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Venus does 
it again
AFP, Berlin

Venus Williams' future looks more 
uncertain than ever after her deci-
sion to withdraw from this week's 
1,262,000-dollar German Open 
with a pulled stomach muscle. 

It is the second time within a 
few days that the elder Williams 
sister has pulled out of a big money 
tournament, because during last 
week's tournament in Warsaw she 
decided to withdraw from the Italia 
Masters in Rome which starts next 
Monday. 

It means that the former world 
number one has played in only 
four WTA Tour events all year, and 
still has not won a title in more than 
eight months. 

The 22-year-old American may 
now go into the French Open in 
Paris in three weeks time less well 
prepared for a Grand Slam tourna-
ment than ever before - if, that is, 
she has recovered at all. 

"It is not good when it is an 
abdominal strain," said Venus, 
meaning that such ailments can 
take a long time to get right. "It 
needs more time but it's not my job 
to sit at a desk." 

This reference may well be an 
attempt to answer gossip that she 
is now more interested in her 
interior design business than in 
her tennis. 

After suffering one of the worst 
defeats of her career, to compatriot 
Meghann Shaughnessy at the 
Nasdaq-100 Open in Miami in 
M a r c h ,  V e n u s  i m m e d i a t e l y  
announced she was taking a 
month off. 

Athens passes 
test 
REUTERS, Athens

They were not sports events. They 
were not Olympic events. They 
were not even Olympic test events.

But organisers of next year's 
Athens Olympics are holding their 
heads high after a series of high-
profile European Union meetings 
in Greece, including a summit, 
went off without a hitch.

A two-day gathering of more 
than 40 European leaders in mid-
April was the biggest event Athens 
has ever hosted and the verdict of 
most delegates and observers was 
that the Greek capital rose to the 
occasion.

"On the day before we were a bit 
worried, there was still a lot of work 
going on but then everything went 
quite smoothly," one Brussels-
based delegate said after the EU 
summit.

Athens vice-mayor Theodore 
Skylakakis, in charge of the city's 
preparations for next year's 
Games, conceded that in Greece 
most work tended to get done 
when deadlines got tight.

"This is our disadvantage and 
advantage, we are very good 
towards the finish, we can do a lot 
when time is pressing," he said.
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Britain's Emma Richards aboard her yacht Pindar.

INTERNET, London 

British yachtswoman Emma 
Richards has become the first 
woman and youngest person to 
complete a 29,000-mile round-
the-world race. 

The 28-year-old helmed the 60-
foot racing yacht Pindar across the 
line in perfect conditions at 4.15 
p.m. (9:15 p.m. British time), 
completing the eight-month 
round the world race. 

She was welcomed by her 
parents Margaret and Bryan and 
hundreds of well wishers on the 
quayside. 

The yachtswoman, from the 
Isle of Wight, said: "I cannot 
believe this is actually over. I have 
literally lived, eaten, breathed and 
slept this race. 

"It only seems yesterday I set off 
and yet I have done 30,000 miles." 

She said it was "probably the 
biggest challenge I will ever face in my 
life". 

And after a celebratory meal 
with friends, family and other 
skippers, she added: "I did get too 
lonely and I have sworn never to 
do any more single-handed 
around the world races since I've 
finished this one." 

Ms Richards admitted there 
had been "lots of bad moments" 
about the challenge. 

"One of the worst would have to 
have been when I had to climb the 
main mast to replace the halyard 
that was broken (the rope that 
holds the biggest sail up). 

"That was a pretty hair-raising 
moment." 

She also survived a battering by 
what she described as "the perfect 
storm" just 250 miles from the end 

of the race.. 

Her vessel was hammered for 
10 hours by a storm off the East 
Coast of the US in same area where 
the book and film The Perfect 
Storm were based. 

"We had a pretty horrible low 
pressure system come through 
and it was right above the Gulf 
Stream where it intensifies the 
weather and the waves," she told 
BBC Radio 4's Today programme. 

"It was a pretty hideous storm." 

At the time, she called her shore 
team to say how Pindar had been 
"crashing from wave to wave", 
flinging her around the cabin and 
leaving her battered and bruised. 

She told her team: "The waves 
have been picking me up and 
spitting me out." 

