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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

June 29-July 12

Shilpangan arranges a watercolour
exhibition of reputed sculptor and
painter Hamiduzzaman Khan starting
from June 29. Two famous art-critics
Rabiul Hossain and Moinuddin
Khaled will be honoured for their
outstanding contribution to the
country's art movement along with
Fayza Haq of The Daily Star and
Ashishur Rahman Shuvo of The Daily
Janakantha for cultural reporting. The
programme starts at 5.30pm. The
exhibition is open for visitors everyday
from 10amto9 pm.

Folk Music

Festival

June 25-28

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
in association with UNESCO, holds
a four-day long festival of folk music
in Bangladesh. State Minister for
cultural affairs Begum Selima
Rahman will inaugurate the festival
at 7 p.m. on June 25. UNESCO
representative in Bangladesh
Wolfgang Vollmann will attend the
inauguration as special guest. The
schedule is as below:
June25at7.00 p.m.
Inauguration, Regional Folk Songs
of Bangladesh, Performance by
eminent folk-singers

June 26 at6.00 p.m.

Regional Folk Songs of Bangladesh
June 27 at6.00 p.m.

Baul, Bayati, Marfati and
Murshidi.

June28at6.00 p.m.

Baul, Bayati, Marfati, Murshidi
and Palagaan

Award ceremony
June 25

Dhaka Padatik confers its Abul
Kashem Dulal Memorial Award
2003 on eminent artist Syed Jamil
Ahmed at the Mohila Somiti
auditorium. Artist Mostafa Monwar
will attend the ceremony as chief
guest. The ceremony starts at 6.00
p.m.

Film show
June 25-26
Jahangirnagar Film Society in
association with Goethe Institut
Dhaka organises a two-day long
screening of German films at the
Goethe Institut. The schedules are
follows:
June 25 at 4.00 p.m.
Metropolis by Fritz Lang

at 6.30 p.m.
M by Fritz Lang
June 26 at 4.00 p.m.
Aguirre, Wrath of God by Werner
Herzog

at 6.30 p.m.
Fitzcrralds by Werner Herzog.

CULTURE

Poetry to Portrait

In praise of Sufia Kamal

Fareha Zeba speaks about her exhibit at "Chitrak”

FAYZA HAQ

F AREHA Zeba, speaking
about her recent exhibition at
"Chitrak", said, "The purpose of the
exhibition is to praise and project
Sufia Kamal's achievements. The
display began on 20th June, her
birthday. | traced her life from her
childhood to her last poem. | dealt
with her meetings with Begum
Rokeya, Rabindranath Tagore,
Nazrul Islam, and Gandhi. In her
meeting with Begum Rokeya | used
yellow, black, green and brown. |
depicted her as coming from the
dark to the light while a parallel
female figure to the right breaks
through the bars and bindings to
reach out for education. There is the
portrait of Sufia Kamal and a collage
inthe middle ."

"Moving on to the depiction of
how she was the first woman in the
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Mirror of Lie.

subcontinent to ride an airplane,
which led to some controversy at
her time, I've used toy planes and
have used some of the lines from
the poem that she wrote after this
experience. There are orange and
blue splashes, touched with gray
and blue. The subjects wearing of
white sari with a narrow border has
been heightened in all the paintings.
Just as women were treated like
toys at that time so the airplane is
depicted as a toy too."

In two other small portraits,
Fareha brought in the subject of
women being raped and burnt with
acid. "Sufia Kamal had said 'High-
light the rapist and not the person
raped' and this is what | have done
by depicting the rapist in the left with
green, yellow ochre and blue
strokes. The woman's pain has
been depicted with the red and blue
strokes. The acid victim is depicted
in the other painting as once enjoy-
ing herself and then turning sud-
denly into a victim, situation from
which there is no escape in the form
of adequate repair of the face. This
has been done in splashes of pur-
ple, blue and strokes of brown. Sufia
Kamal's portraits have been
included in miniature in order to
stress the role that she has played in
women's emancipation. | have not
used the subject's portrait in all the
paintings in order to avoid monot-
ony. In another painting I've collage
from all over the world to drive home
the fact that women in Bangladesh
today have a wider outlook of life."

She adds, "The theme of rape
and torture by acid has been contin-
ued in other paintings. The black
shadows heighten the effect of fear
and morbidity. Here I've changed
the angle of the pictures to bring in
variation and the figures are to be
seen diagonally. Gray, brown and
orange bring in a peaceful which is
shortly destroyed the cruel schemes
of destructive elements of our
society. The pretty landscape and
the inclusion of the gossiping friends
bring in the beautiful past where
there was no fear or destruction."

Fareha continues, "Sufia Kamal
was very fond of animals and birds
and I've shown this in a collage
where a picture from a magazine
depicts her petting two cats, lying on
a bed. Her love of pigeons has been
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Twilight Magic.
presented in the same painting in
my own way. The purple and blue
simple strokes at the back are to
offset the subject. I've tried to pres-
ent my themes with the simples of
strokes and colours."

