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DHAKA FRIDAY MAY 9, 2003

Lingering reshuffle 
of the cabinet
I was impressed with your news 
item on the Reshuffle of the Cabi-
net (May 4). What intrigues me this 
time is that whilst news items are 
published quite elaborately on the 
many misdeeds of the ministers 
who are imbibed with wrong 
doings of countless numbers I am 
yet to read the reaction or a kind of 
follow-up of these eye catching 
publications. 

thYour daily reported on 5  May 
2003 that highly placed sources 
said PM Khaleda Zia received 
resignation letters from four cabi-
net ministers, 11 state ministers 
and one deputy minister in August 
last year due to unsatisfactory 
performance and various other 
allegations against them. You also 
reported that recently some more 
cabinet and state ministers might 
also be asked to submit resignation 
letters because of their reported 
involvement in various scandals. 
You further wrote that BNP policy 
makers and influential cabinet 
ministers are of the opinion that 
most state and deputy ministers 
under them have become burden 
since they 'create trouble' instead 
of easing administrative hassles. 

The readers would like to see 
Editor Mahfuz Anam write some-
thing tangible to draw the attention 
of the PM who is sitting tight on the 
subject when it comes to any criti-
cism of her cabinet. If she is brave 
enough to ask for the resignation of 
some members of her cabinet for 
their involvement in various scan-
dals, she should be equally brave to 
take strong and exemplary action 
against these public figures who 
have tarnished the name of the PM 
and her cabinet. This will make the 
nation feel that the PM is sticking to 
her election promise that the 
severest of action will be taken 
against her people if they are found 
to be involved in scandals and 
wrong doing. 
Md. Mahmoodul Haque
Gulshan, Dhaka

Zero tolerance
Anglo-US invasion force refused to 
give the UN Inspectors extra time 
as they launched a pre-emptive 
strike on Iraq without a mandate 
from the UN. We were constantly 
informed that credible "intelli-
gence" existed of the alleged Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction (WMD). 
The burden of proof always is upon 
the Plaintiff, and never the defen-
dant. Now the Bathist regime has 
fallen, there should be zero time for 
the invaders to come forth with the 
proof. The world community 
should demonstrate zero tolerance 
for any delay, whilst demanding 
the production of tangible evi-
dences of WMD from the invaders. 
This is only fair since the invaders 
were not willing to give extra time 
to the UN inspectors, as well as 
their own claim of possessing 
credible intelligence, prior to the 
war. 

The US administration are 
reluctantly admitting that Iraq 
most likely have destroyed its 
alleged WMD prior to the war, 
which would only confirm their 
innocence, as far as the pretext of 
WMD is concerned. Yet the senile 
President continues to insist that 
US had the right of intervention in 
Iraq, most likely he is not aware of 
his own department's stance on 
the issue. In the absence of any 
evidence the invasions is nothing 
less than murder. Now is the real 
test for the credibility of UN, if it is 
to be accepted as a genuine inde-
pendent international organisa-
tion. 
Yamin Zakaria
UK, London 

State sovereignty 
The invasion of Iraq and ultimate 
dismemberment into three zones 
by the Americans is a pointer to the 
sub-continent that Greater India 
with three zones India, Pakistan 
and Bangladesh must not remain 
only a visual concept. Instead of 
indulging in internecine conflict 
among the three zones we must 
forge greater unity or else our 
freedom and sovereign existence is 
at peril.

The recent steps taken by Prime 
Minister Vajpayee should not 
remain a concept only. And Ban-
gladesh must be included in it as 
well. Without non inclusion of 
Bangladesh, it will become nothing 
but a fruitless endeavour as we are 
one geographic entity sharing the 
common culture. Our Foreign 
Minister welcomed the Indo-Pak 
rapprochement and we have to 
play a positive role in it. Bangla-
desh could indeed play an impor-
tant role to create a bridge between 
India and Pakistan as Bangladesh 
maintains cordial relationship 
with both the countries.
Al-Haj. S. M. Khalid Chowdhury
Sher-E Bangla Nagar, Dhaka

Be fair in criticism 
In their criticism of the U.S. mili-
tary intervention in Iraq, most 
analysts fail to realise that the 
United States is actually respond-
ing to the new threat posed by 
terrorists to its own security and 
not out of any desire to impose 
American hegemony. 

