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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

June 29-July 12

Shilpangan arranges a watercolour
exhibition of reputed sculptor and
painter Hamiduzzaman Khan starting
from June 29. Two famous art-critics
Rabiul Hossain and Moinuddin
Khaled will be honoured for their
outstanding contribution to the
country's art movement along with
Fayza Haq of The Daily Star and
Ashishur Rahman Shuvo of The Daily
Janakantha for cultural reporting. The
programme starts at 5.30pm. The
exhibition is open for visitors everyday
from10amto9pm.

Folk Music

Festival

June 25-28

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
in association with UNESCO, holds
a four-day long festival of folk music
in Bangladesh. The schedule is as
below:

June 27 at 6.00 p.m, Baul, Bayati,
Marfati and Murshidi.

June 28 at 6.00 p.m, Baul, Bayati,
Marfati, Murshidi and Palagaan.

Dance
June 30

The High Commission of India has
arranged Manipuri classical dance
performance and 'Maharaas' on
June 30 at 7:00 at the National
Museum Main Auditorium,
Shahbagh, Dhaka. The programme
will feature the well-known dancer
of India, Kalavati Devi and her
trainees in Bangladesh.

Inter school

festival

June 27-30

Willes United Club, a wing of
Willes Little Flower school, will hold
a four day festival named 'Willes
Festival 2003' from June 27 to
June 30.This festival includes the
inter school science fair, debate and
art competition. Fifty schools have
been invited to take part in this
festival which will be inaugurated
on June 27 at 9:30 at the school
auditorium.

Musical rendezvous

Folk Music Festival 2003 begins

Folk artistes enchants the audience with their melody

NOVERA DEEPITA

HEN famous folk singer
Shefali Ghosh sang
Jodi shundar akkhan

mukh paitam, the audience of the
whole auditorium shouted with joy
and applauded with the song.
And as soon as the song ended
they encored for more. She did
not disappoint them either and
sang Orey shampan wala tui
amarey korli diwana. These two
numbers made Shefali Ghosh
very popular intheearly 80's.

It was the first day of the four-
day-long Folk Music Festival 2003
arranged by Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy in collabora-
tion with UNESCO Bangladesh.
The chief guest of the

Earthlings VS. Martians

programme, the State Minister for
Cultural Affairs, Selima Rahman
inaugurated the festival and said,
'The civilisation will advance
undoubtedly but we have to look
back for our folk music, our folk
culture. Otherwise our cultural
existence will be threatened.'

The Director General of Ban-
gladesh Shilpakala Academy,
Ahmed Nazir said in his speech,
'"Today the folk music is in the
verge of extinction because the
electronic media is more inclined
towards modern music. In these
songs rather than the traditional
instrument electronic instruments
are used in full scale. But this
trend must be stopped. We must
look back to our very own folk
music.'

Among others Shafi Kamal of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
and the National Programme
Officer of UNESCO Shahida
Parvin on behalf of the UNESCO
representative in Bangladesh
Wolfgang Vollmann spoke at the
occasion.

The folk artistes from all over
the country performed in the
enchanting musical evening in
front of a packed audience. Emi-
nent artiste Dilruba Khan sang Tai
bujhi aj buk bheshe jai nayoner
joley. Golam Ambia sang a comic
song Orey na jania na shunia--a
song about a person's tribulation
after marrying without knowing
about the wife. Among others
Zahir Alim, Nashid Kamal,

Ferdousi Rahman, Abu Bakar
Siddiqui, Anima Mukti, Khorshed
Alamgir, Rathindranath Roy, Dil
Afroz Reba, Piyal Hasan, Mina
Barua, Sardar Mohammad
Rahmatullah, Chandana
Majumdar, Ashraf Udas,
Meherunnessa, Shamima Sul-
tana, Halim Khan, Ranya
Choudhury, Faruk Bhuiyan,
Shumi Shabnam, Tamanna Nigar
Tuli, Azizul Islam, Rukhsana
Ahmed Liza, Tanzina Ruma,
Shwapan Sarkar and Shahnaz
Beli also performed at the event.

Folk music with its vibrant
presentation has a mass appeal.
The festival, held every year by
The Shilpa Kala Academy,
undoubtedly promotes the folk
culture of our country.

War of the worlds-
ISD kids in space!

