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Absent minded

REUTERS, Bridgetown

West Indies vice-captain
Ramnaresh Sarwan, who briefly
took charge of the team when Brian
Lara fell ill on Saturday, said that
his teammates had to remind him
to set the field.

"My only experience was cap-
taining the Guyana under-19
team," said Sarwan on Sunday
after making an unbeaten 58 to
keep the West Indies alive in the
fourthseries.

"(Teammate) Chris Gayle said
to me, 'there are a few gaps in the
field'. Then I realised that I am the
one who is supposed to actually set
thefield.

"It was strange because I was
looking for my team mates to help
me," he said. "I'm used to some-
body else setting the field and
beingtold whereIhaveto go."

Asked if he had been groomed
for the role by fellow Guyanese and
former captain Carl Hooper,
Sarwanreplied: "Actually, [haven't
spoken to Carl for along time and I
don'teven knowwhere ie is."

Winning start
for Scots

AFP, London

Scotland made a dramatic debut in
the National League on Sunday
when they pulled off a four-wicket
win over Durham at the Riverside.

Off-spinner Majid Haq was the
man of the moment as he took 4-36
to leave the hosts on 167-7 at the
end of their innings before the
Scots, who have signed up Indian
Test star Rahul Dravid for later in

the season, reached their target minutes before an ambulance Colombo lastweek. She also survived a batteringby ~ have been picking me up and person race from France to Brazil
with fourballs to spare. AFP, Kandy came on to the arena and rushed La]_'a Sarwan what she described as "the perfect ~ spittingmeout." inNovember.
At The Oval, Graham Thorpe, them to hospital. SCOREBOARD ) storm" just 250 miles from the end

who wants to return to interna-
tional cricket, gave the selectors a
timely nudge with 58 as Surrey beat
Warwickshire by 25 runs.

Opener Nick Knight, who had
recently announced his retirement
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New Zealand's Jacob Oram tries to sweep as Romesh Kaluwitharana watches during the second Test in Colombo

yesterday.

Even going at Kandy
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Cricket

New Zealand's batsmen softened
Sri Lanka's spin bowlers with a
valiant display on the third day of
the rain-hit second and final
cricket Testhere on Monday.

Jacob Oram hit a career-best 74

Atapattu's face hit Vettori's
helmet and both players were
sprawled on the field for several

Vettori injured his left ankle
when he slumped to the ground,
while Atapattu suffered concus-
sions and bruises on the face,
according to the medical staff who
attended the players.

It was Richardson's second
half-century of the series, having
made 85 in the drawn first Test at

Scoreboard at stumps on the third day
of the second and final cricket Test
between Sri Lanka and New Zealand at
the Asgiriya Stadium on Monday:

NEW ZEALAND: First innings (over-
night 75-4)

Venus does
it again
AFP, Berlin

Venus Williams' future looks more
uncertain than ever after her deci-
sion to withdraw from this week's
1,262,000-dollar German Open
with a pulled stomach muscle.

It is the second time within a
few days that the elder Williams
sister has pulled out of a bigmoney
tournament, because during last
week's tournament in Warsaw she
decided to withdraw from the Italia
Masters in Rome which starts next
Monday.

It means that the former world
number one has played in only
four WTA Tour events all year, and
stillhas not won atitlein more than
eightmonths.

The 22-year-old American may
now go into the French Open in
Paris in three weeks time less well
prepared for a Grand Slam tourna-
ment than ever before - if, that is,
shehasrecovered atall.

"It is not good when it is an
abdominal strain," said Venus,
meaning that such ailments can
take a long time to get right. "It
needs more time butit's not myjob
tositatadesk."

This reference may well be an
attempt to answer gossip that she
is now more interested in her
interior design business than in
her tennis.

After suffering one of the worst
defeats of her career, to compatriot
Meghann Shaughnessy at the
Nasdag-100 Open in Miami in
March, Venus immediately
announced she was taking a
month off.
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The plucky fast bowler batted for
66 minutes for an unbeaten 20, but
lost his batting partners, Vasbert
Drakes for 11 and Jermaine
Lawson for one.

INTERNET, London

British yachtswoman Emma
Richards has become the first
woman and youngest person to
complete a 29,000-mile round-
the-worldrace.

The 28-year-old helmed the 60-
footracing yacht Pindar across the
line in perfect conditions at 4.15
p-m. (9:15 p.m. British time),
completing the eight-month
round the world race.

She was welcomed by her

Earents Margaret and Bryan and

undreds of well wishers on the
quayside.

The yachtswoman, from the
Isle of Wight, said: "I cannot
believe this is actually over. I have
literally lived, eaten, breathed and
sleptthisrace.

"It only seems yesterday I set off
andyetIhave done 30,000 miles."

She said it was "probably the
E}ggest challenge I'will ever face in my
e

And after a celebratory meal
with friends, family and other
skippers, she added: "I did get too
lonely and I have sworn never to
do any more single-handed
around the world races since I've
finished this one."

Ms Richards admitted there
had been "lots of bad moments"
about the challenge.

"One of the worst would have to
have been when I had to climb the
main mast to replace the halyard
that was broken (the rope that
holds the biggestsail up).

"That was a pretty hair-raising
moment."

Emma sails into history

Britain's Emma Richards aboard her yacht Pindar.
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oftherace..

Her vessel was hammered for
10 hours by a storm off the East
Coast of the USin same area where
the book and film The Perfect
Storm were based.

"We had a pretty horrible low
pressure system come through
and it was right above the Gulf
Stream where it intensifies the
weather and the waves," she told
BBCRadio4's Today programme.

"Itwas a pretty hideous storm."

At the time, she called her shore
team to say how Pindar had been
"crashing from wave to wave",
flinging her around the cabin and
leaving her battered and bruised.

She told her team: "The waves

Reds celebrate early

That storm meant losing the
third place she had held in the
race'slastleg.

But she remained philosophi-
calabout the outcome.

"It kept everything right on
tenterhooks until the last moment,
which was pretty cool," she said.

Back on dry land, Ms Richards -
who originally hails from
Helensburgh in Scotland - said: "I
am looking forward to having a few
beers with my family and friends
and sleeping in a bed that does not
move.

"Then I would love to come
back to sailing as long as I have
people with me next time."

Her next project is a two-
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Tamil Nadu the upper hand

the slushy outfield at the rain-
ravaged Asgiriya Stadium.

The Kiwis scored 96 runs from 41

Wisemanb M'tharan 7

the ICC Test Championship.
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Sridharan Sriram chipped in
with a valuable 82-ball 26 and S.

The third day was marred by a

Left-handed Richardson batted
for almost four hours to make 55

Fall of wickets: 1-6,2-7,3-11,4-71, 5-
109, 6-189,7-222,8-237,9-271

Australia at Kensington Oval on Sunday:
AUSTRALIA: First innings 605 for 9
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