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Al-Qaeda trial
opens in
Belgium

BBC ONLINE

The trial of 23 alleged Islamic mili-
tants began yesterday amid intense
securityin Brussels.

The accused face a range of
charges including involvement in
the murder of the Afghan opposition
leader, Ahmad Shah Massoud, and
planning attacks on American tar-
getsin Europe.

It is only the third trial of alleged
al-Qaeda supporters since the 11
September attacks.

It comes amid fresh concern over
international terrorism sparked by a
series of bombings and the broad-
cast of an alleged al-Qaeda leader's
calltoarms.

Police barricades around
Brussels's Palais de Justice have been
reinforced with armoured vehiclesin
a huge operation to ensure security
around the courthouse.

Osama Bin Laden's al-Qaeda
network is believed to have been
behind last week's suicide attacks in
Saudi Arabia, in which dozens of
peoplewerekilled.

Last Friday's bombin%s in
Casablanca - in which 29 people died
- have also been linked to the terror
network.

Saudinetsfour
Al-qgaedamen

Saudi authorities, on alert after
suicide blasts in Riyadh last week,
have arrested four men on suspicion
of belonging to the al-Qaeda net-
work, adiplomatsaid Thursday.

"They arrested four Tuesday on
suspicion of connections with al-
Qaeda," the Western diplomat in
Riyadh said, adding that Saudi police
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the post, he said.

The foreign secretary requested
envoys of the OIC member states in
Dhaka on May 21 to inform their
governments about Bangladesh's
candidature for the polls in
December 2004.

Moroccan national Abdul
Wahid Belkaziz, who was elected
OIC secretary general in June 2000,
completes his four-year term next
year. The top office of the Jeddah-
based organisation had been held
by another Moroccan for four years
until June 2000.

Bangladesh nominated the then
speaker of the House Humayun
Rasheed Chowdhury for OIC secre-
tary general in the 2000 polls but
backtracked just ahead of the
election.

Bangladesh's candidature may
also come up for discussion on the
sidelines of a May 28 conference of
the foreign ministers of OIC states
inTehran.

About Iraq's representation to
the Tehran conference,
Chowdhury described the ques-
tion of Iraqi representation as
pointless, as Iraq has no govern-
ment for now.

He hoped many problems
arising from the Iraq war would be
resolved, with the adoption of a
new resolution on Iraq at the UN
Security Council in a few days.

The shipment of the first con-
signment of relief from
Bangladesh, which includes medi-
cine, will begin by May-end,
Chowdhurysaid.

On Indonesian President
Megawati Sukarnoputri's expected
visit to Bangladesh next month, the
foreign secretary said the schedule
ofhervisitwas being worked out.

About the May 31-June 2 minis-
terial-level meeting of 39 least
developed countries (LDCs),
Chowdhury said the Dhaka meet-
ing would lay out strategies for the
LDCs in the build-up to next
September's WTO meeting in
Cancun, Mexico.

He also spoke on a newspaper
report quoting the finance minister
that Bangladesh proposed free
trade to India and said that India
made the proposal and Bangladesh
was examiningit.

The work on the Bangladesh-
Myanmar road communication is
goingon, he told the reporters. The
Myanmar government is keen to
complete the repatriation of
Rohingya refugees from
Bangladesh soon, said the foreign
secretary.
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ingto BSS.

According to Police Super and
Civil Surgeon, Commander of
Bangladesh Navy B K Saha was
going to Dhaka from Khulna along
with his wife, two sons, a maid and
adriver.

The Civil Surgeon told the news
agency that B K Saha was driving
themicrobus.

Saha's wife, younger son and
their maid died on the spot. The
elder son received serious injuries
in the head. The driver also
received minor injury. B K Saha
escaped unhurt.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia has expressed her
deep shock at the death of 15 peo-
plein Tangailroad accident.

In a condolence message yes-
terday, she conveyed her sympathy
to the members of the victims'
families and prayed for peace of the
departed souls.

were aggressively searching the vast
desert kingdom for operatives of the
militantgroup.

