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RECOMMENDATIONS

Meeting

May 18

Muldhara, an organisation of poets,
journalists and cultural activists, will
hold a bilateral meeting entitled Dui
Banglar Kobita O Gaan (Poems
and Songs of the Two Bengal) on
the 10th floor of Gazi Bhaban at 41
Naya Paltan. The meet will present
one of the poets of the '70s in
Bangladesh Syed Al Faruk and one
of eminent feminist poets from
West Bengal, India, Mallika
Sengupta. Also artists Nahid Nazia
of Bangladesh and Neepabithee, a
newly discovered singer of India will
be present to promote songs of
their own countries.

Book launching

May 19

Society for Promotion of Bangla-
desh Art (SPBA) arranges the
launching ceremony of the book
Bangladesh Art-a Collection of
Contemporary Paintings on May 19
at the Grand Ball Room of the Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel. The
programme starts at 3.45p.m.
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Upholding
tradition of
the sea

ZAHEDUL ALAM

o other group ever
produced any
drama about sam-

pan and the life of sampan-
man--something that
makes Chittagong different
from other part of the coun-
try. Although same com-
mercial dramas and films
were made but those donot
reflect sampan and the life
style of sampan men ade-
quately.

The struggle of life, hopes
and sorrows of the people of
coastal area in southern
Chittagong are very well
dramatised in Sampannaia
staged recently by one of
Chittagong's  promising
theatre groups
Uttaradhikar. The dramatic
conflict, the velocity of the
story, harmonic music,
exceptional lighting, colour-
ful costume and acting skills
makes Sampannaia memo-
rable to the audience.

Zahedul Alam is a Dramatist of
Chittagong.

g

Shawkat Osman tributed

The 5th death anniversary of the

HARUN UR RASHID

N his last birthday
celebration when he was
alive, he wrote to the

younger generation, 'It's
impossible to return from where
I'll go this time, but remember that
my love (like the crab that can
move forwards and backwards) is
always there for you.' It has been
five years now that he has gone to
thatland of 'no-return'. The person
was one of Bangladesh's most
important litterateurs Shawkat
Osman.

Shawkat Osman Parishad
observed the fifth death anniver-
sary of the eminent novelist on May
14 at the Liberation War Museum
auditorium. A number of literary
and cultural personalities, and
some family members of Shawkat
Osman paid their tribute to the
great man and reminisced their
acquaintance with him.

Shawkat Osman lived a very
hard life always struggling against
poverty but never surrendering to
its pressure. But his literary taste
and sensitive mind made him
always feel for the poor. Some
brilliant pieces of novels ever
written in Bangla came out
through his pen.

It is interesting to note that
'Shawkat Osman' was not his real
name--he was named Sheikh
Azizur Rahman. In fact, some
earlier writings came under this
paternal name. But at a time he felt
he needed a different name, for
there had already been a poet of
that name. Regarding his penname
he once told that there might have
been an indirect connection to one
of his elder sisters named Sufia
Khatun. This sister of his was in
favour of naming him Shawkat Ali.
Later, while taking the penname,
hejustadded the Osman-part.

Among his most important
works are novels Boni Adom,
Janoni, Kritodash-er Hashi,
Jahannam Hoitey Biday, Jalangi,
Rajshakkhi, Pitripurusher Paap,
and Rajpurush. He also wrote a few
books of poems like Nijoshwo
Shangbad-data Prerito, Sheikher
Shambora, and collections of
short-stories like Pinjrapole,
Shabek Kahini, Janmo Jodi Tobo
Bangey, Puraton Khanjar. He was
also a famous writer among chil-

Shaheber Bungalow,
Mosquitophone, Khudey Socialist
etc.

The speakers at the event, how-
ever, expressed their regret that his
last writings entitled Rahanama
has not yet been published even
after five years of his death. The
piece was first published in install-
ments in the Daily Janakantha. Itis
kind of his autobiography.

Poet Nasir Ahmed described
Shawkat Osman as an emblem of

Shawkat Osman Parishad places wreath on the grave of eminent litterateur

rateur observed

independent man who also knew
to respect others' liberty. Nasir
recollected the event of his adapt-
ing Osman's novel Dui Shainikinto
a TV drama-serial for BTV. He said
that Osman gave him every liberty
to make changes necessary for the
adaptation. Nasir informed that
Shawkat Osman watched all the
episodes of the serial.

Shawkat Osman was a man of
secularity fighting all through his
life against any sort of
communalism. Once on a book he
presented to poet Nasir Ahmed
wrote, 'It is sad that one has to be a
Muslim or Hindu before one is a
human being.' He had to spend a
very bitter time during his last days
when he was threatened by the
religious zealots for his secular
ideas and beliefs.

