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How to make the UN more functional

On mission 'uniting nations'?

In response to the letter by
Mahmood Elahi, July 4th.

Unfortunately Arab/Mu-
slim countries are not taking
this important issue, as with
every other issue, seriously.
They are least bothered with
the fact that, whenever big
decisions are taken by the
UN, all they do is occupy their
chairs and obey the orders
given to them. I agree with Mr
Elahi that, those countries,
whose human rights records
are not good, should be cor-
rected, so that they will think
twice before repeating it. But

First few hours

withntv

The new Bengali satellite TV
channel ntv has started its jour-
ney on July 3, 2003. Before start-
ing the scheduled programmes, it
aired its test transmission for a
week or so. The test transmission
was aimed at informing the view-
ers to align their antenna accord-
ing to their downlink channel.
Most of the cable operators pro-
vided its subscribers with the
programmes of ntv.

As an interested viewer of
Bengali programmes, we always
welcome new TV channels. One
more channel means more
option for better programmes.
Variety of programmes improves
viewers' perspectives, and indi-
rectly help to build opinions on
various issues. Without doubt,
ntv has begun its journey with a
lot of expectations from the side
ofthe viewers.

The one thing that surprised
me was that the entire
programme that Mr. Hanif
Sonket directed for ntv is quite
similar to the the previous open-
ing programme that he did for
ETV three years ago! This time,
the venue was BICC and not the
JS building; instead of the previ-
ous two singers four singers
performed this time; the
programme is recorded in day
light rather than at night as it was
done for ETV; lastly the visual
graphics that ntv used is in my
opinionagreener version of ETV!

Time has not come to com-
ment on the quality of the
programmes yet. So far it seems
good. One thing to be noted is
that: the commercials breaks are
long and that is very irritating.
But this is not a problem with ntv
only, it was the same for ETV as
well, and still is a persisting prob-
lem with the other two existing
channels: Channel I and ATN
Bangla.l think the production
houses that were loosing busi-

this will not solve the problem
entirely because then we will
have countries fighting with
each other saying none of
them violated any human
rights, after resolving all the
disputes among themselves,
only then we can decide
about what exactly consti-
tutes a "violation". And when
thathappens, all the big coun-
tries will come up with all
sorts of fancy terms to hide
their violation of human
rights, for example, the illegal
Iragi occupation as "libera-
tion"!

ness with the closure of the ETV,
can now supply their
programmes to ntv. We hope all
the best for ntv and pray it will
fulfil the expectations of the
many viewers like me.
AyesaBegum

Dhaka

Aseriousallegation

A few days back in the Jatiya
Sangsad, serious charge was
brought against a minister by a
ruling party MP elected from
Mirpur of Dhaka city in connec-
tion of setting of a CNG pump.
Probably the allegation is not a
result of personnel friction
between the two elected MP's of
the ruling party, rather it has
some foundation.

It is noticeable that corruption
has not been reduced after this
government came to power,
rather it has touched all time
record, although it was one of the
main election pledges of BNP to
reduce it. Bangladesh consecu-
tively for the last two years have
been unfortunately termed as the
'most corrupt nation' in the
world as per Transparency Inter-
national's (TI) assessment.

I don't know if a "parliamen-
tary committee", which will
include members from opposi-
tion, does not inquire the allega-
tion and if proper action is not
taken by the hon'ble Prime Min-
ister,then whattitleis awaiting
for our country to be conferred
upon with the assessment by TI
in the current year?

Jkobir
Dhaka

Converting Muslims

to Christianity

There has been a lot of talk about
Time's article on converting
Muslims to Christianity. I am the
secretary of Tauheed, the Islamic
Students' Organisation here at

Therefore, to have a "just"
and "fair" UN and to make it
more effective, we need to
remove theidea of the perma-
nent membership. Then it
will give the same rights and
power to everyone. And when
everyone has the same
power, they can use their
voting - while passing any UN
resolution. After all, the name
"United Nation" is supposed
to provide "unity". How can
we achieve unity and justice
when some countries are
more powerful than others?

It is a waste of time to try

Ohio Wesleyan University. It
shocks me that so many people
regard thereligion I have learnt to
love and respect as some sort of
enemy. It is true that our holy
book, the Quran, mentions Jihad
and, in fact, praises it, but it does
not mean thatall Islam as awhole
represents Jihad and nothing
else. In my view, nobody at any
point should consider Islam to be
an enemy of any form. Instead,
one should consider the beauty
ofthisreligion - anybody who has
heard the Azan or call to prayer
has been astonished by the musi-
cal quality of this form of
reminder to pray. Anybody who
has seen a congregation of Mus-
lims bowing down in prayer
should not automatically assume
that each Muslim is hiding
thoughts of Jihad in his mind -
instead, one should be amazed at
the strength of the people's faith,
to be able to bow down in unison
inworship of the Creator. Anyone
who has heard a recitation of the
Quran in Arabic should not be
searching it for inner hidden
meanings regarding Jihad, but
should be amazed by the beauty
and poetry of the Scripture.

