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RECOMMENDATIONS

Fruit fair

June 18-21

The Royal Thai Embassy in Dhaka
in collaboration with Thai Airways
International inaugurates an
exquisite fair of Thai fruits entitled
Thai Fruits Fair: Exotic Fruits of
Chiang Mai, at the Balcony of Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel. The
exhibit will present an enormous
collection of tasty and exotic Thai
fruits. It also features a briefing for
fruit importers. The inauguration
starts at 3 pm Later the fair will be
taking place at the Embassy ground
from June 19 to 21 everyday from
10amto 6 pm.

Anniversary

June 18

June 18 is the first death anniver-
sary of Neelima Ibrahim, one of the
country's pioneer female
educationists, litterateur and social
activist. Neelima Ibrahim Bangla-
desh Study Centre will observe the
occasion with several activities. A
discussion and a launching
ceremony of a book titled Neelima
Ibrahim Smarok Grantho (Neelima
Ibrahim Memorial Book) will be
held at the VIP Lounge of the
National Press Club. Nurjahan
Begum, editor of the well-known
magazine for women Begum will
attend the event as the chief guest.
The programme will start at 4.30
p.m.

Exhibition

June 14-24

Dhaka Shahittya Sanskriti Kendra
is holding the 6th caligraphy
exhibition at the National Museum
gallery on the occasion of Holy
Siratunnabi (Sm.). The ehibition
presents works of 42 artists. The
exhibition is open for visitors
everyday from 10 amto 5 pm.

Theatre

June 27-30

To mark the fourth Biannual
Conference of Shattwik Nattya
Somprodya, the theatre group
arranges a drama festival at the
Shawkat Osman auditorium of
Begum Sufia Kamal Library.
Entitled Molierre Drama Festival,
the festival features staging of
Molierre's drama by four reputed
theatre groups of Dhaka. Besides, a
seminar titled Molierre's Drama in
Bangladesh will also take place
during the 4-day long conference of
Shattwik.
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Interview

A channel with promises

Channel-i is one of the country's pioneer TV channels in the private sector.
Shykh Seraj, Director (News) gives his views on the channel in an interview
with Harun ur Rashid and Kausar Islam Ayon of @he Baily Star

Shykh Seraj

RIVATE TV channels are

quite new in Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, however, it
has acquired a mixed feeling of
admiration and criticism among its
viewers. What is very hopeful
about these TV channels is that
they are trying to set different
trends and standards regarding
programmes and news.

The Daily Star: You were very
popular for your show Mati O
Manush, but now that you are
heading the Channel-i, why don't
we see any such item on its menu?

Shykh Seraj: There isn't any
full-length programme like Mati O
Manush on Channel-i's schedule,
but there are quite a few fillers and
promotionals, which relate to
agriculture. There is also one daily
item, Janopoder Khabor, which
picks stories from the life of our
rural population.

TDS: But this programme is
rather news-orientated.

S$S: Yes, through the
programme we are trying to create
a new trend in news making. Just
political news, crime reports,
international affairs alone do not
express the true characteristics of
our country where more than 80
percent of the population are
villagers and depend on agricul-
ture. | believe news on agriculture

should also get similar priority in
the media.

TDS: Is there any reflection of
thatin Channel-i news?

SS: Channel-i placed the news
on the crop havoc caused by
severe cold last winter among the
top stories.

TDS: What's your policy in
news making?

§8: Channel-i conforms to the
national interest and the ethical
values of journalism. We are
aware of the impact of what is
shown on the TV, especially upon
the young minds. For example, we
don't show gruesome pictures of
dead bodies, or the victims of rape
case and likes.

TDS: Recently Channel-i
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broadcast news on the Irag-war
with live spot reporting. How could
you make it happen?

SS: An Ajker Kagoj journalist,
Anis Alamgir, was in Baghdad
during the crucial situation, and we
contacted him. We rented an
APTN satellite-link through which
we finally did the coverage of the
warinlraq.

TDS: There is one major alle-
gation against the private TV
channels, that they often air sub-
standard Bangla films containing
obscene sequences. Your com-
ment.

SS: | won't deny the allegation.
But people also have to consider
one thing. There has to be certain
programmes for a class of people,

The entire crew of news-casters with Shykh Seraj.

not just in the villages but also for
the city dwellers, who find enter-
tainment in these films. But we
make sure that the films are cen-
sored before broadcast. Bangla
films do attract a lot of commer-
cials.

TDS: Why doesn't Channel-i
have enough programmes for
children?

SS: | don't agree we do not
have programmes for children.
We started some children's
programmes, like Boltey Pari Na.
But we had to stop the programme
due to lack of sponsorship. It's a
major problem in this regard. A
number of programmes and
animations for the children are still
in our hand and we are waiting for

sponsorship.

TDS: What is the situation in
sponsorship like?

SS: You can't imagine. Almost
60% of the ads go straight to BTV.
The rest, which is a very small
share, is distributed among the
private channels.

TDS: Why do you think is the
situation like this? Isn't that
because yourreachis limited?

SS: Yesiitis partly true. But our
programmes can be viewed any-
where in Bangladesh provided
there is cable connection.

TDS: Do you have any plan to
overcome this problem?

SS: Well, when we started we
provided the cable operators with
more than two hundred satellite
receivers. But this cannot be the
solution. We are now interested in
making good programmes only.
For the spreading of their network,
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the cable operators have to take
initiatives also.

TDS: You have given prefer-
ence to the younger generation
especially in the news casting and
anchoring of programmes. What
kind of feedback are you getting
now?

SS: The result is excellent, as
anyone would agree. In the begin-
ning, however, it wasn't very easy,
many couldn't take the young
people seriously in their roles. But
gradually people seemed to be
quite fascinated by the new trend.

TDS: Channel-i schedules are
full with repetitions. Your com-
ment.

SS: Yes, there's great scarcity
of standard production. But we are
very eager to lessen the repetition.

TDS: Do you have any good
news for the viewers of Channel-i?

8S: Channel-i is planning to
introduce some more news bulle-
tins and entertaining
programmes. A new programme
called 'Breakfast news' will be
aired very soon.

PHOTO: AFP
DENPASAR, BALI INDONESIA : Balinese women carry offerings on their head
during the opening ceremony of the Bali Art Festival in Denpasar, recently. The
month long festival is aimed at attracting tourists and assisting the recovery of the
island's tourism industry which suffered due to the 12 October 2002 bombing
which killed more than 200 people.

PHOTO: AFP
HELSINKI FINLAND : Rock icon Bruce Springsteen (C) performs with his E-Street Band at
the sold out Helsinki Olympic Stadium, 16 June 2003. Seen with Springsteen are saxo-
phonist Clarence Clemons (L) and guitarist Steve van Zandt.
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