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pliance requirements have continued to 
be expensive, and that only the atten-
dant risks have been too real," observed 
Dr. Debapriya Bhattachariya, Executive 
Director of the Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (CPD).

The WTO trade ministers' meetings 
at Marrakesh, Singapore, Brussels and 
Doha made commitments to allow duty-
free market access of the LDCs' prod-
ucts and integrate them into the multilat-
eral trading system.

But little has so far been done in line 
with those commitments, Minister for 
Industries and Trade of the United 
Republic of Tanzania Dr. Juma A 
Ngasongwa told The Daily Star yester-
day.

" All the LDCs have to be united to 
uphold their legitimate interest in the 
global trade to enhance their share and 
to speed up implementation of the 
pledges made by the developed coun-
tries through different ministerial meet-
ings of the WTO," he added.

Dr. Juma attends the trade ministers' 
conference in Dhaka.

The final draft also demands flexible 
rules of origin to match the industrial 
capacity of the LDCs.

It emphasises implementation of 
special and differential (S&D) treatment 
t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  
marginalisation of the LDCs.

The final draft further demands " 
Free access to developed country 
markets for temporary movement of 
natural persons, particularly unskilled 
and semi-skilled service providers, 
simplifying visa procedures and without 
asking for economic needs test (ENT)." 

The agenda contained in the draft 
included substantial increase in techni-
cal and financial assistance to the LDCs 
for development of their institutions and 
capacity for increasing trade. It seeks 
devising appropriate compensatory 
mechanism to offset the erosion of 
preference margins due to lowering of 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) tariffs.

It further demands exemption of the 

LDCs' exports from anti-dumping, 
countervailing and safeguard mea-
sures. Expeditious action for the acces-
sion of the LDCs and a permanent and 
legally sound solution for the LDCs 
have also been sought in case of 
difficulties in making effective use of 
compulsory licensing. 
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The three-day forum, split into several 
working sessions, will discuss a range 
of issues at separate venues. 

The inaugural session will include 
statements by the co-organisers -- 
Mahfuz Anam, editor of The Daily Star 
and Motiur Rahman, editor of the 
Prothom Alo --  and presentation of 
policy review reports.

The working sessions on June 4 
will be held at three venues --  the 
CIRDAP Auditorium, Academy for 
P lann ing  and Deve lopment  
Auditorium and National Press Club. 

At the CIRDAP, the issues of 
budgetary discipline and fiscal 
programme, financial sector reforms, 
industrial policy and privatisation and 
SME will be discussed.  

At the Academy for Planning and 
Development, the working sessions 
will tackle governance (corruption and 
judiciary), democratic process (elec-
tion and parliament) and gender 
equality and women's empowerment 
issues.

Development and governance of 
the energy sector, environment policy, 
information and communications 
technology and administrative reform 
and local government issues will be 
discussed at the Jatiya Press Club.

The working sessions on June 5 
will also be held at the same venues. 

At CIRDAP, the issues of transport 
and infrastructure and urban gover-
nance will be discussed while at the 

Academy for  P lann ing and 
Development, rural economy,  agricul-
ture and non-farm activities and 
poverty eradication and employment 
generation will be tackled. 

At the Jatiya Press Club, educa-
tion, health and population policies will 
be discussed. 

The concluding ceremony of the 
forum will be held at Hotel Sheraton on 
the same day. 
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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday distributes food among destitute to observe the 22nd death anniversary of president 
Ziaur Rahman. 

T O D A Y
DHAKA

Cultural programme
Benuka Institute of Fine Arts 
organises a cultural programme on 
the occasion of its 23rd founding 
anniversary with State Minister for 
Cultural Affairs Begum Selima 
Rahman as chief gust. Venue: 
Shaheed Zia auditorium of National 
Museum, Shahbagh.  Time:  
5.45pm.

Film show
Academy Film Society will screen an 
American film titled 'Minority 
Report'. Venue: 21/ C, Jigatola. 
Time: 6.30pm. 

Reception
Daily Ajker Kagoj organises a 
reception for Ajit Roy, an exponent of 
tagore song. Venue: Hose-50, 
Road-2/A, Dhanmondi. Time: 
5.30pm.

