
FROM PAGE 1

made the difference on a slow wicket.  

India rested their captain Saurav 

Ganguly injured left-arm paceman 

Zaheer Khan and off-spinner Harbhajan 

Singh. Besides, hard-hitting Yuvraj 

Singh had to withdraw at the last minute 

because he was running a high tempera-

ture. 

The result sealed India's place in the 

April 20 final with a game in hand 

against South Africa. 

Bangladesh on the other hand were 

eliminated from the race before going 

into their final match against the South 

Africans at the same venue today. 

Despite three consecutive defeats, 

Bangladesh can be satisfied that they 

achieved some semblance of consis-

tency in their batting. They crossed the 

200-run barrier for the second time in a 

row after the 211 against South Africa on 

Monday.

Habibul Bashar scored 50 and 

veteran Akram Khan struck 35 to lay the 

foundation of a fighting Bangladesh 

total after Mahmud won his first toss in 

the tournament. 

Opener Mehrab Hossain made up 

for his first-match duck against the 

same opponents last Friday with a 

stroke-filled 30. 

But the lone one-day centurion of 

Bangladesh owed a lot to Dinesh 

Mongia, who dropped the right-hander 

twice early on. 

Mahmud also continued his good 

form with a 29-ball 23. 

But Bangladesh failed to launch their 

innings in the way they did against 

South Africa the other night mainly due 

to the early dismissal of young sensation 

Mohammad Ashraful. 

The half-centurion Ashraful had the 

misfortune of dragging an Ajit Agarkar 

delivery on to his stumps after scoring 

only seven. Before that he hit a glorious 

four against Aavisker Salvi in the first 

over that yielded 11 runs. 

Javed Omar was again disappoint-

ing. Batting at number four for a change, 

the right-hander offered a simple return 

catch off off-spinner Sarandeep Singh 

after making one. 

A l o k  K a p a l i ,  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  

Bangladesh's crisis man, also struggled. 

After facing 25 balls and scoring just 

nine, the talented right-hander spooned 

an easy catch at short fine-leg to Mongia 

while trying to sweep Sarandeep. 

Bashar and Akram shared 46 runs for 

the fifth wicket. Although it was the 

highest partnership of the innings, 

Bangladesh lost the momentum once 

Bashar threw his wicket after complet-

ing his sixth half- century and with the 

score on 124 in 35 overs. 

When the situation demanded 

Bashar to make up for the slow scoring 

that saw Bangladesh adding only 46 

runs in the last 14 overs, the elegant 

right-hander shocked the crowd with an 

outrageous aerial shot against Agarkar. 

Known as big hitter and a good 

player of spin, Akram was also looking 

very uncomfortable at the crease. He 

struck only four boundaries in 61 balls. 

Bangladesh's eventual total was 

mainly due to a plucky knock of 15 by 

Tapas Baishya, who added 25 valuable 

runs with fellow tail-ender Tareq Aziz 

for the last wicket. 

Agarkar was the pick of the Indian 

bowlers with three for 36. 

Acting Indian captain Virender 

Sehwag gave his side a flying start with a 

run-a-ball 43. He put on 69 runs with 

Gautam Gambhir for the first wicket. 

Gambhir put behind his earlier 

failures with a man-of-the-match 

performance. The southpaw scored 71 

off 89 balls that included nine bound-

aries. 

Wicketkepper Parthiv Patel, batting 

at number three, scored 27. Besides, 

Mohammad Kaif, who hit an unbeaten 

95 against the Proteas in the previous 

match, made 20. 

Mohammed Rafique troubled the 

Indian batsmen with his left-arm spin, 

but he deserved more than his 2-42.
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national flag. 

The Awami League (AL) and its front 

organisations have taken up elaborate 

programmes to mark the day. 

Party chief Sheikh Hasina will place 

a wreath at the Mujibnagar Mausoleum 

at 10:30am, a press release said.

She will also address a public rally 

there. 

In the capital, AL central leaders will 

place wreaths at the portrait of Sheikh 

Mujib at the Bangabandhu Memorial 

Museum in the city's Dhanmondi area 

at 7:30am. 

