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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition
May 16-20

Women's Initiative for Peace in 

South Asia holds a group 

painting exhibition at the Ben-

gal Gallery of Fine Arts, 

Dhanmondi at 5 pm, featuring 

art-works by 28 women artists 

of the country. The exhibition 

continues until May 20 every-

day from 12 pm to 8 pm.

May 22 - June 5

The inauguration of a painting 

exhibition by Kakoli and a 

sculpture exhibition by Reaz 

will take place at the Alliance 

Francaise de Dhaka on May 22 

at 6:00p.m. The exhibition will 

continue till June 5.

May 16-22

The second solo painting 

exhibition of artist Rajaul Islam 

Lovelu is going on at the Zainul 

gallery of Institute of Fine Arts, 

Dhaka University. The display 

is open for visitors daily from 2 

pm to 8 pm.

Music
May 22-23

Nazrul Sangeet Shilpi Parishad 

will hold Nazrul Sangeet 

Conference to mark the 104th 

birth anniversary of the Rebel-

poet Kazi Nazrul Islam. The 

conference will feature Nazrul 

songs performed by reputed 

Nazrul artistes of the country. 

On the second day the 

Parishad will accord reception 

to eminent Nazrul Sangeet 

personalities Firoza Begum, 

Sohrab Hossain, Sudhin Das, 

Abdus Sattar, Julhasuddin 

Ahmed, Khal id Hossain,  

Ferdousi Rahman, and Rafiqul 

Islam. The programme will take 

place at the Nazrul Institute 

auditorium (Road-28 (old), 

Dhanmondi) at 5 p.m.

TV GUIDE

BTV
12.10 pm News Headlines
12.15  Shubhechchha Nin
12.30  Shanbadpatrer Pata 

Thekey
12.40  Health Bulletin
01.00  Khabar
01.05  Cartoon Show
01.30  Sabar jayna Shikha
02.00  News Headlines
02.05  Magazine:Chawa Pawa 
02.30  shindu Hindol
03.00  Khabar
03.05  Shukhi Paribar
03.30  Chander Hasi
04.00  News Headlines
04.05  Sangeeta
04.30  Open University
05.00  Khabar
05.05  Bhaloo Thakun Suhytha 

Thakun
05.30  Jadu Mela
06.00  Khabar-Desh Janopad
06.10  Sandha Malati
06.35  Programme Of 

Chittagong Centre 
07.00  News Headlines

  Share Bazaar
  Weather bulletin

07.05  Shur Ananda
07.30  Drama Serial: 
08.00  News at Eight
08.30  Drama Serial: Protikriti 
09.00  Drama Serial:Lal Guri
09.30  Sangitanustan
10.00  News at Ten
10.25  Weather Bulletin
10.30  News Report
10.35  Jibon Bangladesh 

Moron Bangladesh
11.00  Magazine:Upahar
11.30  Late Night News/ News 

Headlines

CHANNEL-i
6:10 Islamic Programme
7:15 Prothom Sur
10:00 Music Plus
10:30 Drama Serial: Bou 

Tubanir Fole 
11:00 Close up Rock Bridged
11:30 Drama : Joban Bondi
12:00 Drama : Caktus
12:30 Drama: Kotha Chilo 
2:00 Bangla Feature Film: 

Bibad
5:35 Jonopoder Khabor
5:45 I Sports
6:10 Music Plus
6:45 Drama serial : Poster
7:15 Channel-i News
7:45 Ispahani-i Tele Quiz (Q)
7:50 Sundar Sharbanash
8:25 Grihogolpo
9:00 Channel-i News
9:31 Isphani-i Tele Quiz (R)
9:35 Drama Serial : Grohon
10:00 Bhalomondo Manushera
10:25 Channel-i Mobile Quiz 

2525
10:30 Channel-i News
11:15 Sangbad Pothre 

Bangladesh
11:20 Business Show
11:30 Late Night News of BTV
12:15 Channel-i News

Interview

All programmes are in local time. The 
Daily Star will not be responsible for 
any change in the programme. 