Shilpa Neer
The inauguration of Shilpa Neer, a 
new art gallery, will be held. Venue: 
UAE Moitree Complex, Banani. 

DCC programme

Dhaka City Corporation organises a 
programme on the occasion of its  
sanitation and cleanup drive with 
LGRD and Co-operatives Minister 
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan as chief 
guest. Venue: Sutrapur Community 
Centre. Time: 10.30am.

IUBAT programme
The orientation programme of the 
certificate course on conversational 
English, organised by the English 
Language Centre of International 
University of Business, Agriculture 
and Technology (IUBAT), will be 
held. Venue: IUBAT seminar Hall, 
Dhanmondi. Time: 1.00pm.

Meeting
A meeting tiled 'Business for 
Cancun', organised jointly by Dhaka 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, International Trade Centre, 
and European Commission, will be 
held. Venue: Sonargaon hotel. 
Time: 8.00am.

Blood donation
Asian University authority organises 
a voluntary blood donation camp in 
collaboration with Quantum 
Foundation. Venue: Uttara campus 
of the university. Time: 10.00am.

National Tree 
Plantation Drive
begins today
UNB, Dhaka

The National Tree Plantation Drive 
begins today across the country. 

The theme chosen for this year's 
three-month drive emphasises the 
plantation of medicinal trees side by 
side with fruit-bearing and timber 
trees. 

President Iajuddin Ahmed and 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia gave 
separate message on the occasion.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia will 
inaugurate the campaign along with a 
fortnight-long 'Tree Fair 2003' by 
planting a sapling at the National 
Parade Squad at 4:30pm. 

She will also distribute National 
Award 2002 for tree plantation at the 
function. 

Environment and Forest Minister 
Shajahan Siraj said this at a press 
conference yesterday. He said this 
year's tree plantation drive begins 15 
days ahead due to climatic change. 

He called upon all to take part in the 
countrywide campaign to make it a 
success. 

As part of the National Tree 
Plantation Drive, Shajahan Siraj has 
undertaken various programmes at 
divisional, district and upazila levels. 
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Association (BOGSOA) Sayeed 
Hossain Chowdhury however 
claimed that the situation would 
become normal within a few weeks.

He said traders should not worry 
because a lot of other foreign opera-
tors and main line operators would 
come forward to carry goods from 
Bangladesh.    

The BOGSOA in a letter to Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday said 
the local liners can meet the 
demand if they are given three 
facilities. These are reintroduction 
of preferential berthing facility to 
local liners at the ports, making the 
cut-off time for container handling 
open and formation of a committee 
to take emergency steps to solve 
any problem. 

Garments exporters fear their 
business would suffer heavily 
unless the Bangladesh Flag Vessel 
(Protection) Ordinance, 1982 is 
repealed. 

The foreign feeder vessel opera-
tors under the umbrella of the 
C h i t t a g o n g  F e e d e r  T r a d e  
Committee (CFTC) suspended 
operation following the govern-
ment's decision to enforce the 
ordinance. 

The ordinance stipulates all 
foreign vessel operators to get 
waiver certificates from the Principal 
Off ice of Mercanti le Marine 
Department every time they go for 
loading or unloading goods. 

"This ordinance should be 
cancelled or withdrawn immedi-
ately," said Quazi Moniruzzaman, 
president of the Bangladesh 
Garments Manufacturers and 
Exporters Association (BGMEA). "It 
would not only jeopardise the gar-
ments sector but other industries as 
well." 

"If this situation continues, no 
buyer would come to Bangladesh," 
said Zinnat Ali Mian, second vice-
president of the BGMEA.

"If my consignment is not 
shipped today, I will have to bring it 
back from the port and send it by air 
at an extra cost of Tk 18 lakh," said 
Tipu Munshi, managing director of 
Sepal Garments. 

The BGMEA has called an 
emergency press conference today 
on the possible impact of the situa-
tion. 

The BGMEA also plans a strong 
movement against the ordinance. It 
would urge the major chamber 
bodies including the Federation of 
B a n g l a d e s h  C h a m b e r s  o f  
Commerce and Industry to lend it a 
hand.  

A proposal to scrap the ordi-
nance was put up at a cabinet 
meeting a few weeks ago only to be 
rejected.

