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AFP, Paris

Evergreen Andre Agassi had words 
of wisdom for his underachieving 
younger compatriots as he stood 
alone - the sole American survivor in 
the men's singles at the French 
Open Friday. 

In short - play more on clay. 
The 33-year-old Agassi and 

journeyman Vince Spadea were the 
only Stars and Stripes to make it into 
the last 32 as young guns Andy 
Roddick, James Blake, Mardy Fish 
and Taylor Dent all failed to come to 
terms with the red dirt. 

And Spadea crashed out leaving 
Agassi, an impressive straight sets 
winner over Xavier Malisse of 
Belgium, as the last hope for a US 
win. 

Asked what had gone wrong, 
Agassi had no doubts. 

"Well, I've always said when I 
see these guys that don't play as 
well on clay, if they can learn to play 
better on clay, it's going to make 
their hard court games even better," 

he said. 
"Just like we've seen in the past, 

when you take some Spanish guys 
that came along and actually started 
getting good results on the hard 
courts, indoors. 

"All of a sudden they became 
much more dangerous clay-
courters because they learned how 
to step up and finish points. 

"I believe learning to play the 
entire sort of gamut of surfaces 

allows your game to evolve in the 
big picture, makes you a better 
player." 

The best possible example of 
persistence paying off on clay is 
Agassi himself. 

Despite two losing Paris finals 
early in his career it took him until 
1999 on his 11th attempt to finally 
win the one Grand Slam title missing 
from his trophy case. 

Since then he has come back 
every year and has made the 
quarterfinals on the last two occa-
sions. 

His win in 1999 from two sets 
down against Andrei Medvedev of 
the Ukraine, was the most emo-
tional of his career and the one that 
sparked off his revival from a pro-
longed slump in form and motiva-
tion. 

The defeat of Malisse Friday was 
his 50th win at Roland Garros in 15 
appearances tieing Italian Nicola 
Pietrangeli for third place behind 
Argentine legend Guillermo Vilas. 

But it remains to be seen if the 
Roddicks and Blakes breaking 
through on the American scene can 
match his intensity and determina-
tion. 

Andre the advisor 

AFP, Perth

India secured a decisive 2-0 win 
over traditional rivals Pakistan at 
Perth Hockey Stadium here 
Saturday in their first field hockey 
clash of the year. 

The Indians produced a fast, 
free-flowing brand of hockey to 
qualify to meet host nation Australia 
in Sunday's final of a trinations 
tournament. 

Considering political tensions 
between the countries, the match 
was played in a good spirit before a 
small but vocal band of supporters 
for both teams. 

In a second match, Australia A 
upset the Australian senior side, 
winning 7-2. 

But Australia's top side had 
already qualified for the Sunday 
showdown by beating Pakistan and 
India earlier in the week. 

The India-Pakistan game began 
at a furious pace, with both attacks 
slicing through defences, but 
unable to score. 

India created more early scoring 
opportunities, but inaccurate finish-
ing cost them goals, and forced a 
series of early penalty corners that 

came up short. 
I nd i a ' s  pe rs i s t ence  was  

rewarded in the 18th minute when 
striker Baljit Singh Dhillon drove the 
ball from the penalty spot into the 
top left-hand corner of the Pakistan 
goal, giving goalkeeper Ahmad 
Alam no chance. 

Pakistan applied greater pres-
sure after the interval, and 
midfielder Ghazanfar Ali almost 
equalised, his fierce shot from just 
inside the circle skidding just wide. 

India repelled successive 
Pakistan attacks before putting the 
result beyond doubt in the 55th 
minute when striker Prabjot Singh 
hooked the ball into the net from six 
metres. 

The game Saturday puts India 
up 5-1 over Pakistan in their last 
encounters. 

Each won a game at the last 
Champions' Trophy in Germany in 
September before India secured a 
semi-final win in the Asian Games 
and also succeeded in a Five-
Nations tournament in Egypt (both 
in October). 

India's latest win will boost their 
confidence for the showdown 
against Australia, bronze medallists 
in the 2000 Sydney Olympics and 
winners of the silver medal at last 
year's World Cup. 

India blank 
Pakistan  
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to give Lara an easy catch for 16. 
Darren Lehmann, back from a 

calf muscle injury, looked composed 
in his 43 off 53 balls before he was 
caught and bowled by Chris Gayle. 

Gayle also claimed another 
caught and bowled to dismiss 
Jimmy Maher for 19 and had Bichel 
taken on the boundary rope for 
Lara's third catch of the innings. 

