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RECOMMENDATIONS

Crystal Fair

June 20-26

A weeklong Russian Crystal Fair
will be held in the Exhibition Hall at
the Russian Cultural Centre. The
inauguration ceremony will be held
on Friday, June 20 at 5pm. The
exhibition will remain open for all
from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm till
Thursday June 26th, 2003.
Venue: Exhibition Hall of the
Russian Cultural Centre

House # 510, Road # 7,
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205

Theatre

June 27-30

To mark the fourth Biannual
Conference of Shattwik Nattya
Somprodya, the theatre group
arranges a drama festival at the
Shawkat Osman auditorium of
Begum Sufia Kamal Library.
Entitled Molierre Drama Festival,
the festival features staging of
Molierre's drama by four reputed
theatre groups of Dhaka. Besides, a
seminar titled Molierre's Drama in
Bangladesh will also take place
during the 4-day long conference of
Shattwik.

Anniversary

Rich tributes paid to
Begum Sufia Kamal

Latest novel launched

PHOTO: AFP
Fans of Harry Potter throng a
bookstore waiting in line to pur-
chase copies of "Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix" in Kuala
Lumpur, 21 June 2003.
Hundreds of Malaysians rushed to
queue up hours before the much-
anticipated fifth Harry Potter book
went on sale at 7.0lam here,
many buying more than one copy
each of the fifth and latest novel
launched world-wide 21 June.

NOVERA DEEPITA

o mark the 92nd birth anni-

versary of Begum Sufia

Kamal, Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad organised a programme
titted "The role of civil society and
good governance in resisting vio-
lence against women' at the Jatya
Press Club recently.
Sufia Kamal dedicated her life to
women's liberation movement. She
remained at the forefront of all politi-
cal, social and cultural activities.

The keynote paper titled 'Women
repression, democracy and civil
society’ was presented by Ali
Anwar. In his speech he described
the role of women in the world
history and the rights of women. He
said, 'In the movement of democ-
racy and independence the ladies
like Pritilata , Jahanara Imam had
leading roles. The role of women is
also remarkable in the social move-
ments against slave system, child
rights, minority rights and off course
women's rights.'

Giving different statistics about
women repression he also said,

'Today we see women in every
single profession but still the overall
situation of women has not devel-
oped at all. Violence and injustice
againstwomen are still rampant.'

National Council member singer
Mita Haque presented two Tagore
songs in memory of Sufia Kamal--
Majhe Majhe taba dekha pai and
Amimarerr sagar pari debo.

The Secretary of Mabhila
Parishad, Aysha Khanom
remebered Sufia Kamal and said, '
She was soft spoken but very bold.
She fought against all type of back-
wardness. We will rise against
violence on women in her memory.'

Prominent actress Lucky Inam
recited a poem by Sufia Kamal titled
Tumi mago shei alor duhita which
was dedicated to Begum Rokeya.

Dr. Shahin Ara Hossain
proffessor Rajshahi University and
veteran leftwing activist Hena Das
also spoke at the occasion. Iffat Ara
Dewan, Aditi Mohsin and Khairul
Anam Shakil performed songs and
paidrich tributes to the poet.

Drifting away into the spring

According to me, Music is not for
entertainment.
It was my life-long dream to play
such kind of music which will make
the listeners forget to clap;
which will make them silent.
My dream came true, once.
| played one raga,
while the listeners
immersed deep into meditation
and | experienced a state of
thoughtlessness.
This silence was so nourishing,
so fulfilling,
there was no need to play anything
else.
Shivkumar
Sharma
P ANDIT Shivkumar Sharma is
an exceptionally gifted
musician. In a sense he is a
complete artiste, having had his
training in vocal, percussion and
instrumental music, from none other
than his father, Pandit Umadutt
Sharma, a distinguished State
Musician of Jammu and Kashmir.
However, it was the father's express
desire that Shivkumar should dedi-
cate himself to popularizing the

Santoor. Pandit Shivkumar Sharma
has not only elevated this folk instru-
ment of Kashmir to the concert hall
status but thanks to his endearing
efforts, the Santoor has taken its
place in the concert halls around the
world. With a style evolved out of
gayaki (vocal), gatkari (instrumental
technique) and layakari (rhythmic
improvisation) Shivkumar imparts to
his santoor recitals a
multidimentional appeal. His raga
renderings delight the purists as
much as his light themes beguile the
lay listeners.