The AL will also hoist the national 

and party flags atop the Museum and all 

its offices. 

The party will hold a discussion in 

front of the Museum at 4:00pm. 

In a message on the eve of the 

occasion, Sheikh Hasina, who is also 

the Leader of the Opposition, said the 

exiled government's contribution to 

the emergence of Bangladesh would 

never be forgotten. 

She paid rich tribute to Syed Nazrul 

Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed, M Mansur Ali, 

AM Quamruzzaman and others who 

led the revolutionary government. 

She recalled the contribution of civil 

and military officials of the revolution-

ary government, and of the political 

leaders, freedom fighters and martyrs 

who struggled for independence.  

"The Mujibnagar Day has returned 

to us with a new perspective and it 

requires a fresh pledge. 

Distortion of the national history is 

going on in its worst form, she said, 

adding the process began after the 

assassinations of the Bangabandhu on 

August 15 and four national leaders on 

November 3, 1975. 

"In fact, the practice of distorting 

the Liberation War history has now got 

a new dimension when the BNP-

Jamaat coalition government is con-

spiring to destroy national tradition 

and culture." 

The opposition leader called upon 

all to renew their pledge of protecting 

all the achievements of the war on the 

Mujibnagar Day.
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AFP, Washington

A suspected high-ranking operative of 

the Iraqi intelligence service, who is 

believed to have played a key role in a 

1993 plot to assassinate former US 

President George Bush, was spotted in 

Syria Tuesday, after arriving from 

Tunisia, US officials said.

Faruq Hijazi, whose last official post 

was Saddam Hussein's ambassador to 

the North African nation, flew to 

Damascus from Tunis on a commercial 

jet in an apparent attempt to seek refuge 

in the country following the toppling of 

the Iraqi government by US forces, said 

one of the US officials, who spoke to AFP 

on condition of anonymity.

"I don't know whether he has been 

granted refuge or asylum," the official 

added.

The discovery was certain to fuel 

new recriminations between the United 

States and Syria, which has already been 

accused of smuggling war material into 

Iraq, allowing foreign Islamic fighters, 

including members of Hezbollah, to 

cross its borders, and providing aid and 

comfort to former Saddam associates 

fleeing Baghdad.

US officials said "at least a handful" 

of former members of the Iraqi elite are 

currently in Syria, but did not offer any 

specifics.

Damascus has vehemently denied 

all charges.

US President George W Bush has 

used the plot to kill his father as one of 

the reasons for launching military 

action against Iraq, referring to Saddam 

Hussein, in a speech in Houston, Texas, 

last September, as "the guy who tried to 

kill my dad."

The multi-stage plot, in which Hijazi 

is believed to have taken an active part, 

was uncovered by US and Kuwaiti 

intelligence services in the first half of 

1993.

It called for exploding several power-

ful bombs during Bush's visit to Kuwait 

in April of that year, his first after the 

country's liberation from Iraqi occupa-

tion by a US-led international coalition 

in 1991.

A remote-controlled car bomb was 

reportedly supposed to detonate during 

Bush's triumphant arrival in Kuwait 

City.

In case the first attack failed, a 

second car bomb was to be parked near 

a theater where the former US presi-

dent, revered in Kuwait as its liberator, 

was scheduled to receive an honorary 

doctorate, according to sources familiar 

with the case.

In addition, a suicide bomber was 

supposed to strike, if the first two attacks 

did not work.

Following the capture of several key 

people involved in the plot by Kuwaiti 

authorities, and an analysis of the 

bombs, the US Central Intelligence 

Agency and the US Federal Bureau of 

Investigation concluded that the explo-

sives were Iraqi-made and that 

Saddam's intelligence service was 

behind the conspiracy.

Iraqi alleged to have 
plotted to kill Bush's 
father spotted in Syria

US officials  say

Two get life

term for killing

UP member

in Sylhet
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Two persons have been sentenced to 

life term imprisonment on charge of 

killing a Union Parishad member in 

Golapganj upazila.

The convicts Mokaddas Ali alias 

Moksud Ali of village Hilalpur and 

Nizam Uddin alias Nazem, of village 

Ijara Moskapur of Golapganj upazila. 