Gayle finished the best of the 
West Indian bowlers with 3-37 off 10 
overs with Samuels taking 2-39 off 
10 overs and paceman Corey 
Collymore 2-46 off 10 overs. 

The Australians started well 
enough with the wickets of Gayle 
(18) and Lara (15) inside 16 overs, 
but Hinds and Sarwan put the home 
side back on course with their 

century stand. 
Lee removed Sarwan and 

Samuels (0) in the space of three 
balls in the 40th over to have the 
West Indies at 181 for four and 
Ricardo Powell followed soon after 
when he was caught and bowled by 
Lehmann for one. 

But wicketkeeper Ridley Jacobs 
(8) and David Bernard (7) stayed 
with Hinds in steadying partnerships 
to get the West Indies home. 

Lee finished with 3-50 off 9.4 
overs. 

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard in the sixth one-day 
international between the West 
Indies and Australia at Queen's Park 
on Friday: 
AUSTRALIA 

Hinds guides hosts home 
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only to see Toshihiro Hattori clear it 
from the line. 

In the 62nd minute, substitute 
Lee Chun-Soo fired a sizzling shot 
from the corner of the area, which 
Narazaki failed to catch, but ended 
up falling over the ball and attracting 
Korean attackers. 

Yoo Sang-Chul had two big 
chances in the 67th and 69th min-
utes, both times falling on the slip-
pery pitch in front of the Japanese 
goal mouth. 

It was the first win since South 
Korea's coach Humbert Coelho of 
Portugal was appointed in February, 
following a draw with Colombia and 
a loss to Japan in Seoul last month. 

South Korea, who became the 
first Asian country to reach the 
semifinals at a World Cup in last 
year's competition, stretched their 
head-to-head record against their 
Asian rivals to 36 wins against 12 
defeats and 15 draws. 

For Japan coach Zico, it was the 
second defeat since taking over 
from French coach Phil ippe 
Troussier shortly after the World 
Cup, following a 2-0 loss to 
Argentina in November. 

The Japanese, who reached the 
last 16 in the World Cup, drew 1-1 
with Jamaica and 2-2 with Uruguay 
before beating South Korea 1-0 with 
a lucky goal in injury time. 

Ahn sinks Japan 

Gilchrist c Lara b Samuels 64 
Hayden c Hinds b Collymore 29 
Ponting run out (Lara) 2 
Symonds c Lara b Sarwan 16 
Lehmann c and b Gayle 43 
Maher c and b Gayle 19 
Hogg c Gayle b Samuels 0 
Bichel c Lara b Gayle 41 
Lee c Powell b Collymore 14 
Hauritz run out (Bernard) 2 
Gillespie not out 1 
Extras: (lb-8, w-10, nb-3) 21 
Total: (All out in 50 overs) 252 

Fall of wickets: 1-90, 2-105, 3-
105, 4-149, 5-177, 6-178, 7-193, 8-
243, 9-250 
Bowler O M R W 
Collymore 10 1 46 2 
Dillon 8 0 52 0 
Samuels 10 1 39 2 
Drakes 6 0 21 0 
Bernard 2 0 17 0 
Sarwan 4 0 32 1 
Gayle 10 1 37 3 
WEST INDIES 
Gayle c Gilchrist b Lee 18 
Hinds not out 125 
Lara c and b Symonds 15 
Sarwan c Symonds  b Lee 50 
Samuels b Lee 0 
Powell c and b Lehmann 1 
Jacobs c Maher b Bichel 8 
Bernard lbw b Gillespie 7 
Drakes not out 0 
Extras: (b-4, lb-15, w-8, nb-3) 30 
Total: (For 7 wkts in 48.4 overs) 254 

Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-67, 3-181, 
4-181, 5-193, 6-213, 7-244 

Did not bat: Dillon, Collymore 
Bowler O M R W 
Lee 9.4 2 50 3 
Gillespie 9 2 33 1 
Bichel 10 0 52 1 
Symonds 4 0 19 1 
Hogg 10 1 35 0 
Hauritz 5 0 35 0 
Lehmann 1 0 11 1 
Result: West Indies won by 3 
wickets and Australia lead 7-
game series 4-2. 
Man-of-the-match: Wavell Hinds. 
Toss: Australia. 
Umpires: Eddie Nicholls (West 
Indies) and Rudi Koertzen (South 
Africa) 

REUTERS, Colombo 

Muttiah Muralitharan is relishing the 
prospect of renewing a personal 
duel with West Indies' captain Brian 
Lara during Sri Lanka's five-week 
tour of the Caribbean. 

