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RECOMMENDATIONS

Birth Centenary

June 9

Nazrul Academy organises a
discussion session and cultural
programme celebrating Pollikobi
Jasimuddin's birth centenary on
June 9 at 5:30p.m. at Nazrul

Academy Bhaban, Belalabad,
Maghbazar, Dhaka. Sadeque
Hossian Khoka, Mayor, Dhaka City
Corporation will be present as chief
guest at the occasion.

Exhibition

June 12-13

The Bangladesh Bonsai Society
and the Japanese Embassy will
jointly organise the eighth
exhibition of bonsai art-works at the
BRAC Centre at Mohakhali. The
opening ceremony will take place
at 10.30 in the morning of June
12. The exhibition will remain open
for visitors and buyers from 10 am
to 7 pmon both the days.

June 6-19

A painting exhibition of Rashid
Amin titled 'Happenings' is going
on at the German Cultural Centre,
Goethe Institut Dhaka from June
6th to 19th, from 2- 8 pm.

June 06-11

Freelance Artist Abdus Salam's solo
art exhibition titled Shomoyer
Bastabota (Fantasy with Reality) is
going on at the Zainul Gallery,
Institute of Fine Arts, University of
Dhaka. The exhibition continues
until June 11 and is open for
visitors everyday from 2 p.m. to 8
p.m.

CULTURE

Celebration

Thirty years of Bangladesh-Vietham
diplomatic relations

An evening blended with songs and dances

NOVERA DEEPITA

I O mark the thirtieth
anniversary of the diplomatic
ties between Bangladesh and
Vietham the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs arranged a two-day-long
cultural programme at the National
Museumon 7 and 8 June.

The chief guest of the
programme the state minister of
Cultural Affairs Begum Selima
Rahman said, 'l hope the visit of the
Vietnamese delegates along with
the artistes will further strengthen
the relationship of these two coun-
tries.'

Cultural Secretary Mudabbir
Hossain Chowdhury said in his
speech, 'Vietham had been the
source of inspiration during our
Liberation war and now the country
is an inspiration of prosperity and
progress in all sectors of our socio-
political area.'

Charge de Affairs of Viethnamese
Embassy, Ngo Van Hua said, 'Thirty
years ago a milestone was built
between these two countries.
During these thirty years the people
have also stood together to fight the
problems of their lives. Vietnamese
people are grateful to the people of
Bangladesh for their support.'
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Vietnamese dancers enthralled the audience with a dance titled Peacock's wings.

Afterwards an enchanting cul-
tural programme followed. Twelve
artistes lead by Le Nam were
among the Viethamese delegates
who performed in the cultural eve-

="

ning. A Vietnamese group-dance
titled 'Festivals of flowers', a compo-
sition of music and dance was
performed by some young Vietnam-
ese girls. Their colourful dresses
cheered the audience very much.
After the dance an instrumental
presentation by Ngoc Huyan, of a
traditional Vietnamese instrument
made of bamboo, was also delight-
ful.

Four traditional paintings were
hung from the ceiling of the stage
and there was a bright blue sky in
the background. In southern Viet-
nam, Apricot flowers blossom in
spring with their bright yellow colour.
The young dancers performed a
group-dance titled 'Yellow Apricot'
and danced in yellow dresses,
which was a pleasant sight. In
Vietnam there is a thousand years
old tradition of plantation of rice. A
very popular singer of Vietnam
Huang Mai performed a folk song
regarding this type of plantation.

Peacocks are symbol of love and
beauty in Vietnam and the dancers,

colours, performed a group-dance
named 'Peacock's wings'. Noc
Huain performed an instrumental
piece titled 'Come up to the spring'.

After the Vietnamese presenta-
tion, Bangladeshi artistes per-
formed a classical group dance in
'Tarana' led by Shamim Ara Neepa
and Shibli Mohammad. After the
entertaining dance the artistes of
Shilpakala Academy performed a
folk orchestra.

