: Banner Maker

DIGITAL SIGN

PHOTO: STAR

Police take five convicts to Dhaka Central Jail yésterdaya&era speady trial tribunal sentenced them to death for killing Jubo Dal leader Mizanur Rahman; and
SM Kamruzzaman Farug, right, after anather tribunal handed down duath penalty to him for killing his wife.

5 to swing from gallows
. death

for killing Mizan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Five are to die for killing fatiyatabadi
Jubo Dal leader Mizanur Rahman
anlias Mizan at Rampura in the city
on My 29 lastyear.

~The Speedy Trial Tribunal-1,
Dhaki, yesterday sentenced Yasin
Khan Palash alias Kala Palash, Stsjan,
Abdul Mannan alias ' Milon, Mithu
and Lenin to death and also fined
them Tk 50,000 each.

The tribunal handed down life
imprisonment to one aceused, Ujjal
allas Kallu, and fined him Tk 30,000.
In case of default, he will be behind

the bars for another year.

Three others -~ Sumon, Monjurul
Alam alins Swadhin ‘and Salam --
wore gcquitted.

Of the five with death penalty,
Leénin is absconding and the other
fourare in jail custody.

The convicts can appeal to the
High Court Division against the
judgement in aweek.

Judge of the tribunal Shahed
Noor Uddin read out parts of the 35-
page judgementin a crowded court-
raom amidst tight security.
| The judgement sald Mizan was
killed by Palash and his men to
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SEPARATED IN DEATH: Conjoined Iranian twins smile at a press
conference hours before a pioneering surgery to separate them ended
Intragedy In Singapore yestarday.

man and attacked him again to :
: A pribunal yesterday handed down
: death penalty to a man forkilling his

brutal incidents do not recur,” it : wife.

miake sure heisdead.
"We have to be careful that such

abserved.

The verdict said the punishment
of the fugitive convict will take effect
from the day of his surrender or
arrest.

and Ujjal were in the dock when the
judgementwas pronounced.

Mizan'smotherand otherfamily
SEE PAGE 11 COLS !

Twin sisters die
after surgery

AFR Singapore

Husband
handed

- penalty

establish supremacyinthe area. The &
killers shot and injured the young -
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Judge Sheikh Jahangir Hossain of

. the Speedy Trial Tribunal-2, Dhaka
- found SM Kamruzzaman Faruq
: guilty of killing his wife
+ Kpmrunnabar Lila.

Kala Palash, Sujan, Milon, Mithu, -
. High Court against the verdict in a
. week.

Convict Farug can appeal to the

The judge pronounced the 27-
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

The historic attempt to separate adult Tranian twin sisters joined at
the head ended mragically in Singapore yesterday when Ladsdn and
Laleh Bijani died within 90 minutes of each other after a marathon

operation.

"Raffles Hospital regrets to announce that the Bijani twins, Ladari
and Laleh, have both passed away during surgery to separate them,"

ahospitalstatement said.

The statement said the twins lost a lot of blood as the
neurosurgical stage of the 52-hour opetation, in which their tightly
enmeshed brains were separated, was coming toan end.

"Doctors' artempts 1o stabilise them were in vain as their condi-
tions continued to deteriorate,” itsaid.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Sudanese plane
crash kills 115

The bodies of the dead were
swiftly buried, in keeping with the
Muslimtradition,

Toddler lone survivor
i_mrnms, Khartoum

A two-year-old girl was the only

survivor aftera Sudan Airways plane

crashed on a domeste flight in

Africa’s largest country just after

dawnyesterday, killing 115 people.

_ ASudan Airways spokesman said
ithe toddler, named as Lena
“&bdallah, had beentakentohospital
Jn Port Sudan and Sudanese TV said
‘shewsnsin good condition, It was not

immediately clear whether her

parenis were on board.

The pilot of the Boeing 737
reported a technical failure a few
minutes after offatabout 4:00
am local ime from the Red Sea town
of Port Sudan in the northeast,
heading towards Khartoum, state
radio said.

The plane crashed justa few kilo-
metres away from Port Sudan airport
asitreturnedinanattempt to land.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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FOR LONG TERM RENT

RUNNING TWO SHOW-ROOMS APP. 1500 SFT.
WITH ALL FACILITIES. IN THE GROUND
FLOOR MAIN AVENUE FACING. 36 KEMAL
ATATURK AVENUE. BANANI, DHAKA.

MULTINATIONAL, ELECTRONICS, MOBILE
PHONE, AIR LINES OR ANY OTHER GROUP OF
COMPANIES PREFERRED.

PLEASE CONTACT :

9885156, 8824729 & 8824738 (10 AM TO 9 PM)

600 more
bullets
recovered
in Bogra

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Dupchachia police recovered
another 600 rounds of ammunition
from Nayapaia village of Kahalu
upazila in Bogra yesterday morning,
raising the munition haul to 96,857
bullets and at least 1 75kg explosives
inthe district.