Although it is true that I am not
as strong abeliever of Islam as my
parents wanted me to be, I can,
however, appreciate the subtle-
ties of the religion that have been
exposed to me since my child-
hood. My mother, even when her
body was riddled with cancer,
kept praying till her untimely
death, and that is one of the
strongest memories [ have ofher.

Instead of vilifying the religion
ofIslam as an enemy, one should,
instead try and understand it. As
you thoughtfully pointed out, the
activities of the missionaries who
consider Islam to be the enemy
could easily lead to a backlash
against the missionaries and
their faith. We at Tauheed strive
not to convert Christians to
Islam, as Muslim student organi-
sations are commonly believed to
do, but instead to promote an

uniting all the countries
together, trying to do what is
best for the world and then
suddenly one permanent-
member comes along and
vetoes the whole plan simply
because that selfish country
can't make money out of it! It
ispitiable. Removal of perma-
nent-membership from the
UN would also prevent coun-
tries from abusing their pow-
ers by doing a favour to its
friends and bullyingits rivals.

For example, we know
George Bush is now desper-
ately trying to get the Indian
troops in Iraq, and to influ-
ence the Indian government,
he recently suggested that,
there may be a possibility of
India becoming a permanent
member of UN. Why? What
did India do all of a sudden,
that it should be granted a
permanent membership in
the UN? I don't think perma-
nent membership has any-
thing to do with a country's
size orits economy.

However, if we look closely
at all the permanent mem-
bers, they have only one thing
in common: Nukes! Yes, UK,
France, USA, China and Rus-
sia all have lots of nuclear and
other war weapons.

If anyone is even remotely
interested in bringing peace
and to create a proper
"United Nations", then lets
start by treating everyone
equally. Is it too much to ask
for?

AzadMiah
Oldham, UK

understanding of our religion so
that people can understand that
not everybody who prays five
times a day or comes from a
Muslim countryis a terrorist.

Young Muslims in the US
today already faced enough
hardship in the form of Special
Registration and constant scru-
tiny by all Americans who fear
that we are actually al Qaeda
agents, when all we really want is
a good education so we can
reform our own countries.

Shihab Azhar

Delaware, Ohio
ETT3

Iamnotsurprised at the news, via
Shabbir Bashar of California, that
'Time' magazine has highlighted
the anti-Muslim sentiments of a
minority of American Christians.
The 'western' media is largely
secular and not averse to holding
Christianity up to ridicule and
such an extreme view sells news-
papers. To respond to Azad
Miah's invitation to publicise the
opinions of such anti-Muslims
would be to play right into the
hands of an embarrassing minor-
ity as well as those determined to
believe they are a majority!

The vast majority of 'mainline’
churches, and indeed, mainline
educational establishments in
the so-called 'Christian' world,
are working very hard to increase
understanding and build up good
relationships across all religious
communities. For some years, I
lived near the city of Bradford,
Yorkshire, which had the first, but
certainly not the last, Muslim
mayor in the UK and the Church
of England Diocese of Bradford,
and other local churches there,
have worked very hard for com-
munal harmony. But the media
are rarely interested in such
good news. Itis much more fun to
keep prejudices alive and wind
peopleup!

I think of a young Congrega-
tionalist Christian colleague of
mine, minister ofalittle churchin

Lancashire. There had been
someraceriotsin histown and he
decided to contact the leader of
his local mosque. The growing
friendship between the two men
blossomed and the two congre-
gations met, shared a meal and
tried to get to know one another
better. In this and a thousand
other ways, ordinary Christians
and ordinary Muslims are build-
ing bridges quietly - but they
usually like to keep out of the
mediaforgoodreason.......

As Shukla Mirza said, it is good
for religious people to study their
religious writings and world
history and pray - but I would
wish also for more dialogue,
including here in Bangladesh,
but maybe it is happening but
quietly among those who do not
wantit publicised and so spoilt by
the intrusion of those who do not
understand its motivation and
might misinterpretit. Thopeso.

As for those who think that
Christians (missionaries or not)
could take pleasure in fingers
being chopped off, or in the
tragedy of war - I give up!
AngelaRobinson (RevMrs)
Dhaka

"Government,
foreign aids and

development"

I refer to the letter entitled "Gov-
ernment, foreign aids and devel-
opment" in the Daily Star 6th
July.

Your country is by no means
realising its full potential and
indeed instead of being taken
forward into the 21st century by
an active government you are
beingheld in 20th Century.

I am sure that if your govern-
ment opens up and makes more
easy investment opportunities
for foreign companies, inves-
tment will increase rapidly and
vastly.

