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RECOMMENDATIONS

Fruit fair

June 19-21

The Royal Thai Embassy in
collaboration with Thai Airways
International will organise a three-
day Thai Fruits Fair: "Exotic Fruits of
Chiang Mair' at the Embassy
ground "Udhayan Thai" on Madani
Avenue in Baridhara, Dhaka from
19-21 June, from 10am to 6 pm.

Crystal Fair

June 20-26

A weeklong Russian Crystal
Fair will be held in the

Exhibition Hall at the Russian
Cultural Centre. The inauguration
ceremony will be held on Friday,
June 20 at 5pm. The exhibition will
remain open for all from 10:00 am
to 7:00 pm till Thursday June
26th, 2003.

Venue: Exhibition Hall of the
Russian Cultural Centre

House # 510, Road # 7,
Dhanmondi R/A,, Dhaka-1205

Exhibition

June 14-24

Dhaka Shahittya Sanskriti
Kendra is holding the 6th
caligraphy exhibition at the
National Museum gallery on the
occasion of Holy Siratunnabi
(Sm.). The ehibition presents
works of 42 artists. The
exhibition is open for visitors
everyday from 10 amto 5 pm.

Theatre

June 27-30

To mark the fourth Biannual
Conference of Shattwik Nattya
Somprodya, the theatre group
arranges a drama festival at the
Shawkat Osman auditorium of
Begum Sufia Kamal Library.
Entitled Molierre Drama
Festival, the festival features
staging of Molierre's drama by
four reputed theatre groups of
Dhaka. Besides, a seminar
titted Molierre's Drama in
Bangladesh will also take
place during the 4-day long
conference of Shattwik.

CULTURE

The busiest violinist in town
Sunil Chandra Das

NOVERA DEEPITA

mance today, and in every music

composition, there exists at
least a slight touch of Sunil Chandra
Das's violin. His mystical fingerings
produce mesmerizing musical
notes, leaving the audience abso-
lutely allured and awestruck.

Violinist Sunil Chandra Das is
one of the most talented violinist of
our country who plays for most of
the stage programmes and media
like radio, television and
audiocassettes both performing
solo and accompanying with the
singers. He is the busiest violinist in
our cultural field.

‘Violin is difficult but at the same
time a rich instrument.' said violinist
Sunil Chandra Das. 'lt needs
enough patience to learn violin. It is
a difficult job, since it requires
enough time for the learner. Not
everybody has enough time to
spare nowadays. A person must
have interest in violin and at least
one hour time must be spared
everyday to masterthe art.'

Sunil started to play violin when
he was 13. His first guru was his
father late Matilal Das who was a
versatile genius. He used to play
tabla and at the same time violin,
flute and other instruments. Sunil
said, 'l took my first music lessons
from him. When | went to Calcutta
during the liberation war, | learnt
violin under a famous violinist of
Calcutta, Ustad Poritosh Shil for six
to seven months. And afterwards |
started to follow great musicians
and practice on my own. And finally |
came to a position | now hold as a
violinistin Bangladesh.'

He recalled, 'When | was very
young, | used to learn tabla from my
father. But, there were two ltalian
violins in our house. The violins
belonged to my father and he
thought of selling them. He told me
that quality violins are not available
in Dhaka. He advised me to learn
violin so he would not have to sell
the violins. Then | started to learn
and ultimately became a profes-
sional'

He said, 'lt's not everybody who
can earn by playing violin. One must
be an expert in playing if he or she