Daily Star: What is the purpose 
of the book -- why is it important?

Elthem B. Kabir: There has 
been a great demand among art 
lovers to project Bangladeshi art. 
If you compare Bangladeshi art 
with the rest of Sub-continental 
art or Asian art our depth is 
incomparable. The unfortunate 
part is that our art has not been 
exposed to the international 
community. A few days back in 
the Herald Tribune I saw a notice 
of Sotheby's or Christy's for 
Indian art and I felt that why 
couldn't it have been on south 
Asian art where Bangladeshi art 
could have come in. Our art has 
not been exposed. Those who 
come to our country are pleas-
antly surprised with the passion 
of our art. Yet, so far, nobody was 
trying to project this. We in our 
society felt that there has to be a 
book which will be of an interna-
tional standard, a copy of which 
should be available when you 
walk into the book store Metro-
politan Museum or the Tate 
Gallery. 

DS: Did you face any prob-
lems? 

EK: The biggest problem was 
t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  w h i c h  I  
approached the Norwegian 
Embassy which provided major-
ity of  the funding. Shortfall of  
the balance was equally put up 
by GrameenPhone and the 
Khairul Kabir Foundation. The 
Society for Promotion of Bangla-
desh Art has the copyright to the 
book. The society will be open to 
members with a fee of  a few 
hundred takas. The project 
began approximately 18 months 
ago and the most difficult part of 
the project was which artists do 
you put and which one of their 
works do you include in the 
book.

DS: What is the focus? How 
many artists have been brought 
in -- Who are they and how was 
the selection done?

EK: The fundamental purpose 

EK: Basically we give the edu-
cational backgrounds of the 
artists and dwelt on  how they 
began their work, the style that 
they developed in the early stage 
in their career and  how they 
evolved different styles of their 
own. The contributions of each 
artist and what influenced 
him/her has been aptly dealt 
with. Out of 1,300 paintings 3,00 
paintings were chosen which 
were difficult to locate and pho-
tograph. The paintings were 
chosen in such a way that they 
represented each phase of the 
career. Thus you will see a paint-
ing of Shahabuddin with the 
typical representation of speed 
and then a woman's portrait 
which is so different from his 
conventional style. Again there is 
an abstract by Quamrul Hassan 
which is rare as usually he did 
rural scenes and women's fea-
tures.

DS: Who did you select to 
write the text of the book?

EK: The committee of the 
society decided to request Dr 
Manzurul Islam to write the text 
of the book. It took four to six 
months to write the book while it 
took four to six months to do the 
photography for which we had 
two cameramen from Drik and 
our project coordinator Rafi 
Haque. The book contains about 
350 pages and the forward was 
written by me.

DS: Why is the price of the 
book kept so high?

EK: The book has been pub-
lished by using the most modern 
photography and printing tech-
nology while the paper used in 
the book is of the highest stan-
dard so that it has an interna-
tional quality. It has a hard 
bound cloth cover with a jacket 
and outside protective cover. 
Books of similar standard and 
quality are sold at a much higher 
price even in our neighbouring 
country, India.

Window to our contemporary art
Elthem B Kabir, chairman of the Society for Promotion of 
Bangladesh 

ATN  BANGLA
6:00 Islamic Prog:

8:00 ATN Bangla News

8:25 Weekly Drama: Dul 
Kamrar Sangsar

9:35 Musical Prog: Pop 
Dhamaka

10:50 Chokhe Dekha

12:00 ATN Bangla News

12:20 The Daily Newspa-
per Discussing Prog: 
Ajker Sangbadpotro

12:40 Musical prog : ATN 
Music

1:20 Bengali Feature 
Film: Achol Bande

4:20 Puppet Magazine: 
The World of 
Jonathon Sing

4:50 The Daily Newspa-
per Discussing Prog: 
Ajker Sangbadpotro

5:00 Gram Banglar 
Sangbad

5:15 Musical Prog: Music 
Vision

5:50 Musical Prog: Saat 
Rang

6:25  Islamic prog: 
Islamee Sawal O 
Jawab 

7:00 ATN Bangla Evening 
News

7:30 Computer Based 
prog: ATN Computer 
Projukte

8:05 Drama Serial: 
Ragene

8:40 Drama : Sada Rang

9:00 ATN Bangla News

9:25 Audio Magazine: 
Audio Mela

10:00 ATN Bangla News

10:30 Film Magazine: 
Tarokar Adda

11:00 ATN Bangla News

12:00 Bengali Feature 
Film: Samer Ghor

TARA BANGLA
1:30 Yes No Very Good

2:00 Taka Na Sona

6:30 Aajker Shironam

7:00 Gaan-War

7:20 Dhush Sambad

8:00 Adda Stop

8:30 Tara News

9:30 Tara News Bangla-
desh

10:00 Fashionay 
Bhushanay

10:30 News Magazine

11:30 Tara News

HBO
6:45 Code Red: The 

Rubicon Conspiracy

8:45 Dead Sexy

10:15 In & Out

12:00 Ransom

2:30 Satan's School For 
Girls

4:15 Dark Descent

6:15 The Pest

8:00 Austin Powers The 
Spy Who Shagged 
Me

10:00 48 Hours

12:00 3000 Miles to 
Graceland

2:30 Ransom

4:45 The Pest

STAR MOVIES 
7:45 Fluke 

9:30 Kingdom Come  

11:15 Holiday Heart       

1:00 Gorillas In The Mist   

3:15 Betrayed 

5:30 The Third Wheel  

7:00 Woman On Top    

8:35 Detour

10:30 Lock Up

12:30 The Circle

AXN 
6:30 Movie: Luck of the 

Draw

8:30 High Action 
Adrenalin

9:30 Rated/The Right 
Stuff

10:30 Farscape

11:30 Test of Toughest 

12:30 Pacific Blue

1:30 Fear Factor

2:30 Movie: Luck of the 
Draw

4:30 High Action 
Adrenalin

5:30 Pacific Blue

6:30 Farcscape

7:30 Test of Toughest

8:30 Alias Spirit

9:30 Riply's Belive it Or 
Not!

11:30 Rescue 911

12:30 Riply's Belive it Or 
Not!

