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RECOMM%NDATIONS

Exhibition

April 16-20

5-15 years old children participate
in an exhibition of paintings
entitled We Don't Want War
starting at the Drik Gallery.The
display of around 42 art-works--
painting, collage, and cartoon--is
open for visitors everyday from 3
to 8 p.m.

CD launch

April 18

Singer Lina Taposhi Khan will
launch her third album of Nazrul
Sangeet entitled Khelichho E
Biswa Loye at the Russian
Cultural Centre. The function will
start at 4.30 p.m.

Poetry

April 23

The Embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran will hold a poetry
evening on the occasion of the
Chehlom of the Holy Martyrdom of
Hazrat Imam Hossain (AS). Poet
Asad Chowdhury will preside over
the programme to be held at the
Cultural Counsellor's Office
auditorium starting at 4.30 p.m.

Calligraphy

April 13-20

On occasion of Bangla Nabo
Barsha, Bangladesh Calligraphy
Academy has for the first time
arranged an exhibition of Bangla
calligraphy at the Sculptor Novera
Hall of the National Museum.
Artists Arifur Rahman, Mubasswir
Majumdar, Rafiqullah Gazali, Ha
Mim Kefayetullah, Ferdous Ara
Ahmed and Masum Akhter have
participated in the exhibition.

Nree

April 13-28

Nree is holding a photography and
research work exhibition on Kantaji
Temple and Nayabad Mosque of
Dinajpur at the La Galarie of
Alliance Francaise de Dacca. The
exhibition will run everyday from 9
a.m. 12.00p.m. and 5-8p.m. and 5-
8p.m. on Saturdays.

Theatre
April17-23
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
organises a week-long staging of
drama by the theatre groups
outside Dhaka at the Shawkat
Osman Memorial Auditorium of the
Public Library. The shows start
everyday at 7 p.m. The schedules
ofthe plays are as follows:
April 18 Padmo Parer Galpo by
Sonali Natyogoshthi, Pirojpur
April19Kazi Kripon Ali by
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If flowers are what you fancy

Iffat Ara Dewan talks about her work

Fayza HAQ

fourth solo exhibition at Bengal

Gallery, says, "Art has always
been one of my favourite subject
during my school days. I have always
wanted to go into fine arts but earlier
never went about it. About 12 years
ago, I took my child's crayons and
writing pad and began my career in the
art world in that manner. At first [ was
doing the cover for my LP. Abul Khair,
my patron, had suggested that I work
on it. This was my first serious project
in the art world. I did an art piece that
was used as an LP cover. When I had
collected some works gradually, I had
my first solo in 1992, my medium
being chalk pastels. I've tried my hand
with oils but it takes longer and is more
complicated. Again, the smell of
turpentine hampers my throat, and so
my singing, which is my primary forte.
I've had three other solo exhibitions,
the first at Goethe Institut in 1992, the
second was in 1997 at Divine Art
Gallery, the third was in Singapore in
2000 at Gallery Belvidere."

Dewan says that she does not feel
inferior to other artists who have
academic qualification in that field
even though she would like to learn
techniques that one needs to acquire
from experienced artists. However,
she says that she has confidence that if
shetries she can makeitonher own.

She says, that as one sees, she is
obsessed with flowers although she
has never analyzed why but she
believes that this is probably because
flowers, which are graceful, bring out
the beauty all around us. "Their colour
and grace move me in a profound way
so that I feel like painting them.
Through my paintings, where I have
reached now, I have basically got my
maturity through my singing. I was
singing professionally for over 30 years
now and paintingfor 12 years."

Dewan says, "I paint for myself
basically, and then if someone likes it
isabonus. Iwould like to do my work
in the morning as the morning light is
the best but I don't get the time for it
then. I'm usually busy practicing my
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usually work in the afternoon. I have
music on in the background and this
comprises of sitar or 'santur' or some
of my own songs. I finish my work at
one go because if there is a break it
destroys the continuity."

"I have my inspirations basically by
looking at the paintings of the masters
of the past, specially the Impression-

ists, such as Van Gogh, Monet, Manet
and Matisse. I love to go through their
paintings in the books that I possess.
Whenever I have gone overseas I have
tried to see as many art museums as I
can. Here in Bangladesh, I have not
spent much time in examining the
works of our senior painters although I
have seen them whenever I have had
the opportunity, such as those of
Zainul Abedin, Quamrul Hassan and
Mohammed Kibria, and they do move
me immensely. As for women artists of
our country, I like the paintings of
Rokeya Sultana," says Dewan.