I N almost every stage perfor-

The Baily Star

Drama review

Aala Bhola

... with a touch of humour

ELITA KARIM

HANNEL-i has come up

with yet another drama

serial, Aala Bhola. For a
change, this series of drama does
not revolve around merely the
traditional idea of family bonding,
occurring obstructions, lovers'
squabbles and big wedding parties
with fabulously dressed ladies.
Rather, through this drama serial
the audience in Bangladesh just
might be able to enjoy some good
comedy and pleasant wit after ages.
The story revolves around two
friends Aala and Bhola, who live in
a village. Bhola, a stout fellow is,
as his namesake, bhola or foolish
and tends to fall in trouble all the

way to the store, Bhola finds
himself amongst little boys play-
ing with marbles and stones.
Without giving it another thought,
Bhola spends the whole morning
and afternoon playing stones and
marbles with the children, until
dusk falls and realization hits him.
He starts to wonder as to how he
would explain the situation to his
wife, who was getting tired and
worried waiting for him back
home. That's when Aala enters, a

Bhola by wrapping his forehead
and arms with bandages and
takes him back home, claiming to
the wife that a bull had attacked

thin, smart fellow with wit and a ,’ b h;

head full of ready made excuses / i ot b g  §

and answers. Aala helps his friend / . by ‘ v -
Azizul Hakim and Tushar K

an play the humorous duo in the drama.

sees Bhola's uninjured forehead. serials on the channel. For a

time. In the very first episode,
Bhola's wife sends Bhola to get
rice from the village grocer. On his

Sunil Chandra Das has made a name for himself in the music world.

playing. There must be specialty,
practice and one should play well to
earn from playing.

'| play the violin in media's like
television, radio, stage, film and
take part in national and interna-
tional programmes.' | am deeply
satisfied by the honour that | receive
from all concerned in the music
world.

Sunil mentioned with grief,
'There are short training courses of
playinginstrument in the Shilpakala
Academy like Sarod, Setar, Tabla,
Dotara and so on. These are 15
days courses for those who know
the Sa Re Ga Ma or the basics of
these instruments. But it is
extremely unfortunate that there is
no course for violin'

can name my Ustad Poritosh Shil,
his son Shomir Shil, Alauddin
Mia,classical player Indian artiste N
Rajan and Durbadal Chatarjee.
They were genius performers.'

Sunil Chandra Das works as a
music director of the music and
dance department of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. He has per-
formed for many stage programmes
abroad like Burma, Hong Kong,
India, Russia, Middle East, ltaly,
Japan, Australia, Turkey etc.

He said with grief, ' Nowadays
electrical instruments are more
popular. For this, the demand of
acoustic instruments is decreasing
day by day. If this continues, then it
is difficult to say what will happen to
our traditional music.'

Bhola. The wife believes the little
tale and takes good care of Bhola,
until the next morning when she

This new drama serial is defi-
nitely going to attract a lot of viewers
and it is also going to have a good
competition with all the other drama

change, the audience is going to
enjoy some healthy family comedy
and will also witness good perfor-
mance from the actors.

Lalon
captured on
celluloid

CULTURE DESK

EPUTED film director

Tanvir Mokammel fin-

ishes with the shooting of
the film Lalon based on the life,
music and philosophy of the
legendary Baul-icon Lalon Fakir.
Several places like the Bhugilhat
vilage on the bank of river
Bhairab in Jessore, Kushtia,
Shilaidaha, alluvial lands in the
Padma and Hotapora have been
used as the shooting spots of the
two-hour film.

The character of Lalon Fakir
has been played by three actors
to project three phases of his life:
accomplished actor Raisul Islam
Asad has played the matured
Lalon while young Azad Abul
Kalam has played the singer in
his youth. Lalon's childhood has
been portrayed by Arko Saha.
The character of Bishakharani,
Lalon's life-long partner, has
been done by Tamanna Yasmin
Tithi while Shomi Kaiser has
played Pyarinnesa, Lalon's
adopted daughter.

Other major roles have been

L

A scene from the film Lalon, directed by Tanvir Mokammel, featuring Raisul Islam Asad, Shomi Kaiser, Kartik
Das Baul and others.

the music of the film. Shot in
35mm, the film is now on the

played by Bhaswar
opadhyay, Chitralekha Guha,

Bandy- Khurshiduzzaman Utpal, Wahida

Mallik Jolly and many others.
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