The shipping ministry is scruti-
nising clauses of the ordinance for 
possible changes to end the stale-
mate. 

Forex market 
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However, bankers said the real 
impact would be felt tomorrow since 
the international markets are closed 
on Saturday and Sunday. Even 
then, chances of volatility are 
extremely slim.

The BB aggressively applied 
Reverse Repo at 9.5 per cent and 
Repo at 20 per cent to mop up 
excess liquidity from the market. 
Two nationalised commercial banks 
(NCBs) had to respond to the 
Reverse Repo. The aim was to force 
the banks to offload their dollar 
stocks to meet liquidity crunch so 
that no-one can manipulate the 
market.

This pushed up call money rate 
to as high as 31 per cent.

"This is a standard procedure -- 
when you have to peg down the 
external sector, you need to heat up 
the domestic sector," said a BB high 
official. "The job was easy for us as 
the banks are not allowed to hold a 
very large open position overnight, 
which means they cannot have a 
dollar stock beyond a certain limit 
depending on their capital size. As a 
result, they cannot hold on to dollar 
and push rates up."

He also overruled speculation 
chances on Monday since all dollar-
taka transactions have to be backed 
by valid business deals.

The BB met the bankers yester-
day to get their reaction on the first 
day situation after free-float of taka 
and said it will keep up its market 
vigil.

Some bankers said while the 
free-float was a timely step, the 
central bank should also open up 
the forward market. The BB said any 
forward sell of dollar should be 
against forward purchase, but 
bankers pointed out that exporters 
are not inclined to forward sell 
because of the historic trend of taka 
losing its value. They said forward 
sell against spot purchase would 
help them in business.

Containers pile up
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for the NLD party to arrive Friday. 
NLD party secretary Tin Oo and 

17 NLD youth members had accom-
panied their leader on the trip, but 
their ranks grew as scores of sup-
porters joined them along the way. 

Than Tun said there were no 
immediate plans to bring Aung San 
Suu Kyi back to the capital. She was 
due to return June 4. The opposition 
leader was released from house 
arrest a year ago with a guarantee of 
free movement around the country. 

The government spokesman 
expressed confidence that the 
dramatic events would not com-
pletely derail the political reconcilia-
tion process between the junta and 
Aung San Suu Kyi, which is widely 
viewed as having stalled in recent 
months. 

"Although these incidents insti-
gated by the NLD will adversely 
affect national reconciliation, we do 
not consider that this will stop the 

Suu Kyi arrested

Girls raped
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Manna, 30, Nurul Islam, 28, and 
Alamgir, 29, -- for their alleged involve-
ment in the incident. 

Sources said the incident might be 
a sequel to previous enmity.

Our correspondent, form Rangamati 
adds: A 15-year-old student of class ten 
was raped at a colony in Baghaichhari 
upazila headquarters on Friday night, 
police said.

The alleged rapist, Haider Ali, 22, 
was caught red-handed by the colony 
residents who handed him to police. 

The girl was on a visit to her sister's 
residence in the colony. 

No case has been filed as colony 
residents are trying to resolve the 
issue through arbitration. Haider has 
been asked to marry the girl, sources 
said.
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year.
 The Zanzibar meeting tried to 

work out a common LDC stand for 
the fourth ministerial conference of 
the WTO held in Doha.

Speakers at the meeting yester-
day noted the LDCs are under 
constant pressure not to give sub-
sidy while the developed countries 
continue to subsidise their own 
agriculture sector by about $1billion 
a day.

Expectations of the LDCs have 
not been fulfilled but the LDCs are 
asked to fulfil their obligations, they 
pointed out.

Inaugurating the conference, 
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury 
said the World Bank estimates that 
in Japan the subsidy for a cow is 
$7.5 a day and that in the European 
Union is more than $2.

" To put this in context, about a 
billion people survive on less than a 
dollar a day. Are the WTO rules to 
protect cows in developed coun-
tries, in preference to the underprivi-
leged in our countries?" he asked.

Amir Khosru said in some cases 
the applicable rules of origin act as 
barriers to the entry of the LDCs' 
goods to the developed countries. In 
other cases, it could be that other 
non-tariff barriers make the conces-
sions inoperable, he added. 

