Did U Know?

New Zealand have played 303 Test
matches to date. They won 53 of them and
lost 119 while the remaining 131 matches
ended as either tied or no-result.
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ACC bolsters BD

IWI Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

The Asian Cricket Council (ACC)
declared a financial boost to
enhance the performance of the
Bangladesh cricket team.

"The ACC has approved a grant
of 500,000 dollars to Bangladesh for
the development of their cricket.
The money will be given from the
share of the four full members of the
ACC," said Syed Ashraful Huq
during a press briefing at a local
hotel yesterday.

The chief executive of the ACC
also said that both the International
Cricket Council (ICC) and the ACC
would monitor those projects.

"The majority of the funds will go
towards the development of the
Mirpur Stadium that the ICC has
recommended could be a high-
performance academy for the
national team to practice throughout
the year," said Ashraful, a former
national cricketer and former gen-

member, it is very important in the
light of growing criticism from differ-
ent quarters following the national
team's poor showing.

"It is very important that the ACC
and the ICC to be involved in the
development of our national team,"
said BCB president Ali Asghar, who
however attended the briefing as

ACC chief.

While Asghar described the
direct involvement of the game's
ruling body in the development of
Bangladesh cricket as a positive
step, Ashraful considered it a neces-
sity.

"The ICC's involvement through
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Kapil Dev
(Former India cricket captain)

"Any person who takes the Indian
team towards success whether
Indian or foreigner is always wel-
come."
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shortly afterwards

1. Who will lead the Australia
bound Bangladesh cricket
team?
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It's MSC v AKC
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Mohammedan Sporting Club and
Abahani Krira Chakra will clash for
the Club Cup trophy tomorrow after
both the Dhaka giants convincingly
crossed the semifinal barriers at the
Maulana Bhasani Stadium yester-

whites ahead deflecting home a
right side hit from Musa in the sev-
enth minute and then doubled the
margin after being nicely fed by
Pakistani Mohammad Asim in the
26th minute.

Asim, the lanky midfielder, made
it 3-0 from a goalmouth melee in the
32nd minute while Kamal sealed the
first session following a counter-
attack a few minutes later.

found the going tough against
Mariner especially in the first half
where the Arambagh based club
gave Abahaniahardtime.

An opportunist goal from Jahidul
Islam Rajan in the 28th minute
settled the Dhanmondi boys'
nerves.

Inspired by the late first half goal,

Wanderers
oust

Liverpool Club

SPORTS REPORTER

Wanderers Club of Moulvibazar
stormed into the Sylhet zone final of
the Nitol-Tata third National Football
League with a convincing 3-0 win
over Liverpool Club of Sunamganjin
the semifinals at the Sylhet Stadium

Coming down under
itself an attainment!

Ly LT

Cricket

AFP, Brisbane

Bangladesh's touring cricket squad
knuckled down to work here on

captain Habibul Bashar.

"To cross it, | had to sometimes
take the hire boats | had to struggle
alotto getto the cricket field.

"These days it is all right,
because there is a bridge, so | can
come easily now, but when | started

Bangladesh
U-23 still
winless

SPORTS REPORTER

The going only got tougher for
touring Bangladesh under-23
cricket team which suffered a six-
wicket defeat at the hands of Sri
Lankan under-23 side in their third

; the sky blues maintained their : \ laying cricketit was very hard."
Mohammedan, the defending by pulling one back in the 45th ' y ] man, left home at 16 to move to the | Premadasa Stadium in Colombo

champions, eliminated Usha Krira
Chakra 6-1 in the first semifinal,
thanks to former national forward
Rafiqul Islam Kamal who finally
found his scoring touch and scored

minute when Irteza Kader Guddu
converted a short corner but when
the popular Motijheel outfit scored
two late second half goals it ended
Usha's hopes.

10 minutes into the second half.
Captain Mahbubul Hasan Rony
blasting the board from the top of the
box.

Veteran campaigner Zahid

Shaon Barua scored once each in
the 7th, 9th and 18th minute.

Wanderers Club will now face
either Football Players Association
of Sherpur or Mymensingh Abahani
inthefinal.

mighty Australians.

The team trained in a well-
equipped city gym on their first day
since arriving here on Monday.

For many of the players of
cricket's newest Test nation, just

capital where the country's only top-
level cricketis played.

"It was a bit difficult,” Bashar
said. Now, Bashar and his team-
mates are moving towards becom-

yesterday.