According to prosecutions, the 

accused killed Natu Chandra Paul a 

m e m b e r  o f  F u l b a r i  U n i o n  o n  

November 18, 1994 and damped the 

body beside Sylhet-Jakiganj road near 

Ratipur Noabari.

Victim's father Kafil Chandra Paul 

filed a case with Golapganj police. The 

case was later handed over to the 

detective branch.

After investigation, DB submitted 

charge sheet against Mokaddas Ali, 

Nizam Uddin and Ananta Malakar.

After examining the records and 

witnesses, the court found the first two 

accused guilty and sentenced them to 

jail.

The court also fined them Tk 20,000 

each, in default, they have to suffer one 

more year in jail.

The court, however, acquitted 

Ananta Malakar of the charges.
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each direction," the official said, 

asking not to be named.

But, sometimes they forget to 

change the water direction or they do 

not bother to since they reach some 

underhand deal with local influential 

people, he said.

Executive Engineer of WASA Zone-

4 (Mirpur) AFM Aziz said yesterday 

pumps in many areas including 

Kazipara and Pirerbagh stopped 

working after local hoodlums threat-

ened to divert water toward a certain 

direction.

Acute water crisis hits the city 

every summer as demand shoots up. 

This  year  the  go vernment  has  

deployed 165 army personnel includ-

ing 15 officers in six WASA to ensure 

uninterrupted supply.

He said army was deployed to 

assist WASA employees. "They would 

also monitor the activities of pump 

house employees," he said.

Asked why army needs to be called 

in to monitor his staff, Aziz said they 

are short of manpower to do the 

monitoring. "Besides, like every 

government offices there are some 

problems to control all the employ-

ees." 

Before talking to the Daily Star, 

Aziz briefed two army personnel 

about the water situation in Mirpur. 

Aziz also told his colleagues to be in 

the office in time.

Aziz however pointed that the fall 

in water level and frequent power 

outages are responsible for water 

crisis.

Each pump now extracts 30 per 

cent water less than what they did two 

weeks ago due to fall in water table, he 

said. 

An army officer at zone-4 admitted 

that they received some allegations of 

irregularities by pump house employ-

ees and influence by local hoodlums.

"Our roving team would monitor 

all the water pump houses and we 

would supply water in the crisis-hit 

area by our own carriers," he said.

Twenty-five army personnel were 

deployed in Mirpur area.
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Apparently, this shuffle unveils the on-

going tussle between Energy State 

Minister Mosharraf Hossain and 

Petrobangla chairman as well as some 

other Petrobangla officials, sources 

said. 

Last week, the energy ministry 

through a notification shuffled the 

boards of Gas Transmission Company 

Ltd (GTCL), Titas Gas Transmission 

and Distribution Company Ltd 

(TGTDCL), and Rupantarita Prakritik 

Gas Company Ltd (RPGCL).

But the companies' structures 

dictate that "Any director may be 

appointed or removed from the office 

of the company in general meeting at 

t h e  o p t i o n  o f  

P e t r o b a n g l a / g o v e r n m e n t .  A n y  

vacancy in the office of directors shall 

be filled in from the nominees of 

Petrobangla/government." In other 

words, Petrobangla is mandated to 

change this structure only through its 

annual general meeting (AGM). 

In GTCL, that deals with 400 km of 

gas pipelines and is promised of more 

pipelines of the country in near future, 

the ministry placed a 'controversial' 

Chemical Engineering Department 

teacher and a businessman of the 

Summit Group. The BUET teacher 

who was a member of the national 

committee for gas utilisation is known 

for his die-hard support for promoting 

pipeline gas export, while Summit 

Group has won a contract and set up 

gas pipeline for the GTCL in recent 

times.

In addition, the ministry removed 

three key Petrobangla directors from 

GTCL board.

In the RPGCL, that has become an 

important organisation with the 

introduction of CNG transports in 

recent times, the ministry appointed 

as a director the owner of Nitol Group -

-a CNG vehicle manufacturer,  

importer and distributor. A senior 

assistant secretary with a few months 

of experience in this field has also been 

appointed a director. Another director 

has been appointed from the transport 

owners association. 

