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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

June 06-16

A photography exhibition titled
'Cityscape' is being held at the
Shilparag gallery (House 15, Road
16, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1209)
from June 6. The exhibition will
continuetill June 16.

June 6-19

A painting exhibition of Rashid
Amin titled 'Happenings' is going
on at the German Cultural Centre,
Goethe Institut Dhaka from June
6th to 19th, from 2- 8 pm.

June12-13

The Bangladesh Bonsai Society
and the Japanese Embassy will
jointly organise the eighth
exhibition of bonsai art-works at the
BRAC Centre at Mohakhali. The
opening ceremony will take place
at4 pmon June 12. The exhibition
will remain open for visitors and
buyers from 10 am to 7 pm on both
the days.

Theatre
June 27-30

To mark the fourth Biannual
Conference of Shattwik Nattya
Somprodya, the theatre group
arranges a drama festival at the
Shawkat Osman auditorium of
Begum Sufia Kamal Library.
Entitled Molierre Drama Festival,
the festival features staging of
Molierre's drama by four reputed
theatre groups of Dhaka. Besides, a
seminar titled Molierre's Drama in
Bangladesh will also take place
during the 4-day long conference of
Shattwik.

Notice for change of time

The timing of the opening cere-
mony of the Bonsai exhibition has
been shifted to 4 p.m. from the
previously declared 10 a.m., a
press release informs. The
showtime on the second day,
however, remains unchanged.

CULTURE

Documenta

The Jackals around the corner!

"Destination Unknown" a video film with message for the mass

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

my tears | hurriedly came out of
the Shishu Academy auditorium.
Itwas too much to bear.

The video had already started
when | arrived. Three young, beauti-
ful village girls clad in deshi sarees,
had boarded a country boat. An
unscrupulous Dallal was leading
them out of the village. The girls
seemed to have very little idea of
where they were heading for. Lucra-
tive jobs were offered to them at the
garments' factory. They were
undoubtedly being tricked. They
had already started their journey
towards hell! Soon two of the girls
were transported to the brothels and
another victim caught by the police
was put into jail for six months
without trail.

After six months she was rescued
by lawyers of an association. She
desperately tried to contact her
parents and when she finally did,
they disclaimed her. She was then a
burden for the family and a victim of
societal pressure, never to return to
her near ones again.

The second film began with a
scenery of a serene village life. The
scattered village huts portrayed the
picture of a poverty stricken area.
Nearby, a middle aged woman was
seen busy stacking dry leaves she
needed as fuel. Half a dozen chil-

I N a desperate attempt to hide

dren in scanty clothes moved about
here and there. They were all hun-
gry. Somewhere near about, the
jackals in disguise lurked about.

The two teenaged daughters
were helping their mother in the
daily chores. The head of the family
returned early from the field. He had
an unknown guest with him. He was
too kind to offer them food, money
and shelter in exchange for the two
grown up girls. He offered them a
dream of their life time. Readily the
family accepted the offer and the
two girls set out for their journey.
One of the victim was trafficked to
an unknown destiny while the other
was raped and somehow escaped
and returned to her village. Their
dreams are shattered for ever too.
They had no clue as to where they
could ask for justice.

Every year millions of women &
children are trafficked to unknown
destinies throughout the world in a
similar manner.

A two day Anti-Trafficking Video
Film Festival was organized by
ATSEC Bangladesh Chapter and
The American Centre recently.
ATSEC stands for Action Against
Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation
of Children. It is an organization
which has stood against one of the
most inhuman activities against
children, women and men. With a
clear objective of preventing traffick-

Innocent young girls are the prime target of the traders in human flesh.

The society in deep slumber while the dead tree trunk keeps a vigil.

ing ASTEC started its journey in
1998. From its very inception they
have started a massive campaign
networking and mobilization against
human trade.

At present 450 organisations are
directly linked with ASTEC Bangla-
desh Chapter. To raise a nation wide
mass awareness on frafficking, a
massive campaign, posters, semi-
nars, rally, courtyard meetings
documentary films, TV and radio

spots are being promoted by the
organization.

The film festival would be the first
and foremost initiative to play the
role of vanguard on behalf of the
partnering agencies and other
stakeholders as well in making
mass people aware of the human
jackals who lurk in every nook and
corner of the country waiting to offer
a bait to the hungry and the most
vulnerable group of people.
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Children are unaware of the traffickers lurking near about for their next catch.
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The Baily Star

Anniversa

Institute on the Pallikobi demanded

Birth centenary of Jasimuddin observed by the Nazrul Academy

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

E are rich with the
literary gift from three
talents: Rabind-

ranath- Nazrul -Jasimuddin.
They are unique in their own
world of art. Not only in poetry,
but they are also distinct bright
stars in the world of melody.
Jasimuddin created his own
world of music in folk style just
as Tagore created his world in
Dhrupadi and Nazrul in Kheyal.
To practise the Viswakobi we
have Shanti Niketan and Viswa
Bharati, for our Jatiyo-kobi we
have the Nazrul Academy and
Nazrul Institute. But it's a matter
of regret that still we do not have
an institute to remember and
practice the art of our beloved
Pallikobi, the speakers
menioned in a meeting observ-
ing the 100th birth anniversary
of Pallikobi Jasimuddin by the
Nazrul Academy at Moghbazar
onJune 09.

Mayor Sadek Hossain Khoka
attended the ceremony as the
chief guest, while executive
member of the Nazrul Academy,
Dr. Nashid Kamal, poet Syed
Shamsul Huda, music-
researcher Asadul Haque
spoke, recollecting their memo-
ries with the poet. The
programme was presided over
by Hasna Moudud, daughter of
the poet and an executive mem-
berthe Academy.

Mayor Sadek hossain Khoka
guaranteed to hand over the
land on which the Academy is
situated to the academy.

The most important event of
the occasion was handing over
of the two recently discovered
handwritten poems of the
Pallikobi by Asadul Haque col-
lected from one of his relatives.
Until then this manuscript was
unfamiliar even to the poet's
family, said Hasna Moudud.

'A poet like Jasimuddin with
non-communal diction, in touch
with nature and its objects, is
still rare after Nazrul', said Syed
Shamsul Huda in his speech.
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A priceless piece of documentation recently discovered: Jasimuddin's handwrit-
ten poem on his own writing pad.

Alim and Zahir Alim, Bina
Majumder--the granddaughter
of Kanai Shil who reformed the
Dotara, and many others.
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Acultural progamme followed
the discussion participated by
Nashid Kamal, two sons of the
great singer Abdul Alim--Asgar
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Eminent artiste Nashid Kamal seen performing Jasimuddin's popular number
'Har kala korlam-re'.
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