DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 1, 2003

Reception
May 01

Muldhara, an organisation of
journalists, litterateurs and cultural
activists, will arrange a reception for
the eminent poet and novelist Sunil
Gangopaddhyay, who is recently
on tour in Bangladesh. The
programme will take place at the
10th floor of the Gazi Bhaban at 41
Naya Paltan at 6 p.m. The poet will
read his poems for the audience.

Seminar

May 01

Drishtipat Natya Dal will hold a
seminar and cultural programme on
occasion of the May Day at the
Central Shahid Minar at 4 p.m.

Exhibition

May 02-08

An exhibition of artist Mahbub
Kamran's artworks will start at the
Novera Hall of the National
Museum from May 2. Entitled
Smritir Protibimba, the exhibition is
held by publication houses Ghash
Phul Nodi and Magnum Opus. The
show will be inaugurated at 4 p.m.

April 25-May 01

On its tenth  anniversary,
Expressions Ltd., an advertisement
company has organised six-day
long art exhibition at Gallery
Chitrak, Rd# 4, house # 21,
Dhanmondi R/A.  The exhibit
features work by the lone Pata artist
of the country Shombhu Acharya.
The show continues through May 1
everyday from 10 amto 8 pm.

Anniversary

May 03

Chhayanaut celebrates the birth
centennary of poet Jasimuddin at
the Shawkat Osman auditorium of
the Public Library. The programme
startsat 7 p.m.

Music festival

April 30-May 02

Bangladesh Rabindra Sangeet
Shilpi Shangstha holds a 3-day
festival of Rabindra Sangeet at the
Shishu Academy auditorium.
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CULTURE

@he Daily Star

Folk music of Banglades

Lest we forget our cultural roots

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

HE folk songs are an inher-
ent treasure of Bangladesh.
Folk songs reflect the way of
life and culture of the rural
people. The rivers, the meadows,
the tributaries the paddy fields, the
faith and festivity of people--all
havearole to playin such songs.

The folk songs are based on the
hopes and frustrations of the
young heart and are mostly cen-
tered around their longing for the
beloved. These songs all around
the world speak about the day to
day life, joy and sorrow of the
common people. But it is not lim-
ited to love songs only -- it
expresses the life and culture of
differentregions too.

Folk songs acquire a flavour
and aroma of the rural folks, there-
fore particular area depicts songs

which are distinguished from those
ofanotherregion.

When speaking about the folk
songs of our country, we find
mainly five different kinds of folk
songs. The gambhira, bhawaia,
bhatiali, baul and jhumur. The
legendary artists of folk songs of
Bengal were Abbasuddin Ahmed,
Kanai Lal Shil, Romesh Shil, Abdul
Alim, Nirmolendu Chowdhury,
Khoda Boksh Shai, Gumani
Dewan. Purno Dash Baul is the
living legend in the field of baul
songs.

Bhatiali songs are sung on the
riverine areas of eastern
Mymensingh and the low lands of
Sylhet and Comilla. These tunes
reflect the ever-flowing rivers and
streams. The tunes are very melo-
dious, often sad and the vocalist
usually has to stretch his tune for a
long time withoutinterval.

'Been'--the snake charmer’s flute--is an integral instrument for the Jhapan songs.
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Bhatiali songs are mostly based
on raga Bhatiar. This raga when
transformed into folk pattern takes
the shape of Bhatiali tune. Bhatiali
tunes have the common tendency
to reach the peak. 'The songs',
according to Professor Karunamoy
Goswami', ' are often inter linked
with the Baul variety.' The Bhatiali
songs of Barisal are often known as
a pure variety, whereas in the
Mymensingh and Sylhet areas it is
at times a mixture of Baul tunes
too. The songs of Radharomon of
Sylhet and Jalaluddin of
Mymensingh greatly depict such
styles.

Through this tune, the sorrow
and frustration of a lover is deep-
ened. The songs are mostly based
on the boatmen who ply on the
riverine countryside. The open-
ness of the river, the wide expanse
of the sky all have a magical effect
and is fully expressed in these
songs.