That storm meant losing the 
third place she had held in the 
race's last leg. 

But she remained philosophi-
cal about the outcome. 

"It kept everything right on 
tenterhooks until the last moment, 
which was pretty cool," she said. 

Back on dry land, Ms Richards - 
w h o  o r i g i n a l l y  h a i l s  f r o m  
Helensburgh in Scotland - said: "I 
am looking forward to having a few 
beers with my family and friends 
and sleeping in a bed that does not 
move. 

"Then I would love to come 
back to sailing as long as I have 
people with me next time." 

Her next project is a two-
person race from France to Brazil 
in November. 

Emma sails into history
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The tweaker scored a fine 63 bat-

ting at number ten in the first 

innings. He also captured for 

wickets for 79 runs. 

SCOREBORD

F i n a l  s c o r e c a r d s  o f  t h e  t w o  

GrameenPhone Premier Cricket League 

matches played at different venues 

yesterday: 
Mohammedan vs Brothers Union 
Venue: FCS

MOHAMMEDAN SC: First innings 294-8 

dec (Nafees 70, Sandeep 70, Tushar 50, 

Mustadir 4-42).

BROTHERS UNION: First innings 204 

all out in 57.2 overs (Halim 68, Sanjay 37; 

Naimur 7-64, Arif 3-41)

MOHAMMEDAN SC: Second innings 

200 for 4 dec. in 48 overs (Nafis 46, Aftab 

41, Tushar 56 not out; Sohel 2-29)

BROTHERS UNION: Second innings 

Salahuddin b Ashiq  15

Shahriar c Aftab b Arif  44

Sanjay c Jashim b Arif  7

Halim b Hasibul  24

Mosaddek c Arif b Ashiq  22

Mostakim b Hasibul  0

Shahnewaz b Hasibul  4

Emon lbw b Hasibul  0

Sohel c Arif b Jashim  1

Mustadir c Anwar b Hasibul  8

Mehdi not out  0

Extras: (b-1, lb-1, nb-2, w-1)  5

Total: (All out in 44.3 overs)  130

Fall of wickets: 1-35, 2-62, 3-73, 4-112, 5-

113, 6-120, 7-120, 8-121, 9-130
Bowler  O M R W

Hasibul  11 2 40 5

Ashiq  9 2 19 2

Minhazul  5 1 23 0

Naimur  11 2 24 0

Arif  8 2 22 2

Jashim 0.3 0 0 1

Result: Mohammedan SC won by 160 

runs. 

Man-of-the-match: Naimur Rahman 

(Mohammedan)
Abahani KC vs Uttara SC 
Venue: DCS

ABAHANI: First innings 361 all out in 

97.2 overs (Nuruzzaman 62, Suja 63, 

Sajjadul 46; Debabrato 4/122, Faisal 

3/55)

UTTARA SC: First innings (overnight 

161 for 5 in 56 overs)

Saiful c Towhid b Arman  79

Moniruzzaman c Asad b Bikash  21

Maruf lbw b Arman  29

Faisal c & b Arman  37

Sumon c Nuruzzaman b Arman  0

Al-Amin lbw b Suja  0

Rana c Neeyamur b Suja  9

Hossain c Bikash b Arman  10

Rakib lbw b Suja  11

Monirul not out  20

Debabrato c Asadullah b Suja  18 

Extras: (b-5, lb-9, nb-9, w-1)  24

Total: (All out in 84.2 overs)  258

Fall of wickets: 1-40, 2-42, 3-150, 4-

150, 5-155, 6-189, 7-197, 8-203, 9-217
Bowler O M R W

Neeyamur 18 4 54 0

Bikash 7 2 19 1

Arman 29 3 89 5

Suja 29.2 8 79 4

Sajjad  1 0 3 0

ABAHANI: Second innings 

Hannan lbw b Hossain  21

Sajjad c Sumon b Rana  54

Imran c Hossain b Monirul  38

Neeyamur c Tinku b Sumon  54

Asadullah st. Tinku b Monirul  53

Sajjadul not out  10

Extras: (b-13, lb-7, nb-5, w-4)  29

Total: (For 5 wkts dec. in 

39.5 overs)  259

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-100, 3-

168, 4-211, 5-259
Bowler  O M R W

Debabrato  7.2 0 52 0

Safiul  1 0 12 0

Hossain 4.4 0 7 1

Monirul  11.5 0 82 2

Rakib 3 0 11 0

Tinku  1 0 10 0

Rana  7 0 44 1

Sumon 4 1 21 1
Result: Match drawn 
Man-of-the-match: Suja Erfan 
(Abahani) 

MSC stay afloat
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have doubled the score seven 
minutes later as he was released by 
Viduka and rounded Seaman but 
shot into the sidenetting. 