The US was attacked at a time of 
peace on September 11, 2001 by 
terrorists - sponsored by Al Qaeda 
and with support and sanctuary 
provided by the Taliban regime in 
Afghanistan. In their criticism 
about the failure to find any weap-
ons of mass destruction (WMD) in 
Iraq, these critics also tend to forget 
that a small group of terrorists 
carried out a destructive assault on 

America's heartland without any 
WMDs. They used something as 
small as box cutters to turn jetliners 
into veritable weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Terrorist groups have allowed 
the rogue states to privatise their 
foreign and defence policies. With 
rogue states providing financial 
and logistic support, the terrorist 
groups are more than willing to 
carry out attacks on their common 
enemy-- the United States. Prolif-
eration of WMD has added to this 
new threat.

Saddam's easy-to-hide bio-
chemical weapons pose a great 
threat, because they can be 
unleashed clandestinely and 
perpetrators are difficult to iden-
tify. A year after the anthrax 
attacks, the US doesn't know who 
was behind those attacks. Such an 
unconventional attack, one that 
will combine Saddam's well-
concealed biochemical weapons 
with the terrorists' skills, could be 
devastating. The US cannot afford 
to wait for another September 11 to 
find out Saddam's links with ter-
rorist organisations. 
Mahmood Elahi
2240 Iris Street, Ottawa, Canada

Indo-Pak accord 
and Bangladesh
It is heartening that leaders of India 
and Pakistan has realised that the 
sub-continent can ill afford to 
continue conflict of 50 years of 
distrust and enmity caused and left 
back unsolved by the British. The 
logical follow-up of the basis of 
partition of British India in 1947 
was complicated by Britain by 
leaving the option of what to do to 
about the princely estates when 
leaving the subcontinent in a 
hurry. The problem of Kashmir was 
born then. The border of divided 
Bengal was so haphazardly drawn 
that even today after 50 years the 
matter still bothers us. 

In the last page of The Daily Star 
of May 4 issue a news item appears 
that a regional meeting of the 
India-Bangladesh Joint River 
Commission will be held on 5th 
May '03 at the Zakiganj border in 
Sylhet to discuss formulation of an 
action plan and a model test to 
dredge the river Surma and other 
matters. I take this opportunity to 
highlight a problem which has 
been depriving the Bangladeshi 
citizens living on our side of the 
river Surma to be able to use the 
river water from the point of bifur-
cation point off Borak river down to 
the point at which the river entered 
Bangladesh territory. 

The problem cropped up 
because the Surma river section as 
described was officially a part of 
Cachar district of British Assam 
and India claimed that the entire 
river belonged to them. Armed 
conflicts erupted between India 
and Pakistan but before the Libera-
tion of Bangladesh Pakistan gave 
up the claim of the midstream of 
the river to be the international 
boundary between the two coun-
tries and thus agreed to and imple-
mented setting up of pillars mostly 
at our side of the river. Over these 
years the river eroded into our side 
of the river into our territory but 
India prohibits our people to use 
the water. Thus our people living 
on our bank of the river over a 
stretch of about 12 miles are being 
deprived of using Surma river 
water. Midstream of all interna-
tional rivers are accepted as the 
border line between two countries 
and if gracefully accepted by India 
our people can at least use the 
water to be pumped up for irriga-
tion on high land along the river 
bank. May I request the Joint River 
Commission and the respective 
two governments to look into the 
matter?
Altaf Choudhury
Gulshan, Dhaka

Bin Laden and the 
Thief of Baghdad
This is in response to Sunaina's 
letter "We are to blame as well" 
(May 4).

The writer is right; we Muslims 
are to blame for our misfortune 
because we have strayed far away 
from the right path by disregarding 
the guidance of the Quran. But I 
believe we need to try to contain 
American aggression too, and 
boycotting American goods is a 
good place to start.

Now, I just want to point out that 
the Saudi airbases were not sup-
posed to be used to bomb Iraq. In 
fact, Saudi Arabia did not give 
permission to the Americans to use 
those bases to strike Iraq.

It is interesting to note how the 
American warmongers used the 
media by supplying them with lies 
to win the world opinion. Before 
the start of the invasion, in their 
desperation to show the world that 
they have many allies, news brief-
ings from Washington asserted 
that the Saudi Government had 
agreed to let them use their bases 
inside the Kingdom to bomb Iraq, 
which was immediately denied by 
the Saudi authorities. (The Gulf 
Times)

But during the US-UK led illegal 
invasion of Iraq, some stray mis-
siles hit Turkey and Iran. And, in 
both cases it was confirmed that 
the missiles were fired from the 
American military bases located 
inside Saudi Arabia. Apparently the 
Americans lied, and although they 
promised the Saudis that they 
would not use those bases but they 
actually did. The situation must 
have been very embarrassing; now 
the US has decided to close down 
all its military establishments and 
air bases in the Saudi Kingdom. 
And that's exactly what Bin Laden 

demanded in the first place. Now 
the question is who is the real 
winner of this Operation Iraqi 
Freedom? Bin Laden or the thief of 
Baghdad? 
Shukla Mirza
Doha, Qatar

US designs on the 
subcontinent
The US envoy Richard Armitage is 
not coming to the subcontinent 
only for Kashmir or the gas pipeline 
project; though both issues are in 
the pipeline.