In the country's biggest gas distri-

bution company Titas, the ministry 

shuffled the board without raising 

many objections. "But the whole 

process is questionable," notes a 

source. Titas, where politically blessed 

thieves gobble up Tk 200 crore of 

revenue, is now on the verge of getting 

divided in three units.

"The boards of the remaining six 

c o m p a n i e s  w e r e  c h a n g e d  i n  

February," noted a source.  In 

Bangladesh Gas Field Company, the 

m i n i s t r y  b r o u g h t  i n  c h i e f  o f  

Hydrocarbon Unit, energy ministry as 

the chairman. The Hydrocarbon Unit 

is a donor-sponsored project which is 

being over-emphasised by the minis-

try in recent times.

In the only oil and gas exploration 

company BAPEX, the ministry brought 

in a senior assistant secretary as a 

director. "A senior assistant secretary 

might be experienced but he is not 

senior enough to become a director of 

a company," objected a source.

The other companies also have 

been reshuffled but without raising 

much objection of the officials of the 

c o n c e r n e d  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  

Petrobangla.

"Such reshuffling has also violated 

Petrobangla's authority as given to it 

under the Petroleum Act, 1974," said a 

Petrobangla official. Section 8 (1) of the 

Petroleum Act gives Petrobangla the 

power to form its own companies, and 

appoint their Board members. 

These companies pump Tk 1500 

crore a year into the national exche-

quer and in practice, the finance 

ministry takes away all their earnings 

even though they are entitled to retain 

at least 10 per cent for their own devel-

opment. Interference by ministers into 

these companies has often been 

responsible for corruption in the 

sector, sources said.

Petrobangla cos' autonomy

Water supply

Unocal protests 
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should get the right to explore gas found 

below 3,000 metres of the ring-fenced 

Chhatak East if the government wanted 

to open it up.

Unocal is the operator in blocks 12, 13 

and 14 under two PSCs and is pumping 

gas from the Jalalabad Gas Field there. It 

has also proposed development of the 

Moulvibazar gas field.

In an unsolicited move, the govern-

ment has recently given green light to 

Niko to enter into a joint venture agree-

ment with Bangladeshi petroleum 

exploration company BAPEX. In addi-

tion to Chhatak East, it would be given 

Chhatak West, Feni and Kamta gas fields 

that are said to be marginal or aban-

doned. 

However, Vice-President, South Asia 

of Niko Resources Ltd Qasim Sharif 

yesterday claimed that the Chhatak East 

and Chhatak West were basically part of 

the same geological structure and it 

could not be termed as 'unexplored gas 

field'.

Petrobangla sources said that the 

eastern part was unexplored, as its 

geological structure was not actually the 

same. They pointed out that basically the 

Niko deal was a move to award an unex-

plored gas field without the obligations 

as laid out in the PSC for foreign oil 

companies. 

The Niko deal was initiated during 

the fag end of the Awami League govern-

ment. The three marginal gas fields-- 

Kamta, Feni and Chhatak-- now belong 

to Bangladesh Gas Fields Company Ltd 

(BGFCL) and Sylhet Gas Field Ltd 

(SGFL). 

Armymen beat
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at about 11:00am. One of them went in 

and asked for a Tk 300 pre-paid card.

He however refused to pay in full 

and maintained that he would not pay 

for the commission the shopkeeper 

gets from the phone company. 

The shopkeeper, Abdus Salam 

Khokon, dismissed him and an alter-

cation followed. Other army men 

suddenly came out of the jeep and 

beat up the shopkeeper. They also 

ransacked the shop, the witnesses 

added.

Khokon has filed a General Diary 

with the Badda Police Station.
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R a n g p u r ,  A b d u l  M a n n a n  o f  

Shariatpur, Babul Kanti of Chittagong, 

Abdul Wadud Mian of Brahmanbaria 

and Dohajuddin of Meherpur --all 

farmers by profession  told crop scien-

tists that they require low-cost tech-

nology for grain production and 

favourable market prices. 