The two Australians were tear-
ing the patched-up Arsenal 
defence apart with Viduka having a 
volley saved by Seaman and then 
Martin Keown diving in to stop 
another attack by the duo. 

But Arsenal were level on the 
half hour mark as Ray Parlour's 
speculative long range shot - after 
he was given far too much space by 
the Leeds midfield - was tipped 
onto the post by Paul Robinson but 
flicked up for Henry to nod in his 
23rd Premiership goal of the sea-
son. 

Parlour went desperately close 
to ending his two year goal drought 
in the Premiership when five min-
utes later he burst into the box and 
his shot beat Robinson only for 
Michael Duberry to knock it off the 
line. 

Arsenal were now in the ascen-
dancy and thought they had gone 
ahead when Wiltord knocked 
home the ball after Henry's shot 
had come back off the post but it 
was ruled out for offside. 

Reds celebrate early
TOP SIX

English Premiership table after 
Sunday's match (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points):

 

Man Utd  37  24   8   5   72  33  80 

Arsenal 36  21   9   6   75  41    72 

Newcastle 37  21   5  11   61  46  68 

Chelsea 37  18  10   9   66  37    64 

Liverpool 37  18  10   9   60  39    64 

TOP SCORERS

Leading scorers in the English 

Premiership after the weekend's 

matches: 

24 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (Man 
Utd) 

23 - Thierry Henry (Arsenal), 

James Beattie (Southampton) 

19 - Mark Viduka (Leeds), 

Michael Owen (Liverpool) 

17 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle) 

14 - Nicolas Anelka (Man City), 

Gianfranco Zola (Chelsea), 

Robbie Keane (Tottenham), Paul 

Scholes (Man Utd) 

Lara, Sarwan
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The plucky fast bowler batted for 
66 minutes for an unbeaten 20, but 
lost his batting partners, Vasbert 
Drakes for 11 and Jermaine 
Lawson for one. 

MacGill claimed both wickets to 
finish with 4-107 off 39.5 overs 
while Jason Gillespie, bowling with 
immaculate control, captured 3-31 
off 21 overs. 

Australia have already retained 
the Frank Worrell Trophy after 
wins in the opening two Tests and 
a victory here will ensure they take 
over from South Africa at the top of 
the ICC Test Championship. 

SCOREBOARD 

Scoreboard after the fourth day of the 
third Test between the West Indies and 
Australia at Kensington Oval on Sunday: 

AUSTRALIA: First innings 605 for 9 
declared (S Waugh 115, R Ponting 113, D 
Lehmann 96; J Lawson 3-131, O Banks 3-
204) 

WEST INDIES: First innings 328 all out 
(Gayle 71, Smith 59, Sarwan 40; MacGill 
4-107, Gillespie 3-31) 

WEST INDIES: Second innings 

Gayle st Gilchrist b MacGill 56

Smith lbw b Lee 5

Ganga lbw b Lee 6

Sarwan not out 58

Lara not out 41

Extras: (b-6, lb-13, nb-2) 21

Total: (For 3 wkts in 72 overs) 187

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-31, 3-94 
Bowler O M R W

McGrath 16 4 30 0

Gillespie 15 5 23 0

MacGill 17 4 39 1

Lee 11 4 38 2

Bichel 6 1 22 0

Ponting 2 0 6 0

Waugh 4 1 6 0

Lehmann 1 0 4 0

Absent minded 
REUTERS, Bridgetown 

W e s t  I n d i e s  v i c e - c a p t a i n  
Ramnaresh Sarwan, who briefly 
took charge of the team when Brian 
Lara fell ill on Saturday, said that 
his teammates had to remind him 
to set the field. 