Stung by US accusations of not
doing enough to prevent the Riyadh
bombings, Saudi Arabia has said it
was stepping up security measures
in the country, the birthplace of
Islam.

A Saudi source said Wednesday a
suicide airliner attack in the Red Sea
city of Jeddah had been thwarted
Monday by the arrest of three
Moroccans.

Six killed as

nor'wester hits
Sirajganj, Bogra

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajganj

At least six people were killed and
50 others injured when a
nor'wester lashed Kazipur upazila
of Sirajganj and Dhunat upazila of
Bograyesterday.

Five people were also missing as
an engine boat capsized in the
Jamuna during the storm.

The dead were identified as
Asma Khatun, 9, daughter of Afsar
Mondal of village Manikpotal,
Shahjahan Mondal, 46, of village
Hatsira and Shamsur, 40, of village
Shaldha in Kazipur upazila and
Rubia Khatun, 24, Rahima, 30, and
Anawara, 65 of village Varnshi of
Dhunatupazila.

All the six died in house col-
lapse. About 2000 dwelling houses
were damaged in the storm.

Schools, colleges, madrassahs,
mosques and shops in the two
upazilas were badly affected. Many
trees and crops were also damaged.

Officials from the two district
headquarters visited the affected
areas and sanctioned relief for the
storm-hit people.

Outlawed party
leader held
in Barisal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Police arrested a regional com-
mander of Sarbahara Party (Zia
éroup) on Wednesday night from

ouranadi upazila under Barisal
district.

According to police, Mahabul
Chowkidar, 32, accused in a num-
ber of cases including rape and
extortion was hiding at Kurirchar
in Gouranadi.

Acting on a tip-off, police raided
the Kurirchar area at midnight and
nabbed Mahabub.

Transport strike
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police and political hoodlums and
compensation for families of drivers
and workers killed in highway rob-
beries.

The association has also
demanded of the government to
stop import of reconditioned trucks,
buses and minibuses.

Buses, mini buses, trucks, tank
lorries, auto-rickshaws, auto-
tempos and all other transport have
stopped plying in support of the
strike.

An effort made by the district and
police administration to persuade
leaders of Road Transport Owners'
and Workers' Association to call off
the strike failed on Wednesdaynight.

Convenor of south-western zone
unit of Road Transport Owners' and
Workers' Association and senior vice
president of city BNP Abdul Gaffar
Biswas has expressed his firm deter-
minationnotto call off the strike.

The strike has, however, started
causing immense sufferings to
people affecting the economy of
south-westernregion.

Our Correspondent from Barisal
reports, all vehicles were off the city
streets yesterday in response to the
callofa48-hourtransportstrike.

Buses and trucks stopped plyin;
the 21 routes in six districts of Baris,
division.

In the morning, transport work-
ers stopped a BRTC bus from leaving
Rupatali and Natullabadh bus termi-
nal.

Police came to the spot and
brought the situation under control.

Life term
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court Advocate Eshrat Ali Isha repre-
sented the victim while Advocate
Nazrul Islam Khan moved for the
accused.

Jagabandhu had raped Chaina
Rani in the absence of her husband,
Bipul Chandra Das, on the morning
of April 20, 1998.

After the rape, neighbours man-
aged to detain Jagabandhu. But they
decided the issue would be settled in
village arbitration and the rapist was
released.

However, the miscreant later
refused to attend the arbitration and
threatened the victim's family to
hush thematterup.

The victim filed a case with the
Tanore Police Station on May 13 the
sameyear.

Reshuffle sheds 7 ministers

FROMPAGE 1

with rank and status of state minis-
ter.

According to the reshuffle, MK
Anwar, who was the industries
minister, was awarded the agricul-
ture portfolio and Jamaat-e-Islami
Ameer Matiur Rahman Nizami was
sent from the agriculture ministry to
the industries ministry. Hafizuddin
Ahmed was removed from the jute
ministry to the water resources
portfolio.

