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RECOMMENDATIONS

Birth Centenary

June 9

Nazrul Academy organises a
discussion session and cultural
programme celebrating Pollikobi

Jasimuddin's birth ce
June 9 at 5:30p.m.
Academy Bhaban,

Maghbazar, Dhaka.

ntenary on
at Nazrul
Belalabad,
Sadeque

Hossian Khoka, Mayor, Dhaka

City Corporation will

be present

as chief guest at the occasion.

Anniversary

June 02-09
Independent

University,

Bangladesh celebrates its tenth

anniversary at the

National

Museum. The celebration

schedule is as below:

niversity

Knowledge Contest

June04 Inter U

General

Semi Final at 3 p.m. and Final at
7 p.m.

June 04-09

Inter

University Painting Competition
(Open from 10 a.m. to 4.30

p.m.)

Dance
June 04-05

Nrityanchal Festival 2003 will be

held at the Shishu
auditorium. The

Academy
first day

function starts at 5.30 pm and

features distributio
certificates and awa
Nrityanchal Talent

n of the
rds of the
Search

Programme. On the second day

dance-drama Shakun

tala will be

staged by Nrityanchal at 7.00

pm.

Exhibition
June12-13
The Bangladesh Bon

sai Society

and the Japanese Embassy will
jointly organise the eighth

exhibition of bonsai a

rt-works at

the BRAC Centre at Mohakhali.
The opening ceremony will take

place at 10.30 in the
June 12. The exhi
remain open for vi

morning of
bition will
sitors and

buyers from 10 am to 7 pm on

both the days.
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Poignancy of pain

Fahmida and Hasan's joint exhibit at La Galerie

FAYZA HAQ

AHMIDA Ahkter Kakoli and
Hasanur Rahman Reaz, a
young couple from the Fine
Arts Department, DU, held a mind
boggling exhibition, "Double Vision"
at La Galerie, A.F., recently. They
were post modern in their styles and

o

Hasanur Rahman Reaz

totally bold in their approach. They
were out to spread their message
and did not care for sale numbers to
pep up their morale. It required
tremendous courage to have such
an attitude to their work in our con-

Fahmida Ahkter Kakoli

servative society where the decora-
tive element of the art piece still
holds great weight.

Kakoli says, "I've used acrylic on
canvas and have here ten items. All
the subjects of my work deal with
nightmare. | want to state, what is
felt by most people, that we are
going through a terrible phase of
existence at the present time. The

focus is not just in Bangladesh but
all over the world. | want that every-
body is aware of the situation and
hopes for better days, where war
and conflicts will come to anend."

Asked why she had apparently
repeated her subjects, Kakoli says,
"The title are the same but these
subjects are different if you note
carefully as they deal with different
incidents although I'm not narrating
stories. Earlier in 2002 | had taken
part in many group exhibitions and
they too were subjects. In fact, when
we were allowed to experiment on
our own in our Masters stage, | dealt
with apparent abstract though |
brought in recognizable forms in my
composition. I've just completed my
Masters and believe that many
thinking viewers do appreciate my
work and by this | mean the intellec-
tuals and artists and not just art
collectors who go by the name or the
obvious visual appeal. It is true that
I'd like buyers to take my work but
that's not my priority. My main
concern is to express my feelings
and perceptions. So far I've earlier
worked with two themes: reminis-
cence and nightmare ."

In one of her works you see a
face that might be that of a child and
below it are splashes of red and
yellow and circling the head are
black and mauve. On top, at the
back, for balance some brown and
pink. "I've used the colours to evoke
the present evil and uncertain days
in Irag and also the dangers that
young ones face in the form of
accidents and kidnapping. | want to
show that an entire side of the child's
face has been badly affected. The
new element in my painting is the
use of spots which I've done with
fingers and they stand for dark spots
that are coming over our society so
that it is no longer a healthy one.
When one goes through bad
phases, one has tension and this
often gives rise to spots on the skin
and these spots also stand for this
feeling of insecurity. These marks
have also been used to render
harmony to the composition. These
have often been sued by chalk and
pastel. The other scattered lines are
often done with acrylicin green, blue
and red as you see in 'Nightmare-
38"

to 'Nightmare-32', acrylic on can-
vas, you see four gray and black
faces in the background. They are
touched with blue and red. One gets
the feeling that the figures are in
torment. At the side is a figure with
some parts of the body being appar-
ent and some sections missing. The
large use of red to bring in fear. This
is a depiction of gang rape of a
young woman which appeared in
many local newspapers. Everyday,
as you read the newspapers you
realize that someone or the other is
being killed or raped and this con-
demning situation is what | have
held up the mirror to in my can-
vases."

