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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

May 02-08

Artist Eliza Sultana Annie is holding
her first ever solo-painting
exhibition at the Zainul Gallery of
the Institute of Fine Art, University
of Dhaka. The exhibition remains
open for visitors from 2 to 8 p.m.

May 02-17

Alliance Francaise in Dhaka is
hosting an exhibition of Dokra
sculpture on rail platform, woodcut
print works on rail boggy and paper
cut installation on railroad. The
show is open everyday from 9 amto
12 pm and 5 pm to 8 pm except
Saturday.

May 09-23

The Bengal Tours Ltd. and Gallery
Chitrak will jointly hold a painting
exhibition by renowned artists titled
Sundarbans: A Beauty in Silence
from May 9. The artists include
Abdur Razzaque, Bulbon Osman,
Rafiqun Nabi, and others. The
show continues up to May 23 daily
from 10 amto 8 pm.

Film

May 06-07

Aliiance Francaise in Dhaka holds
in association with Zahir Raihan
Film Society a film session at the
auditorium of the institue. Show
timesare5pmand 7 pm.

Music

May 08

Alliance Francaise in Dhaka hosts
aJazzevening atits cafeteria. The
performance starts at 9.30 pm.

Anniversary

May 08

Biswa Shahitya Kendra is going to
arrange an exhibition of the
reproductions of Tagore's paintings
on 25 Baishakh 1410 (May 8, 2003)
at the institute's auditorium on the
occasion of the poet's 144th birth
anniversary. There will be also an
open lecture programme on
Rabindra chitra shilpey adhunik
monon (Modern concepts in
Rabindra paintings) on the same
day on the institute premises. The
outstanding art critic of the country
Moinuddin Khaled will give the
lecture by showing different slides
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Sweeps of surrealism

FAYZA HAQ

AHBUBUL Islam's
paintings dealt with
dream worlds where one

learnt to value the past
and question the present. These
were seen recently at the Zainul
Gallery.

In "Extinguish" we saw how the
bullock carts were fast disappear-
in%to be replaced by engine driven
vehicles. We saw men at one side
folding away the bullock carts and
everything else that went with
them. These men with their white
limbs and shaven heads appeared
eerie as they seemed to hurriedly
pack their possessions to give way
to the new regime. There was an
owl amidst the folding, disappear-
ing world to signify goodness. The
cattle in the centre had metal limbs
where the animal legs should have
been and this distortion was to
highlight the approach of the
engines. The approaching auto-
mobiles were shown in tiny pro-
portions as they were zooming in to
take over the land where once one
found cattle carts. The world that
Mahbub had dealt with belonged
to dreams. There normal things
appeared abnormal and mysteri-
ous. Lines of overwhelming myste-
rious bubbles and squares in white
and blue were used to heighten the
effect of unreality. At times these
bubbles were coloured to bring in

Simultaneity
colours thatappeared indreams.

Various activities seen during
mishaps were brought in "Flood".
Here we saw houses and vehicles
being overwhelmed by the rising
water which had come up halfway
up to the doors and windows.
There was the dying child depicted
in gray with the mother's head

nearby was brought in a circle. The
weeping mother had been done in
colour to provide contrast to the
black and white of the child which
stood for death. There was a big fish
beyond to heighten the impact of
water. Two men, done in stark
green and blue, with bulging mus-
cles and white blood vessels flow-
ing through them, were seen in the
unusual task of taming the water
and puttingitinto amould -- which
was an unreal element. At the back
was seen a yellow sky filled with
bubbles and seeping swirls of
Indianred. This was also to bringin
the element of griefand suffering.

The use of arms during the
ancient Egyptian, Greek and
Roman times was brought in "Dis-
tortion of Tradition". The use of
guns and pistols in games today
was shown as a contrast. On one
side was an archer from the old
Egyptian times, riding in a chariot,
drawn by a horse as he aimed an
arrow atalion ahead. The details of
the clothes, jewellery and weapons
had been carefully studied to bring
in historical reality. In front of this
was the depiction of a dart game in
the modern time and more delin-
eation of the use of arms in games
as found in present day. Lines and
bubbles in white, blue and gray
were found at the back to heighten
the effect of unreality and capture

agame," theartistelaborated.

The changes in shapes and
sizes of pottery from the time of
Ancient Egypt, Greece and
Mesopotamia to the present day
had been depicted in "Distortion of
pottery." The artist said, "With the
passage of time there were changes
in their shapes and sizes." Mahbub
had painted two statues from
Egypt, made centuries ago, and the
wave of creation urge had been
shown ending in ceramics in mod-
ern times in the form of a cup and a
jug. In the swirl of creation were
seen urns, jugs and bottles, the
older items being in gray and
brown while the more recent ones
were, in contrast, coloured. The
curls, wriggles and stripes of white
in the composition had been
brought in to reflect perspective
and the passages of time as in the
other canvases.