"My only experience was cap-
taining the Guyana under-19 
team," said Sarwan on Sunday 
after making an unbeaten 58 to 
keep the West Indies alive in the 
fourth series. 

"(Teammate) Chris Gayle said 
to me, 'there are a few gaps in the 
field'. Then I realised that I am the 
one who is supposed to actually set 
the field. 

"It was strange because I was 
looking for my team mates to help 
me," he said. "I'm used to some-
body else setting the field and 
being told where I have to go." 

Asked if he had been groomed 
for the role by fellow Guyanese and 
former captain Carl Hooper, 
Sarwan replied: "Actually, I haven't 
spoken to Carl for a long time and I 
don't even know where he is." 

AFP, Lahore 

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chief 
Lieutenant General Tauqir Zia said 
Monday he hoped India's team 
would visit Pakistan in February as 
both countries progressed towards 
normalised relations. 

"We are planning to host India 
in February 2004 and we have 
approached the International 
Cricket Council in this regard," Zia 
told reporters here on his return 
from Dubai, where he met his 
Indian counterpart, Jagmohan 
Dalmiya, on Saturday. 

"(The) Indian cricket board is 
sincere in resuming the cricketing 
ties and is more than willing to 
send its team to Pakistan, but it 
needs its government's clearance," 
the PCB chief said. 

Officials and observers on both 

sides are optimistic that cricketing 
between India and Pakistan would 
soon be resumed as diplomatic ties 
appear to be on the mend. 

Dalmiya termed the progress a 
"beginning" but said that while the 
Indian government has indicated 
that it hopes to restart bilateral 
sporting ties, he ruled out the 
resumption of on-field cricket 
action this year. 

The India-Pakistan cricket 
rivalry opened with Pakistan's first 
ever Test in 1952 and has seen two 
stand-offs since: one when India 
played a three match series in 
Pakistan in 1978 and another in 
1999-2000 when Pakistan played 
three Tests in India, despite threats 
from Hindu fundamentalists. 

But the Indian government 
refused to allow its team to travel to 
Pakistan in 2000 for a full tour, and 
the ongoing Kashmir dispute 
forced the cancellation of play in 
September 2001 for an Asian cham-
pionship Test and again in April-

May of this year. 

India,  which last  toured 
Pakistan in 1997 for three one-day 
games, has not played a Test match 
in Pakistan since 1989. 

"The Indian board has now sent 
a fresh request to its government 
for resumption of ties and with the 
progress made I am optimistic that 
the impasse will be broken next 
year," Zia said. 

Under the International Cricket 
Council's Future Test Programme 
plan, which requires all 10 member 
countries to play each other four 
times in a decade, Pakistan is 
scheduled to tour India in February 
2004. 

However, Zia said that if India is 
to resume bilateral cricketing ties, 
it has to first play in Pakistan. 

"Once the ice is broken at the 
government level, I think cricket 
can be used as a confidence build-
ing measure," he said. 

PCB expects India 
in Feb next year 

Winning start 
for Scots 
AFP, London 

Scotland made a dramatic debut in 
the National League on Sunday 
when they pulled off a four-wicket 
win over Durham at the Riverside. 

Off-spinner Majid Haq was the 
man of the moment as he took 4-36 
to leave the hosts on 167-7 at the 
end of their innings before the 
Scots, who have signed up Indian 
Test star Rahul Dravid for later in 
the season, reached their target 
with four balls to spare. 

At The Oval, Graham Thorpe, 
who wants to return to interna-
tional cricket, gave the selectors a 
timely nudge with 58 as Surrey beat 
Warwickshire by 25 runs. 

Opener Nick Knight, who had 
recently announced his retirement 
from the international game, hit a six 
and 13 fours in his 105 as 
Warwickshire made 256 off 43.1 
overs in reply to the home side's 281 
for eight. 

AFP, Kandy 

New Zealand's batsmen softened 
Sri Lanka's spin bowlers with a 
valiant display on the third day of 
the rain-hit second and final 
cricket Test here on Monday. 

Jacob Oram hit a career-best 74 
and Mark Richardson and Daniel 
Vettori contributed 55 apiece as the 
tourists recovered from a precari-
ous 11-3 late on Sunday to make 
305 in their first innings. 

