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RECOMM%NDATIONS

Conference

May 04

Bangladesh Film Producers
Distributors Association (BFPDA)
will hold a conference on means to
revive the lost glory of the film
industry of the country. The
conference will take place at Hotel
RajMonilshaKhanat1p.m.

.

ULTURE

Birthplace revisited

Eminent poet Sunil Gangopadhyay tells of

rediscovering his roots in Bangladesh

@he Daily Star

A wonderful evening

with classical music

Death anniversary of Ustad Abed
Hossain Khan observed

Film show
May 04

The Embassy of the Republic of
Korea in Dhaka will screen a
Korean film entitled My Heart as a
part of regular film show each
month with a view to providing
opportunity with those interested in
Korean culture and language in
Bangladesh. Subtitled in English,
the film will start at 5 p.m. at the
auditorium of Korean Embassy (4,
Madani Ave., Baridhara, Dhaka-

1212).

Handicraft exhibition

May 02-06

In observance of May Day 2003,

Drik is holding at its gallery a show
of handicraft items made by the
workers of Bangladesh
Homeworkers Women Association
(BHWA) and Home Net
Bangladesh. The exhibition is open
to visitors from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Admissionis opentoall.

Exhibition

May 02-08

Artist Eliza Sultana Annie is holding
her first ever solo-painting
exhibition at the Zainul Gallery of
the Institute of Fine Art, University
of Dhaka. The exhibition remains
open for visitors from 2 to 8 p.m.

HARUN UR RASHID

HE spacious flat on the
ninth floor of Gazi Bhaban
at Naya Paltan was tightly
packed with a crowd of
faces--known and unknown. The
audience comprised of
personalities like Professor Kabir
Chowdhury, litterateur Ali Imam,
poet Rafiq Azad and many others.
Also present were journalists from
newspapers, photographers and
camera crew from TV channels,
and about a hundred poetry-lovers
from all age groups. And at the
centre of all attractions was sitting
one of Bangla poetry's most
celebrated poets, Sunil
Gangopadhyay, with his wife
Swati.
That Sunil is on a tour in
Bangladesh with a view to visiting
his birthplace at Maijpara village in
Madaripur has been a talk of the
town during these three or four
days. And thousands of Sunil's
admirers--lovers of his poems,
novels, travelogues and detective
stories--have been after the
slightest opportunity to see the
wizard of words, to get an
autograph as one of the most
precious souvenirs of their life.

At the Gazi Bhaban gathering Sunil
Gangopadhyay was being given a
reception from 'Muldhara’, an
organisation of writers, journalists
and cultural activists. The function
also introduced Razzak Howlader,

Sunil Gangopadhyay

came back to Maijpara for the

again, he found to his great delight
and astonishment that the school

other noted personalities. One day
while reading a book of Sunil
Gangopadhyay, he came to know
that Sunil is from the same village
that he hails from. And it struck
him instantly how absurd it would
be to visit all those foreign places
whereas such a great person has his
home in Bangladesh--his own
country.

So Razzak wrote a letter to Sunil at
his address of Ananda Bazaar. He
however got no reply, and it would
be quite a long time before he will
be able to create any interest in
Sunil. For Sunil was already
detached from the ordinary people
by his star-like stature. Very
interestingly, Razzak, after failing
to get close to Sunil at several
occasions, turned to the poet's
better-half Swati for help. And it is
Swati'di who ultimately convinced
Sunilinto the enterprise.

Sunil expressed his gratitude to
Bangladesh's most popular
novelist Humayun Ahmed for
writing a very hearty welcome note
in the Daily Prothom Alo on May 1
issue. In the write-up, Humayun
proposed to the government of the
country to consider conferring
honorary citizenship to Sunil
Gangopadhyay.

Indeed, Sunil Gangopadhyay is the
poet who has touched
innumerable Bangali poetry-lovers
in their youth by a colossal volume
of poems--all so very romantically
sad and memorable. As child-

NOVERA DEEPITA

O mark the seventh death

anniversary of Ustad Abed

Hossain Khan, the 'Ustad
Ayet Ali Khan Sangeet Niketon'
organised a discussion and classi-
cal instrumental musical
programme at the Goethe Institut
onApril 30.

