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"Overloading, apathy blamed for disaster". This was the caption of
the news on the capsized launchin DS, The point that caught my
attention was "apathy". It is true that human disaster of such
magnitude calls for a national mowrning in any compassionate
society. We are immune to such emotions perhaps because of the
recurrence of this accidents and the victims are from the poor

strata of our society.

These people make mass, overload vehicles, but does not have
any say in our politics or society. Their vote counts but not their
‘Voice, Since our apathetic authority and greedy transport owners

.are not going to take any heed from these disasters, we have to
reducate our people about these disasters. At least half of the peo-
ple who died on thatfateful night were probably bound for a dif-
derent launch. They boarded this launch, even though they saw

“that this launch was overloaded.

" ‘"We have to create a mass awareness campaign to prevent peo-
‘ple from boarding packed vehicles, be it a bus or a launch, Our
p;int and electronic media should take: the lead. If we want to
preverit this epidemic we have to start educating people now, If
people know their rights as a passenger and a customer, [ am
sure authority and transport owners have to bow down to take
, necessary steps to at least'decrease the rate of these

fatalities.
Ujjwal Dhar

New England Medical Center; Waski ngton Street, Boston

In Bangladesh we all seem to he too helpless to find a way to
stop the frequent tragic recurrence of the "launch disaster"
'desplte all apparent efforts by everyone concerned! The front
Ejpsof'l’he Daily Star, like all other nittional dailies, came up

th flll details of the latest carnage and once again every con-
‘sclous citizen of this country is shocked at the colossal loss of

lives,

BBC: both in its English and Bangla service has been covering
the tragic event extensively including interviews of the minister
concerned, high academics (associate professor /specialist on the

subject) and observers.

‘We understand that aceidents of this nature cannot be alto-
gether eliminated and absolute safety is not achievable, but alter
stich series of incidents we must consider the matter seriously:
What is wrong with us? And how can we allow such similar disas-
tet's to continue to happen in one of our most important modes of

‘mmslwrt systen.

‘Inquiries and expert opinions on this subject already identified
‘the probable causes for such disasters. They are structural failure,
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human error or failure, overloading, foul weather ete,

The cause of the recent incident apparently is the vessel was
sucked in to a big 'whirl-pool’ due to flash-flood and nature of the
river in that particular area: Allegedly that similar tragedies also
occtrred in the same place in past. Some of the survivors said it
was overloading as well as the callousness on the part of mas-

ters/navigators.

Now, whatever the reasons are the point is we do not want such

aceidents anymore.
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Will the ministry concerned do anything dbou: it?

Z. Rahman
Guishan, Dhaka

The dailies say that passenger overloading, faulty design, absence
of management at Sadarghat are the main causes for continuous
launch disasters. The unofficial claim is that 600 people disap-
peared in this recent accident. And our Shipping Minister report-
edly told that matters related to launch disasters are beyond his
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control. If it is so then why is he there in the cabinet?

Is there any legislator who can ask the Prime minister that why
her government is failing to over come such disasters? As usual the
gavernment has set up two enquiry committees to counter the
immediate public outrage. And we all know that after sometime
this issue will be forgotten just like in the cases of many disasters
in the past. This useless exercise takes place after every launch
disaster that costs hundieds of humnan lives. The irony is that
nobody wants to do anything about it except for uttering a few
words of sympathy for the grieving family.

In my opinion the Prime Minister after rémoving this i incompe-
tent Shlpping Minister should introduce a system where cargo is
shipped in separate launches/barges and where passenger will not
be allowed, This used to be the practice during the British era.
Cargo loaded barges were tugged by toe boats to various destina-
tions. I suggest that proper inspection team should be employed
to check the vessels from over loading.

Wali
Dhaka

Yet another launch disaster takes place, This time it is more tragic
in terms of the number of deaths. A far lesser death toll in the Bali
bomb blast has caused a nation wide shock and grief in Australia.
A loss of life of this magnitude would have called for a nation wide
mourning in any developed country and the head of the con-
cerned authority would surely have resigned. A major investiga-
tion would have been ensued. Remedial actions would be taken to
avert recurrence of such incident in the future.

Unfortunately, in Bangladesh, none of these will happen
because death of a few hundreds is a normal event here. After the
last launch mishap few months ago, the authority promised to
take stern measures to avert such incidents, Like many other
promises, this one also remained unfulfilied. After any such tragic
accident, the authority promises preventive measures, an investi-
gation committee is set up, the deadline for submission of the
committee report is extanded a few times, and when the report is
finally submitted to the authority, we hear about the assurances of
implementation of committee recommendations. But it never
happens, The report gathers dust and we soon forget about the
incident exceptonly those families who lost their loved ones.