State Minister Lutfor Rahman
Khan Azad was transferred to the
jute portfolio from labour and
manpower. Amanullah Aman, who
was state minister for health, took
charge of labour and manpower,
and State Minister Rezaul Karim
was sent to the liberation war affairs
portfolio from industries.

Ukil Abdus Sattar Bhuiyan, who
was state minister for land, took
charge of the fisheries and livestock
portfolio, and State Minister
Mizanur Rahman Sinha was trans-
ferred to the health and family
welfare ministryfrom textile.

Deputy Minister Asadul Habib
(Dulu) was sent to the disaster
management and relief ministry
from communications, Deputy
Minister Ruhul Quddus Talukder
(Dulu) to the land ministry from
LGRD and cooperatives and Deputy
Minister Abdus Salam Pintu to the
industries ministry from education.

Yesterday's reshuffle came as a
near-surprise, said sources. The
prime minister, who had beenin her
Bangladesh Secretariat office yes-
terday, asked the cabinet secretary
almost off-guard to prepare the
notification and papers for reshuf-
fle.

The reshuffle took place when
some senior ministers like M Saifur
Rahman, Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Dr Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain
and Tariqul Islam were off to official
programmes outside Dhaka.

The changes ended all specula-
tions of leaders and workers of the
ruling BNP about reshuffle. There
was also tremendous pressure from
donors and the party as well to
downsize the jumbo cabinet.

Many frontline leaders say that
the council of ministers should have
been downsized more and that it
should not have more than 40 to 45
members.

Mayor Sadeque Hossain Khoka
apart, six others were dropped from
the council largely because of their
inefficiency, said the BNP insiders.
Khoka wanted to resign from the
cabinet before the 2002 mayoral
polls.

Sources inside the government
said although the prime minister
had taken resignation letters from
around 16 ministers and state
ministers in the middle of last year,
finally seven of them have been
dropped. The others survived
because of strong lobbying on their
behalfwithin the BNP.

Several BNP leaders and leaders
from two other components of the
alliance -- BJP and 10]J-- who were
ready to take oath felt frustrated that
none of them was inducted into the
council of ministers.

Talking to The Daily Star last
night, one of the seven dropped
from the council of minister said
actually he has been 'politically
buried'. It would now be too diffi-
cult for him to do politics in his
constituency and district because
his rivals might campaign that he
was removed due to corruption.

"I don't know why I was made a
minister and on which ground I
have been removed. I am now
politically dead in my area. I never
tried to be a minister and even did
not know anything about making
me a minister till the formation of
thegovernment," headded.

Some ministers and state minis-
ters, whose portfolios have been

Wheat supply
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officials to procure wheat from
non-farmers has raised some
questions.

The press reported last year
that taking advantage of regula-
tory loopholes, some traders
having strong political backing
sold out low-grade Indian wheat
to the government silos in con-
nivance with a section of food
officials.

As many as eight government
officials, including the then
secretary of the food ministry
and the director general of the
food directorate, were made
officers on special duty (OSD).
Three of them were eventually
sent to forced retirement for the
irregularities in wheat procure-
ment involving Tk 90 crore. The
prime minister admonished one
of her party lawmakers for his
alleged involvementin the scam.

Amid growing public uproar,
two separate official probe bod-
ies, formed at the directives of
the prime minister and the food
ministry, investigated the scam
and submitted their reports to
the government. But the find-
ings of the probe bodies have not
been revealed by the govern-
ment.

Food Minister Abdullah Al
Noman told The Daily Star
yesterday, "As there is no wheat
stock left with the farmers now,
we're allowing procurement
from traders."

The minister, however,
brushed aside any possibility of
irregularities in procuring wheat
from non-farmers. "We'll pursue
the same policy in procuring
wheat from traders as we did in
case of procurement from farm-
ers, that is, no trader will be
allowed to sell more than 5

tonnes of wheat to the procure-
ment centres."

