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Magura cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Independent Cricket Club
defeated Zia Smriti Sangsad by 69
runs in the Econo Cricket League at
the Magura Stadium yesterday .

Independent won the toss and
collected 199 runsin 38.5 overs.

In reply, Zia Smriti were all out
for130in 26 overs.

SCORESIN BRIEF
INDEPENDENT CRICKET CLUB:
199 all out in 38.5 overs (Johny 44,
Shaon 24, Mishu 23; Ripon 3/35,
Pavel2/33).

ZIA SMRITI SANGSAD: 130 all out
in 26 overs (Babu 25, Bappi 25,
Pavel 17; Shaon 3/16, Pavel 2/15,
Sajal2/19).

Result: Independent Cricket Club
wonby 69 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Shaon.
Today's match: Abul Hossain Khan
Smriti Sangsad vs Islampurpara
Sporting Club.

Target 20

Martina's
170th

REUTERS, Rome

Thirty years after first appearing as
a finalist at the Rome tournament,
Martina Navratilova has claimed
her third title on the city's clay
courts, winning the doubles.

Navratilova and Russian
Svetlana Kuznetsova beat
YugoslavJelena Dokicand Russia's
Nadia Petrova 6-4, 5-7, 6-2 in the
final.

Navratilova's opponents had a
combined age of 40 -- seven years
younger than the resilient
American.

Navratilova's 170th career
doubles title brought her tally for
the season to five, following her
mixed-event victory at the
Australian Open and wins in
women's tournaments in Dubai,
Sarasota and the Gold Coast.

Her first Rome final in 1973
ended in defeat when, with partner
Renata Tomanova, she lost to the

Put back the clock?

K%

Cricket

AFP, New Delhi

India's spin bowling, once the envy
of world cricket, has declined to
such a point that past masters of
the art are being recruited to keep
the "decayingart" alive.

Indian cricket supremo
Jagmohan Dalmiya has sum-
moned 11 past masters of spin fora
brain-storming session in Calcutta
on May 30 to stop therot.

The group includes the famed
quartet of Bishan Bedi, Erapalli
Prasanna, Bhagwat
Chandrasekhar and Srinivas
Venkataraghvan, who mesmerised
batsmen with their spin tricks in
the 1960s and 1970s.

"We were once the masters of
spin, so I want to know why it has
become a decaying art in the coun-
try," Dalmiya said.

"We want to keep those tradi-

spinners, his 144 Test wickets
including a magnificent haul of 32
in three matches against world
champions Australia at home two
seasons ago.

But the wealth of talent that
once made India a spin force is
drying up fast with few youngsters
on the horizon who could be con-
sidered future Test prospects.

-

tion thatled to the establishment of
a fast bowling academy in the
southern city of Madras under the
guidance of Australian great
Dennis Lillee.

Now a similar learning school
for spinners is on the cards which
Dalmiya hopes to start soon by
roping in some of the spin greats of
the past.

SRINIVAS VENKATARAGHVAN

FROM PAGE 13 i tions alive. We need to find good BISHAN BEDI
The World Cup champigns siirlgrigigav(\)/fad(zlga Morozova and spinbowlers."
crushed the West Indies by eight Two years later, however, she There was a time when Indian Bedi, Prasanna and Till Harbhajan came along in

wickets to stretch their unbeaten
one-day international run to 19
matches at Sabina Park here on
Sunday.

Australia skittled the West
Indians out for 163 off 49 overs and
cantered to victory off 35.1 overs,
scoring 166 for two.

Thevictoryopened up a2-0lead
for Ponting's team in the seven-
game series.

No team in international one-
day cricket has come close to their
winning sequence, with the odds
that it will reach 20 victories in the
third game of the series in St Lucia
onWednesday.

"The thing with our side is it's
got just so many class players right
down the list, probably more so on
the bowlingside," Ponting said.

"It just comes down to having a
lot of good players in the side at the
moment and a lot of hungry play-
ers.

"We've gotgood, hungry players
that want to keep improving every
time they walk out on the field,
whether that be at training or in a
game, and that's what keeps moti-
vatingus and driving us.

"There's a lot of hard work that
goes into winning that many games
of cricket in a row. One day it's
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Belgium's Kim Clijsters kisses the winner's trophy after beating France's Amelie Mauresmo at the Rome Masters

Series final on Sunday.

Kim clinches Rome title

[O Tennis

AFP, Rome

Belgian second seed Kim Clijsters
won the Rome Masters title after
fighting back from a set down to
defeat French fourth seed Amelie
Mauresmo here at the Foro Italico.

Mauresmo, who knocked out
defending champion and world
number one Serena Williams in the
semifinals on Saturday, lost her
third final here in four years 3-6, 7-
6,6-0in 1hr 59 mins.

Clijsters, who lost her first set of
the tournament before battling
back for a 12th WTA Tour singles
title, said she felt she would wear
down Mauresmo in the decider.