Freedom fighter Abir Ahad had
the most surprising gift for the
nation as he gave three unpub-
lished rhymes by Shawkat Osman
in his own handwriting. Certainly
these three manuscripts would be
ofinterest for people.

Earlier Shawkat Osman
Parishad placed floral wreath on
Osman's grave at the Martyred
Intellectuals' Graveyard at Mirpur.
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Shawkat Osman at the Martyred Intellectuals’ Graveyard at Mirpur on
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Cannes film festival with ballet,

French swashbuckler and Monic

AFP, France

HE 12-day feast of celluloid

and hype that is the Cannes

film festival opened on the
French Riviera Wednesday with an
off-beatballet performance, a glam-

orous Monica Bellucci and a light-
weight French swashbuckler.

The event, which will climax
May 25 with the award of the pres-
tigious Palme d'Or for best film,
boasts a crammed programme of
screenings of new films from
around the world, ranging from
Hollywood blockbusters to inti-
mate productions from relative
unknowns.

The 20 films selected to vie for
the Palme this year will form the
core of the festival, but a staggering
700 other titles will also be shown
in special screenings, parallel offi-
cial sections and the bustling mar-
ket, where deals are made and films
areboughtand sold.

Highlights in the programme
include "The Matrix Reloaded,"
which will be shown out of compe-
tition Thursday and "Mystic River,"
a thriller directed by Clint East-
wood which is one of the Palme
nominees.

Many of the estimated 30,000
industry types and journalists
attending the festival will also be
seen at the dozens of exclusive par-
ties for which the eventis famous.

Most of the parties are lavish

soirees designed to promote films,
such as abigbash Saturday for "Ter-
minator 3" in the presence of
Arnold Schwarzenegger, though
some -- held in villas overlooking
Cannes -- are simply excuses for
excess.

The first of the daily ceremo-
nies that allow international celeb-
rities to sweep past some of the
3,000 accredited media members
saw Meg Ryan, who is on this year's
jury, Penelope Cruz (without com-
panion Tom Cruise, who is work-
ing), Andie MacDowell, Prince
Albert of Monaco and Gina
Lollobrigida walk the red carpet
into the main festival building.

Italian beauty Bellucci walked
on stage to greet them, dressed ina
long pearl-grey Dior number that
made her stand out in the dark-
ened theatre.

After anervous speech and the
presentation of each member of
the jury, she introduced a bizarre
number involving ballet dancers
from the French city of Marseille
smearing themselves with paint to
a soundtrack that brought out
snatches of dialogue against the
noise of awhirring film projector.

Bellucci then called on Cruz
and Vincent Perez, the two stars of
the opening night's film, "Fanfanla
Tulipe," to officially bring the cur-
tainup on the festival.

"I declare the 56th Cannes film
festival open," the two said simul-
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US actor Keanu Reeves (R), Canadian-born actress Carrie-Anne Moss and
US actor Lawrence Fishburne (L) pose for photographers on a terrace of the
Palais des festivals during the photocall for "Matrix Reloaded" directed by

Indian actress and jury member Aishwarya Rai poses for photographers as
she arrives at the palais des festivals to attend the screening of "Les Egares™
by French director Andre Techine during the 56th Cannes film festival on

May 16.

taneously.

Their film, a French swash-
buckler setin the time of King Louis
XV that was screened out of com-
petition, got a lukewarm reaction
during its press screening earlier in
the day, with one critic describing it
as "fluff.”

It was likely to be quickly for-
gotten Thursday, however, when
the competition for the Palme d'Or
starts in earnest -- and when the
long-awaited "Matrix" sequel
screens ahead of a slick launch
party in a mocked-up future com-
plex.

Security at the festival, usually
tight anyway, was stepped up this
year, with the 2,000 police and pri-

because of the suicide bomb
attacks against Westerners in Saudi
Arabiaon Monday.

Barricades twinkled in the sun,
newly-installed video-cameras
swept the scene and officers
enforced parking bans and strin-
gentbag- and body-screening.

Security was "at the maxi-
mum" level, city police chief Andre
Trouve said.

Adding another unwelcome
reminder of reality, French health
authorities handed accredited fes-
tival-goers a leaflet describing
what to do in case of suspected
symptoms of Severe Acute Respira-

dren with his great creation Oten  Osman's 5th death anniversary. the Wachowski brothers during the 56th Cannes film festival on May 15. vate guards especially vigilant torySyndrome (SARS).
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