The government enhanced
the wheat procurement price
from Tk 9,000 a quintal last year
to Tk 9,250 this year and if wheat
is procured from traders, wheat
growers would be deprived of
the benefit of government-
provided price support.

The government's failure to
achieve the procurement target
in the last aman season and dry-
ing up of food aid have made the
current wheat procurement drive
all the more important, as filling
up of the depleted food reserves
in the granaries would depend on
its success, explained the food
officials.

As against the procurement
target of two lakh tonnes, the
government could hardly pro-
cure 20,000 tonnes of aman
paddy. The government has
barely 2 to 2.5 lakh tonnes of
food reserves as the United
States diverted some of its previ-
ously committed food aid to
drought-hit Africa and domestic
production of aman and wheat
was lower than projected.

To replenish the stock, the
government is going to float
fresh international tenders for
importing two lakh tonnes of
rice and wheat.

Despite the poor stock in
public granaries, the govern-
ment slashed down this year's
internal wheat procurement
target by one third, from three
lakh tonnes to two lakh tonnes.

According to the latest field
report of the agriculture minis-
try, wheat output stood at 14.95
lakh tonnes, 2.55 lakh tonnes
less than the projected produc-
tion of 17.50 lakh tonnes.

changed, are also unhappy that they
have not got 'important' ones.
Jamaat chief Matiur Rahman
Nizamiis known to be amongthem.

Jamaat sources said in these days
of market economy, industries
ministry is 'less important'.
However, BNP insiders said Nizami
was removed from agriculture
ministryas he did not perform well.

Sources close to Amanullah
Aman (who was state minister for
health) said although he has been
given charge of the labour and
manpower ministry, this ministry
does not have any important func-
tion since the formation of the
Ministry of Expatriates' Welfare and
Overseas Employment.

Deputy Minister Ruhul Quddus
Talukder is also not happy to get the
portfolio of land and to share
authority with the incumbent land
minister. He was happy with his
previous position in the LGRD
ministry because Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan had given him enough
authority in the ministry, sources
mentioned.

Although Abdus Salam Pintu has
been removed from the position of
deputy minister for education, he is
happy that despite being on the
removal list he has not been
dropped

Cabinet ministers Major (Retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed and MK Anwar,
state ministers Lutfor Rahman
Khan Azad, Rezaul Karim, Abdus
Sattar Bhuiyan, Mizanur Rahman
Sinha and deputy ministers Ahsan
Habib are quite happy with their
new portfolios.

PM
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The prime minister was addressing
the foundation laying ceremony of
the Judicial Administrative
Training Institute Complex JATIC)
at College Road near Curzon Hallin
the city yesterday afternoon.

She said: "Only a small section
of the society commits crimes. So
the judges have to play the leading
rolein establishingajustsociety."

Chief Justice Mainur Reza
Chowdhury, Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Barrister
Moudud Ahmed, State Minister
Barrister M Shahjahan Omar,
World Bank Country Director
Frederick T Temple and Secretary
in-charge of the Ministry for Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
M Asaduzzaman also addressed
the function.

Ministers, MPs, judges, lawyers,
diplomats and senior officials were
present at the foundation laying
ceremony of the seven storied
building to be built on a 93000-sqf
land atacostof Tk 110.47 crore.

The World Bank, Canada and
Denmark are providing financial
assistance to construct the cmplex
under the 'Legal and Judicial
Capacity Building Project' of the
Ministry for Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs.

The Prime Minister in her
address hoped that the new infra-
structure would help improve the
efficiency of the judicial system.

Shelisted the measures taken by
the alliance government and the
previous BNP government to
ensure justice to all as recognised
by the Constitution.

The prime minister mentioned
that her government launched the
Legal Aid System to ensure justice
to the poor, established Legal
Commission during 1991-96
period and formulated the Women
and Children Oppression Act in
1995.

Referring to the introduction of
arbitration system, the prime
minister said it would help main-
tain a cordial relation between the
plaintiffs and the accused and
ensure social discipline and secu-
rity.