Hoang Mai sang a famous
Bangla number Ei Padma ei Megna
that was greatly applauded by the
audience. The artistes used their
traditional instruments in this
Bangla piece. Another group dance
was followed by the song. Finally
the guest artistes performed a group
dance with music titled 'My home-
land Vietnam'. All the delegates
along with the Charge de Affairs
came on stage and sang in chorus
with the artistes. At the end the
Secretary and the State Minister
presented bouquets to the artistes

The Baily Star

Dramatic lines of indelible impact
Rashid Amin's exhibition at Goethe Institut

FAYZA HAQ

I ALKING about the
introduction of canvas and
washes on paperwork as his works
for the first time, seen at the ongoing
exhibition at Goethe Institut, Rashid
Amin says, "I've worked in the print
media for years. Now I'd like the
viewers to have a sample of my
work in water colour and acrylic
which I've always done side by side
with my prints. Also, | wanted a
variation in my work as it gets
monotonous presenting the same
type of work year after year."
Touching on what medium he
prefers, Amin says, "l like working in
all the three mediums although my
attraction to prints is of a longer
nature. | want to excel in other
avenues other than prints, and carry
on my experimentation inthem."
Asked to talk about his penchant
for print making, Amin says, "In all
the three mediums you see the
predominance of black with muted
inclusion of russets oranges and red
in the present exhibition of 'Happen-
ings'. When | studied at Beijing from
1987 to 1992, | was naturally influ-
enced by the Chinese style where a
lot of black calligraphy and the use
of black in the water colour is well-
known. The impact of this style
comes back to my work repeatedly

contact with your paper or your
canvas and the struggle that an
artist might be going through is
easier to manipulate.

"Print is an indirect media, and in
etching, which | do, you make
plates, cover it with zinc and make
etchings on it, put a layer on it,
remove some portions from it, dip it
in acid, and then get your colour
through the use of different plates. |
feel that through painting | can
expose myself even further and give
the viewer a greater variety of work.
As a print maker there are many
problems such as the limitation of
the supply of a special type of hand-
made paper, good ink which has to
be exported. If one does use alter-
natives the result are naturally not
satisfactory. Again, when one does
not have one's own printing
machine, one has to go a begging.
Nowadays people are making
machines locally and renting them
out. At present, I'm affiliated with a
Fine Arts Department of a private
university, UODA (University of
Development Alternative), where a
print making facilities are available.
However, | don't believe that one
should identify and artist as a print
maker or painter necessarily as
artists like Picasso, Matisse and
Marc Chagall have done both
printing and painting. The acrylic
and water media that I've used this

as a consequence of the lasting
impressions that the black lines
have had on my work. Undoubtedly,
the play of lines is of consequence
the world over but it is most marked
in China. | feel most comfortable
with prints as I've been doing that
since 1987. However, painting is

time project my style and them as
before.

"Touching on the subjects of
printmakers at home that | admire,
Bangladesh too there are artists like
my guru, Mohammed Kibria, who
has taken pains to teach me about
the sensitivity of colours and lines,

Rashid Amin

Spain and Kalidas Karmakar whose
works | admire. Rafigun Nabi's
woodwork works are also undoubt-
edly superb. Again, there is Abdus
Satter. There is also young Rafi
Haque, who has made a name for
himself quite early. They have all
inspired me."

Asked to comment on his recent
work, Amin says, "My paintings
reflect spontaneous emotions.
Whatever is on my mind comes out
spontaneously within the frames of
my canvas or paper and thus
becomes visible. Subjects like
conflict, difficult times and also
nature are constantly on my mind.
They take on different shapes which
start arguing with each other right on
my canvas. So, most of the time my
artistic style expresses some sort of
struggle of colour and brush against
the canvas and paper. As long as |
cannot see anything peaceful or
soothing on the canvas, this fight
continues. In this context, lines and
forms play with colours and space."

He adds, "l want to provide con-
trasts. You will see that in all my
backgrounds there are same pale
colours which are juxtaposed
against my strong lines. Some
painters might want to create a
pleasing surface. | tend to break the
harmony of a soothing surface. With
long strokes or with the touch of the
brush | try out to bring out the inner-
most existence. At the same time
there is a landscape type images
and forms from nature created in
this manner."

Rashid Amin, who has a BFA
from Beijing, has had seven solo
exhibitions including ones at Beijing
and Hong Kong, and has taken part
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