"Are the LDCs benefiting from 
the rule-based multilateral trading 
system? And, what has been the 
impact of the system on the share of 
LDCs in world trade? Are we better 
off than before?" he asked. Over the 
last few decades, the LDCs' share of 

world trade has declined drastically, 
despite an increase in the number of 
the LDCs, he mentioned. 

"We need to send a strong mes-
sage to the international community 
emphasising our interests," Khosru 
said.

 Juma A Ngasongwa said 
because of very low levels of the 
LDCs' economic development, the 
chances of further marginalisation 
within the global economy are too 
real to be ignored unless further 
measures are taken in their favour.

He said there are major concerns 
of the LDCs that need to be 
addressed by the multilateral trad-
ing system. Citing examples of the 
supply side constraints in respect of 
infrastructure, human resource and 
capacity of the LDCs' economies, 
he stressed the need for predictable 
and easy market access of the 
LDCs' exports. 

Besides, implementation issues 
in the context of the WTO agree-
ments and accession barriers to the 
LDCs, who are yet to become 
members of the WTO, are also 
concerns of the LDCs, Juma added.

He noted that some important 
deadlines in the Doha development 
agenda have not been met, affect-
ing the LDCs. These include imple-
mentation problems, special and 
differential treatment, agriculture 
and public health. "At the same time, 
we are under extreme pressure to 
start negotiations and assume new 
obligations on Singapore Issues," 
he said.

The WTO agenda has to take 
into account the concerns of the 

LDCs, Juma said. "This, I believe, is 
the only way to have a sustainable 
multilateral trading system."

Commerce Secretary Suhel 
Ahmed said most of the LDCs have  
comparative advantages in tempo-
rary migration of workforce. So, it is 
essential that the developed coun-
tries extend commercially meaning-
ful liberalisation commitments on 
such temporary migration, he felt.

He stressed the LDCs should be 
given the opportunity to increase 
their share of world trade to three 
per cent by 2007 and seven per cent 
by 2010 through duty and quota free 
market access, realistic and flexible 
rules of origin, substantially 
expanded special and differential 
treatment and separate GSP 
scheme.

Director of Development Division 
of the WTO Alberto Campeas hoped 
issues like market access and 
special and differential treatment 
will be addressed at the Cancun 
conference.

Head of Special Programme for 
the LDCs, UNCTAD, Habib Ovane 
stressed  more integration of the 
LDCs in the multilateral trading 
system. UNCTAD would help the 
LDCs more to formulate their trade 
policies, he added. 

Bangladesh Representative to 
Geneva and Chairman of the WTO 
L D C s  C o n s u l t a t i v e  G r o u p  
Coordinator  Toufiq Ali also spoke at 
the opening session.

WTO under LDC wrath

Dhaka Declaration

REUTERS, Washington

A growing number of US national 
security professionals are accusing 
the Bush administration of slanting the 
facts and hijacking the $30 billion 
intelligence apparatus to justify its rush 
to war in Iraq.

A key target is a four-person 
Pentagon team that reviewed material 
gathered by other intelligence outfits 
for any missed bits that might have tied 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to 
banned weapons or terrorist groups. 

This team, self-mockingly called 
the Cabal, "cherry-picked the intelli-
gence stream" in a bid to portray Iraq 
as an imminent threat, said Patrick 
Lang, a former head of worldwide 
human intelligence gathering for the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, which 
coordinates military intelligence. 

The DIA was "exploited and 
abused and bypassed in the process 
of making the case for war in Iraq 
based on the presence of WMD," or 
weapons of mass destruction, he 
added in a phone interview. He said 
the CIA had "no guts at all" to resist the 
allegedly deliberate skewing of intelli-
gence by a Pentagon that he said was 
now dominating US foreign policy. 

Vince Cannistraro, a former chief of 
Central Intelligence Agency counter-
terrorist operations, said he knew of 
serving intelligence officers who 
blame the Pentagon for playing up 
"fraudulent" intelligence, "a lot of it 
sourced from the Iraqi National 
Congress of Ahmad Chalabi." 

The INC, which brought together 
groups opposed to Saddam, worked 
closely with the Pentagon to build a for 
the early use of force in Iraq. 

"There are current intelligence 
officials who believe it is a scandal," he 
said in a telephone interview. They 
believe the administration, before 
going to war, had a "moral obligation to 

use the best information available, not 
just information that fits your precon-
ceived ideas." 