But there are so many hurdles
at present for the companies who
are keen to invest. And for that
the foreign investors lose
patience and interest in investing
very quickly; and eventually turn
to other countries (that have
much convenient foreign poli-
cies) toinvestin.

I am sure that there would be
no need for foreign aid, or at least
limited, if the gates were opened
toforeign investment.

AlFulani
Onee-mail

DUTP, Car Fair,and
traffic congestion
inDhaka

If you live in Dhaka, and own a
car, then you know better than
me about the traffic congestion
every day on the road. The traffic
congestion was a hot topic for
discussions, as well as sugges-
tion, even a few years back; and
then came the DUTP to ease this
situation. Actually nothing much
was done. The DUTP prompted
introduction of costly air condi-
tioned buses, most of that are
second hand vehicles brought
from other countries and not
environment friendly, and
started a corruption blemished
fly-over at Mohakhali and
Khilgaon with traffic misman-
agement. The plights of citizens
multiply when a diversion road
through the Cantonment
remains closed for hours during
the peak traffic movement time.
DUTP could not deal with this.
Their only success so far is ban-
ning two-stroke three-wheelers
from the cityroads.

The government provided
easy remedies by introducing
cheap cars in the name of taxi-
cabs. And are we sure that these
cars are friendlier to the environ-
ment than the two-strokers?

Our urban planners probably

An unwelcome peacekeeper!

Sending troopstolraq

Should Bangladesh join the coalition troops
in Iraq? That is the question on everybody's
mind right now. In foreign affairs, national
interests are important than foreign relations;
specific policyisneeded to safeguard national
interests. Beside that enlightened self-
interest, ideals, principles and even public
emotions also comeinto play.

In general view, UN and international law,
the war on Iraq and the US occupation still
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fied to involve Bangladeshi troops to confront
a hostile Iraqi resistance; it goes against the
publicemotion and principle of the nation.

Public sentiment should not be ignored for
few dollars. Bangladesh government needs to
take a stand on this issue, and can yet play a
role in re-building the post war Iraq. The
occupation of Iraq will come to an end,
sooner or later. And history can be unforgiv-

ing in its verdict; but Bangladesh need not be

considered as illegal and immoral. The whole
world knows the deceptions, lies, and manip-

ulation of evidence and facts done by the US
officials. In post war Iraq, security, and basic

recorded on the side of the condemned.
Dr.Zakir Hussein, Oneemail
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Should we send our troops toIraq?
No, 'never', if it's not under the UN's aus-

human rights rests in the hand of the occu- Eices, And 'yes' if we go as a part of UN peace-

pied forces, and no outsiders are allowed.
Both the USand the UKhave proclaimed their
resolve to stay till they complete their "mis-

sion"inIraq.

Bangladesh were neither a willing nor a
concerned partner of the coalition force. On
the contrary, its people, like elsewhere in the
world, raised a strong voice against the war on

Iraq.

Iraq case has become very urgent since the
casualties are running high by the day. This
suggestion by the US officials to send
Bangladeshi troops to Iraq may earn a few
extra dollars but that in the cost of hurting the
emotions of amillion people across the coun-
try. Is it not a classic case of sharing responsi-
bilitywithoutrepresentation?

There is no peace to keep, not yet; the "re-
construction” phase isnowhere in sight. Even
otherwise compliant the UN Secretary Gen-
eral this time could not offer UN participa-

tion.

Based on all available facts and the intangi-
ble yet important particularities of the Iraq

eeping force. It's so simple and clear. We
must not involve politics in this matter! Our
nationalinterest oughttobe served.

And we should not send our troops if it's

Iraq.

man

only to legitimise the unlawful occupation of

AFRahman, Dhaka

Sending troops

orateam?

Thou(fh UN Secretary mentioned thatitis not
atory for Bangladesh to despatch
troops to Iraq my idea is that our government
should seek permission to send a team con-

sisting of Journalists, army officials and diplo-

mats. They will be convoyed and work as
observers. As we are not getting the real pic-
ture of post war Iraq, if such a mission is con-
ducted there willnot need to be dependent on

mediums like BBC, CNN, which have failed to

case, itisinappropriate and would be unjusti-

do not pay any heed to the
requirement of the inhabitants of
the capital city. I learned that a
city or town should have 25 per
cent of its area as roads. That is
why, every time we visit a foreign
country, we find that their towns
and cities have plenty of roads.
The result is less traffic conges-
tion. In Dhaka, there are only 7
per cent, of the area are roads.
What I think, if every year there
was at least ten kilometres new
roads constructed in last ten
years, the present Dhaka city
would be better for vehicular
movement. The urban planners
have the data for the future
growth of the city, and they
should have planned accord-
ingly. But the present situation
tells that they did not do the right
planning.