Asked to comment on some of her
work which are apparently naive,
Dewan says, "My charcoal drawings of
birds and furniture are included in the
exhibition to lend variety to my work.
Even if I'm not that good in drawing
the interior of houses, when I've
spoken to senior painters, I 'm told
that they like them. My sketch of the
birds was appreciated by Shafiuddin
ages back and Ferdousi Priobhashini
has taken one of them and tells me that
visitors to her sitting room long to own
that sketch. They may appear some-

what naive but I'm proud to present
them asI'know that they are admired."

Talking about why she preferred to
use the chalk pastels rather than
anything else, Dewan says, "I've tried
to paint with oils but I'm not comfort-
able with them. I have always been
fascinated with coloured chalk butitis
onlyrecently thatI'verealized thatone
can seriously do art work with chalk
pastels which are quick and easy to use
so that you can complete one work at
onesitting."

Asked if her music, in anyway,
affect her passion for her fine art work
with pastels, "Maybe unconsciously it
does, both being creative, and being
related to one another. I wouldn't like
to do anything else rather than sing
and paint."”

Commenting on the time that she
gives to her art work, Dewan says," I'm
not all that regular about the sketches
that I make. I sing every day but don't
paint everyday. Sometimes weeks go
bybeforeIsitwith my colour pastels.”

Not many artists can speak freely
about their work as Iffat Ara Dewan
can.
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Twenty years of celebrating

Nabo Barsha

CULTURE DESK

ULTURAL group Wrishiz Shilpi
Goshthi achieved a remarkable
milestone this Pahela
Baishakh: it celebrated the Bangla New
Year for the twentieth time. Expressing
fellowship with the people of the
country, like many other organisations,
Wrishiz Shilpi Goshthi organised a
celebration of the Bangla New Year on
April 14 at the entrance of the Shishu
Park atShahbagh.
'Stop war, protect humans--our
songs are for peace'--holding this
slogan atop, Wrishiz dedicated the

cultural show in memory of recently
deceased cultural personalities actor
Gulam Mustafa and singer Nilufer
Yasmin. Wrishiz was joined by other
cultural groupsin the city.

Reputed poet Fayez Ahmed declared
the inauguration of the programme. A
short session of speeches preceded the
main cultural show, in which Fayez
Ahmed, General Secretary of Udichi
Mahmud Selim, GS of Kranti Mahmudul
Haider Mohon, lyricist Asheque

Mahmud, former gano-sangeet per-
former Monirul Alam and Wrishiz

President Fakir Alamgir spoke against
war.

All senior and younger artistes of
Wrishiz performed in the cultural show.
Among the seniors were present Abdul
Jabbar, Subir Nandi, Dr. Arupratan
Chowdhury and fakir Alamgir.From 7 in
the morning up to about 10, several
hundreds of people were coming and
joining the gathering despite the usual

heat and humid weather of Baishakh.

On this occasion Shah Cement
Industries Ltd. declared Shah Cement
Honorarium Medals 1410 for excellence
in cultural fields. Abdul Jabbar, Subir
Nandi, Dr. Arupratan Chowdhury, Mina
Barua, Shoma Ray, Farzana Mili
received medals in music, organiser
Shahdat Hossain Nipu, Wrishiz, Kranti,
lyricist Asheque Mahmud and Fakir
Alamgir received medals for organising
activities.

| Music i

The colours of Geeta

CULTURE DESK

EETANJALI held a music
performance on spring songs
recently. The group pre-

sented a number of Rabindra songs on

the season at the Shawkat Osman
Memorial Auditorium of the Public
Library. Entitled Rang Lagaley Boney
Boney, the programme was dedicated to
the hope of peace in the world at a time
whenitis threatened by the onslaught of
war.

The performance started with the
playing of the Basant Bahar on the
setaar in accompaniment of Lahara on
the fabla. 'Ananter baani tumi Basanter
madhuri utshabey' was the first song to
be sung in chorus by Geetanjali. The
second one--'Nabo Basanter daner
dali/Enechhi toderi dwarey'--was also a
chorus by the female singers. Some
more numbers were then performed by
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njali

some very famous songs of the great
poet like 'Basant tor shesh korey dey
ranga', 'Aaj khela bhangar khela khelbi
aay', 'Jokhon prothom dhorechhey koli
amar mollika boney', 'Amar praner

The programme marked coming
together of some senior singers with the
younger ones. And it also provided the
music lovers of the city with opportunity
of getting some musical refreshment at

Natyam, Khulna singing early in the mornings. So I Dolon Champa in a glass vase individual artistes. The soiree included porey choley gelokey?' this hotand humid time of year.
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