Sri Lanka closed the day at 94-2 
in reply in a match headed for a 
draw after the entire first day's play 
and the first two sessions of the 
second day were cancelled due to 
the slushy outfield at the rain-
ravaged Asgiriya Stadium. 

F o r m e r  c a p t a i n  S a n a t h  
Jayasuriya was unbeaten on an 
aggressive 53, while his successor 
Hashan Tillakaratne was on 10. 

The third day was marred by a 
sickening on-field coll ision 
between Vettori and Sri Lanka's 
Marvan Atapattu following a suc-
cessful run out attempt by the 
fielder. 

Even going at Kandy 

PHOTO: AFP

New Zealand's Jacob Oram tries to sweep as Romesh Kaluwitharana watches during the second Test in Colombo 
yesterday. 

Atapattu's face hit Vettori's 
helmet and both players were 
sprawled on the field for several 
minutes before an ambulance 
came on to the arena and rushed 
them to hospital. 

Vettori injured his left ankle 
when he slumped to the ground, 
while Atapattu suffered concus-
sions and bruises on the face, 
according to the medical staff who 
attended the players. 

"Both players are under observa-
tion in hospital," said Sri Lankan 
team manager Ajit Jayasekera. "I 
can't say yet how serious the injuries 
are." 

Initial reports suggest the inju-
ries may keep both players out of 
the  l imited-overs  tr i -ser ies  
between New Zealand, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka starting on May 10. 

The Kiwis scored 96 runs from 41 
overs in the extended 150-minute 
morning session to crawl from their 
overnight score of 75-4 to 171-5 by 
lunch. 

Left-handed Richardson batted 
for almost four hours to make 55 
before he was snapped up at short-
leg by Kumar Sangakkara off young 
l e g - s p i n n e r  K a u s h a l y a  
Lokuarachchi. 

It was Richardson's second 
half-century of the series, having 
made 85 in the drawn first Test at 
Colombo last week. 

 

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at stumps on the third day 
of the second and final cricket Test 
between Sri Lanka and New Zealand at 
the Asgiriya Stadium on Monday: 

NEW ZEALAND: First innings (over-
night 75-4) 

Richardson c S'kara b L'rachchi 55 

Horne c Kaluwitharana b Vaas 1 

Fleming lbw b Nissanka 0 

Sinclair lbw b Vaas 3 

Styris c Tillakaratne b M'tharan 32 

Oram c Kaluwitharana b 

L'rachchi 74 

Hart lbw b M'tharan 31 

Vettori run out 55 

Wiseman b M'tharan 7 

Tuffey c Jayawardena b Nissanka 15 

Bond not out 10 

Extras: (b-3, lb-7, nb-7, w-5) 22 

Total: (All out in 111.5 overs) 305 

Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-7, 3-11, 4-71, 5-
109, 6-189, 7-222, 8-237, 9-271 
Bowler O M R W 

Vaas 22 8 48 2 

Nissanka 16.5 5 41 2 

M'tharan 34 10 90 3 

Jayasuriya 8 0 24 0 

Dharmasena 15 5 40 0 

L'rachchi 16 5 52 2 

SRI LANKA: First innings 

Sangakkara c Hart b Tuffey 10 

Jayasuriya not out 53 

Jayawardena c Hart b Oram 15 

Tillakaratne not out 10 

Extras: (lb-5, nb-1) 6 

Total: (For 2 wkts in 28 overs) 94 

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-69 

To bat: Atapattu, Kaluwitharana, 
M u r a l i t h a r a n ,  D h a r m a s e n a ,  
Lokuarachchi, Vaas, Nissanka 
Bowler O M R W 

Tuffey 8 4 16 1 

Bond 9 2 32 0 

Oram 5 0 11 1 

Wiseman 6 0 30 0 

Ramesh replies
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Tamil Nadu the upper hand 
against a strong Bombay bowling 
attack which includes pacemen 
Ajit Agarkar and Avishkar Salvi, 
who played in the recent triangular 
one-day series in Dhaka. 

Sridharan Sriram chipped in 
with a valuable 82-ball 26 and S. 
Badrinath scored a breezy 42 to get 
their team within 37 runs of 
Bombay on course to taking a 
handy first innings lead. 
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