1:30 Test of Toughest

STAR WORLD 
6:00 Kenneth Copeland 

Ministries

6:30 The Simpsons          

7:00 Friends

7:30 Suddenly Susan        

8:00 Hollywood Squares

8:30 The Brady Bunch 

9:00 Cheers 

9:30 Oprah Winfrey Show    

10:30 The Kin of Queens    

11:00 Grounded for Life 

11:30 Boston Public   

12:30 Dharma & Greg

1:00 Frasier

1:30 Chicago Hope       

2:58 Star Asia Travel    

2:30 Oprah Winfrey Show    

3:30 Bold and Beautiful         

4:30 Hollywood Squares     

5:00 The Bready Buch         

5:30 Knight Rider          

6:30 The Simpsons       

7:00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond

7:30 Dharma & Greg       

8:00 Friends      

8:30 The Drew Carey 
Show  

9:00 Whose Line Is It 
Anyway   

9:30 JAG 

10:30 Law and Order SVU  

11:28 Star Asia Travel 

11:30 Baywatch 

STAR GOLD
7:00 Geet Bahar

7:30 Samadh

10:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 
Superhit

11:00 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 20 M 

11:25 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit

11:30 Khilona

2:25 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit 

2:30 Geet Bahar

3:00 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 20 M 

3:25 Kuch Hit Kuch 
Superhit

3:30 Azaad Desh Ke 
Ghulam

6:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit 

7:00 Hit Filmein Hit 
Sangeet - 20 M

7:25 Kuch Hit Kuch 
Superhit

7:30 Police Wala Gunda

10:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 
Superhit 

11:00 Geet Gata Chal

11:30 Hit Filmein Hit 
Sangeet - 20 M

11:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 
Superhit

12:00 Mera Intquam

STAR PLUS
6:00 Bhabhi

6:30 Geet Bahar

7:00 Geet Bahar

7:30 Dr Morepen Tango - 
Daily

8:30 Shaka Laka Boom 

Boom

9:00 Taaza Hits

9:05 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 20 M

9:30 Fox Kids

10:10 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 20 M

10:30 Meri Saheli

11:00 Pal Chinn

11:30 Kabhii Sautan Kabhii 

Sahelii

12:00 Shanti

12:30 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 20 M

12:55 Taaza Hits

1:00 Kasautii Zindagii Kay

1:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 

Bandhan

2:00 Bhabhi

2:30 Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 
Bahu Thi

3:00 Shagun (461 - 560)

