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RECOMMENDATIONS

it i
Exhibition
April 25- 30

A joint art Exhibition by Nasrin
Rahman and Pongkus Kumar Roy
at the Zainul Gallery 2, Institute of
Fine Arts, University of Dhaka starts
from 2-8 pm everyday from the 25"
to 30" of April. Dr. Abdus Sattar,
Director, Institute of fine art, Univer-
sity of Dhaka will be inaugurating

the exhibition on the 25" of April at
4:30 pm.

Recitation

April 30

There will be a publication cere-
mony of the third collection of
poems by Brother Jarlath D' Souza.
Various poems on the Iraq war will
be recited at the Green Herald
International School,
Mohammedpur. The recitations will
be held from 5:00 pm on the 30" of
April.

Exhibition

April 25-May 01

On its tenth  anniversary,
Expressions Ltd., an advertisement
company has organised six-day
long art exhibiion at Gallery
Chitrak. The exhibit features work
by the lone Pata artist of the country
Shombhu  Acharya.  Professor
Anisuzzaman will inaugurate the
exhibition at 5.30 p.m. on April 25.
The show continues through May 1
everyday from 10 amto 8 pm.

April 25-30

The first solo painting exhibition of
Samia Samad Shanta, will be held
at Shilpangan art gallery, at House-
25, Road -5, Dhanmondi
Residential Area, from April 25-30.

Nree

April 13- 28

Nree is holding a photography and
research work exhibition on Kantaji
Temple and Nayabad Mosque of
Dinajpur at the La Galarie of
Alliance Francaise de Dacca. The
exhibition will run everyday from 9
a.m. 12.00p.m. and 5-8p.m. and 5-
8p.m. on Saturdays.

CULTURE

Thought-provoking pottery

Sohel Rana's ceramics exhibition at Zainul gallery

Fayza HAQ

S OHEL Rana giving his reason for
going into ceramics says, "The
three dimensional variations that I can
bring here cannot be obtained in
painting, atleast not by me. In thisI can
turn and move the material at my will. I
have brought in forms which are
related to the folk motif. I have tried to
bring the human figure into pottery in
different ways, specially showing,
dancing movements. I have combined
stoneware and lead glaze to give the
greenish tint, which I believe is
unusual. Most of what you see are my
Masters experimental work and I have
completed my studies at the Fine Arts
Institute in 2002. My department
teachers Syed Talukdar and Moron
Chand Pal have guided me in my work."
Asked why he had given the particular
title to his exhibition, he explained that
this was because he felt that he worked
with all his heart and soul as he went
abouthis efforts with clay.

At his exhibition "Soul and soil" at
the Zainul Gallery there was a pottery
piece with a woman's figure with
twining necklace on the top in blue and

Sohel Rana

gray. Below came her bare midriff and
her drape of clothes. Her skirt was
striped and dotted. This was actually a
vase in blue, brown and the basic
colour of cream. Another ceramic
creation had also the figure of awoman,
being basically a vase. It was cream and
washed with blue which dripped to the
bottom. A jug had the motif of the "ek-
tara" player and on it were painted
motifs of music instrument, a "dhol"
and a "tabla" along with an earthen
vessel hanging from a jute "chikka"
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which were done in blue. There were
more decorative lines at the bottom.
Another one had the top like an open-
ing flower bearing splashes of blue,
black and the basic beige colour. Alittle
basket, done in orange, cobalt blue and
pale blue crescent motifs with simple
motifs at the sides was also eye catch-
ing.

In another vase one found an open-
ing like some flowering bud, while the
body had swirls of gray and brown
against the beige background. Another
vase had a zigzag forms in brown and
blue-gray against the pale beige back-
ground. The stripes were in brown and
blue-green. Yet another vase we saw a
straight side matched with a semi oval
end. In between were forms gray,

brown and beige and navy blue.
Another such creation with strokes in
variations of green, yellow and brown,

contained rectangular shapes and
squares in blue and brown. A show
piece contained folk motifs that
included kites, boats, butterflies,
flowers, male and female human forms.
This was done in blue and brown
against beige. One found a pineapple
shape with its leaves that formed
another curio. It could also be taken for
a flower. The large fleshy thorny leaves
and a part of the prickled body of the

fruit were to be seen.