Electing to bat first, the visitors
were restricted to 175 for 5 in the
stipulated 50 overs with middle
order Rajin Saleh scoring a pains-

three goals against his former club. Rumman scored the fifth goal for . ; Away in Noakhali, Biplob et's . L natic ing full-time brofessionals. with ; g
On the other hand, Premier Mohammedan capitalising on a Bﬁgwazeg:;/;e'\ga:?zrldsgg .:Otgz Sangha of Gazipur posted a 2-0 win _matklnI? it to cricket training is a feat mgst ot havir?g Hme to ke on ;32;‘\%:%:’2 91 balls consisting of
Division champions Abahani edged ~ Kamal pass in the 60th minute while W I I over Nazir Para Krira Chakra of | initself. : :
53rd minute. Slow left-arm bowler ONherjops. Mazharul Haque made an

past Mariner Young's Club 4-1 in the
second match to set up the eagerly-
anticipated Abahani-Mohammedan
final on Thursday.

Mohammedan enjoyed a 4-0
lead during the lemon break.

Kamal, the bandana headed
centre forward, put the black and

defender Isa Miah drove the last nail
into Usha's coffin from a short
corner three minutes before the long
whistle.

ABAHANI-MARINER
While it was an easy sail for
Mohammedan, their arch-rivals

But young forward Ashraful Islam
Shishu restored Abahani's two-goal
lead by converting a short corner.

Defender Abdur Rahman then
settled the issue with a goal at the
stroke of the final whistle.

PHOTO: STAR

Chandpur to move into the zonal
semifinals.

Ashraful and Shahadat scored
one goal each for the winners.

In Jamalpur, Abdul Latif Smriti
Sangsad beat Greater Baby Stand
Club of Tangail 5-4 through a tie-
breaker after the regulation 90-
minute ended in a dull draw.

A hattrick by Biplob propelled
Sheikh Russell Krira Chakra of
Nilphamari to a 5-1 win over Agni
Shikha Sangsad of Lalmonirhat at
the Sirajganj Stadium.

Apart from Biplob's treble, Anwar
scored the other two goals for the
winners while Rahim pulled one

Niznandwali Sporting Club of
Magura at the Jhenidah Stadium.
Zahidul struck twice while
Rashedul and Monir added one
each while Nurul Islam reduced the
margin for the Niznandwali Club.

WI overtake
SL

STAR SPORT MONITOR

Captain Brian Lara scored his 21st
century as West Indies overhauled
Sri Lanka's 354 shortly before lunch
on the fifth and final day of the first
Test at St. Lucia yesterday.

Lara, who was waiting on 93 for
more than a day after rain had

Mohammad Rafique, considered
the senior member of the team at
34, had to row his family's hire boat
across a 500-metre flood-swollen
river to make it to practice as a
young boy.

"There is a big river between
Dhaka and the place | stayed,"
Rafique said through his vice-

Bangladesh have lost 18 of 19
Tests since being admitted to the
international fold in 2000, their only
draw coming in a rain-hit tie against
Zimbabwe two seasons ago.

They have also not won a single
one-dayer since upsetting Pakistan

SEE PAGE 14 COL

unbeaten 31 while Nazimuddin (26)
was the other notable run-getter for
Bangladesh.

The home side responded with
178-4in45.1 overs.

Mandis led his side to the con-
vincing victory with an unbeaten 71
followed by Chandra Kumara who

SEE PAGE 14 COL

'Brazil shown the door

FRANCE 2003

AFP, saint Etienne

Turkey made it through to the
Confederations Cup semi-finals
here Monday after a 2-2 draw with
world champions Brazil which
earned them sweet revenge for the
two defeats inflicted by the South
Americans atlast year's World Cup.

In the best game of the competi-
tion so far Turkey booked a semi-

Brazil an early lead, with Alex grab-
bing a 90th minute equaliser.

Alex's close-range effort
sparked bedlam with opposing
players coming to blows in the
Turkish goal resulting in a red card
for World Cup winner Ronaldinho.

The South Americans up to now
had paid the price for bringing a
young and inexperienced team to
France and failed to live up to their
billing as the best team on the
planet against Cameroon and the
United States.

But the five-time world champi-
ons were an altogether sharper and
more dangerous oultfit here, acutely
aware that only a win would suffice.

Carlos Alberto Parreira, who had
led them to World Cup glory in the

A :
7’\\* baﬁ‘;fc;;g‘elé‘:tlmn?gt'g?]atgoiﬁé da y from Gokdeniz Karadeniz and well tonight, much better than
Biplab Shahid Smriti Sangsa{i substitute Okan Yilmaz after Italy-  Turkey in the first period, and could
ar registered a 4-1 win over based striker Adriano had given  have killed off the match on at least

four occasions.