The Bhawaia songs are the
songs of the northern districts of
Bangladesh. Here one notices the
use of bullock carts as means of
transport. In these songs the tunes
follow the trends of the wheels of
these carts, rolling awkwardly over
the broken earthen roads.

Hence the tunes consist of vocal
pattern which breaks with artificial
modulation atregular intervals.

Bhawaia songs are mostly
humorous in nature and based on
the moishalsor the cart drivers. But
the heart breaking tunes often
depict thelonely heart of the young
brides too. The passionate tunes
are often filled with the theme of
the young brides who miss their
own family circle after marriage
and pine to return to their family.

The Gombhira songs are pre-
sented in a different setting. These
songs are popular in northern
district of Chapai Nawabganj. Here
the songs are set in the form of
question and answer between a
wise grandfather and his grandson,
both coming from the rural back-
ground. The villagers learn a lot
about modern trends of the city be
it education, medicine or politics
from the lyrical conversation. Both
the grandpa and grandson wear
the traditional dress of the farmers-
-a lungi, a vest and straw hats and

The grandfather and the grandson are the two popular characters of the
Gombhira.

bells on their legs. The participants
sitting side by side usually repre-
sent the villagers and sing in cho-
rus.

The Baul songs are devotional
in spirit. The presenters are called
bauls too. They develop a mystical
relationship with God and bear a
philosophy of their own, explain-
ing the metaphysical basis of
human life. The lyrics are symbolic
in nature mostly drawn from the
making and functioning of human
body. These baul songs have an
enchanting style. The bauls deny
the traditional rituals and beliefs of
thereligion. They proclaim that the
human body is the abode of the
Almighty rather than the temple or
the mosque.

Bauls live the life of the gypsies
and pass on the message to the
different communities from time
totime.

Fakir Lalon Shah was the most
illustrious Baul poet of Bengal.
Hason Raja of Sylhet, Radha
Romon, Urkum Shah, Siraj Shai,
Jalal Uddin Khan and a countless
others lived at different regions at
different times with different
musical styles of Baul songs. The
dotaara is a typical instrument
used in these songs. Karunamoy
Goswami pointed, 'Rabindranath
Tagore blended baul song with
raga forms and created a style,
which had animpact on the level of

sophistication and influence on
the musical creativity. Tagore used
Bauls song in patriotic and other
songs.'

The Jhumur song is sung along

the coal mine areas of Burdwan by
the Santal people. These songs are
quite different and the beat is
fascinating too. The songs are
mostly sung in off beat, as if drool-
ing away in sleep. Bamboo pipes
and madol or drums are used as
musical instruments in these
songs. Kazi Nazrul Islam stayed at
the Santal villages and collected
these tunes and introduced these
melodies which were completely
unknown form in Bangla music. He
composed about 150 folk songs in
his collection ranging from
Jhumur, Jhapan to Bhatiali,
Bhawaia and Baul. He used these
forms in his film and musical
sketches and gained wide popular-
ity too.

Jhapan songs are prevalent
among the snake charmers. These
peoplelive anomadiclife. Theylive
on boat and wander from place to
place and live by selling roots and
herbs and by showing the snake
dancesto the people. They perform
their own songs when they put up
their show of snakes. The songs are
mostly written on the snake god-

dess Mansa and the story of Chand
Sawdagar who was a victim of
disobedience to the snake goddess.

Folk songs are so central to our
culture thatitis a shame that works
of brilliant folk artistes such as
Abbasuddin, Abdul Alim, Nina
Hamid, Ferdousi Rahman,
Mostofa Zaman Abbasi or the new
generation favorites such as Kiron
Chandra Shaha, Farida Perveen or
Bipul are not preserved properly.
The songs of the artistes of yester-
years along with the popular art-
istes of today are a national trea-
sure. Our rich folk culture should
be presented with renewed vigour.

Re-launching of cassettes and
CD's and the preservation of old
records still available at the radio
and TV centres should be the first
priority. Along with this, connois-
seurs who have a large collection
should be contacted and the tapes
should be taken care of, lest we risk
locking away our proud heritage to
longlost memories.
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Bauls and their heritage have acheived a remarkable place in the hearts of the youmg and old alike, thanks to the

electronic media.
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