She said the Speedy Trial
Tribunal Act (STTA) introduced by
the present government will
ensure quick justice and said
adding that the tough law was
enacted to check serious crimes
like acid attack.

End to protectionism
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open the meeting at China-
Bangladesh Friendship
Conference Centre.

The draft declaration has
already been sent to the LDCs from
the Bangladesh mission in Geneva.

Bangladesh, coordinator of the
49-member LDC grouping, is the
initiator of the upcoming trade
ministers' meeting ahead of the 5th
World Trade Organisation (WTO)
meeting.

The WTO meeting is slated for
September in Cancun in Mexico.

"The meeting of the trade min-
isters is expected to forge a com-
mon position of LDCs on the WTO
issues and international trades,"
Commerce Minister Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhury said to The
Daily Star.

Representatives of 38 LDCs
including 23 trade ministers have
already confirmed their participa-
tion in the upcoming meeting and
many others are likely to do so
soon.

Secretary General of the United
Nations on Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD)
Rubens Ricupero, Trade
Commissioner of the European
Commission (EC) Pascal Lamy and
Director General of the WTO Dr
Supachai Panitchpakdi are
expected to attend the meeting.

Both developed and developing
countries often impose protection-

ist measures like labour standards,
environmental requirements and
workplace environment during
imports from the LDCs.

The forthcoming WTO meeting
is likely to make these measures
mandatory for all of its 146 mem-
ber states.

Since the LDCs are lagging
behind in the implementation of
the tough conditions, their exports
could be hit hard once further
stringent measures on the pretext
of environment is imposed, appre-
hends the draftdeclaration.

On the issue of movement of
natural persons, the draft demands
withdrawal of restrictions on both
semi-skilled and unskilled man-
power.

"LDCs demand that developed
countries must ensure mutual
recognition of professionals. The
restriction of entry by the natural
person in the guise of economic
need test (ENT) must be removed,"
the draft says.

"The social security charges
must be withdrawn for the tempo-
rary natural persons as they do not
receive social security support
against those."

The draft also demands imple-
mentation of the special and defer-
ential treatment on the products of
the LDCs as pledged by different
ministerial meetings of the WTO.

"The LDCs are concerned with
the fact that the modalities for

special treatment of the LDCs in
the negotiations are not yet final-
ised. The LDCs demand that the
agreed modalities must consider
the lesser commitments by the
LDCs against the request made by
the developed countries," the draft
says.

To check further
marginalisation of the LDCs, the
draft demands increased technical
and financial assistance in devel-
opment, strengthening and diver-
sification of production and export
bases of LDCs to address their
supplyside constraint.

The UNCTAD, EC and Norway
will fund the hosting of the trade
ministers conference.

Crackdown
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joint forces fail to achieve desired
success, sources said.

Meanwhile, many godfathers of
outlawed organisations and politi-
cal armed cadres are reported to
have disappeared from Kﬁulna city
and upazilas of the districts gettin
advance information of B%R—le
jointoperation.

It may be mentioned that 198
people, including policemen, were
murdered in the south-western
region in last four and a half
months.

Besides, 19 rifles and 600 bullets
were also looted by outlaws during
the period.

PHOTO: PID

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia offers prayer after laying the foundation of the Judicial Administrative Training Institute
Complex (JATIC) at College Road near Curzon Hall yesterday .

Teenage trader
found dead

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Decomposed body of a vegetable
trader, Aquib, 16, was recovered
from Khilgaon area in the city on
Wednesday night.

Police said the victim was stran-
gled and stabbed somewhere else
and dumped on a field at west
Nandipara.

Local people discovered a
decomposed leg of the victim at
about 8:15 p.m. on Wednesday
night and informed the Khilgaon
police who later recovered the
body.

The boy was in trousers and a
vest. Arope was tied round his neck
and there were marks of stabs in his
back, police said. "He is missing for
six days. He might have been killed
by his friends," said Aquib's elder
brother Moniruzzaman, residing
near Goran tempo-stand.