Report 'simply wrong' 
The top Marine Corps officer in 

Iraq, Lt. Gen. James Conway, said on 
Friday US intelligence was "simply 
wrong" in leading military command-
ers to fear troops were likely to be 
attacked with chemical weapons in the 
March invasion of Iraq that ousted 
Saddam. 

Richard Perle, a Chalabi backer 
and member of the Defense Policy 
Board that advises Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld, defended the four-
person unit in a television interview. 

"They established beyond any 
doubt that there were connections that 
had gone unnoticed in previous 
intelligence analysis," he said on the 
PBS NewsHour Thursday. 

A Pentagon spokesman, Marine 
Lt. Col. David Lapan, said the team in 
question analysed links among terror-
ist groups and alleged state sponsors 
and shared conclusions with the CIA. 

"In one case, a briefing was pre-
sented to Director of Central 
Intelligence Tenet. It dealt with the links 
between Iraq and al Qaeda," the group 
blamed for the Sept. 2001 attacks on 
the United States, he said. 

Tenet denied charges the intelli-
gence community, on which the United 
States spends more than $30 billion a 
year, had skewed its analysis to fit a 
political agenda, a cardinal sin for 
professionals meant to tell the truth 
regardless of politics. 

"I'm enormously proud of the 
work of our analysts," he said in a 
statement on Friday ahead of an 
internal review. "The integrity of our 
process has been maintained 
throughout and any suggestion to 
the contrary is simply wrong." 

Tenet sat conspicuously behind 

Secretary of State Colin Powell 
during a key Feb. 5 presentation to 
the UN Security Council arguing 
Iraq represented an ominous and 
urgent threat -- as if to lend the CIA's 
credibility to the presentation, 
replete with satellite photos. 

Powell said Friday his presenta-
tion was "the best analytic product 
that we could have put up." 

Shaped 'from the 
top down' 

Greg Thielmann, who retired in 
September after 25 years in the 
State Department, the last four in 
the Bureau of Intelligence and 
Research working on weapons, 
said it appeared to him that intelli-
gence had been shaped "from the 
top down." 

"The normal processing of 
establishing accurate intelligence 
was sidestepped" in the runup to 
invading Iraq, said David Albright, a 
former UN weapons inspector who 
is president of the Institute for 
Science and International Security 
and who deals with US intelligence 
officers. 

Anger among security profes-
sionals appears widespread. 
Veteran Intelligence Professionals 
for Sanity, a group that says it is 
made up mostly of CIA intelligence 
analysts, wrote to US President 
George Bush May 1 to hit what they 
called "a policy and intelligence 
fiasco of monumental proportions." 

"In intelligence there is one 
unpardonable sin -- cooking intelli-
gence to the recipe of high policy," it 
wrote. "There is ample indication 
this has been done with respect to 
Iraq." 

US insiders say Iraq intel 
deliberately skewed

Heat wave
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capital on Wednesday. 
Heat related complications, 

including diarrhoea, were reported 
in Dhaka and elsewhere and doc-
tors asked people to drink more 
water and avoid direct exposure to 
sun.    

The sales of green coconut, oral 
rehydration saline, cold drinks and 
watermelons picked up. 

Weathermen said the heat was 
not unusual for the season. 

Some 50 people died of heat or 
heat-related illnesses last year.

Question 
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not only for the students with a 
different faith, but also for female 
students as most of them do not go 
to the Eidgah to offer prayers.

Education ministry officials were 
not available for comment. 

The question has exposed 
communal attitudes of the educa-
tion board officials, said the 
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front (SCF) in 
a statement.

Introduction of such question in 
public examinations is a move to 
communalise the country's educa-
tion by the four-party alliance gov-
ernment, it added.

The SCF condemned the act and 
called upon the progressive people to 
resist such form of commu-nalism.

142 killed
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committed suicide. Besides, five 
children were trafficked, 37 kid-
napped, three missing and three 
acid-burnt.

On the political front, 46 people 
were killed, 466 injured and 132 
arrested. 

Press people were also not 
spared in May as three journalists 
were injured, five arrested and one 
assaulted. Seven journalists 
received threat, and cases were 
filed against nine others, the 
Odhikar report added. 

