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Birth Centenary
June 9

Nazrul Academy organises
a discussion session and
cultural programme cele-
brating Pollikobi
Jasimuddin's birth cente-
naryonJune 9 at5:30p.m.
at Nazrul Academy
Bhaban, Belalabad,
Maghbazar, Dhaka.
Sadeque Hossian Khoka,
Mayor, Dhaka City Corpora-
tion will be present as chief
guest at the occasion.

Exhibition
June12-13

The Bangladesh Bonsai
Society and the Japanese
Embassy will jointly
organise the eighth
exhibition of bonsai art-
works at the BRAC Centre
at Mohakhali. The opening
ceremony will take place at
10.30 in the morning of
June 12. The exhibition
will remain open for visitors
and buyersfrom 10amto 7
pm on both the days.

June 06-11

Freelance Artist Abdus
Salam's solo art exhibition
titled Shomoyer Bastabota
(Fantasy with Reality) is
going on at the Zainul
Gallery, Institute of Fine
Arts, University of Dhaka.
The exhibition continues
until June 11 and is open
for visitors everyday from 2
p.m.to8p.m.

CULTURE

Interview

The rapture of classical notes

Music maestros speak of their art

FAYzA HAQ

AM Kanai Das, one of the mae-

stros who recently performed at

La Galerie, Alliance Francaise,

said, " | began my interest in music by
singing Palligeeti at first, listening to my
father Proshik Lal Das and my mother
Dibbo Moi Das. The Sylheti folk songs
were different from those in other districts.
The dholak and mridanga that accompa-
nied these songs spurred me on. ltwas a
part of my upbringing and music came to
me naturally. | got involved in
Rabindrasangeet when | heard Hemanta
Mokhapaddya as a member of a musical
organisation as a youth. We had to go to
Dhaka to study and at times the teachers
came to us. | studied under Wahidul Haq
and Sanjeeda Khatun for this for 15 years.
"My interest in Uchchanga Sangeet
began even earlier as a young teenager,
who listened to the gramophone records,
inspired specially by the singing of
Ganonda Prashad Goswami from India. |
learnt Uchchanga Sangeet from Umesh
Candra Rai for 12 years and began per-
forming classical songs myself on the
radio in 1967. Those who influenced me
further in this line were Indian singers
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Pandit Ram Kanai Das

Rabindrasangeet have their notations
and given words and you cannot experi-
ment with them at will. To me Uchchanga
Sangeet appears limitless in its scope, as
all classical singers will tell you so that |
can present a raag with various rendi-
tions. To me, all the four types of songs
are very dear and when singing each of
the types | feel that it is the best and forget
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‘Ll'he others are something

Palligeeti is a part of me.

I've acquired from others. | enjoy singing folk songs
as it's in my blood while Uchchanga Sangeet is

something | sing at request.

Pandit Orun Bahaduri, Ustad Abu
Dawood Khan, Ustad Sadruddin Khan
fromwhom I learnt further."

Asked which genre of music he pre-
ferred, Kanai Das said, Palligeetiis a part
of me. The others are something I've
acquired from others. | enjoy singing folk
songs asiit's in my blood while Uchchanga
Sangeet is something | sing at request.
The Alliance Francaise audience tends to
go in for classical songs quite often, as |
understand. Again, in Uchchanga
Sangeet there is a special element, that
is, little confinement and you can present
your notes to your taste and mood. Other

or put aside my penchant for the rest."
Asked if he found it difficult to have
made a living as a musician, Kanai Das
said, "l have many students whom | teach
classical songs to begin with and then,
after three years of such basic training,
other genres according to the taste and
talents of the students. My students
include Sumona Aziz, Shanta Nil Dhar,
Paromita Dey Mauri (in
Rabindrasangeet), Barsha Mojumdar,
Anindita Chowdhuri, Sarmila Mojumdar
(Uchchanga Sangeet). Meanwhile, my
other students like Tripti Chakrabarti is at
present studying at Santiniketan and

too".

Shamsul Haque, who played the clari-
net during the soiree, learnt the wind
instruments from his father Bachchu Mian
in Bikrampur. After ten years of training
with him | learnt the clarinet from my
uncle. | also gathered some knowledge of
the trumpet and shehnai from him. He
said, "In the flute | play both classical, folk
and modern tunes. That night | played
raag malkosh and | performed solo."