How many thousands of lives must perish in launch disasters
before anyone takes the necessary meastires.

KM Zubalr Sadeque
Dhaka
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Itia very nice to know that our MPs

have passed a bill in the Jatiya
Sangsad, our national parliament,
fo raise their allowances. It is their
magnanimity that they have
enhanced the allowances only 100
1o 600 pervent, and not 1000.to 2000
percent, which they could have
done al thelr sweéet will, We, the
eqple of Ban Iad%h are 5o luck
"‘ﬁ?rp ﬁ’é have sﬁc Bfe Al ju‘ﬂll‘r
..... 1 L..,. A

y wuu[ﬂ llike {o'draw the kind
attention of our MPs to a very
importint fact that the British Par-
Bament, which is known as the

Elf'u,q‘ 7] of L ogw
hanmondi, Dhaka

Mother of all the parliaments, when
passes a bill, enhancing the remu-
neration and/or allowances of MPs,
the  members of the Parliament,
which has passed the bill age not
allowed to enjoy the benefits, Only
the, members of the subseguent
parliaments can enjoy those
enhinced benefits.

It Inoks odd indeed that a person
or & body enhances its benefits,
which affects public exchequer. 1t
looks extremely odd ‘when the per-
sons are pub]u. mpusvmaum. ta
noLiE, Sivs? iy il
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The government recently hasintro-
duced bills with a view to enhance

troubled my mind.

courage and enthusiasm.

future.

Azizul Hoaque
Trank Road, Feni

Remembering Helen Keller

['have read repeatedly which I believe is the most encotraging
. biography of one of the greatest woman of the twentieth cen-
|, tury, Helen Keller, written by Parves Falul (June 27) on her 123"

[ ibirth anniversary. Being inspired deepiy by her life struggle, 1
|ingot the courage to deal with all my persenal frustrations, which

1 Herstimulating and emotional pledging to all the able pgo-

*‘ple of the world was "If T, the deaf and blind find this life rich
and interesting, how much more can you gain by using your
five senses,". If we truly can feel her words, they will help us to
move ahead in life using all the five senses that we take for
granted and be grateful to God for that.

Her hardy and most surprising adventure to date had been
inspiring both the handicapped ancl able people as a beacon
through age after age. She showed apparently that willpower is
the key to all success and perseverance can make the impossi-

ble possible. We should all study her life more in order to gain

In my opinion, the Bengalis have a natural intelligence and
merit, but the thing that they lack is perseverance. We lack
41 eagerness o learn and explore and research. If we are industri-
1'1vous and make the efforts for education, there is not douibt; we
qH 'canutand as aself-reliable communityin the world. So, compli~
"'ments to Parvez Babul for presenting such an encouraging
 article and will be waiting for more article form him in the

salary and other allowances of the
MPs, including the prime minister
and ministers. The proposed
increase is substantial, But, in the
last budget (2003-04) compara-
tively less privileged govemment
servgnts has got only 10 per cent
increase. It is surprising that the
Finance Minister did not feel any
qualms about it! Some of the pro-
posed perks do not seem to be At all
justified.

Why there should be enhance-
ment in the allowance for MPs for
attending thé parliament whith'is
thair ‘duty. Morebter, there is
another proposal of allottihg flats
for them in the newly built NAM
buildings. It seems there is no end 1o
their pecks,
1Jahan
Onee-rail

Independent anti-graft
body for Bangladesh

Atlast Bangladesh is going to have a
"self-goveining” anti-corruption
body, albeit brought on by the major
donors and the Transparency Inter-
national instead of the establish-
mentitself.

However, the question is whether
it's possible for Bangladesh to have
an independent organisation, let
alone independent anti-graft body.
The anti-corruption commission
act as approved recently by the
cabinet, corroborates that appre-
hension beyond any reservation. If
the ministers and the government-
appointed high officials (no matter
whether they hold constitutional
posts or not) are involved in the
selection process of the chairman
and members of the anti-graft body,
the latter would be anything but
independent for the simple reason
that noermally political consider-
ation is almost unavoidable in
appointing the ministers or the
chairmen of the constitutional
entites.

Then where we mightlook for any
semblance of independence and
impartiality?

Still; it is the judiciary and judi-
ciary alone which is recognised as
unbiased and above board and there
is no scope to dilute the sublime
image of the judiciary with any other
high office. It follows therefore that
the full bench of the Supreme Court
by majority decision may recom-
mend to the President a panel of six
distinguished personalities with no
known' political affiliation and the
President may appoint any three of
them as the chairman and the mem-
bersof the proposed anti-graft body,
with the rank and status and pay of
the judges of the appellate division
ofthe Supreme Court.