Reaz, talking about his installa-
tion works, some of which were
sculpture work on their own, he said,
"l went into the sculpture depart-
ment even though it is difficult to
obtain good wood and to work on
them without disturbing the neigh-
bours. Again, selling the items is
difficult as they are abstract and we

are not as progressive as in the
west. In 'Internal victim' one sees
space in between two sections of
wood with sharp, large nails in
between the planks which are
crisscrossed and carved. Smaller
nails are stuck partially to them. On
one side of the plank is the figure of
aman which has been burnton. The
wood is complete with grinding. In
another of my work are three planks
of wood, two being placed at the
bottom and two standing vertical.
Between the blue painted woods
you note the nails, on all sides and
intermingling with each other. They
stand on a box of wires and nails.
This is called 'Infected terrorism'.
The horror and pain are obvious.

Both the artists have won several
local awards, have taken part in
major group exhibitions and work-
shops, while Kakoli has had a solo
of herownin 1998.
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The Baily Star

Abak

ELITA KARIM

ITH the emergence of
modern day films and
dramas, the society today

is undoubtedly opening up to a
completely new genre of yarn,
which is sometimes bound together
with special public messages.
Besides the weekly serials
screened on television, namely
Grohon or the popular Ghriho Galpo
to which the viewers in Bangladesh
and abroad are so attracted to, and
whose characters already seem to
posses and share similar character-
istics and traits with every other
person next doors, sometimes a
mini drama does pop up once in a
while, carrying unique messages.
Abak or a surprising revelation is
basically about a frustrated young

man whose life revolved around the
simple and real truth concerning the
survival of the fittest in society.
According to him, to stay 'fit' and
survive in this world both economi-
cally and socially, one has to forgo
his good habits and own up to the
dark side of the whole social sys-
tem.

Shujon's father, played by the
eminent Abdullah Al Mamun, is a
cashier in a well to do company, and
is admired by everyone because of
his straightforward honesty and
courage. However Shujon, who
cares less for these mere human
characteristics, has his usual con-
flicts with his parents who try hard to
make him understand the impor-
tance of education and simple
society etiquette. When Shujon's
father commits suicide at the hospi-

tal on account of being a police
suspect in a case where the com-
pany's money gets mugged, Shujon
is convinced with his notions about
the two-faced society and decides
to become a swindle so as to earn
money and a place in society. In the
end however, Shumon goes to his
mother, played by Ferdousi
Majumdar, and tearfully admits that
it is truly thorny and difficult to face
society all alone, and eventually the
good does take over the evil.

This kind of a story might seem
like the same, old and the typical
stories we usually watch on televi-
sion in this country, but it surely
captures the mind of the viewer. At
one point or the other, the charac-
ters do make the viewers nod with
agreement or tearfully speculate the
bizarre happenings in society.
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Bollywood stars Hrithik
Roshan (L) and Kareena
Kapoor (R) attend the launch
of a new range of fashion and
clothing accessories inspired
by the movie "Main Prem Ki
Diwani Hoon" (I am crazy
about love) in Bombay, 03
June 2003. Indian cinema
goers will now have the
opportunity to own and wear
a range of outfits similar to
the ones worn by their favour-
ite stars on screen.

PHOTO: AFP

US actress Cameron Diaz
(L), Lucy Liu (C) and Drew
Barrymore (R) wave to
photographers upon their
arrival at a press confer-
ence in Tokyo 02 June
2003. The three actresses
are here to promote their
new movie "Charlie's
Angels" which will be
shown from 28 June all

PHOTO: AFP
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