ELITA KARIM

HE 4th and 5th grade kids
from the International
School Dhaka staged a
play on the 24th of this month.
'War of the Worlds Reloaded'
which was about the kids on earth
travelling outer space for the first
time and meeting androids, who
were also kids themselves. This
musical play was directed and
choreographed by Madden, one
ofthe teachers of ISD.
This play had reflected the
children's colourful imagination

and defined the endless number
of ideas waiting to get outand put
to work. The play had also given
out a message about how being
different is not really a curse but
rather something to be proud of.
Teachers, parents, guardians,
family members, and friends were
there at the auditorium, equipped
with handy cams and still cam-
eras. This was the first time that
the kids at ISD had taken this
initiative and plan to do many
more of such imaginative and
wonderful shows in the future.
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Entertainment

Puppet show at Fulki

SHAHIDUL ISLAM , Chittagong

HE heartthrob of millions of

puppet lovers across the

country, artist Mustafa
Monwar, had appeared with Gittu,
his latest invention that had
already won the hearts of many
and earned tremendous popular-
ity.

The unparalleled mentor of
puppetry in Bangladesh once
again attracted two hundred
children, and their guardians, who
were left spellbound for nearly two
hours with Gittu and his fellow-
mates' unmatched fun and frolic
at Fulki, a non-traditional kids'
school of the port city, recently.

Gittu is the kind of 'role model'
second to none for his unique
style of creating fun on stage. He
can be called an entertainer, an
occasional problem child and a
soothsayer.

"This is a school where learn-
ing and teaching are being
imparted through funfair instead
of intimidation, rebuke or beat-
ing...." no sooner had Gittu com-
pleted the sentence, the school
kids present in front of the stage
had quickly responded and
clapped as if to second a truth.

As Gittu departed, up came

'Litchi Chor' and 'Karakari Meah
vs Dakhal Meah' in the three-

phased puppet show.

Litchi Chor or the 'Litchi Thief'
was actually a dramatization by
the puppet kids of artist Mustafa
Monwar based on the famous
'Litchi Chor' poem of poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam. The aim behind
bringing this particular poem,
which gained enormous popular-
ity among the kids on stage
through puppetry, was to teach
the school children the evils of
theft. It was so beautifully choreo-
graphed that it left an impression
on the mind of the children for
sometime.

Another message was also

rendered in the next and final
show titled 'Karakari Meah vs
Dakhal Meah' (The Snatcher vs
the Grabber). The two puppet kids
that played the feuding roles were
locked in a fierce quarrel for some-
time over the control of a piece of
land before finally agreeing to a
'ceasefire’, reaching a satisfactory
settlement.

Renowned artist Rafiqunnabi,
popularly known as Ranabi, poet
and resident editor of Prothom Alo
Abul Momen, school teachers
and few journalists were also
present to share a joyful evening
with the children.

Swapnokuri Shommanona Padak 2002

CULTURE DEsK

WAPNOKURI--a literary

and cultural organisation

for youths founded 17
years ago, gave away its Honor-
ary Medal 2002 recently at the
Poet Sufia Kamal auditorium of
the National Museum. The recipi-
ents were eminent singer Bashir
Ahmed and flutist Gazi Abdul
Hakim.

This was Swapnokuri's second
award that it confers on
educationists, litterateurs and
cultural personalities. Introduced
in 2001, the first year's honour
went to acclaimed Lalon-singer
Farida Parveen and educationist
Professor AshrafAli.

State Minister for cultural

affairs, Begum Selima Rahman
handed the awards, which com-
prised of an amount of ten thou-
sand taka and a crest. Popular
playback singer of the 1960s
Bashir Ahmed quoted 'Ei
monihaar amay nahi shajey' from

State Minister for cultural affairs, Begum Selima Rahman handing away the awards

Rabindranath Tagore, and said ,
that Swapnokuri's was one of his
greatest achievements so far.
Internationally acclaimed flutist
Gazi Abdul Hakim termed the
Swapnokunri award as one of his
three significant achievements.

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-
ble for any change in the

Banglar Mukh

Tara Bangla today presents
an interview-based
programme Banglar Mukh
at Bangladesh time 10
p.m. Today's episode
features two eminent poets
from both the Bengal: poet
Syed Al Faruk from
Bangladesh, and poet
Shubodh Sarkar from West
Bengal, both reputed as a
poet of the '70s. The duo
indulges in an informal
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TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS

HBO: 12:15 a.m. Ginger Snaps.

| Is becoming a woman analogous,

in some deep psychological way,
to becoming a werewolf? Ginger is
16, edgy, tough, and, with her
younger sister, into staging and
photographing scenes of death.
They've made a pact about dying
together. In early October, on the
night she has her first period,
which is also the night of a full
moon, a werewolf bites Ginger.
Within a few days, some serious
changes happen to her body and
her temperament.

STAR MOVIES: 10:15 p.m.
Unbreakable. This suspense
thriller unfolds as the audience is
introduced to David Dunn, played
by Willis. Not only is he the sole
survivor of a horrific train-crash
that killed 131 people he doesn't
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