Dr Mahabub Hossain, who heads 

the Social Science Division of the IRRI, 

showed how things have changed in 

favour of non-farm activities over the 

last one decade.

Back in 1987, the farm sector 

contributed 58 per cent to the rural 

economy, but now this has come down 

to 46 per cent as the non-farm activi-

ties overtook farming in over a decade.

He said the non-farm sector gener-

ated jobs like mechanical works, 

rickshaw-van driving and smalltime 

trading at an annual rate of 4.7 per 

cent. Remittance sent by foreign wage 

earners constituted five per cent of 

rural income source in 1987, but that 

has risen to 12 per cent now, according 

to Dr Hossain. 

The number of rural families 

dependent on farming also dropped 

from 66 per cent in 1987 to 58 per cent.

He stated that due to rise in irriga-

tion and labour costs, there has been a 

fall in profitability in boro rice cultiva-

tion. Some of the farmers present at 

the workshop also agreed and said 

growing  chilly or vegetables is more 

profitable than cultivating rice. 

Dr Hossain laid importance on 

increasing public investment in agri-

cultural research, crop diversification 

and policy formulation for the growth 

of the non-farm sector.

Minister of State for Agriculture 

Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir stressed 

the need for state funding of agricul-

tural research and development 

programmes instead of depending on 

the donors. He said achieving compet-

itive edge in farming is important so 

that Bangladesh can withstand the 

pressure of free trade regime under the 

WTO rules.

In the working sessions of the first 

day of the two-day workshop, separate 

papers were also presented by Prof. 

Abul Bayes, Dr Manik Lal Bose, 

Alamgir Chowdhury, Dr Uttam Kumar 

Dev and Dr BAA Mustafi. 

The workshop's inaugural session 

was attended by Agriculture Minister 

Motiur Rahman Nizami, Manager of 

the PETRRA (Poverty Alleviation 

through Rice Research Assistance) Dr 

Noel P Magor and BRRI Research 

Director Dr AR Gomosta. BRRI 

Director General Dr NI Bhuiyan 

chaired the session.
Hazari
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chief guest, the accused beat up Tipu 

with iron rod at Mizan Road in the town 

on January 25, 2000.

Local people rescued Tipu and 

rushed him to Pangu Hospital in Dhaka 

in a critical condition. Tipu filed a case 

with Tejgaon thana in Dhaka accusing 

Hazari and others.

The case was transferred to Feni 

thana in September the same year.

Tipu had undergone multiple 

operations at home and abroad.

Farming fumbles

Army sergeant
FROM PAGE 1

he was taken to the Tejgaon Police 

Station and then sent to the CMH. The 

doctors at the CMH announced him 

'clinically dead'.

The sergeant died at about 9:30am 

at the CMH. Magistrate Sujat Ullah 

made an inquest report of the victim. 

The body was sent to the Dhaka 

Medical College Hospital (DMCH) at 

about 4:25pm for postmortem.

A board of three members-- 

Assistant Professor Habibuzzaman, 

Dr. Sahidul Islam and Dr. Noor 

Hossain carried out the postmortem 

for an hour at the DMCH.

"There were injury marks on the 

back of the head" one of the doctors of 

the board said.

Major Jainal recovered the body 

from the hospital and took it to the 

cantonment. A janaja of the sergeant 

will be held at the cantonment.

The government formed a five-

member probe body led by Director 

General (DG) of Prime Minister's 

Office to probe into the incident. 

The Detective Branch (DB) of 

Police had started investigation but 

later it was transferred to the Criminal 

Investigation Department (CID).

Following the incident Officer-in-

Charge of Tejgaon Saud Ahsan was 

suspended on the same day and 

shown arrested on the following day 

for his alleged involvement with injury 

of the army sergeant. He was taken on 

a one-day police remand and sent to 

the Dhaka Central Jail Tuesday.

Sergeant Awal is the son of Kazi 

Ashgar Hossain of Mirzapur in Narail 

Sadar. He left behind a 14-month-old 

daughter Anamika. The victim was the 

only bread earner of his family. He was 

eldest of his five sister and two broth-

ers.