Sri Lanka left Colombo on 
Saturday morning with the off-
spinner hopeful of winning the key 
battle against the Trinidadian left 
hander. 

Lara dominated the last Test 
series between the two sides in 
2001, plundering 688 runs at 
114.66, the second highest aggre-
gate ever in a three-Test series. 

But Muralitharan proved the 
match-winner with 24 wickets at 
22.33 as Sri Lanka completed a 3-0 
whitewash, although he dismissed 
Lara only twice. 

"He is a great player and this time 
I want to win the battle against him," 
said Muralitharan. "It's always a 
challenge to bowl to him as he reads 
the wrist better than anyone else 
and he is willing to play all round the 
wicket. 

" W i t h o u t  S h i v n a r i n e  
Chanderpaul (fractured finger), 
dismissing Lara and Ramnaresh 
Sarwan will be the key to winning 
the series." 

Sri Lanka begin the tour with 
three one-day internationals in 
Barbados and St Vincent, starting 
on June 7, before two Tests in St 

Lucia and Jamaica. 
The Sri Lankans failed to qualify 

for the final of a home tri-series 
earlier in the month but one-day 
skipper Marvan Atapattu is backing 
his top order to emerge from a 
prolonged slump in their batting 
form. 

He has urged his players to trust 
their natural instincts and play with 
the natural flair that helped them win 
the 1996 World Cup. 

"After our recent loss we have 
got to stand on our feet and play our 
natural game, which was the key to 
our earlier success," said Atapattu. 

"With expectations so high and 
things not going so well the players 
have tended to change their games 
in desperation but if there is any fear 

of failure then you won't perform at 
your best." 

The team have undergone an 
intensive week of training including 
leadership seminars with a corpo-
rate motivational expert. 

"The players have realised their 
weaknesses and I have not seen the 
boys work as hard for seven years," 
said Atapattu. 

Sri Lanka dropped middle order 
batsman Russel Arnold and all 
rounder Kaushalya Weereratne 
from their one-day squad, including 
29-year-old left hander Naveed 
Nawaz and swing bowler Dinusha 
Fernando instead. 

Test captain Hashan Tillakaratne 
and other Test specialists, who will 
be selected after a three-day prac-
tice match next week, will depart for 
the West Indies after the one-
dayers. 

ONE-DAY SQUAD 
Marvan Atapattu (captain), 

Sana th  Jayasu r i ya ,  Kumar  
Sangakkara, Mahela Jayawardene, 
R o m e s h  K a l u w i t h a r a n a ,  
Tillakaratne Dilshan, Naveed 
Nawaz, Upul Chandana, Chaminda 
Vaas, Dharshana Gamage, Prabath 
Nissanka, Kaushal Lokuarachchi, 
Kumar Dharmasena, Muttiah 
Muralitharan, Dinusha Fernando 

Murali aims at Lara 

AFP, London 

Somerset seamer Richard Johnson 
was called into England's 12-man 
squad Saturday for next week's 
second Test against Zimbabwe at 
the Riverside. 

Johnson and James Kirtley  who 
was in the squad for England's 
innings and 92 run win in the first 
Test at Lord's but did not play  will 
compete for the place left vacant by 
Matthew Hoggard's injury. 

England's chairman of selectors, 
David Graveney, said: "Richard 
Johnson has been in our plans for a 
while and has been selected now 
that he is fully fit again after suffering 
from a groin strain earlier in the 
season. 

"He is in good form and is a 
bowler who is capable of 90 mph 
pace and making the ball swing.  

"At this stage, it is our intention to 
play the same side as we did at 
Lord's with Richard and James 
Kirtley competing for the place 
made available by Matthew 
Hoggard's injury." 

On Wednesday, while bowling 
for Yorkshire, Hoggard tore a carti-
lage in his right knee. 

Hoggard's county colleague 
Anthony McGrath, a batsman and 
occasional medium-pacer who 
made his Test debut at Lord's, has a 
side injury but a scan revealed no 
major damage and he retained his 

place in the squad. 
England are still without frontline 

quicks Andrew Caddick (foot) and 
Andrew Flintoff (shoulder) who both 
missed the first Test. 

However, playing purely as a 
batsman, hard-hitting all-rounder 
Flintoff made 154 for Lancashire 
against Kent at Canterbury in the 
County Championship on Friday. 