Shivkumar Sharma was born in
Jammu, in the state of Kashmir, on
13th January 1938. After training as
a vocalist from the age of five fol-
lowed by further training in percus-
sion through the Tabla, he took on
other instruments, such as the
Sarod, Violin and the Harmonium.
At the age of fourteen, he was
introduced to the Santoor by his
father, an instrument on which the
latter had done considerable
amount of research. Santoor had
many structural deficiencies as an
instrument to enable it to be appro-
priate to play certain basic nuances
of classical music form. One such
example is the "meend" which

involves the glide or slide which
enables to create a semblance of a
continuum of one note to the other
rather than moving discretely from
one note to the other, thereby pro-
ducing an effect similar to the vocal
rendering of notes. Pandit Sharma
grappled with many such problems
presented by the Santoor and
adapted the instrument to overcome
comments of many critics that,
unlike sitar or sarod, santoor was
not capable of mimicking vocal
techniques. He achieved this by
increasing the number of bridges to
get a wider range of octaves, and
changed the system of tuning and
the structural configuration of the
strings to allow for more precision
on note reproduction.

Shivkumar Sharma gave his first
public performance in Bombay in
1955. He recorded his first solo
album in 1960. In 1967, he teamed
up with the Bamboo Flute Maestro,
Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia and
the Slide Guitarist, Pandit Brij
Bhushan Kabra, to produce a the-
matic album "The Call of the Valley"
, easily one of the greatest hits in the
field of Indian Classical Music.The
musical legend Pandit Shiv Kumar
among other awards received

Pandit Shivkumar Sharma popularised Santoo, a 100 stringed Kasmiri folk

instrument.

Padma Vibhushan the second
highest award given to a citizen of
India.

The measure of Shivkumar
Sharma's achievement with the
Santoor has parallels with that of the
great master of the Shehnai, an
oboe-like instrument, which was
also more of a folk instrument than a

classical one, before the legendary
Ustad Bismillah Khan came on the
scene almost seven decades ago.
The names of Shivkumar and
Santoor are synonymous..!

Source: Internet.

Matir Moina: First Bangladeshi film
for commercial shows in UK

TAWFIQUE ALI

ATIR MOINA (The Clay
Bird), one of the critically
acclaimed Bangladeshi

films in the international arena,

which won the FIPRESCI Interna-
tional Critics' Prize as the best film of
the "Directors' Fortnight" at the

Cannes Film Festival in May 2002,

is going to be commercially

released for the common audience
in the UK on July 4, said its director

Tareque Masud recently at a press

conference organised by the Ger-

man Embassy in the city.

A special inaugural ceremony is
scheduled on July 6 at Genesis,
which Mayor of London is expected
to attend among other distinguished
guests.

"Today it's a matter of great joy
for the entire unit of this film that it
has also qualified for Munich Film
Festival to be held from June 28 to

A scene from Matir Moina.

July 5," Treque said.
Hermann Nicolai (Deputy Head
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Tareque and Catherine in action, behind the camera.

of Mission) of the German Embassy
said that the film had some "artistic"

and "intellectual" elements with a
fascinating portrayal of beauteous

landscape of Bangladesh, which
would create a positive impression
of Bangladeshi film-making
amongst the German audience.

The film won best screenplay
award at the Marrakech Interna-
tional Film Festival in Morocco in
September 2002

Other international film festivals,
in which Matir Moina was screened,
include Edinburgh Festival, Cairo
Festival, Australia's Adelaide Festi-
val, Spain's Sitges Festival, and
Fribourg Festival in Switzerland
among others.

Set against the backdrop of the
late 60s, a turbulent time in Bangla-
desh's history, Matir Moina ques-
tions the nature of dedication to
Islam and tells a tale of how a school
going boy copes up with his father's
religious zealotry. It has a critical
focus on cultural synthesis tradition-
ally practised in Bangladesh.
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