The real US agenda behind all 
the hyperactivity is to force a shot-
gun marriage between the two 
unwilling neighbours to disarm 

both of them of their nuclear arse-
nal, so that there should not 
remain any open threat to both, 
from each other to justify the 
nuclear stock-pile in the first place. 
While at the same time in so many 
other ways, their dubious status as 
'nuclear  powers' ,  does  not  
threaten the monopoly of the 
super-power to deal with them 
according to its own over-riding 
interests. 

It is also to ensure that they do 
not get into the lucrative business 
of exporting technology to other 
victimised countries, in the man-
ner Pakistan is alleged to have 
managed in case of North Korea as 
exchange for North Korea supply-
ing it with Long Range missiles to 
carry their nuclear warheads. 

The most glaring fact that has 
come out of the whole exercise is 
the abject helplessness of both 
India and Pakistan to be masters of 
their own destinies. Both coun-
tries, personified in the persona of 
their ineffective leaders, are so 
heavily dependant on US con-
trolled international finance, that 
their show of 'freedom' and bra-
vado is a big sham. That facile 
freedom too is a gift of the super-
power that has found it absolutely 
essential to cooperate in maintain-
i n g  t h e  f a ç
ade of freedom of both govern-
ments, lest their own people may 
not rise up in revolt.
Ghulam Muhammed
Mumbai, India

Post-war Iraq: Little 
Cause for Optimism 
As the occupying power in Iraq, the 
US is responsible for re-building 
post-war Iraq. This responsibility 
derives from established interna-
tional law which requires the US to 
abide by the Geneva Conventions. 
The US led war ousted the existing 
Iraqi regime by force of military 
invasion; the war went well beyond 
by causing heavy loss of civilian 
lives and widespread destruction 
of civil infrastructure and loss of 
national treasures. These are 
extraordinary casualties of an 
illegal war. Thus the US responsi-
bilities extend well beyond the 
ordinary; these are inescapable 
and some are immediate tasks 
notably: restoring security, rule of 
law and order; restoring all basic 
minimum civic services; setting up 
interim administration; and reviv-
ing the national economy. 

Thus far, the US has remained 
unable to fulfil these tasks but has 
also remained unwilling to con-
cede a central role to anyone else 
for example UN or a multilateral 
consortium of willing and compe-
tent partners. 

Given the past US record, there 
is little cause for optimism that the 
US alone can or will get the job of 
re-building done. Throughout the 
post World War II period, the US 
has scored very few successes in all 
its military enterprises when it 
came to post-war reconstruction. 
The US had engaged in more than 
200 armed interventions during 
the past 50 years; in just over a 
dozen of which it had ventured into 
some sort of post-war nation build-
ing task. Its success is confined to 
Germany and Japan, and possibly 
to tiny Grenada. Moreover, where 
it did succeed, it was helped by 
favourable conditions for example 
in Germany and Japan. But at the 
present time, Iraq is in chaos and 
turmoil. Iraq with its ethinc divi-
sions, shattered economy after 
twelve years of strict economic 
sanctions, and predominantly oil 
dependent resources does not offer 
conducive or easy conditions. The 
US President George Bush is 
known for his great apathy to 
"nation building", his reputation is 
far better established for his pen-
chant for "regime change". In Iraq, 
he has so far done what he does 
best; now will he or can he be 
engaged in the arduous and less 
flamboyant task of reconstruction 
and building democracy in Iraq? 
Dr. Zakir Husain 
Dhaka

War and UK

Mr Carter, thank you for your letter in The 
Daily Star (May 7). 

Those of us who opposed the war on Iraq 
did so for many reasons; the love and admi-
ration for Saddam was not one of them. We 
didn't think that removal of Saddam would 
make Iraq a worse place. But we thought that 
your ways of doing so would make the world 
a more dangerous one. More than ever 
before, we feel confident that we were right. 

Before the war, Prime Minister Blair loved 
to say "if we fail to take action against 
Saddam's regime now, think of the message 
it would send to the dictators right across the 
world". It seems that the dictators of the 
world have got their message. North Korea 
has hastened its nuclear program with a 
small explanation: 'war on Iraq has con-
firmed our need'. As though satisfied that his 
pupil has finally learned the lesson, Foreign 
Minister Jack Straw subsequently ruled out 
any possible war on North Korea. I do not 
know a more effective way of communicat-
ing "GO-NUCLEAR-OR-WE-WILL-BE-
AFTER-YOU" message. 