However, it is not enough just to
appoint the highest echelon of the
body, The chainman and the mem-
bers should be given adequate legal
authority to hire and fire necessary
subordinates and staffs along with
appropriate finaneial provisions to
run the commission smoothly and
efficiently: Last but nat the least, the
commisgion has to he powerful
enough take all necessary measutes
to contain corruption at'any level of
thegovernrentandbeyond.

Hafegjul Alam
Diaka

Bumper hamper

It is good to see that the car owners
are finally getting rid of their extra
bumpers. These bumpers that

people of Bangladesh fit around
their cars is useless. Because if it did
have a proper reason then people
around 'the globe would be using
them. This Is seen exclusively in
Bangladesh and I have never seen
and neither heard of using such
bumpersinother countries.

If a metallic bumper was used in
other countries, then it surely hus w
be automobile company certified -
that the extra bumper will not ham-
per the overall acrodynamics of the
car and at the same tmé all the

passive safety features will be work-
ing properly. But in bl €ountry, all
thése impertant aspects do not
seeimto bother most of our citizons,
All original bumpers incars today
are made of plastic, which enables
them to take smuh impacts (our
citizens are not secured enoughwith
themn) and at the same time retract
back to its original shape if hit hard
from u certain speed above which
cars in Dhaka do not usually go. The
small impacts usually leave s black
spot, which can be easily removed
by polishingit.
Newandre-conditioned cars that
are hitting the roads today (except
the Indian ones) all come equipped
with 'SRS Airbags', which is consid-
ered as a breakthrough in technol-
ogy. But with these extra bumpers
that people fit is nathing but making
a mockery of the money invested

and the successful projects of the:

automaobile companies.

Maximum car owners in the
country are not well aware of auto-
mobiles. Therefore, itwas really wise
of the government to take the deci-
sion, It will save lives and make our
citizens understand that extra
bumpers are not the only solution to
sufe driving!

MasrurAli

Dhaka

It refers to the front-page news
about court's decision regarding
iron bumpers.

I must thank Mr, Kamruzzaman
chowdhury for hig action to chal-
lenge the authorities for their hasty
decision for removal of metal pro-
tective bumpers from cars. | must
also thank all others who have
woiced their protest on this decision.
Imust thank the additional attorney
General Mr. A.J. Mohammad Ali for
his remarks ana show causing the
authorities.

People sitting on the helms of
affairs in the government must
exercise their intelligence and
power of judgement before really
askihg the public for a major com-
pliance. They must understand the
impending problems related to the
issue. There are several hundred
poor families involved with this
bumper making trade. The taxpayer
who attaches the bumper to his car
does so to protect his car from dam-
ages done by the rickshaws who
knowsnalaw,

The government should prevent
accidents rather than penalise the
taxpayers, car owners in particular,
Goyvernment should scrutinise the
activities ofthe lawenforcing agents
regarding thelr sincerity o duty.
Government should consider
enforcement of existing traffic safety
ritles rather than act imprudently to
jeopardise the already-chaotic
traffic situation. | can't imagine
what will happen to the cars once
the rickshawalas find out that there
are ho protective bumpers in cars,
They will have fun while the car
owner will get hypertension, This is

notjustified.

Has anyone really considered
finding out reasons of road accl-
dents? Allow me to narrate some,
First of all question' the drivers’
license issuing authority. Moneywill
get anyone a S-year-old driving
license in Bangladesh, If this is the
criterion for obtaining penmission
to drive, no one can stop road acei-
dents. Most of the drivers have fake
licenses issued by the cops them-
selves, If vou talk of fitness, maxi-
mum cars are in ;,uad running
conditions most of the time, itsthe
government and private ‘busses,
trucks, and all sundry public tans-
port including police vans that are
not for the road. They neither have
qualified drivers nor are they fit
enough to be on the road. Who is
responsible for this mess?

So I suggest, keep the roads in
good condition, issue licenses to
qualified drivers, keep unfit vehicles
out of the roads, ensure singere
traffic control, manage rickshaws
and pedestrians properly and above
all prevent cops fioim taking bribe -
there will be hardly any road acci-
denis.

Shah
Dhaka
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The controversy of whether to take
off the bumpers from the cars ornot,
has now taken another turmwith Mr,
Asifur Rahman's suggestion (DS July
L1} "to get rid of the rickshaws out of
the cily streets”, before passing
orders for reinstatement of bump-
ers. How irrational and unjustheis !
Who khows maybe someone might
suggest ‘next time if an accident
occurs, that get rid of the wheels of 4
car or even ban cars from the streets!
These cannot be asolution.