But Graveney insisted England 
were right not to include Flintoff for 
his batting alone: "Andrew Flintoff is 
back playing for Lancashire as a 
batsman and we will continue to 
monitor his fitness. But we did not 
consider him for this Test Match as 
we feel that he is not yet ready for 
the rigours of a five-day game." 

Johnson, 28, who was included 
in England's one-day squad on 
Thursday, is arguably the unluckiest 
English cricketer still active in the 
first-class game. He made his name 
back in 1994 by taking all 10 wickets 
in an innings for his former county, 
Middlesex, against Derbyshire. 

Johnson built on that perfor-
mance and he was selected for 
England's tour of South Africa in 
1995-96. But injuries meant he had 
to pull out. 

In 2001 he was on standby for 
three home Ashes Tests against 
Australia but never played and 
although selected for England's tour 
of India in 2001-02, after Caddick 
withdrew because of safety con-
cerns, he did not play an interna-
tional. 

Thursday's Test match, the last 
of the series, will also be the first to 

be played at the Riverside.
 

SQUAD 
Nasser Hussain (captain), James 
Anderson, Mark Butcher, Ashley 
Giles, Stephen Harmison, Robert 
Key, James Kirtley, Richard 
Johnson, Anthony McGrath, Alec 
Stewart, Marcus Trescothick, 
Michael Vaughan. 

Johnson gets Eng call 

Protesters 
ready 
for Riverside
 INTERNET, undated 

Talks aimed at averting the possible 
disruption of the second npower 
Test at Chester-le-Street by anti-
Mugabe demonstrators have bro-
ken down, raising the possibility that 
the inaugural Test at the Riverside 
ground might be tarnished by pro-
tests. 

The England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB), backed by the ground 
authorities, remains adamant that it 
will not give any concessions. 

The demonstrators have offered 
to guarantee that there will be no 
interruptions to the match itself if 
they are allowed to protest peace-
fully inside the ground. 

The ECB justified its decision 
with the well-worn argument that the 
Zimbabwean side are not ambassa-
dors of Robert Mugabe. The oppo-
nents of the tour continue to main-
tain that this is not the case. 

Alan Wilkinson, the organiser of 
'The Stop the Tour campaign', told 
the BBC that they wanted to be able 
to display their anger at the situation 
in Zimbabwe peacefully. 

"We believe this proposal, which 
we have put to Durham County 
Cricket Club, is acceptable," he 
said. "In return we would allow play 
to go on uninterrupted." 

But Bill Midgley, Durham's chair-
man, was unconvinced, and shifted 
the responsibility back to the ECB. 

"Whilst this match is taking place 
at our ground it is not our match, it is 
an international match and comes 
under the ECB," he explained. 

"They have to have a say in this 
and so do the police. We have never 
taken issue with the message they 
[the demonstrators] are trying to put 
across, but we do believe there is an 
alternative way of doing it which will 
not disrupt cricket." 

At Lord's there were two brief 
interruptions when banner-carrying 
protestors sauntered onto the pitch 
on the first day of the match. Even 
though there were protests outside 
the ground, they were peaceful and 
limited to the handing-out of leaflets 
and black armbands, and maintain-
ing a barrage of whistles and drums.

Thorpe 
reminds 
Eng selectors 
REUTERS, London 

England outcast Graham Thorpe 
scored a second successive cen-
tury for Surrey on Friday. 

The 33-year-old left-hander, 
hoping to make his way back into 
the England set-up after long-
running personal problems, hit 156, 
including 26 fours, in a county 
championship match against 
Sussex at The Oval. 

Surrey closed on 401 for eight 
after the first day. 

On Wednesday Thorpe made 
102 not out in a Cheltenham and 
Gloucester Trophy match against 
Somerset. 

Thorpe, who retired from one-
day internationals last year and then 
withdrew from the Ashes tour of 
Australia following his marriage 
break-up, was not considered for 
England's one-day squad on 
Thursday, with the selectors keen to 
look to younger talent. 

St i l l  regarded as one of 
England's leading batsmen, he was 
also overlooked for the first Test 
against Zimbabwe. The second 
match of the series starts on June 5. 

Thorpe averages 41.87 in 77 
Tests and 37.18 in 82 one-dayers. 

All-rounder Andrew Flintoff, 
struggling to bowl because of a 
shoulder injury but who was 
included in the England one-day 
squad for the English summer, 
hammered 154 off 158 balls for 
Lancashire against Kent at 
Canterbury, hitting eight sixes and 
17 fours  116 runs in boundaries. 

