DHAKA WEDNESDAY MAY 14, 2003

RECOMMENDATIONS

Anniversary

May 14

Shawkat Osman Parishad will
observe the 5th death anniversary
of the litterateur Shawkat Osman
on May 14. The programme
includes placing of flower wreath at
his grave at the Mirpur Martyred
Intellectuals' Graveyard at 10 am. A
meeting in memoriam will be held
at the Liberation War Museum at 4
pm.

May 14

Jago Art Centre and Obhinoy Shilpi
Shangha will jointly observe the first
death anniversary of Rowshan
Jamil, one of the women pioneers in
dnace and acting in the country. A

memorial meet will be held on this
occasion at the Training Centre of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.
Amjad Hossain, Mamunur Rashid,
Towkir Ahmed, Syed Shamsul
Haque and many others will attend

the programme to pay their tribute
to the deceased artiste. The

function starts at 3 pm.
Exhibition
May 16-20

Women's Initiative for Peace in
South Asia holds a group painting
exhibition at the Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, Dhanmondi at 5 pm,
featuring art-works by 28 women
artists of the country. The exhibition
continues until May 20 everyday

from 12 pmto 8 pm.
May 22-June 5

The inauguration of a painting
exhibition by Kakoli and a sculpture
exhibition by Reaz will take place at
the Alliance Francaise de Dhaka on
May 22 at 6:00p.m. The exhibition

will continue till June 5.

Theatre
May 15
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Great Master Ravi Sankar

CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY'S ISSUE

was quite lucky to have already
spent a year with Baba (Ustad

Allauddin Khan) when he was
traveling with Uday's troupe. In
that time I had gotten to know him
quite well - all his little weaknesses
and the peculiarities of his nature.
Some of these poor boys who came
to Maihar had no idea how to
interpret Baba's moods. Normally,
he was the humblest, gentlest
person imaginable, filled with
vinaya, like a devout follower of
Vishnu. But often, when he started
teaching, he turned into a violent,
irascible follower of Shiva and
would not- tolerate one little slip
from the student. He even used to
scold the maharaja who employed
him! I really have the record,
though. Baba never once struck me
or evenraised his voice to me. Well,
justone time.

Once, when I had first come to
him and he was teaching me an
exercise, I was not able to play it
correctly. "Ha!" he exclaimed, "You
have no strength in those wrists.
Da, da, da," he cried, as he smacked
my hands. Well, I had been trying
my best, and I felt terrible that he
should be angry with me. From my
childhood, no one had ever spoken
angrily to me, although I was quite
spoiled and sometimes behaved
badly. So when Baba raised his
voice to me, I began to get angry
myself, rather than frightened.
"Go," he taunted me, "go, go and
buy some bangles to wear on your
wrists. You are like a weak little girl!
You have no strength. You can't
even do this exercise" That was

the chair. But if he was in a bad
temper and said, "Oh, sit down in

that chair there,"

the poor

unknowing student would sit
down and Baba would jump up
and hit him with the top of his
hookah and shout, "See! He sits on
achairrightin front of me. Hah! He
think he is my equal!" It was really
very difficult to know just what
Babawanted people to do.

It did take a few months, but I
got used to the quiet, disciplined

The only entertainment I had
was going for walks along the river
or on the lovely hillside, for there
were no cinemas or "city" diver-
sions. Often Ali Akbar accompa-
nied me, and we would spend
hours walking and discussing all
our ideas. I used to tell him of my
adventures in Europe, and he
spoke to me of the problems he
had. We would return to the house
by dark and all have dinner about
seven-thirty, then spend a few

@he Baily Star

Riviera readies for
Cannes film festival
despite French strike

AFP, France

RGANISERS of the Cannes
film festival pushed on
with their frantic prepara-
tions Tuesday, on the eve
of the 12-day event, despite a strike
in France likely to delay the arrival
of hundreds of movie industry

types.

Pandit Ravi Sankar

will leave on the evening train." Ali
Akbar persuaded me to go back to

The theatre group of Asim Das will

the house with him, and I tempo-

present Moliere's George Dandin
ou le Mari Confondu on May 15 at
6:30p.m. at Alliance Francaise de

Dhaka.

Book launching

May 19

Society for Promotion of Bangla-
desh Art (SPBA) arranges the
launching ceremony of the book
Bangladesh Art-a Collection of
Contemporary Paintings on May 19
at the Grand Ball Room of the Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel. The
programme starts at 3.45p.m.

Music
May 22

French musical evening at the Café
La Veranda at the Alliance

enough for me. I got up and went to
the house next door where I had
been staying, packed my bedding
and belongings, marched off to the
railroad station, and bought a
ticket home. I had just missed a
train and had to wait a while for the
next one. In the meantime, Ali
Akbar came runningup and, seeing
my bags, asked what happened. "I
won'tstay," I'told him. "He scolded
me today." Ali Akbar looked at me
incredulously and asked if I were
mad. "You are the only person he
has never laid a hand on. We're all
amazed by it. Why, do you know
what he has done to me? He's tied
me to a tree every day for a week
and beaten me and even refused
me food. And you run away
because he gives you a little scold-

rarily set my bag down again in my
room. By then, he had told his
mother what happened, and she
told Baba. Ali Akbar came to tell me
they wanted me to have lunch with
them, and when I went into the
house, Ma (Ali Akbar's mother)
said to me, "Come. You are leaving
soon, but just go and sit with your
Baba for a few minutes." I went
over to him and did a pranam, and 1
saw that he was cutting out a pho-
tograph of me and putting it into a
frame. Neither of us said a word,
butIsawthathe was moved. After a
little while, I finally said, "I am
going today." Slowly, he looked
over at me, and asked, "Is that all? I
mean, I just told you to wear bangle
bracelets and it has hurt you so