She adds, "When Gandhiji came
to Barisal, Muslim women didn't go
for protest marches, but she donned
Hindu garbs, put a red mark on her
forehead, and being encouraged by
her husband, met Gandhiji, a
moment that I've portrayed in my
next work. Her portrait and a collage
with the great Indian leader have
been included in the composition.
The brown, black, yellow and beige
strokes here are to represent
Begum Sufia's old memories of
days gone by."

Fareha adds, "Nasiruddin, a
famous editor of 'Shaukat' had
helped Sufia Kamal a lotin encour-
aging her when her husband had
died and she was going through a
dark phase in life. At that time she
was driven out of her house too.
This I've depicted in my painting

which includes a collage. Sufia
Kamal is represented by the woman
wearing a dark purple sari while her
body is done with pink and blue to
stress on the dark days that she was
passing through. At the side are
washes of purple, blue and peach.
I've used a lot of white in many of the
paintings in order to lend space and
allow the viewer to think and drink in
the message."

"Another painting," Fareha
elaborates, "brings in the late 60s
when USA was trying to dominate
Bangladesh. | tried to express the
wave of that period by bringing in
certain elements of the Statue of
Liberty, fragments of the American
flag while Sufia Kamal is shown as
pondering over the situation while
Bangladesh is spread before her
likeawrecked chessset."

Fareha Zeba who paints to
express a message rather than sell
her work, has had five solo exhibi-
tions so far and has participated in
joint exhibitions in China, Canada,
France and Bangladesh.

Ay
’/’\‘

TV GUIDE

The Baily Star

New album by Fatema Tuz Zohra
"Tumi besh bodley gechho'’

NOVERA DEEPITA

HE launching of
audiocassette and CD titled
"Tumi besh bodley gechho'
by the eminent Nazrul singer
Fatema Tuz Zohra was held at a city
hotel recently. The chairman of
Purbani Hotel and the advisor of
Tonatuni, a production house,
Azizur Rahman unwrapped the CD
and audiocassette cover in the
programme.
The album is a collection of
folksongs by Nazrul, Shachin Dev

Burman, Lalon Shah and other
prominent composers.

'I'm overwhelmed by this honour.
It is the first time that such a big
programme is arranged for me. |
believe that | have made some
contribution to the music of this
country,’ the singer beamed.

Among others, music director
Ahmed Imtiaz Bulbul, Azizur
Rahman of Tonatuni and singer
Kiron Chandra Roy and Shuvro Dev
also spoke at the occasion.

Glittery-delight

Crystal Clear

Russian Crystal Fair

ELITA KARIM

seven-day crystal Fair

began at the Russian Cul-

ture Centre, Dhanmondi on

June 20". Several pieces of crystal

items have been displayed for

people to see and also to buy. On

the very first day, men and women of

various age groups were seen

enjoying the fair and also buying a
few crystal tit-bits.

The fair consisted of crystal
pieces with designs and cut works
of the Russian origin. A batch of
green crystal pieces were dis-
played, bearing shapes of a flower
basket, fruit bowls candle stands
and many other drawing room show
pieces, ranging from tk200- tk16,
000. Another batch of brown crystal
pieces portrayed cleverly cut minia-
ture Russian animals and people
with mustaches to complete the
effect. Flower vases and ashtrays of
various shapes and sizes were
probably the most common pieces
amongst the crystal bunch.

Elegant crystal sets were dis-
played in blue and brown, right
beside the huge white crystal sword
and an old fashioned crystal drink-
ing bag. Besides the miniature
crystal horses, sheep, birds, snails,
fish and shoes, what might catch the
eyes is a huge traditional crystal
punch bowl or a soup bowl with a
spoon and a set of glasses sur-
rounding it, complete with a tray
priced at around tk35, 000. Soccer
fans were glancing eagerly at a big

crystal soccer ball, costing tk10,
000. There were scenes from Mos-
cow and other parts of Russia
carved out in crystal, portraying the
excellent craftsmanship with the
intricate and detailed designs.
Something, which really caught
the eyes, was The Wizard of Oz
chess set, with all the crystal sol-
diers guarding the crystal king and
queen priced at around tk17,000.
Besides the chess sets, there was a

crystal Lily and had a whole lot of
people surrounding it just to have a
glance.

Various people, ranging from a
10-year-old to a grand mother are
visiting the Russian fair. Families and
people from all parts of Dhaka are
literally gasping at the beauty of the
delicate items and are trying to have
these foreign designs as a part of
their daily delight and entertainment.

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-
ble for any change in the

+* Magazine show

Anandadhara

BTV redesigns its magazine
programme Anandadhara
making it subject-based to
be aired on the fourth
Wednesday every month at
10.50 p.m.

The episode to be aired
today focuses on Dhaka
Tourism Centre. Directed
jointly by Sajedur Rahman
and Khaled Enam, and
produced by Shekh Riaz
Uddin Badsha, the episode
presents some different
kinds of music and dance,
magic and game shows,
skits and a special
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