Hosts Nottinghamshire flirted 
with a world record low score in first-
class cricket on Friday before being 
bowled out for 79 by Essex. 

Chasing Essex's 203 all out at 
Trent Bridge, the home team were 
seven for eight at one stage, before 
last pair Stuart MacGill of Australia 
and Muhammad Malik hit out des-
perately to put on 60 for the last 
wicket. 

The lowest first-class score ever 
recorded was 12, by Oxford 
University against the MCC in 1877. 

Essex's Scott Brant, whose 
fellow Zimbabweans were crushed 
by an innings in the first Test by 
England last week, took a career-
best six for 45 with his left-arm fast 
medium. 

Notts fielded three other Test 
players in their batting line-up apart 
from MacGill. Jason Galian made 0, 
Usman Afzaal three and Chris 
Cairns of New Zealand one. None of 
the top eight batsmen scored more 
than three. 

DIV TWO SCORES 
At Derby: Worcestershire 374 (G 
Hick 155, A Singh 50; Mohammad 
Ali 4-124) v Derbyshire 24-0 
At Northampton: Glamorgan 269 
(J Brown 4-52) v Northamptonshire 
70-0 
At Headingley: Durham 267-7 (J 
Lewis 120 not out, I Pattison 62) v 
Yorkshire 

Brian speaks 
highly of 
Wavell 
INTERNET, St. George's 

West Indies captain Brian Lara has 
paid tribute to Wavell Hinds after he 
steered the home side to a three-
wicket victory over Australia on 
Friday. 

T h e  o p e n i n g  b a t s m a n ' s  
unbeaten knock of 125 sealed a 
second successive one-day victory 
over the World Cup champions for 
the home side. 

Lara, who only made 15 at 
Queen's Park, was delighted with 
Hinds' determination at the crease. 

"All credit must go to Wavell," 
Lara said. "He kept the innings 
together." 

"Ramnaresh Sarwan stuck with 
him for a 100 partnership and got us 
through. 

"The guys stuck to the plan pretty 
well, although we lost wickets 
around the 40 overs mark." 

Lara's Australian counterpart 
Ricky Ponting was also quick to 
praise the 26-year-old Hinds. 

"Wavell played one of the best 
innings he's probably played in 
international cricket," Ponting said. 

"And that was the difference 
between the two sides. 

"I don't think there's any slacking 
off on our part, we've been out-
played the last two games." 

The man himself was also happy 
with his performance as he picked 
up his second one-day international 
century. 

MUTTIAH MURALITHARAN

TOUR ITINERARY 
June 7: 1st ODI, Barbados 
June 8: 2nd ODI, Barbados 
June 11: 3rd ODI, St Vincent 
June 20-24: 1st Test, St Lucia 
June 27-July 1: 2nd Test, Jamaica 
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Prasanna, and current leg-spinner 
Anil Kumble. 

Their proposal will be discussed 
by the BCCI next month and if it is 
accepted, it could mean India hav-
ing to withdraw their teams from 
international under-15 and under-
17 teams. 

"The spin experts [also] recom-
mended that talented spinners be 
called to camps conducted by the 
National Cricket Academy and 20 of 
them be picked for intensive train-
ing," Dalmiya added. 

Indian cricket concentrated on 
alleviating a shortage of seam 
bowlers during the 1990s. 

A number of initiatives were 
introduced, including the establish-
ment of a fast bowling clinic run by 
Australian great Dennis Lillee in 
Madras. 

The various schemes have born 
fruit with players like Zaheer Khan 
and Ashish Nehra coming to the 
fore. 

The BCCI now wants to bring 
about a similar revival in spin bowl-
ing. 
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year will be against Zimbabwe and 
Bangladesh, the sport's minnows. 

"Previously the Australian public 
has loved the Australian team 
playing so well and winning every-
thing," Gray said. 

"However, I maintain that even-
tually the Australian public will tire of 
that and we may be on the cusp," he 
said. 

Gray notably pointed to the 
strong public criticism at home of 
perceived poor sportsmanship by 
Australian players during the West 
Indies tour  particularly an invective-
filled outburst by pace bowler Glen 
McGrath against Windies batsman 
Ramnaresh Sarwan. 

The 63-year-old cricket execu-
tive said the biggest challenge 
facing the sport was to help promote 
the game in struggling Test nations 
"to ensure that there is a greater 
evenness within the competition." 

'No one-day 

Australians  

AFP, London 

Zimbabwe found Middlesex in 
unforgiving mood Friday as the 
English county piled up 330 for five 
on the first day of their four-day tour 
match at Shenley. 