Police sent the body to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital for
autopsy.

Khilgaon police filed a murder
case. None was arrested till last
evening.

13 more wholesale
agri markets

to be set up

BSS, Dhaka

Agriculture Marketing Directorate
will set up 13 more wholesale mar-
kets for agricultural products at
different places in the country to
ensure fair prices to the farmers for
their products.

These markets will be similar to
alreadybuilt sixagri-markets.

This was informed at a review
meeting on progress in implemen-
tation of agriculture ministry's
projects under Annual
Development Programme (ADP) in
the conference room of the ministry
yesterday.

State Minister for Agriculture
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
also attended the meeting.
Secretary of the ministry Ayub
Kadri, head of various depart-
ments under the ministry, pro-
ject directors and senior officials
of the ministry were present, a
pressrelease said.

Iraq sanctions
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struction and humanitarian needs
at the direction of the occupying
powers.

The resolution also calls on the
US and British forces to help set up
an interim Iraqi-run administra-
tion until "an internationally
recognised, representative gov-
ernment is established by the
people ofIraq."

"We have decided to vote for
this resolution and to work to find
a consensus within the Security
Council," de Villepin said. "Even if
this text is not perfect, it takes into
account our concerns."

In a further sign that the tradi-
tional allies want to heal the rifts
left by the war on Iraq, US
Secretary of State Colin Powell
arrived in Paris for a two-day
meeting of G8 foreign ministers.

Powell said France's change of
heart on the UN resolution was a
good move towards mending US-
French relations, badly bruised by
theIraqwar.

"I think it's a step in the right
direction of moving forward
together," Powell told a briefing
organised by the French-
American Press Club.

France, Germany and Russia
had strongly opposed the US-led
war and then insisted the United
Nations play a "central role" in its
rebuilding.

De Villepin on Thursday hailed
the fourth draft of the resolution
as signalling the return of the
world body after fears that it
would be sidelined and rendered
irrelevant by Washington's unilat-
eralactioninlaunching the war.

"We can consider that the UN is
back, and at bottom that is now
the key issue: to make sure that the
UN can resume its place" in han-
dling the crisis, he told France-
Interradio.

Seminar for making
registration must
for political parties

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Registration of parties should be
made a must to ensure account-
ability in politics.

Reforms of political parties are
also essential to infuse practice of
intra-party democracy, speakers
at a seminar on 'Registration and
Reforms of Political Parties in
Bangladesh' observed in the city
yesterday.

Unless the political parties are
democratic in nature and strong
organisationally they hardly can
contribute to the institutiona-
lisation of democracy, speakers of
the seminar, organised by the
Legislative Support Service
Project (LSSP) of Manabik Sahajya
Sangstha (MSS), said.

They also urged parties to
democratise their nomination
process, initiate politics free of
violence and criminals and pro-
vide political education and train-
ing for party stalwarts.

They felt the civil society
should play an organised role,
forcing the parties to go ahead
withintra-party reforms.

Former Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Abu Hena
chaired the seminar while MSS
president Feroz M Hassan deliv-
ered introductoryspeech.

Among the speakers, former
CEC Justice Abdur Rouf said that
the existing problems in political
parties would not be resolved
until they are brought under
compulsory registration system
and transparent fund-raising
mechanism, he added.

Prof. Al Masud Hasanuzzaman,
Department of the Government
and Politics of Jahangirnagar
University, in his key-note paper
advocated for a comprehensive
approach to regulate the perfor-
mance of the political parties and
an enactment of law that will
make the registration of parties
with the Election Commission a
must.

Abu Hena said people's dream
for a congenial political atmo-
sphere will come true only when
reforms of political parties take
place.

Chief Whip of Awami League
Abdus Shaheed said those who get
party nomination but are without
proper background can hardly
play the due role of a parliamen-
tarian and end up polluting poli-
tics.