Police said they recovered a bag
containing the bullets from the bank
of river Nagor near Nayapara under
Kahalu upazila on being informed
bythevillagers.

District pelice sources said most
of the bullets and explosives recov-
ered so far have been sent to the
cantonmentfromBogra policelines.

An officer of Bogra district police
said p tary BDR (Bangladesh
Rifles) is assisting Kahaln and
Dupchachia police in their ongoing
hunt for bullets and explosives,
Police suspect at least 3,000 more
bullets and an unspecified amount
of explosives are still to be
unearthed from Gogarpara and
adjoining areas,

Moudud urges
House action
against Hasina

LINB, Dhaka

Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Moudud Ahmed last
night suggested action against
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina under the House Privilege
Committee for her comments

against Members of Parliament.
“Her (Hasina) comments are
tantamount to aspersion on the
entire House," Moudud said, add-
ing, "Instead of moving censure
muotion against her it would be more
effegtive to send the matter to the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Tk 187.35 crore audit
objection to army men's
foreign earnings

STAFT CORRESPONDENT

Auditors have found irregularities in
the handling of Tk 187.35 crore
earmed by the army personnel as
foreign allowance,

The money was not deposited
with the governiment as required by
the rules. Instead, a4 substantial
amount of the money was trans-
ferred to a fixed deposit receipt

(FDR), certain portion was - dis-
bursed as loan and the rest keptin a
currentaccount.

This was revealed in an audit
report by the comptroller and audi-
tor general of Bangladesh, tabled in
parliament last night by State
Minister for Finance Shah Md Abul

‘Hogsain.

According to the report on the

institutions under the defence minis-

try, an audit on the 1999-2001
accounts of the welfare and rehabili-
tation directorate and army head-
quarters revealed that separate funds
were created with the amount of
army personnel's foreign allowance

payable tothe government treasury.,
Of the Tk 187.35 crore, meant for
government treasury, Tk 139.57
crore was deposited in an EDR, Tk
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Khaleda talks
I0J out of JS
quit decision

The Islami Qikya Jole (10]) decided
yesterday not to resign from the
Jatiya Sangsad following a4 meeting
with Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
who assured it of représentation to
the government. .

"We had a lengthy and very
fruitful discussion with the prime
minister,..We are quite happy with
her words and now we have no
anguish, " said Faziul Hag Amini MB
chairman ofan O] faction,

"So, I have withdrawn my deti-
sion to step down from parliament
and will join session from

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Perks go up
for PM,
ministers,
speaker,

dy speaker

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Sangsad [ast night passed
three bills enhancing house rentand
ather allowances of the prime min-
ister, ministers, state ministers,
deputy ministers and allowances of
thespeaker and the deputy speaker.

Editorial on page 4

The rise in perks to the speaker,
deputy speaker, the prime minister
and members of the council of
ministers came just a day after
passage of annther bill providing for
staggering incréase of perks to the
lawmakers.

The main opposition Awami

SEE PAGE 11 cOL 1 |

ZAYADUL AHSAN

Eminent citizens have praised the
government for its move to set up
an independent anti-corruption
commission, but put anunderscore
on making the body truly free from
theleverage of the exectitive wing,

Talking to The Daily Star yester-
day, they emphasised who and
what type of persons would be
handpicked to select the chairman
and members for such a commis-
sion.

Theviews cameafter the cabinet
approved the independerit anti-
cormuption commiission act on

Truly independent
anti-graft body is
all that matters

Eminent citizens tell The By Star

Monday and ahead of its. possible
tabling in parliament for consider-
ation onThursday,

Former cabinet secretary
Mujibul Hagq thinks that the com-
mission should be set up s a con-
stitutional bedy. to become inde-
pendentassuch.

"There should be provisions
allowing the president to appoint
the chairman and two members (o
the commission froma six-member
panel without consulting anyone,”
he said. "This power should be
vested in him through constitu:

SEEPAGE 11 0OL 7

Riyadh backs
Dhaka's
OIC bid

BSS, Jeddah

Saudi Arabia yesterday threw its
weight behind Bangladesh's candi-
dature for the post of secretary
general of the Organisation of
Islamic Conference (010).

Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abd
al-Aziz extended the supportwhen
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's special
envoy and Health and Family
Welfare Minister Dr Kandaker
Mosharraf Hossain called on him at
Al Salam Palace here yesterday
afternoon.

During the meeting, the minister
handeéd over @ lettér and conveyed
greetings of the prime minister to
KingFahd bin Abd al-Aziz.

Dr Mogharraf highlighted the
Islamic ecultural heritage of
Bangladesh and its commitment to

SEE PAGE 11 COLS.