3:30 Kabhi Aaye Na Judai

4:00 Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii

4:30 Kaahin Kissi Roz

5:00 Film Topper - 301 
Series

5:05 Saans

5:30 Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
- 20 M

5:55 Taaza Hits 

6:00 Hum Saath Aath Hain

6:30 Fox Kids

7:25 Film Topper

7:30 Kumkum

7:55 Film Topper

8:00 Shaka Laka Boom 

Boom

8:30 Khichdi

9:00 Kasauti Zindagii Kay

9:30 Kehta Hai Dil

10:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii

11:00 Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 

Bahu Thi

11:30 Kaahin Kissi Roz

12:00 Bhabhi 

SONY 
7:30 Amrit Varsha

8:00 Sant Asaram Vani

8:30 Om Namath Shivay

9:30 Good Morning Disney

10:30 Chartbusters

11:00 Music Mantra

11:30 Khwahish

12:00 Cook it up with Tarla 
Dalal

12:30 Heena

1:00 Kkusum

1:30 Ab Ayega Mazzaa

2:00 Kahani Terri Merri

2:00 Kutumb

2:30 Dhadkan

3:30 Ghar Ek Mandir 

4:00 Alpaviram

4:30 Kaun Apna Kaun 
Paraya

5:00 Malgudi Days

5:30 Dekh Bhai Dekh 

6:00 Just Mohabbat

6:30 Disney Hour

7:30 Chartbusters

8:00 Music Mantra

8:30 Biographies

9:00 Current Bollywood

9:30 Kkusum

10:00 Kahani Terri Merri

10:30 Achanak

11:00 Aahat Dehshat Ke 6 
Saal

11:30 Kutumb

12:00 Ghar Ek Mandir

ADVENTURE ONE
6:00 Danger Diaries      

7:00 The Seal Hunters 
Cave 

7:30 Fresh Air Crew      

8:00 Out There

8:30 The Hunt for Amazing 
Treasures  

9:00 NG Explorer    

10:00 Storm Chaser

11:00 Beyond Limits      

12:00 Surfer's Journal      

12:30 Explorer's Journal     

1:30 NG Explorer      

2:30 Sheer Will

3:30 Danger Diaries      

4:30 Honey Hunters      

5:00 Explorer's Journal     

6:00 Fresh Air Crew      

6:30 Out There     

7:00 The Hunt For Amazing 
Treasures   

7:30 NG Explorer

8:30 Lionhearts

9:30 Surfer's Journal  

10:00 Fresh Air Crew   

10:30 Out There      

11:00 The Hunt For Amazing 
Treasures   

11:30 NG Explorer  

ANIMAL PLANET
8:30 Parklife 

9:00 Wild Rescues      

9:30 Wild On The Set    

10:00 Crocodile Hunter 
Diaries 

10:30 Jeff Corwin Experi-
ence 

11:30 Croc Files

12:00 Twisted Tales 

12:30 Planet's Funniest 
Animals

1:00 Saved On Sunday

1:30 Saved On Sunday 

2:00 Saved On Sunday 

2:30 Vets In Practice 

3:00 Postcards from the 
Wild

3:30 Jeff Corwin Experi-
ence

4:30 Animals A-Z

5:00 Wild Rescues      

5:30 Life Of Birds Mastery 
of Flight

6:30 Planet's Funniest 
Animals

7:00 Saved On Sunday

8:30 Vets In Practice 
Unfamiliar Territory

9:00 Postcards From The 
Wild

9:30 Jeff Corwin Experi-
ence

10:30 Animals A-Z Where 
Lemmings Dare

11:00 Wild Rescues      

11:30 Life Of Birds Insatiable 
Appetite

NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC
6:30 Built for the Kill

7:30 Croc Chronicles

8:00 Toyota World Of 
Wildlife 

8:30 Foxes of the Kalahari

9:30 Top Cat  

10:30 Kabul Zoo Rescue 

11:30 Dogs With Jobs  

12:00 Earth Pulse      

1:30 People Out There 

2:00 Mission Everest

2:30 $100 Taxi Ride 

3:00 Young Global Hot 
Shots

3:30 Orchid Hunter

4:30 Croc Chronicles

5:00 Toyota World of 

Wildlife

5:30 Animal Edens  

6:00 Return to the Wild     

6:30 Dogs with Jobs S3      

7:00 Earth Pluse

7:30 Twenty (20) Years 

With The D 

8:30 People Out There

9:00 Mission Everest

9:30 $ 100 Taxi Ride

10:00 Young Global Hot 

Shots     

10:30 Zulu River Odyssey  

11:30 Croc Chronicles

12:00 Toyota World of 

Wildlife   

DISCOVERY
8:30 Wild Discovery : Killer 

Crocs of Costa Rica

9:30 Globetrekker: New 

Zealand

10:30 Science Frontiers 

Aquarius  Living 

Beneath The Sea

11:30 Science Mysteries 

Evolution

12:30 Great Romances Of 

The 20th Century: 

Bogart & Bacall

1:00 Eccentriiks

1:30 Living Pulse

2:00 Kitchen Chemistry/Fat 

Fee Food For Thought

2:30 New Detectives: Fatal 

Error 

3:30 Globetrekker Hawaii & 

East Caribbean

4:30 Mega Movie Magic : 

Starship  Troopers 

5:00 Buck Staghorn's 

Animal Bites 

Everglades Bites

5:30 Wild on the Set Horror 

Herd 

6:00 Monkey Business

6:30 Martial Arts The Path 

of the Dragon

7:30 Wild Discovery: 

Sabrethooth

8:30 Science Frontiers : 

Hostile Deep 

9:30 Science Mysteries : 

Archaeological 

Mysteries

10:30 Junkyard Wars: 

Climbing Car

11:30 Mystery Night Haunted 

Hotels

STAR SPORTS
9:30 SBK Superbike SBK 

Superbike

10:00 Watersports Program-

ming Eur

11:00 Watersports World

12:00 World Wide Rugby 

Super 12's RU

2:00 Golf Programming The 

Golf Clu

4:30 Wrestling Apple Crush

6:00 Spanish Football 

League 2002/03

8:00 Sportsline Tonight 

8:30 Cricket Talk Show Best 

of Hars

10:00 Dream Team

10:30 Sportsline Tonight

ESPN 
6:00 School Quiz Show 

ESPN School 

6:30 Sportscenter Hindi

7:00 NBA Conference 

Finals 2003 NBA 

11:30  School Quiz Show 

ESPN School 

3:00 NBA Conference 

Finals 2003 NBA

5:30 School Quiz Show 

ESPN School 

6:30 Football Focus 

Football Focus

8:30 Sportscenter Hindi

9:00 NBA Conference 

Finals 2003 

11:30 Sportscenter Hindi       

12:00 School Quiz Show 

ESPN School 

TEN SPORTS
6:30 Fitness Beach

7:00 Raw

9:00 Gillette World Sport

10:00 Legends : McEnroe 

1:00 Telefonica World 

Series' 

3:00 Legends : McEnroe

4:00 Fitness Beach

4:30 Gillette World Sport

5:00 Western Union 

Football Show

5:30 Smackdown

7:30 Bajaj Caliber 115 

Sports Update

7:35 Western Union 

Football Show

8:00 FA Cup 2003 : Final 

9: 30 Bajaj Caliber 115 

Sports Update

9:35 Smackdown

10:55 Bajaj Caliber 115 

Sports Update

11:00 Smackdown 

11:30 Bajaj Caliber 115 

Sports Update 

11:35 Smackdown

Woman on Top
On Star Movies at 7.00 p.m. 
Isabella is a great cook, making her husband's restau-
rant in Bahia, Brazil, a success. To control her motion 
sickness, she must do the driving and be on top during 
sex, which drives her macho husband, Toninho, to 
infidelities. Heart-broken, she leaves for San Francisco, 
moving in with her childhood friend, 
Monica, a cross-dresser. 