The writer ventured to give 4n
estimate loss to owners of cars for
supposed repair work at 'their cost
but does he have an estimate gbout
the sufferings of the poor and mid-
dle class people (who are already
undergoing untold sufferings for
declaring right and left 'rickshaw-
free roads without minimum con-
sideration of their plight) whose
principal mode of trunsport is rick-
shaw. And what will happen to the
rickshaw pullers?

The poor and middle class can
never dream of having a motor car
but can afford a rickshaw ride --
while going to school, market or to
places of work, ete. The rickshaw
pullers, however, would find it too
difficult to even to survive if they
have tao leave the present profession.
Because they are illiterate and not fit
for any other professlon -- they are
mostly rustic freshers from far flung
districts, Do we considertheirloss as
worthyof tonsideration?

So, in my opinion, the pragmatic
decision should be: disciplining the
whole traffic systerm of the metropo-
lis not by dismantling the bumpers
and closing several roads and lanes
to rickshaws but by renovating all
the roads, inducting stiff miles and
regulations and make the police, in
particular traffic police, well trained,
more vigilantand dutybound onthe
street artd subjection to strict com-
plinnece of rules and to penallse both
the drivers and police if founc irre-
sponsible andnegligent on dutyand
leave the car ownor at their own to
decide as to how to protect’ their
valuable transport, If needed, some
otit-dated British rules can be
revised and improved to suit the
mpdernday requiréments,

Let me point out that I haye

observed many a times a ftraffic
police gossiping with other col-
league or talking with truck drivers
leaving his post and ignoring traffic
flow. For such negligence and irre-
sponsible behaviour by the traffic
police drivers often cross intersec-
tions beyond Instructions.

FBR

Dhaka

Doublestandards

of USA

The US allegation against Iran's
nuclear progismmumies is hypocritical
to say the'least. BBC's recent docu- '
mentary on Israel's nuclear
programine has revealed the US
position and we are convinced that

The only conclusion ong can
draw is that, Iran's fault (as was
Iraq's under Saddam Hussein) is not
pursuing the nuclear option (if it is
so) but probably being an Islamic
state. What distresses me even mare
than the double standard of the US
is the position af the rich Arab states.
Why can't these countries join
together and ask the US to apply the
same congditions on Israel that has
already been applied on fraq and
"threatened to apply’ on Iran? They
have the financial strength o doso,

On my part, [ have no hope butto
wait for somg divine infervention to
make the US see how wrong it is to
keep a double standard. The tatal
subservience of the US administra-
tion on Israeli interests and of US

hundreds of thousands of lives".
And manufacturing drugs is not an
easy task. One have to be fully alert
while drug manufcturing, It is
impossible for one to deal with
medicines if he does not have the
knowledge of the following few
subjects collectively. Such as Phar-
macology and Toxicalogy, Medicinal
Chemistry, Physiology, Microbiol-
ogy, Pharmaceutical Science and
Technology, Pharmacognosy,
PI':wocht.miﬂry and! some other
related sciences,

60 iy ehmest-tneal to the
lggislative holigsits eep eye on the-
welfare of our common’ people
because they take medicines keep-
ing faith on us. Besides, this is a
developing sector and it needs

 National poot Iyin
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the US has no moral authority to
question any other country on
the nuclear programme issue,
not even about the North Kore-
ans,

“I'he S attitude about Israel' is
now a clear example of how the rest
of the world views the US today; a
super power shamelessly practising
a policy of double standards, Here
you have the lsraelis who have
produced all conceivable WMDs but
the US exempting it from any inter-
national Inspection. But Iran who is
accused of producing it, threatened
bythe USAforinspection.

foreign policy are not democratic
and it is only a matter of tirme that
the common people of United States
would see the folly of their neo-
conservativeleaders and will bringa
change.

ShahjahanAhmed

Dhaka

Betterment ofthe
commonpeople
and Ordinance 13(A)

In terms of drug manufacturing
"one mistake may result deaths of

national supportto go further.

To secure their own interest some
unscrupulous bodies are trying to
manipulate the positive sign of
13(A), which is being unjust and
unlawful as well. 1 think those legls-
lative bodies are unable to estimate
what could be the impact on genexal
people if withdrawal of 13(A) takes
place. Belng cognisant of the conse-
quences 1 hope that the authority
concerned will nottake any decision
that ‘may welcome disorders ' for
cortmon people,

M Rasel

Jahangirnagar University
Savar, Dhaka