An abstract figure suggesting a
human form was seen in another
creation. It had been done in brown
and blue green. On it were painted
boats, sky with clouds, trees and grass.
Another had stripes in variations of
blue, brown and gray on beige. Yet
another abstract human form was
brought in the next creation. This had
been decorated with stripes of blue,
brown and splashes of grass and circu-
larlines. A mask with horrifying depic-
tion of eyes, nose and teeth, with two
horns at two ends was also found at the
exhibit. This was in gray and brown.
The figure of a cat, complete with eyes,
ears and whiskers, was included in
another composition.

Abdus Sattar, the Director of the
Institute of Fine Arts says, "Sohel Rana
has joined several important work-

shops organized by Shilpakala Acad-
emy, Biswa Shahitya Kendra, National
Book Centre and Dhaka University
Film Society. These earned him varied
experience which helped increase his
creative endeavour. His way of adding
glazes on vases are notably attractive. It
shows clearly that he has managed to
come out of the conventional pottery
practice."
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John Osborne on stage

Space and Acting Research Centre

performs Look Back In Anger

CULTURE DESK

PACE and Acting Research
Centre (SARC), a renowned

main stream theatre

organisation based in Bangladesh,
founded in 1991, is involved in
contemporary theatre practices,
research and performances, studies
according to oriental and occidental
cultural anthropology. They
performed Look back In Anger by
John Osborne at Goethe Institut
Dhaka on April 23. Through this
production SARC tries to establish
the universality of drama, which can
cross the boundary of time, distance
and language.

In Britain, the most historical
event was the production of Look
Back In Anger in 1956. The play indi-
cates the basis for the label 'Angry
young men', a group of youth who
voiced the resentment of the youth
againstatom bomb war.

Look Back In Anger is the story of
Jimmy Porter, his wife Alison, his
friend Cliff Lewis and Alison's friend
Helena Charles. Although the play
concerns four persons, Jimmy Porter
is the most dominating character in
the play who makes all the most
important speeches with an intellec-
tual content. He is a complex person-
ality, while others are comparatively
simple. Jimmy is the angry young
man who is deeply dissatisfied with
life. Jimmy is unable to reconcile with
his environment and with the people
around him.

The action of the play takes place
in a flat of Midland. The occupants of
this flat are Jimmy Porter, his wife
Alison Porter and Jimmy's friend Cliff
Lewis. Jimmy and his friend are men
from working class, while Alison
comes from an upper middle class
family, which leads to the social
disparity between the husband and
the wife.

Everyone inthis story tries to
achieve his own individual identity.

Forhad Hossain Shaown and Rawshan Shimu in a scene from
Look Back In Anger.

So they continue fighting with the
Orthodox rules, but no one can cross
the boundary. The most important
thing in the play is that it carries a
global human relation, fragmenta-
tion caused by capitalism, and
sociopolitical isolation. The internal
crisis of the play expresses love,
passion, illusion, in which no one is
contented.

The play is translated and directed
by Ashis Khondker. The translation is
very good but the direction needs
extra beat of rhythm. Nowadays
when stage drama is struggling for its
existence with satellite culture, the
direction should be more profes-

sional.

The drama has five characters of
which four are vital. Roushan Shimu
as Alison Porter has acted very natu-
ral, she looks very familiar with the
character. Forhad Hossain Shaown's
Performance is better but he should
be loud in delivering dialogues. Cliff
Lewis another important character
performed by NM Abdullah Al-
Mamun should be more easy on
stage.

The stage design was appreciable.
It's a very good piece of work, to bring
the atmosphere of 1960. It would be
better if the dress were designed
according to the fashion of that time.
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Tango & Cash

OnHBO, at10.00 p.m.

Ray Tango and Gabriel Cash are narcotics detectives who,
while both being extremely successful, can't stand each
other. Crime Lord Yves Perret, furious at the loss of
income that Tango and Cash have caused him, frames the
two for murder. Caught with the murder weapon on the
scene of the crime, the two have alibi. Thrown into prison
with most of the criminals they helped convict, it appears
that they are going to have to trust each other if they are to
clear their names and catch the evil Perret.
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