HBO: 10.00 p.m. 48 Hrs. Oddball cop 
and tough guy, Jack Cates is the only 
survivor of a cop shooting and in 
hunting down the murderer collects 
Reggie Hammond from jail for 48 
hours. Hammond is oddly motivated to 
help. The killer is searching for his 
stash of cash. Cates and Hammond 
who have the Black-white, cop-crook 
thing to work out make surprisingly 
good partners as they navigate 
through the city looking for their 
suspect.

STAR MOVIES: 10.30 p.m. Lock Up. 
Frank Leone is nearing the end of his 
prison term for a relatively minor 
crime. Just before he is paroled, 
however, Warden Drumgoole takes 
takes charge. Drumgoole was 
assigned to a hellhole prison after his 
administration was publicly humiliated 
by Leone, and has now arrived on the 
scene to ensure that Leone never 
sees the light of day.

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAY

is to promote Bangladesh art. An 
advisory  committee  was formed 
where the committee members 
included senior artists like Md. 
Kibria. Qayyum Chowdhury, 
along with other artists like 
Rokeya Sultana, Kanak Champa 
Chakma and Iftikhar Ahmed. 
Included in this was also 
Mahmudul Haque who was once 
the Director of the Institute of 
Fine arts and Rafiqun Nabi who 
was the president of the Artists' 
Association. There were others 
like  Saju as a gallery contributor. 
Private collectors like Farooq 
Sobhan, and Abul Khair, who has  
one of the largest art collection.

The terms of reference for 
being included in the book were 
very simple: First a list of 40 
artists was made and this 
expanded to 68. This begins with 

the masters like Zainul Abedin, 
SM Sultan, Anwarul Haque, 
Safiuddin Ahmed, Md Kibria, 
Qayyum Chowdhury  to Kalidas 
Karmakar,  Monirul  Is lam, 
Rafiqun Nabi, Shahabuddin, 
Torun Ghosh, Niten Kundu, Alvi 
etc. It moves on to show women 
artists like Dipa Huq and Rokeya 
Sultana and artists of remarkable 
talent and achievement like 
Chandra Shekhar Dey. The 
young artists like Rafi Haque and 
Md. Iqbal are also there. The 
artist community did not want 
any amateur artist included in 
the book as this was the first 
publication of such a book. There 
are about 300 coloured works 
included in the book.

DS: What are the aspects of 
the artist that the book deals 
with?

Film

Dance

SABBIR CHOWDHURY

Z AHIR Raihan Film Society, 
the country's leading film 
society, celebrates its 18th 

founding anniversary with 15 films 
from 13 countries. It is the follow 
up session of 'The Best Films of 
2002: The First Series' which was 
organized in March. The Film 
Society was founded by a group of 
young film enthusiasts on 16th 
May, 1986. Since then it has been 
organising film sessions focusing 
on filmmakers, film crews, actors, 
national cinemas etc. It has popu-
larised the term 'retrospective' 
which literally means 'to look back' 
but in the world of art and culture it 
means focusing on the life's work 
by one single artist. Screening of 
film classics both old and contem-
porary is a part of its programmes. 
Apart from organising film ses-
sions and film festivals, it also 
arranges study circles, discussion 
sessions, seminars and workshops. 
From time to time it brings out 
folders, brochures, and other 
publications to make people aware 
of and create an atmosphere of 
good films conceived artistically.