had never seen him like this. He
stood up and came over to me, and
said, "You remember at the pier in
Bombay how your mother put your
hand in mine and asked me to look
after you as my own son? Since
then, I have accepted you as my
son, and this is how you want to
break it?" Naturally, I didn't leave
Baba after this scene. And ever
since, whenever he felt angry
because of some- thing I had done,
he would go and beat someone
else. In a way, Baba was extremely
autocratic in his method of teach-
ing. Often, he would be seated on a
mat with some pillows on his hard
sofa-bed, smoking a hookah, a big
Indian pipe that goes hubble-
bubble, when a student came in.
He would say, "Sit down. Sit down
onachair." Now, one had to under-
stand what he meant by that. If he

life with Baba. Usually I would
wake up about four o'clock in the
morning and have a quick wash,
not the regular bath, and drink a
cup of tea. I took my sitar and
practiced the basic scales until six
o'clock or so. Then I had my bath,
did the morning worship that I
practiced since my sacred thread
ceremony, and ate two boiled eggs
and a piece of Indian bread. After
the little meal, I practiced the
exercises or whatever I had learned
the previous day, so I could play it
well when I went to Baba later on.
Everything had to be memorized,
of course, because, except for some
small reminders about the music,
we don't write anything down -
neither the notes nor any of the
formal instruction. It must all be
absorbed right away by the hands
and the mind. A little after seven, I
took my sitar, trembling and
apprehensive, and crossed the
little garden to Baba's house,
where we would work for two or
three hours. Sometimes he gave
me a very difficult thing to learn,
and the lesson would take only half
an hour; then, I would go and
practice for another hour or two,
trying to play it properly. Baba
realized immediately that, men-
tally, I was quite advanced in the
music. But my hands were far
behind, because I had spent so
little time learning and practicing
the basics. I used to hate the scales
and exercises; it was a spiritual
torture to me, because my hands
could never catch up to the idea of
the music inside my head. I went
through months of depression
when I felt I was getting nowhere,
but when my technique improved,
I learned extremely quickly. Baba
would be inspired, and a half-hour
lesson often lasted three or four
hours. In the beginning, although I
had great respect for Baba, [ didn't

more hours practicing.

Most often, Baba taught me
alone; but later Ali Akbar, and
sometimes his sister Annapurna,
would join me for the sessions. Ali

Flights and trains to the Riviera
were virtually non-existent as
French trade unions imposed the
stoppage to protest government
plans to reform the country's
generous pension system.

Akbar and I became very close,
even though I was two years older
than he. When I came to Maihar
and saw him after nearly three
years (he had been in Bombay with
us before we left for Europe in
1935), I was greatly surprised and
pleased at the progress he had
made in his music, for it had never
before seemed to me that he had
much enthusiasm for playing the
sarod, and I knew the almost
incredible degree to which Baba
carried his strictness with him. Ali
Akbar told me he had been com-
pelled to practice for fourteen to
sixteen hours every day, and there
were times when Baba tied him to a
tree for hours and refused to let
him eat if his progress was not
satisfactory. Ali Akbar was born
with music in his veins, but it was
this constant rigorous discipline
and riaz (Urdu for "practice") that
Baba set for him that has made Ali
Akbar one of the greatest instru-

For the thousands of cinema
representatives and journalists
from around the world, not to
mention film fans headed to the
festival, the industrial action was a
major transportheadache.

Many opted to arrive early to
spend their time on the sunny
beaches or chic cafes along the
coast.

Others, unaware of the strike,
found themselves stranded in Paris
or elsewhere, forced to catch later

being turned into billboards for
movies that will be hitting theatres
in the days and months to come.

Hollywood, as usual, was
spendinibig to attract attention to
its blockbusters, notably "The
Matrix Reloaded", "Terminator 3",
the second Lara Croft title "Tomb
Raider 2: The Cradle of Life", and
Harrison Ford's latest picture,
"Hollywood Homicide".

Come Wednesday, when the
film festival starts, this town will be
gettin§ into full swing, with the late
arrivals helping to swell the normal
population three-fold, to around
210,000 people.

What will ensue will be a dizzy-
ing swirl of exclusive screenings,
elegant parties, celebrity appear-
ances and publicity stunts.

At the end, on May 25, the clos-
ing ceremony will take place with
one of the 20 movies in competi-
tion this year being awarded the
prestigious Palme d'Or prize.

Last year's winner, "The Pia-
nist", for instance, picked up three

mentalists alive.

After T had made some progress
with my music there was a period

of several years when the three of
us - Ali Akbar, Annapurna, and I -
all sat with Baba and learned from
him together. He would start to
teach us, singing such serious and
beautiful raga as Lalit, Multani,
Yaman Kalyan, Bihag, Mian ki
Malhar, Darbari Kanada, and
sometimes he would just go on
teaching for three or four hours
and lose all perception of the pas-
sage of time. Many times we cried
because of the intense beauty of
the music, and no one would think
ofdisturbing the spell.....

PHOTO: AFP

A technician installs lights in front of the Palais des festivals, two days
before the opening ceremony of the 56th Cannes film festival 12 May 2003 in
Cannes. Twenty films are in competition for the Golden Palm.

connections.

Carpenters and technicians in
the huge complex that acts as the
heart of the festival carried on
regardless, however, working to
turn part of Cannes' seashoreintoa
maze of promotional stalls and
tents for film companies and agen-
cies.

The facades of the luxurious

Oscars, including the best director
award for Roman Polanski.

The field this time around
counts anumber of Cannes favour-
ites, including productions by
British director Peter Greenaway,
Danish filmmaker Lars von Trier
and US actor-director Clint East-
wood as well as a slew of relative
unknowns from various countries
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