The communication minister
told that Bangladesh needs
20,000 cars each year. So, Proton
of Malaysia, with their bumper
sells during the latest Car Fair
held in the city, inspired to set up

a production unit in Bangladesh.

I hope, with no increase in the
length of the roads, all those
Proton cars shall line up on the
road according to the output
serial number of the factory, and
thus adding more spice to the

traffic congestion.
Sajjad Waheed
Independent University, Dhaka

We should know

our Constitution

The Constitution is the supreme
law of the land. The entire legisla-
tive, executive, judicial activities
and other laws of the state are
guided and regulated by the
Constitution. It describes the
fundamental rights of the citi-
zens' and also narrates the funda-
mental principles of state policy.
Most of the people of our country
are unable to take legal shelter to

give the exactscenario.
Rubab Abdullah, Cantonment, Dhaka

Constitution. Taking this chance
of ignorance the executive
authorities often violate the
fundamental rights of the citi-
zens.

In most of the countries
around the globe where
constitutionalism prevails, ordi-
nary man and woman are more
or less aware of their constitu-
tions and quite conscious to
preserve their constitutional
rights.

But in Bangladesh the sce-
nario is different. This situation
must change. We should not
leave the Constitution only in the
hands of the lawyers, judges and
academicians. We should all
know our Constitution in order to
defend it, so that it becomes
impossible to make an open
breach ofit.

Bull-bars and reckless drivers

§ o=
4 L3
)
1 3

Beastly bumper

We welcome the decision of the minis-
try concerned to order removal of bull-
bars from car bumpers in our cities.
Unfortunately it took a tragic and
horrifying end of a life to draw authori-
ties' attention to the danger and risk of
bull-bars (many wrongly call it bump-
ers) on motorised vehicles. There is
misconception (created mainly by
roadside workshops who manufacture
them and inexperienced and
untrained drivers) that it protects your
car from the nicks and bruises you get
from vehicles on the road. But the truth
isthatif you have aniron barin front of
your bumper, you can drive recklessly
on the road and if you hit a car it is the
other car that will be damaged, not
yours.

Why do you need that rod in front of
your car? Rarely does a car get hit from
the front. And when it does it is usually
due to the fault of both the drivers.
Normally it is on the side that vehicles
getscratched by other vehicles, usually
by rickshaws. Many argue that an iron
bar on your back bumper as on the
front one will protect it if you get
bashed from behind. But the truth is, if
you have an iron bar on your back

bumper, you can drive in high speed
on city roads and if you brake abruptly
the bar will protect the back of your car
and break the front of the car behind
you. That is the main use of bull-bars
onthebackbumper ofacar.

We feel that removal of bull-bars will
make better and more careful drivers
of us all who drive. They are weapons
of reckless drivers. We thank the
authorities for their decision to order
removal ofiron bars from vehicles.
Acitydweller
Bara Magbazar, Dhaka
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Though belated the govt has taken a
right step to remove extra bumpers
from cars.

A driver without an extra bumper in
the car is bound to be more responsi-
ble and cautious. A driver having extra
bumpers is prone to be reckless than
those drivers having no bumpers in
their cars.

Extra bumper culture has allowed
many to develop various types of
bumpers and most dangerous are the
arrow-type bumpers which can tear off
a transport very easily. It happened

with me once
bridge some time back -- we survived
miraculously.

I sincerely welcome the move espe-
cially being a sufferer. Thanks to our
government.

Mian
One-mail
*kk

I have read with interest the letters
published on this subject in your news
paperonJuly6.

First of all we need to know the exact
reasons of using such bumpers.In my
view bumpers are fixed to protect ones
car from the perils of rickshaws and
other menace on theroad.

The authorities should sit down and
try to find out the real problems on the
road and then come out with direc-
tives. Why was fixing of iron bumpers
allowed in the first place? It cost money
tofixand also to remove them.

Road accidents happen for many
reasons. Now should we ban the use of
wheels? No. So we better try to resolve
the real problem first, which is control
theissuance of drivinglicence.

ensure their fundamental rights ?Ajzh?;da;fgsain
i all, Dept of Law,
because of their ignorance of the University of Dhaka
over the kanchpur ShahedJamil

Motijheel, Dhaka
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Is there a good decision ever made in
this country which did not create con-
troversy?

In how many countries do you know
people add iron bumpers in the cars? It
has been scientifically proven that
even the iron bumper fitted by the
original manufacturers is unsafe and
hazardous. In many developed coun-
tries such iron bumpers are illegal and
require removal even it comes fitted
with the vehicle.

Saving life is more important than
safeguarding cars from dent and dam-
age. People of our country probably do
not think this way and we need to
change this attitude. The removal of
additional iron bumper is a good deci-
sion and deserves support from the
responsible citizens. Government
must give specific time limit (not more
than ten days) for removal of these ugly
bumpers and stop this footpath busi-
ness.

Munim Chowdhury
Dhaka
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