The Film Society Movement 
started in Europe in the 1920s. The 
idea was to show films and discuss 
the aesthetic and artistic merits of 
the films.  The first film society in 
South Asia 'Calcutta Film Society' 
was founded in 1947 by Satyajit Ray 
and his friends Chidananda 
D a s g u p t a ,  H a r i s h a d h a n  
B a n d y o p a d h y a y ,  B a n s h i  
Chandragupta and others. This 
film society played a pioneering 
role for schooling of internation-
ally renowned filmmakers like 
Ritwik Ghatak, Satyajit Ray, Mrinal 
Sen in the 1950s. The film society 
movement in India later on pro-
duced filmmakers like  Buddhadeb 
Dasgupta, Goutam Ghose, Aparna 
Sen, Utpalendu Chakravarty. The 
film society movement in other 
parts of India also had a productive 
impact.  Filmmakers l ike G.  
Aravindan, John Abraham, Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan, Shyam Benegal, 
G i r i s h  K a s a r a v a l l i ,  G o v i n d  
Nihalani, Kumar Shahani, Mani 
Kaul, and the like are the products 

of this movement. This movement 
also produced famous filmmakers 
in other parts of the world. 

The first thing that a film society 
does is organise film sessions 
regularly. To show films of artistic 
and aesthetic merit and then 
arrange study circles or panels of 
discussion to complement the 
screening is the main objective of a 
film society. The discussions con-
centrate on the technical and 
thematic aspects of a film. It is 
often expected of a film society that 
it would create an environment of 

good cinema by making the cine-
going people aware of the impor-
tance of a national cinema reflect-
ing the reality: social, cultural, 
historical and political. The role 
that a film society plays is thus of 
immense importance. It stands 
against the strong tide of bad films  
which deviate from and distort the 
reality by not presenting a real 
picture of the society.

Zahir Raihan Film Society by 
belonging to and believing in this 
tradition has been working cease-

lessly. For the years since its birth 
on 16 May 1986, it has presented its 
members,  well-wishers  and 
patrons with films that made the 
history of the cinema, which is 108 
years old. It screens films, which 
constitute the history of the cin-
ema, which has become part of the 
film history. During these years the 
Film Society has organised screen-
ings of more than two thousand 
films.

The three month long series of 
programmes to mark this eigh-
teenth anniversary started back in 
March when a session of 20 best 
films of 2002 from 14 countries 
were screened. This first series 
includes Human Nature from 
France, And Your Mother Too from 
Mexico, Hero from China, Sweet 
Sixteen from Britain, Mr. and Mrs. 
Iyer from India, among others. 

The Second Series started on 
Sunday and will run till Thursday at 
the Goethe Institut. Three films are 
being screened each day: at 3PM, 
5PM and 7PM. The following films 
have been shown so far: Pinocchio 
by Roberto Benigni (Italy), Spider 
by David Cronenberg (Canada), 
D a s  E x p e r i m e n t  b y  O l i v e r  
Hirschbiegel (Germany), The Eye 
by Brothers Pang (Thailand), Rain 
by Christine Jeffs (New Zealand), 
The Quiet American by Philip 
Noyce (Australia), Dark Water by 
Hideo Nakata (Japan), The Warrior 
by Asif Kapadia (India) and Son of 
the Bride by Juan Jose Campanella 
(Argentina). The following films 
will be screened today (Wednes-
day): All or Nothing by Mike Leigh 
(UK), Amelie BY Jean-Pierre Jeunet 
(France) and Bread and Tulips by 
Silvio Soldini (Italy).  The Mystic 
Masseur by Ismail Merchant (In-
dia), The Crime of Padre Amaro by 
Carlos Carrera (Mexico) and Kill-
ing Me Softly by Chen Kaige (China) 
will be screened tomorrow (Thurs-
day). Killing Me Softly is the first 
English language film by Chinese 
filmmaker Chen Kaige.

A film society activist, Sabbir Chowdhury teaches 
in the Department of English, Jahangirnagar 
University.

The best films of 2002 
the second series
Zahir Raihan Film Society screens 15 films from 13 different
countries to mark its eighteenth anniversary
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