"Simultaniety”, once again, got
adreamlike atmosphere in focus. It
had two female figures along with
leaves and butterflies. Bubbles
have been used for perspective and
the illusion of the atmosphere. The
figures, seated and standing, were
both deep in thought. Another
canvas dealt with the tribal people
and there we saw how men rested
and enjoyed themselves in that
society while the women struggled
on. To the artist their lifestyle was
almost as strange as a fairytale and
so the setting was a strange one.
There was an elephant head
included in the canvas, along with
horns which had been placed for
the purpose of composition. We
also found baskets in which the
women collected the food for the
day. The women wore only jewel-
lery and a strip of cloth hanging
from their waist. "Disappoint-
ment" too dealt with abstractions
and the main figure's body
appeared to be eaten up like ter-
miteriddenwood.

Mahbub, who has had exhibi-
tions in England, Singapore Nepal
and India, and hopes to have one
soon in Austria, said that he felt his
surrealism was a step ahead of his
realisticwork. He kept Marx Ernest,
Cherico and Slavador Dali in mind
as he worked. In Bangladesh the
artist whom he admired most was
Shamsuddoha. He said that he
used bright contrasting colours to
bring in the element of unreality
andshock.
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When they put on their dancing shoes

International School Dhaka organises congregation

of dancers from English medium schools in Dhaka.

HARUN UR RASHID

LMOST everything and

anything turns heavenly

delightful with children.
When they perform correctly, we
are marvelled by their excellence;
when they make mistakes, we are
affected by the fun of it. Both ways
they hold our equal attraction. It
was such a merry evening filled
with fun and enjoyment due to the
performance of a score of children
on May 5 at the Sports Hall of
International School Dhaka (ISD).

Students from eight English
medium schools in the city assem-
bled at the venue for a féte of dance
organised by ISD. A maiden
attempt by the school, the two-day
dance festival titled ISD Dance
Extravaganza presented a celebra-
tion of traditional and modern
dance by Bangladeshi students as
well as the kids of foreigners resid-
ingin the country. The programme
was a part of the institution's
endeavour in attaining a cultural
involvement between the students
of the English medium schools in
Dhaka.

The eight participating schools
were Aga Khan, The British School,
Bangladesh International School,
Scholastica, Sir John Wilson,
Grace, American International
School and the host International
School Dhaka. Participants per-
formed in three age categories of 6,
10and 14.

What was most remarkable

about the event was that it pre-
sented a curious blend of local

.....

Ami jar nupurer chhanda.

dancing traditions with that of the
west. It was also interesting to
watch the children from different
parts of the world performing our
very own traditional pieces. A
troupe of seven girls, all foreigners,
danced with the Nazrul song Ami
Jjar nupurer chhanda. Their perfor-
mance was greatly applauded by
the audience as they really did it
beyond all anticipations. What
surprised many was that they were
silently following and uttering the
song in Firoza Begum's voice
played from the background.

Some Bangladeshi children
danced with the popular Bonney M
song Holiday. A few other groups
also performed with English songs.

But it was the rendition of tradi-
tional pieces that won the heart of
the audience. A group from
Scholastica performed a collage
dance with several songs--Dhitang
dhitang boley, Shona shona shona,
Uttar dakkhin purbo pashchim--
sung in quick succession. Another
group of youths under the age
category of 14 from Scholastica
performed a traditional tarana.

The under-14 team of the host
school rendered another collage-
dance with two songs--Banshi
shuney ar kaaj nai and Krishna
aisha Radha-r bukey. The troupe
from American School of Dhaka
did an Odissi piece with the
Rabindra song Mamo chittey niti
nrittey.

One attraction of the
programme was the presence of
the renowned Odissi danseuse
Benazir Salam. She performed an
Odissi piece at the beginning of the
function. She was presented a
flower bouquet at the end of the
function.

Sponsored by Afsar Group and
Keya Cosmetics Ltd., the
programme was all quite enjoyable
except that the sound system
required extra care. Such
endeavour is always appreciable as
long as it extends our tradition and
its spirit to those who have some-
what an undermining notion of our
country. It will always help us
create and present a better, livelier

of Tagore's painting. the passages of time. "What = ” — — and joyous picture of the country
Flood involved fear at one time is now just Atraditional dance presented by Bangladeshi students. to the foreigners.
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