The danger is not just sending the wrong 
message. Over the last few decades, no mat-
ter how vaguely, institutions of international 
law had started taking shape. With one mon-
strous action you have undone them all. 
Think of the number of international laws 
you have broken by unilateral preemptive 
strike, by destroying residential areas, by 
killing civilians and journalists, and by con-
tinued occupation without any UN man-
date. All these are dangerous precedence, 
ready to be emulated by smaller regional 
powers to bully their weaker neighbours. 

You invoke UNSCR's 678 and 687 to justify 
your action. Now, would you attack State of 
Israel for violating UN resolution on the 
issue of illegal settlement? Would you guar-
antee that your government would strike 
every time a UN resolution is broken? No, 
you wouldn't, because you are a nation, and 
nations act according to their own self-
interests. Your policies to the world are 
marred with inconsistency and double stan-
dard, because you take action only when it 
serves you and keep quiet when it doesn't. 
This is not because you are evil, but because 
you are only human. This is why, even the 
most benevolent country in the world can-
not act as 'global cop'. This is why unilateral 
pre-emptive strike can never be justified. 

There is nothing inherently wrong with US 
or UK. We do not trust you to run the world 
for the same reason we do not trust one or 
two persons to run a country. To protect 
ourselves from arbitrary actions by a power-
ful individual we rely on checks and balances 
of democratic institutions. But who would 
save us from arbitrary actions by powerful 
nations? Again, only proper arrangements of 
international institutions can do that. This is 
time we resolve to build them. This is time 
we devote all our energy to nurture and save 
them. 
Shadayen Pervez
Pennsylvania State University, USA 

* * *

I have little more to ask in response to "A 
Diplomat's  Letter" by H E Mr. David Carter, 
the British High Commissioner in Bangla-
desh. 

He mentioned that the UK did not engage 
in Iraq, rather after PAINFULLY "waited 12 
long years since Saddam's brutal invasion of 
Kuwait for him to meet his obligations to 
disarm". Now a rightful question arises here: 
How more years your country "and interna-
tional community at large" should wait to 
see Israel to stop terrorist activities on inno-
cent Palestinian people in their (Palestinian) 
own homeland defying all the UNSC resolu-
tions for last 32 years? Will your country 

pursue the UNSC to use force against Israel 
to stop genocide and mass killing in the 
Palestinian territory and in the neighbouring 
countries in the Middle East to bring stability 
and peace in that region?

At last one point to note: The essay neces-
sarily avoided the WMD matter in Iraq. Actu-
ally those WMD were never in Iraq, and the 
INVADERS shall never find any such WMD 
in Iraq. Both the President of US and Prime 
Minister of the UK used WMD as the pre-text 
for the invasion in Iraq in a view to capture 
and set control over the largest oil reserve 
(after the KSA - which is already a puppet of 
theirs) on the earth.

It is nice to see that at least the UK had 
understood their own mistakes, and tried to 
support the already distressed and humili-
ated Iraqis after the invasion of Iraq. Hope 
the UK will recognise that it mistakenly 
joined the US led forces to invade Iraq, and 
shall try to repent for its actions during the 
"War in Iraq".
Sajjad Waheed
Independent University, Dhaka

* * *

His Excellency, the British High Commis-
sioner was looking for the balance and 
objectivity in your newspaper regarding the 
coverage of the conflict in Iraq. But why 
should he expect that? It's true that The Daily 
Star was against the war, and it is just natural 
that it would be more pro-peace and less 
pro-war. As long as there is a reasonably 
minimum coverage of the other side of the 
story, it should be considered a fair balance.

After all look at the coverage of the pro-war 
Western media like BBC, CNN, The Times of 
London or The New York Times. There was a 
preponderance of pro-war news and views, 
and just a sprinkling of the other side. Again 
that is but natural. I am not even mentioning 
Fox and its archconservative fundamentalist 
people. If there ever was a one-sided, nar-
row-minded people with a rabid mentality 
that bunch takes the cake! As a matter of fact, 
they are the Western equivalent of the 
Talibans! 