The Chittagong Hill Tracts has 
also had its share of unrest. Five 
were killed, 14 abducted, four 
injured, one arrested and seven 
missing in the last month.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh 
Institute of Human Rights (BIHR) 
said in its report, six people were 
killed and 115 injured in 48 torture 
incidents by police and other law-
enforcers in one month. 

A report of the Democracywatch 
on the other hand said 137 people 
were killed in 267 incidents of 
dacoity, the clash over land or 
property and hijacking in May.

6 bullet-hit
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house of one Monir Hawladar to 
extort Tk one lakh.

They snapped the electric line 
firing gunshots to rescue one of their 
gang members from the ambush. 
They then sprayed 100 rounds of 
bullets on the people of Guthia 
village who tried to round them up.

The six critically bullet injured 
villagers are now being treated at 
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College 
Hospital. They are Mizan, 25, 
Jahangir, 32, Santu, 28, Shah Alam, 
42, Montu, 24, and Swapan, 25.

Raid on AL office
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register their complaints against 
local JCD (Jatiyatabadi Chhatra 
Dal) and Jubo Dal men who alleg-
edly attacked a meeting at the AL 
office on Friday evening, injuring 
Yunus along with four AL activists.

Yunus, who is also former presi-
dent of Barisal Bar Association, was 
shown arrested under Section 54 of 
the CrPC after Kotwali police res-
cued him from the meeting venue.

Yunus was granted bail after he 
was produced before the court of 
magistrate Golam Rahman here 
yesterday. Manobendra Batabyal, 
president of Barisal Bar, and other 
eminent lawyers moved the bail 
petition.

Cadres of JCD and Jubo Dal 
allegedly attacked and ransacked 
the district AL office on Friday eve-
ning as a meeting was in progress 
there. AL leaders and workers at the 
meeting were also beaten up by the 
attackers, sources alleged.

Rickshaws
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Bangladesh Chhatra Union, Biplobi 
Chhatra Maitry, Bangladesh 
Chhatra Maitry, Samajtantrik 
Chhatra Front, Bangladesh Chhatra 
Federation, Bangladesh Chhatra 
Kendra, Chhatra Oikya Forum, 
Samajbadi Chhatra Jote, Uttoron, 
Dhaboman, Dhrubotara, Propad, 
Nari Progati, Shuchana Adhyayan 
O Anushilan Kendra, Shangskritik 
Union, Paribesh Bikkhan and 
Charan Sangskritik Kendra how-
ever yesterday argued that the 
government evicted rickshaws from 
many city streets without ensuring 
alternative employment for the 
pullers. 

They demanded immediate 
withdrawal of the decision on 
restricting rickshaw.

T h e  R i c k s h a w  U c h c h e d  
Protirodh Sangram Committee, an 
umbrella of rickshawpullers, mean-
while has organised a demonstra-
tion rally at Nilkhet circle today.

Review Forum

One killed
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constable Bijoy Shankar Chakma, 
25, Jyoti Bikash Chakma, 35 and 
Juluikhya Chakma, 32.

Bijoy was at his village home on 
leave. 

Some sources claimed that the 
abducted persons were released at 
Bakchhori yesterday. 

The Peace Agreement on 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, signed 
between the Parbatya Chattagram 
Jana Sanghati Samiti (PCJSS) and 
the past Awami League government 
on December 2, 1997, brought an 
end to decades of bush war in the 
region. 

In the wake of the peace deal, 
violence between PCJSS and its 
r i v a l  t h e  U n i t e d  P e o p l e ' s  
Democratic Front has been raging 
in the hilly terrain.

AL meeting
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in several cases under Feni Sadar 
police station, has been hiding in 
India since August, 2001.

He fled from the district only a 
few hours before a joint team of 
Army, BDR and police raided his 
'Shoila Kuthir' residence at Mastar 
Para and recovered a huge cache of 
arms and ammunition from there on 
August 16, 2001.

A day later, the then OC of Sadar 
thana Abdul Gaffar filed an arms 
case against him under the Arms 
Act.

The District and Sessions Judge 
court here recently examined four 
more witnesses in the arms case 
against Hazari. The four witnesses 
are Constable Shantosh Kumar, 
Assistant Sub-Inspector Alok 
Barua, Abul Kashem and Nazir 
Ahmed.