Zimbabwe, who went down to an 
innings and 92-run thrashing 
against England inside three days at 
the first Test at Lord's last week, 
once again did not help their cause 
with some lax fielding and poor 
bowling. 

At Lord's, centurion Mark 
Butcher was put down before he 
made 40 while, on Friday, it was 
Robin Weston's turn to benefit. He 
eventually made 129 but only after 
seeing Stuart Carlisle at point floor a 
routine catch off paceman Mluleki 
Nkala when he had made 19. 

And some wayward bowling 

allowed Ireland's Ed Joyce (80) and 
England one-day reject Owais Shah 
(68) to cash in. 

Zimbabwe captain Heath Streak  
resting from this match along with 
fellow quick bowlers Andy Blignaut 
and Douglas Hondo  warned his 
team in the aftermath of their Lord's 
defeat that they needed to tighten 
up in the field if they were not to 
suffer similar embarrassment in the 
second and final Test which starts at 
Durham's Riverside Ground on 
Thursday. 

Zimbabwe coach Geoff Marsh 
reinforced the message once more 
on Friday: "It was a tough day in the 
field. We tended to bowl too short 
and too wide," Marsh said. 

"On a wicket like that you need to 
keep a tight line," former Australia 
opening batsman Marsh added. 

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard on the opening day of 
the four-day tour match between 
Middlesex and Zimbabwe on 

Friday: 
MIDDLESEX: First innings 
Strauss c Taibu b Ervine 0 
Weston c Sibanda b Friend 129 
Shah c Ebrahim b Friend 68 
Hutton c Vermeulen b Price 2 
Joyce run out 80 
Weekes not out 30 
Brown not out 0 
Extras: (b-6, lb-7, w-5, nb-3) 21 
Total: (For 5 wkts in 94 overs) 330 

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-148, 3-151, 
4-246, 5-317 

To bat: Cook, Hunt, Peploe, 
Bloomfield 
Bowler O M R W 
Ervine 20 3 83 1 
Nkala 17 5 54 0 
Friend 16 2 59 2 
Price 25 5 58 1 
Sibanda 3 0 25 0 
Flower 10 2 30 0 
Rogers 3 0 8 0 
ZIMBABWE: Vermeulen, Ebrahim, 
Carlisle, Flower, Rogers, Sibanda, 
Price, Taibu, Ervine, Friend, Nkala. 

Middlesex whip Zim

ANDRE AGASSI

FROM PAGE 13

favour of Rajshahi.

BRIEF SCORE
Rajshahi vs Sylhet
Ve n u e :  M A A z i z  S t a d i u m ,  
Chittagong
SYLHET: 145 all out in 48.2 overs 
(Ijaz 51, Tushar 37; Mustakim 3-12, 
Mushfiqur Rahman 3-24)
RAJSHAHI: 149 for 5 in 43 overs 
(Jahurul 74 not out, Nayan 27; Hadi 
2-5, Farhad 2-31)
Result: Rajshahi won by 5 wickets.

Rajshahi in semis 
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Tariqul Islam, Israq Soneth, Imran 
Hossain, Mostafizur Rahman, 
Mofizur Rahman, Jasim Uddin, 
Masud Khan (Barisal) and AA Mong, 
Fazle Rabbi, Maruf Hossain, Iqbal 
Hossain, Aktar Zaman and Shujan 
Shaha (Chittagong).

BCB names 23 
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The board reduced the number of 
contracted players to 12 from the 
previous year's 15 and decided to 
cut 30 per cent from the match fee of 
1,750 US dollars for each Test 
match and 1,250 US dollars for 
every one-day international. 

However, the fees will be 
increased by 50 per cent for a win 
against one of the top four ranked 
sides and 25 per cent for a win 
against teams placed fifth to eighth 
in the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) world rankings. 

The players are also entitled to 
an additional 500 US dollars for 
each win. The cuts reflect the tight-
ening financial situation of the 
cricket board, which announced a 
2.7 million US dollar loss for 2002. 

The contracted players are: 
Hashan Tillekeratne, Marvan 
Atapattu, Sanath Jayasuriya, 
Muttiah Muralitharan, Chaminda 
Vaas, Mahela Jayawardena, Kumar 
Sangakkara, Russel Arnold, Dilhara 
Fernando, Kumar Dharmasena, 
Prabath Nissanka and Thilan 
Samaraweera. 

Lankans
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