DHAKA TUESDAY APRIL 22,2003

{

RECOMMENDATIONS

Anniversary

April 26

Kranti, a reputed cultural group,
celebrates its 37th foundation
anniversary at the auditorium of the
National Museum. A cultural show
will be given by Udichi, Wrishiz,
Kanthashilon, Dibya,
Shangeetayon and other artists.
The programme starts at 5 p.m.

Poetry

April 23

The Embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran will hold a poetry
evening on the occasion of the
Chehlom of the Holy Martyrdom of
Hazrat Imam Hossain (AS). Poet
Asad Chowdhury will preside over
the programme to be held at the
Cultural Counsellor's Office
auditorium starting at 4.30 p.m.

Nree

April 13-28

Nree is holding a photography and
research work exhibition on Kantaji
Temple and Nayabad Mosque of
Dinajpur at the La Galarie of
Alliance Francaise de Dacca. The
exhibition will run everyday from 9
a.m. 12.00p.m. and 5-8p.m. and 5-
8p.m. on Saturdays.

Theatre
April 17-23
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
organises a week-long staging of
drama by the theatre groups
outside Dhaka at the Shawkat
Osman Memorial Auditorium of the
Public Library. The shows start
everyday at 7 p.m. The schedules
ofthe plays are as follows:
April22Dadur Chhori by
Antarango Natygoshthi, Rajshahi
April 23 Champa O Shat Bhai
by Prakritojan, Bogra.
Exhibition
April 25
The first solo painting exhibition of
Samia Samad Shanta, will be held
at Shilpangan art gallery, at House-
25, Road -5, Dhanmondi
Residential Area, from April 25-30.

Pre-Satyajit era of

Indian cinema: Part-Il
Chalachitram film society  will
screen films of pre- Satyajit era of
Indian films at Goethe Institut,
German Cultural Centre, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi Residential
Area on 21 and 22 April.The
scheduleis as follows:|

22 April:

4.p.m. Chandralekha

6.45p.m. Andaaz

Of rivers, waterfalls and roses

Samia Samad Shanta's solo exhibition at "Shilpangan”

Fayza HAQ

AMIA Samad Shanta's solo
exhibition, which opens at
"Shilpangan" on 25" April,
comprises of 50 oil paintings, most

with the message of peace and har-
mony. Whether they be landscapes,

Samia Samad Shanta

seascapes or nature, most have an
integral tranquilizing element in them.
Shanta has been painting now for over
ten years, studying at Swapan
Chowdhury's "Nandan Shilpa Kendra"
till 1990 and then continuing for some
months with Rosy Welch at Dallas,
USA. She has also taken lessons from
Mustafa Manwar, Mashuk Helal of
"Bichitra", and Maqsuduzzaman of
"Jailjai Din". She prefers to do land-
scapes and still life to other subjects.
She does her work in oil as she finds it
much more convenient than water-
colour. She also enjoys cutting and
pasting that collage involves. At first,
when she had to put delicate outlines, it
was difficult for her but now she has
overcome this problem. She also
hesitates to do human or any living
figures as one of her overly religious
aunts has turned her mind against this.

About the painting on Niagara Falls,
which brings in the water its foam, the
rocks, trees and blue skies beyond, she
says that she has actually visited this
place and has been inspired by it. She
was guided by some photographs of
this place taken by her family. The
white giant splashes of the water along

with the intermingling brown of the
rocks and collected clear blue water of
the water on top and below matching
with the turquoise sky above present a
picturesque scene indeed.
"Kalboishakhi" storm comprises of
splashes of blue on top which merge
green, red, brown and red in the centre
and below giving a vivid impression of
an angry stormy sky.

"Sunset on a sea beach" has inter-
esting strokes of yellow ochre, burnt
umber and gray to bring in the sky with
the gold disc of the sun in the centre.
Below is the vast expanse of the water
in shades of green, blue, gray and
yellow. A few curved lines suggest
humans passing by. Below is the
reflection of the sky on the water.
"Sunset" again brings in the gorgeous
colours of the sky in parallel bars,
zigzags and blotches of mauve, orange,
vermilion, gold and royal blue. The sky
appears like the brilliant plumage of
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some exotic bird of paradise. "Rough
sea" contains the depiction of beautiful
cascading waves in shades of blue
ranging from pale turquoise to steel
blue touched with foamy white of the
gathering salty froths. In front is the
dramatic black sea beach and to the

Flowers

side are rocks containing a bent bare
branched tree seen against a flamingo
pink and yellow sky. Splashes of gray
green and blue clouds float on the pale
sky.