A court here on April 22 also 
asked law enforcers to attach the 
properties of Joynal Hazari and six 
of his associates accused in local 
journalist Tipu Sultan torture case. 
Investigation officer of the case 
Sub-Inspector Anisur Rahman 
submitted the chargesheet on April 
16.

dialogue," he said. 
"Investigations are still going on," 

he said, adding that it was too early 
to comment on what action would be 
taken against the NLD. 

Labour Minister Tinn Win blamed 
the outbreak of violence on Aung 
San Suu Kyi. 

"These incidents happened 
because Aung San Suu Kyi had 
taken advantage of her party organi-
sational trip to campaign publicly, 
thereby making many people resent 
her actions," he told reporters. 

"It is regrettable that these inci-
dents happened, but this was 
brought upon them by their own 
actions, because they had been 
disturbing the peace at all of the 
townships that they have visited." 

He complained that Aung San 
Suu Kyi had been giving anti-
government public speeches. 

The NLD's Yangon headquarters 
were sealed by the junta on 
Saturday prior to the announcement 
of her arrest. 

Also Saturday, Myanmar's state-
run press was openly critical of the 
Nobel peace laureate, the first time 
such criticism has appeared since 
UN-brokered talks began between 
the democracy leader and junta in 
October 2000. 

UN special envoy Razali Ismail, 
who is credited with brokering the 
secret talks, is due to make his 10th 
visit to Myanmar from June 6 in a bid 
to revive the process. 

Sajib murder 
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village Bahera in Debhata upazila, 
was allegedly kidnapped and killed 
by the accused. The murder of the 
child created an uproar among local 
people.

Of the chargesheeted accused, 
Abdul Karim is in jail custody, 
Shafiqul Islam and Anisur Rahman 
were granted bail and the rest are 
absconding.

Ctg robbery
FROM PAGE 12

resistance. Later, the same band of 
robbers attacked one Borhan Uddin's 
house and looted goods reportedly 
worth over Tk 1 lakh there.

Goods and valuables worth over 
Tk 3 lakh were looted from six shops 
and one house in a robbery at 
Kalupur union under the same 
Banshkhali upazila in the early 
hours of Wednesday.

2 killed in city 
road mishaps
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two unidentified men died in sepa-
rate road accidents at Uttara and 
Tejgaon yesterday.

At 6:45am, a loaded truck 
slammed on to a Tongi-bound bus 
that was coming down descend the 
slope of Abdullahpur bridge. The 
collision hurled a 25-year-old man, 
standing near the door, on to the 
road. He died on the spot.

Another passenger, Lal Mia, 
received injury and was admitted to 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital 
(DMCH).

Police arrested the truck driver, 
Mojnu Mia. 

In another incident at Rainbow 
crossing near the Film Development 
Corporation (FDC), at 4:00am, an 
elderly rickshawpuller was run over 
by a vehicle.

Acid attack during 
altercation over
dowry in Magura
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

Three people received burn injuries 
when a group of men threw acid on 
them during an altercation between 
the two sides in a bridal procession 
at village Baharbag in Magura 
Sadar Upazila Friday night.

Sources said some men on the 
bride's side threw acid on the three 
men on the bridegroom's side as the 
two sides quarrelled over the dowry 
amount.

The victims Asadul Biswas 26, 
Phool Mia, 35, and Farook Molla of 
Chhonpur village of the same 
upazila were admitted to Magura 
Sadar Hospital.

No case was lodged till filing of 
this report last night.

Brother killed, 
wife hurt in a 
family feud 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Elder brother was brutally chopped 
to death and his wife critically 
injured in a family feud at Payeen-
dong, Fatikchhari yesterday.

Four brothers were engaged in a 
quarrel over land at around 3.30pm. 
Their altercation continued for over 
an hour before two younger broth-
ers, Khorshed and Ershad, alleg-
edly started beating up and stabbing 
Korban Ali, 35, who died on the spot.

They attacked Rawshan Akter, 30, 
and injured her seriously when she 
came to her husband's rescue. 
Rawshanwas later admitted to 
Chittagong Medical College Hospital.
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