Two musicians--Deb Prashad
Chakrobarty on the Setar and
Malob Dashgupta on the Tabla--
came from Kolkata that evening to
play with the Bangladeshi musi-
cians. They played Jugalbandi in
Raga Puriya Kalayan. The twin
grand daughters of Abed Hossain
Khan, Afsana and Rukhsana Khan
and their father played along with
the guestartists from Kolkata.

When all were playing the

orchestra wearing red and golden
Panjabees, they enchanted the
audience with the rendition of pure
classical music. A Jugalbandi was
played by the twin grand daughters
in raga Manjh Khambaj. Bhim
Palosriwas played by Rinat Fouzia
on the Setar. Shanjib Majumdar
accompanied her on the Tabla.

Earlier there was a discussion
on the great musician Ustad Abed
Hossain Khan. Famous musician
Shudhin Das spoke about the
contribution of Abed Hossain. He
said, 'Ustad Abed Hossain Khan
taught in the music school, pre-
pared the syllabus of Dhaka Uni-
versity, National University and
Text Book Board. He was also
involved with directing music in
various movies and earned famein
the international field in music
direction through the famous film

titled Nadi O Nari.'

He referred to Ustad Abed
Hossain Khan as anexpertin Setar
and Sarod, and played these
instruments regularly on the radio
and television from its very incep-
tion. 'He received the Ekushey
Padak in 1985 and also got due
honour from differentinstitutes.'

Cultural Secretary Najmul
Ahsan Choudhury and the Chair-
man of Nazrul Institute, Mobarak
Hossain Khan spoke on the occa-
sion. They pointed out that the
practice of classical instrumental
music should be carried on by the
musicians since it acts as a bond-
age ofall music of the world.

a freedom fighter from Maijpara,
who was the architect of this

May 02-17

Alliance Francaise in Dhaka is
hosting an exhibition of Dokra
sculpture on rail platform, woodcut
print works on rail boggy and paper
cut installation on railroad. Entitled
Rail Series, the exhibition consists
of works by artist Matia Banu
Shuku. The show continues until
May 17 everyday from 9 am to 12
pm and 5 pm to 8 pm except

'pilgrimage' for Sunil.

The programme started with two of
Sunil's favourite folk songs of
Bangladesh, 'Amar har kala korlam
re' and 'Amay eto ratey keno dak
dili pran kokilare'. Sunil said that it
is not for the attraction of the
birthplace, rather for the love of
people living in this country, their
hospitality and culture that he has
come to Bangladesh.

Sunil Gangopadhyay left
Bangladesh at the age of 14 around
1944 for staying with his father who

Indian government closed all
schools for one year on ground of
safety. At that time closing of
schools meant end of earning. After
the War Sunil and his family again
went to Kolkata as situation had
improved by then, and this time for
good. For after only two years there
would be the saddening Partition
of the great Indian subcontinent
into two countries based on
religion--India and Pakistan. And
this would bring the inevitable halt
to any possibilities of returning for
the Gangulis.

During that one-year stay in
Maijpara in 1945, Sunil got

is still there, much more developed
than it had been in his times. He
also found a pond exactly as it was
before. Sunil expressed his utter
ecstasy at the warmth he has
received from people everywhere
he has visited. He said that people
of his village cordially invited him
to stay and live in the village for the
rest of his life. 'They even offered
melands and houses,' he said.

Razzak Howlader narrated how
this remarkable event came to take
place after a long time it had first
come into his mind. Razzak, who is
settled in Montreal in Canada, has

May Day for the mass

litterateur Ali Imam put it, 'Sunil is
our most favourite poet after
Rabindranath Tagore and
BuddhadevBasu.'

This year will certainly remain very
remarkable in the life of Sunil
Gangopadhyay. For the year marks
50th anniversary of the little
magazine Krittibas, which saw its
publication by Sunil in the
monsoon of 1953. This year the
poet will get 70. And this year he
came back to his homeland, his
birthplace, his roots, may be for a
short while but obviously
achieving a great impact. The year

CULTURE DESK

ANTASY Kingdom observed
the historical May Day by

build the country.

Fantasy Kingdom offered a
special gift of 'free entry' for the

performed for the audience.

Besides, famous band
Prometheus gave a concert of its

Saturday. was then teaching at a school in  aqmission into a school where he  an interest in visiting places where ~ 2003 will remain memorable also heldi ¥ people on this occasion. popular tracks.
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