"In the beginning I started
poorly and my movement just

winin the Italian capital.

"It's great to represent my
country and good to see so many
Belgian flags outthere," sheadded.

Mauresmo, who was two points
from victory when serving at 6-5 in
the second set, admitted she felt
tired after her duel with Williams 24
hours earlier.

"Twas pushing and pushing and
in the end I didn't have any ener.
left," said the 23-year-old
Frenchwoman, a runner-up in
2000 and 2001.

"It's very disappointing as I felt I
could win this match."

Games went with serve in the
opening set until Mauresmo,
whose left leg was heavily strapped
as a precaution against stiffness,
struck the first blow in the sixth
game.

Struggling to find the kind of
form that took her to the final,

backhand, Clijsters was broken in
the first game of the second set as
Mauresmo kept up her early
momentum to take a2-0lead.

Clijsters saved break point in
the third game before an erratic
service game from the
Frenchwoman handed the world
number two avital breakthrough.

A break of serve followed by an
immaculate service game saw
Clijsters drawlevel at 3-3.

However the Belgian slipped up
againin the 11th game as a sublime
angled passing shot from
Mauresmo set up the break which
she duly took.

Serving for the match,
Mauresmo moved to within two
points from a 10th Tour title, but
she wilted in the blazing sun and
Clijsters battled back to snatch
another break and force the tie-
break.

won alongside Chris Evert and she
repeated the feat in 1987 with
Gabriela Sabatini. She also fin-
ished runner-up in the singles four
times between 1974 and 1994.

Coria master
of Hamburg

AFP, Hamburg

Argentine Guillermo Coria beat
compatriot Agustin Calleri 6-3, 6-4,
6-4 to win the 2.45 million euro
Hamburg Masters here Sunday.

The number 12 seed, in his third
year on the circuit, wrapped up his
first Masters title in no nonsense
fashion to gain compensation for
his recent Monte Carlo final drub-
bing by Spain's Juan Carlos
Ferrero.

Coria comes from Venado
Tuerto, a city he modestly
describes as "the most beautiful in
theworld".

It is also the birthplace of
Guillermo Vilas, a sporting hero of
Corias' father who 21 years ago
named his son in honour of the
former Argentinian star.

Coria was adding this to his
debut ATP success at Vina del Mar

captains used opening bowlers
with the sole purpose of removing
the shine off the ball so that Bedi
and company could come on to
bowl as early as possible.

India's attack now is built
around seamers like Javagal
Srinath and Zaheer Khan, with just
two quality spin bowlers in Anil
Kumble and Harbhajan Singh to
keep the old tradition alive.

Kumble, 32, only the second
bowler in history to take all 10
wickets in a Test innings, is nearing
the end of a decade-old career in
which he has scalped 349 Test
wickets.

Harbhajan, 22, is regarded as
one of the game's foremost off-

Chandrasekhar, who claimed 701
Test wickets between them, quit
the scene together in 1979, while
Venkataraghvan played for five
more years to finish with 156 wick-
ets.

Their retirement coincided with
the rise of a brilliant new ball
bowler in Kapil Dev, who domi-
nated Indian cricket for 16 years
before ending with a world record
tally of 434 wickets.

Kapil was later surpassed by
West Indian fast bowler Courtney
Walsh, the current record holder
with 519 wickets, and two spinners,
Shane Warne of Australia and
Muttiah Muralitharan of Sri Lanka.

Kapil ushered in a pace revolu-

1998, many young spinners were
tried in a bid to find the right part-
ner for Kumble.

Sunil Joshi, Murali Kartik,
Sarandeep Singh, Rahul Sanghvi
and Sairaj Bahutule managed just
64 Test wickets between them and
were discarded by the selectors.

Kumble is the only current
spinner called for the meeting with
Dalmiya. The others are Bedi,
Prasanna, Chandrasekhar,
Venkataraghvan, Bapu Nadkarni,
V.V. Kumar, Rajinder Goel,
Padmakar Shivalkar, Shivlal Yadav
and Laxman Sivaramakrishnan.

Zim draw Sussex tie

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Hove

Zimbabwe captain Heath Streak
ave the tourists a boost ahead of
hursday's first Test against

England at Lord's by la?ring a full-

part in the Africans final warm-up

game.

former Zimbabwe batsman
Murray Goodwin had turned the
ball onto the on-side and set off for
asingle.

And Streak also led from the
front by taking the first Sussex
wicket ‘to fall, opener Richard
Montgomerie (24) edging to Sean
Ervine to leave the hosts 55 for one.

Goodwin, who retired from Test
cricket following Zimbabwe's last
tour of England in 2000 saying he

Taibu off paceman Ervine.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the final day of the
four-day tour match between
Sussexand Zimbabwe on Sunday:

ZIMBABWE: First innings (over-
night374-7)

Ebrahim cHodd b Taylor
Vermeulen cHodd b Innes

14
198
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