The trouble is, the British Government is 
out of tune with the majority of their own 
people, as also the world. An overwhelming 
majority of the British people were against 
military action, till all avenues are exhausted 
and it really was the "course of last resort". It 
does not hold much water by saying that 
Saddam violated UN Resolutions one after 
the other for the last 12 years. Nobody in his 
right senses defends Saddam. But by going 
after Saddam and his cohorts, Iraq and the 
people has also being punished and devas-
tated. That is why most of the world thinks 
Bush and Blair has committed crimes, by 
going against the UN, even though the High 
Commissioner mentioned UNSCR resolu-
tions 678, 687 & 1441; otherwise why would 
they go to the UN for another resolution to 
approve what they wanted to do, then with-
drawing it after not getting what they 
wanted, in spite of the despicable intimida-
tion, brow-beating and coercion of the other 
weaker Security members? This is not 
Democracy!

It is heartening to note the HC mention 
that "we continue to give the highest priority 
to the Middle East peace process" and that 
"Tony Blair is at the centre of that key initia-
tive". The only trouble is, it is perceived that 
the UK and the USA governments are not 
even-handed regarding the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. Why can't they agree to the idea 
of a WMD-free Middle East? Is it just to give 
the Zionists entity an upper hand so that the 
Israelis can subjugate and dehumanise the 
Palestinians any way they want? 
Sayeed A Chaudhury, Gulshan, Dhaka

"A diplomat's letter" Summer in Dhaka

Trying to live a reasonably 
comfortable life in Dhaka is 
becoming quite a strenuous 
effort these days. During 
these hot summer days, 
frequent loadshedding is 
surely making Dhaka life 
unbearable. There was time 
when the so-called 'posh' 
areas like Gulshan, Banani, 
and Baridhara were excluded 
f r o m  t h e  p u r v i e w  o f  
loadshedding. But these 
areas are no more exclusive 
enough to avoid the grip of 
loadshedding. I believe there 
is a positive side to it - now the 
Dhakaites of all localities, 
irrespective of their caste, 
creed and economic status, 

are equally subject to outra-
geous power outages. That 
speaks of our democratic 
values of equal treatment for 
all!

For someone like me who 
was born in Dhaka and lived 
there until recently, no 
electricity or water was a 
way of life. For the last few 
months however, I have 
been living in a US city for 
the purpose of study. Since I 
came here, I experienced 
power cut only twice, each 
lasted for only a few seconds 
after lightening struck 
nearby. When the first time 
the power went off, I felt joy 
thinking of the fact that even 
a US city faces power cut 
that has been so common in 
Dhaka. But to my utter dis-
may, the electricity came 
back the next moment. It 
was no exception the sec-
ond time the power went 
off.

I made a pledge not to get 
used to the life here (without 
loadshedding,  without 
water scarcity) so that I do 
not face difficulties in 
adjusting to Dhaka life after 
completing my studies here. 
I am taking the summer off 
and taking this opportunity 
to go back to Dhaka and 
spend the rest of the sum-
mer months there to make 
sure that I do not lose my 
hard-earned endurance in 
swelling heat without elec-
tricity or water!
K M Zubair Sadeque
Duquesne University, USA

SARS and our government
 Panic has gripped the entire world because 
of the widespread devastation SARS has so 
far caused in different countries. It is 
spreading like wild fire in every nook and 
corner of our planet. We know we will also 
not be spared. Most of the countries are 
getting ready to take the onslaught on war 
footing. Radio and television are carrying 
news and images everyday on their prepa-
ration to face this global menace.

I would appeal to our government to 
inform our people through mass media 
about this disease  and how to face it prop-
erly .Though still any prescription to cure 
this disease is beyond any human knowl-
edge, still our people should have some 
knowledge how to combat it, at least to 
prevent it from spreading among its vast 
malnourished population who normally 
does not have strong enough immune 
system to fight against this menace for too 
long. Moreover, most of this people live in 
abject poverty and unhygienic condition 
where the speed of the spread of this dis-
ease can get its best speed. 

Unless enough is done to prepare the 
nation to fight against this new global men-
ace, this dreadful disease might play havoc 
in Bangladesh. Government should send 
instructions to all places, where medical 
facilities are present, how to cope with the 
situation in worst case scenario and take 
steps immediately to make mask available 
abundantly and keep its price within the 
reach of the general people. This mask has 
been proved to be the most effective 
weapon to fight face the disease. Among 
the government activities to cope with the 
situation, so far we have seen some steps 
taken at the Zia international airport to 
detect the arrival of the SARS affected pas-
sengers to check its spread. We don't know 
whether any quarantine facility has been 
made available and, if so, how big it is. I 
want to caution our government that there 
is no scope for any dilly-dally in this 
respect, as its consequence might be very 
dreadful for our nation.
Mahboob-e-Gaus, Gulshan, Dhaka 
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