Local Government and Rural
Development Minister Abdul
Manan meanwhile revealed that
he did submita proposal as 'bill' in
parliament in 1999, but that is yet
tobe considered.

Member of Parliament from
Jatiya Party, Begum Rawshan
Ershad said all parties would have
toreach a consensus to resolve the
problems.

Prof. Shahudul Islam MP,
Farruk Khan MP, Sheikh Shahidul
Islam, general secretary of Jatiya
Party (Monju), Munir Khan, vice
chairperson of Fair Election
Monitoring Alliance (FEMA),
Jamaat-e-Islami leader M
Quamruzzaman, Prof. Dalim
Chandra Barman, Dr Ataur
Rahman, Dr Sawkat Ara and Prof.
Dilara Chowdhury also spoke.

Gram Sarkar
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sion in this regard would destroy
democracy and establish rule of
‘musclemen and criminals' backed
by the party in power at the grass-
rootslevel, it felt.

The meeting, chaired by acting
AL president Zillur Rahman, said it
Gram Sarkar is formed this way,
Union Parishad would not be able
to perform their duties independ-
ently.

Referring to the Bangladesh
Development Forum (BDF) meet-
ing held in the city recently, the AL
presidium said the donors took
note of 'absolute failure' of the
present government at this meet-
ing.

They identified widespread
corruption, deteriorated law and
order, deaths in police custody and
during the joint forces drive and
many such misdeeds of the present
government as major factors
retarding development of the
country.

For this, the donors did not
promise any aid for this year, it
noted.

The AL presidium said in such a
situation, the ruling alliance has no
right to cling to power any more
and should quit.

The meeting expressed shock at
the 'killing' of Dr Maruf Ahmed,
brother of former home minister
Mohammad Nasim and
demanded exemplary punishment
ofthekillers.

It decided to hold a public
meeting at Paltan Maidan in the
cityonjune?.

Free trade
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bilateral trade gap, regional eco-
nomic prospect and other issues of
mutual interest. He also met Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
yesterday.

BSS reports that Saifur and
Vajpayee discussed increased
bilateral cooperation and
exchangedideas on politics.

The finance minister said rail
transit came up for discussion and
he told the Indian premier that it
could be implemented after reha-
bilitating the railway in Bangladesh.

Talking to journalists at Zia
International Airport, Saifur said
the Indian finance minister has
proposed formation of a joint work-
ing group to sort out transportation
and infrastructure problems at
borderstofacilitate trade.

"I believe free trade should be
introduced between us to cope with
the global trend," said Saifur. "India
wants to give some trade conces-
sions to Bangladesh because it feels
that without such benefits, it would
be difficult for them to sell their
productshere."

He said his trip was aimed at
improving ties between the two
countries and termed it "success-
ful".

"We had been facing some
hitches for quite some time. All
misgivings have been removed now
and if good relations exist at the
leadership level, all smaller irritants

canbe easilyresolved," Saifur said.

"I have found a genuine desire
among the Indian top businessmen
and politicians to maintain good
relations with Bangladesh. I think
our people should be steered
toward asimilar sentiment. This trip
has helped us overcome our histori-
cal mindset," said Saifur.

He said he has invited Vajpayee
to visit Bangladesh and the Indian
premier said he would considerit.

Tremor kills
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coach, aweightlifterand a cook.

Road builders used their equip-
ment to hunt for survivors. "We left
our job to come and help. We're
human afterall," said Sid Alki.

France dispatched 120 rescuers
with sniffer dogs and equipment to
its former colony. Germany sent 22
technicians, also with dogs and
high-tech sound and imaging
equipment.

Most of Algeria's 32 million
people live in the north, away from
the Sahara desert. Algiers, on the
coast, is home to at least 2.6 million
people.

The US Geological Survey said
the epi-centre was 45 miles east of
Algiers. It said the quake was the
biﬁgest to hit Algeria since 1980,
when a tremor measuring 7.7 killed
at least 4,500 people. In 1994, an
earthquake in northwestern
Algeria killed more than 170 peo-

ple.
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