"l warned my players at half time
that the difference in physical
fitness would come into play in the
second half, with Turkey having the
advantage, and so it proved.

"My aim was to get to the final,
we haven't achieved that but we've
managed to test out some players.

"So all | can say is bravo to
Turkey and bonjour to France."

His opposite number, Selos
Gunes, was eagerly looking forward
to the date with the hosts.

"l wanted to play France in the
final, but that's now happening in
the semis. It will give my new play-
ers a chance to test themselves
against a giant of football - World
Cup winners and European cham-
pions."

Lillee being
harsh on
‘littles’

REUTERS, Perth

Dennis Lillee says low-ranked
countries like Bangladesh should
be stripped of Test status.

"I'm not against progress, but
involving struggling countries in
quality events such as the World
Cup and Tests simply makes a
mockery of records," the former
Australia fast bowler wrote in The
West Australian newspaper on
Tuesday.

"It became obvious to me, after

SEE PAGE 14 COL

Former champion Andre Agassi
moved into the second round of the
men's singles at Wimbledon on
Tuesday with a 6-4, 6-0, 5-7, 6-4 win
in two hours over Jamie Delgado of
Britain.

Agassi, the second seed, now
meets either Lars Burgsmuller of
Germany or Albert Montanes of
Spainfora placeinthe last 32

Four-time semi-finalist and
British 10th seed Tim Henman
advanced with a 6-2, 7-6 (13/11), 3-
6, 6-1 win Tuesday over 157th-
ranked Tomas Zib of the Czech
Republic.

Henman, bidding for a first British
men's crown since 1936, now meets
either Michael Llodra of France or
David Sanchez of Spain.

Earlier Serena Williams kicked
off the defence of her Wimbledon
title in typically efficient style with an
emphatic dismissal of her compa-
triot Jill Craybas.

The world number one, bidding

Any rivals hoping that events in
Paris earlier this month, when
Serena was booed and jeered on
herway to a tearful defeat by Justine
Henin-Hardenne in the semifinal,
would have a lasting impact on her
dominance of the world game found
little in the way of encouragement
from this performance.

Williams' hitting from the base-
line was as lusty as ever and pro-
gressively overwhelmed the spirited
resistance of her opponent.

Williams is unlikely to be given
much more of a workout by either of
her potential second round oppo-
nents -- Els Callens of Belgium or
Germany's Barbara Rittner.

American Meghann
Shaughnessy, the 19th seed, was
an early casualty, succumbing in
straight sets to Hungarian qualifier
Aniko Kapros.

Jelena Dokic briefly looked like
she might be in trouble against
British wildcard Elena Baltacha,
who got the home crowd going with

Russian 15th seed Elena
Dementieva had less of a struggle,
easing through 6-2, 6-1 against
Germany's Angelika Roesch.

French qualifier Cyril Saulnier
pulled off an upset of the day in the
men's singles when he dumped last
year's semifinalist Xavier Malisse
out of the tournament.

Malisse, seeded 14th, looked
totally out of sorts as he produced
error after error and Saulnier,
ranked 124 in the world, was able to
cruise to a 6-4, 6-3, 6-2 victory.

His reward for what was only the
second Grand Slam victory of his
career is a second round clash with
powerful Australian Mark
Philippoussis.

The 'Scud' went through at the
expense of Argentine Mariano
Zabaleta 6-3, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Malisse was not the highest seed
to fall. Seventh seed Guillermo
C o r i a
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draw as not a ball was bowled on the
fourth day due to damp outfield at
the Beausejour Stadium here on
Monday.

The West Indies were 272-4 in
their first innings in reply to Sri
Lanka's 354 when heavy rain
stopped play in the post-lunch
session on Sunday.

Skipper Brian Lara was batting
on 93, seven short of his 21st Test
century and the third in the last five
matches.

Marlon Samuels was the other
not-out batsman on five.

Umpires Daryl Harper and Billy
Bowden made a series of inspec-
tions before calling off play.

The second and final Test will
startin Jamaica on Friday.

BRIEF SCORES

SRI LANKA: First innings 354 (M
Atapattu 118, K Sangakkara 56, M
Jayawardene 45, C Vaas 38; C
Collymore 5-66)

WEST INDIES: First innings 272 for
4 (W Hinds 113, B Lara 93 not out)
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Turkish custodian Rustu Recber (R) and Brazilian superstar Ronaldinho starting a fight during their Confederations Cup match at the Geoffroy
Guichard Stadium in Lyon on June 23.
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