Asked where he preferred to perform,
Haque said, "l enjoy the radio, TV and the
stage, having learnt my art from the age of
ten. | began with the radio in 1957 and in
the TV | accompany from 1974. Apart
from the flute | play the tabla and the
dhol "

Touching the subject of his students,
Haque said, "One of the solo performers
of the evening, Mohammed Hassan Ali,
was one of my first students and like him
I had many others."

Talking about the flute, Haque said,
"Ustad Panna Lal Ghosh from Barisal
gave it official status in Subcontinent
since the days of the British. Of course,
years back, the flute was there but it was
used mostly for folk music and it was not
oftenincluded in classical music."

He continued, "I accompany other
singers and play solo atthe same time as |
did at the recent La Galerie soiree. | have
played with Mehdi Hassan, Nighat
Chima, Suriya Multanighar when they
came to Dhaka and Chittagong. | have
also accompanied Mina Hamid, Abdul
Alim and Ferdousi Rahman."

Asked which genre of music he pre-
ferred, Haque said, "l like all but | like
classical music most, as I've trained in this
most of all." Commenting on his life as a
musician, he added, "today | keep myself
busy with flute and violin students like
Mohammed Hussain, and Salim
Chowdhury."

Also performing at the function were
Pinu Sen Das, who had taken lessons
from Pandit Shree Smar Saha in India.
Pinu Das is a regular performer of Ban-
gladesh Radio and BTV, and teaches
tabla at Chhayanat and the Azimpur
Ladies' Club. Last of all, there was
Hassan Ali, another flute player, who has
been playing with Bangladesh Betar and
BTV as well as for cinemas. He has
performed in Pakistan, South Korea,
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Celebration of studentship

Independent University, Bangladesh
celebrates its 10th anniversary.

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

O

cultural

N the occasion of 10th
anniversary and the 7th
Convocation of Independ-
ent University, Bangladesh (IUB),
the students of the university
arranged weeklong festival of
events like staging of
drama, quiz show, and painting
exhibition. The programme was
inaugurated on June 02.

The first day of the festival was
illuminate with the performance of
the students of the university. They

presented dance and songs.

The teachers too had their share

Nazir Ahmed, Assistant Professor,

plays on the piano.

in the admirable performance as
they led the students from the front.
One of the teachers Nazir Ahmed
played the piano, Nashid Kamal
another teacher performed a
number from 60's and a Bhawaia.
They altogether brought back the

At the end of the drama, how-
ever, the authority of the university
hurriedly brought the programme
to its end, while there were a lot of
distinguished personalities like Aly
Zaker, Abul Hayat, Afsana Mimi,
and many others were on the
stage. The authority could call one
ofthem for a speech.

The evening of the third day was
an assemblage of talented pupils
from different universities as Inter
University General Knowledge
Quiz Contest took place at the
National Museum. Vice Chancellor
of IUB, Professor Bazlul Mabin

1960 decade on stage and were

able to take the audiences to those

days thereby.

him.

At the end, eminent singer Syed
Abdul Hadi, who is a parent of a
student of the university, sang at
the request of the students. All the
performers sang in chorus with

On the second day IUB pre-
sented Dewan Gazir Kissa staged
by Nagarik Nattya Shampraday, a
well-reputed theatre group in the
country. The play's social satire
surely gave the audience a lot to
think about the decay of our soci-

Eminent singer Syed Abdul Hadi, also a parent of an IUB-student,
sings at the request of the students, while performers of the
day sing with him.

Chowdhury was present as chief
guest at the event. Inter University
Painting Competition also took
place on the same day at the same
venue. The exhibition of the paint-
ings will remain open for all from
June 4 to 9, from 10 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

It certainly is full of hope that a
private university like IUB touches
its 10th anniversary-mark success-
fully, especially when there is an
alarming situation created by the
abundant rise of private universi-
ties.

release.

startsat3 p.m.

Television Dramatists Association conference

Television Dramatists Association organises a conference on Ami O Amar Natok
(Me and My Dramas) on June 13 at the Liberation War Museum, says a press

An executive committee has been formed to this purpose with Shakur Majid
as the Secretary. Other members of the committee are Imdadul Haque Milon,
Mohon Khan, Arun Chowdhury, Rezanur Rahman, Pronab Bhatta, Kayes
Chowdhury, Gazi Rakayet, Aranya Anowar and Zinat Hakim. Besides the
President and the General Secretary of the Association Mannan Hira and Masum
Reza are also included in the committee.

All TV dramatists are requested to attended the conference. The conference

songs, like Nazrulgeeti and Anomesh Bijoey Chowdhury is in India Netherlands and India. ety
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