"Flood 1998" brings in the devasta-
tion by flooding in a village, where
sweeps of water have engulfed the
human existence and the natural
growth. In the distance are seen the
tops of thatched huts and trees seen
against a pale blue sky. This is one of
the few paintings in which the ugliness
of reality has crept in. The same theme
is seen in "Flood" where the gray
expanse of the sky is seen against the
overwhelming blue-green flood waters
within which are seen five brown
thatched tops of houses floating in the
waves.

"Midnightroses" bringinabunch of
flowers in pastel shades and orange
with their accompanying bottle-green
leaves seen against a brown flat back-
ground. The white flecks on the flowers
make them appear like candy floss.
"Flowers" is similarly a presentation of
rich hued blossoms seen on a blue and
green vase. "A flowering tree" has all
the delicacy of Japanese prints in the
presentation of a spring of pink flowers
with their branches and leaves seen
against a pale jade setting. "Aajihey
Bashanta" is a curious composition of
exotic birds, bursts of blossoms ,fruits
and fleshyleaves.

Apart from painting, Shanta enjoys
dancing and cooking.

CULTURE

The Baily Star

A new trend in Nazrul Sangeet

Singer Leena Taposhi Khan brings out her
3rd album with visual of five songs

HARUN UR RASHID

USIC video hasn't been
quite common in the
music scene of the coun-

try except for in some of the recent
productions in band music. A few
songs from genres like Rabindra and
Nazrul Sangeet, patriotic songs were
however produced by the now-
defunct Ekushey Television. It is
nevertheless conceivable that the
trend, still young as it is, hasn't
acquired high professional standard.

This was observed in the visual of
five Nazrul songs performed by young
singer Leena Taposhi Khan although
the singer excels in her own field.
Entitled Prokriti O Gaan, the music
video was premiéred at the Russian
Cultural Centre on April 18. The
occasion also saw the release of
Leena's third Nazrul Sangeet album
Khelichho E Biswa Loye.

Eminent Nazrul scholar Dr.

Rafiqul Islam and Nazrul Sangeet
specialist Khalid Hossain ceremoni-
ally unwrapped the CD cover of the
album containing 12 songs. Chair-
man, Bangladesh Telecommunica-
tion Regulatory Commission, Syed
Margub Morshed was the chief guest
at the programme. Among others
reputed Nazrul artiste Shabnam
Mushtary, TV drama producer Atiqul
Haque Chowdhury were present at
theevent.

Prokriti O Gaan, directed by Sajjad
Rahman, contains five songs--Bhiru e
moner koli, Momo mayamoi, Keno
ano phulodore, Jak na nishi gaaney
gaaney, and Khelichho e biswa loye.
The video seems little professional for
its use in one song of a male model,
who appeared stiff and uneasy. The
director should have thought of a real
professional model. Leena too does-
n'tlookvery camera-free herself.

Leena's album Khelichho E Biswa
Loye, however, is a good production
with Leena's maturing performance.
Tracks include Jani jani priyo, Tumi ki
ashibey na, Dur azaaner dhwoni,
Keno ano phulodore, Bhiru e moner
koli, Momo mayamoi, Shawono
raatey jodi, Jak na nishi gaaney
gaaney, Hey Partho-sharothi, Amar
jabar shomoy holo, Momo modhur
minoti and the titular Kelichho e
biswa loye

Telefilm

Shakur Majid in a new role

CULTURE DESK

IRA Media and View Finder
have jointly produced
dramatist Shakur Majid's

Boirati as a telefilm. Successful author
of Londoni Koinnya and Naioree,
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Mahfuz and co-artists flanked in two scenes from Boirati.

Shakur Majid starts career as a director
with this present production. Mahfuz
Ahmed, Srabonti and about twenty
theatre artists performed in this drama.

This drama is written in the local
dialect of Sylhet.
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Boirati tried to bring the local
culture to greater audience.

It contains seven local wedding
songs. Sujeo Shyam directs the music
ofthis telefilm.
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