Mujibnagar Day
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the leaders of the association.

"Our emphasis is on dependable 

health delivery system and we want to 

build a modern BMA through continu-

ous medical education so that our 

doctors are better informed about the 

latest global developments in medical 

science," Dr AZM Zahid Hossain, 

secretary general of the BMA told The 

Daily Star yesterday.

He said, "Our aim is to build a 

strong link with all the 67 branches of 

the association and we intend to keep 

all our members informed about the 

latest developments in the medical 

science across the globe." 

The daylong ceremony will bring 

five key topics for discussion at the 

Bangladesh-China Friendship confer-

ence hall at Agargaon during the 

scientific sessions. The title of the BMA 

assembly would be 'Professional 

Development for Better Healthcare'. 

The five topics include HIV/AIDS  

Bangladesh perspective. Major 

General ASM Motiur Rahman, chair-

man of the Technical Committee on 

National AIDS Programme would 

deliver the keynote paper.

'Comprehensive reproductive 

healthcare in Bangladesh' would be 

presented by President of Obstetric 

a n d  G y n e c o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  

Bangladesh Professor Bias Bhyuian.

Professor Md Nurul Islam would 

chair the scientific discussion on 

'Integrated management of childhood 

illness in Bangladesh'. Dr Mahbubur 

R a h m a n ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  P r i m a r y  

Healthcare, would present the key-

note paper.

Professor AZM Maidul Islam, head 

of the department of skin and vene-

real diseases of Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujib Medical University (BSMMU) 

would chair the session on 'Arsenic 

contamination  a health hazard of 

Bangladesh' while Dr Sk Akhter 

A h m e d ,  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r ,  

Environmental health, NIPSOM 

would deliver the keynote paper.

A special session has been organ-

ised to shed light on the 'Honk Kong 

virus' or 'Severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome (SARS)  a potential health 

danger'. Professor Md Nurun Nabi, 

chief  of  Reform Coordination 

Committee, would chair the session 

while Professor Md Tahir, pro-vice 

chancellor of BSSMU would deliver 

the keynote paper.

The Daily Star will bring out a 

special page on Sunday (April 20) 

covering the main events of the day.

Madrassah

student

murdered 

in Banshkhali
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Madrassah student was murdered in 

Banshkhali upazila of the district at 

midnight on Tuesday.

The victim was identified as Jamir 

Uddin, 19, a Dakhil examinee from 

Jalodi Hossainiya Madrassah.

Police and family sources said, a 

gang of unidentified miscreants 

stormed into Jamir's house at 

Khudukkhali village of Chhanua union 

and stabbed him. He died on the spot.

The other members of the house 

went to attend a wedding ceremony of 

one of their relatives. The murder was 

a sequel to a previous enmity, locals 

said.

A case was filed in this connection. 

Bomb blasts at 

fair in Chandpur:

20 injured
UNB, Chandpur

Twenty people were injured in bomb 

explosions during a clash at a Baishakhi 

fair at Gabdergaon in Faridganj upazila 

on Tuesday.

Witnesses said two rival groups of 

villagers clashed over gambling at the fair 

and exploded bombs.

Five of the injured were admitted to 

the upazila health complex and later 

shifted to sadar hospital in critical 

condition.

The fair was postponed following the 

blasts. 

BMA confce

SARS virus  
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research and his experience in detection 

of the disease.

"Because of an extraordinary collab-

oration among laboratories from 

countries around the world, we now 

know with certainty what causes SARS," 

he said.

The identification of the coronavirus 

means that scientists can now confi-

dently turn to other SARS challenges. 

For example, various laboratories 

continue to work to unravel the genetic 

information of the SARS virus and 

compare the sequences obtained from 

viruses in different parts of the world. 

Experts are gathering at WHO this week 

to map future work on SARS.

"Today, the collaboration continues 

as top laboratory researchers have come 

to the WHO to design the next steps, a 

strategy for transforming these basic 

research discoveries into diagnostic 

tools which will help us successfully 

control this disease," said Heymann. 

"Now we can move away from methods 

like isolation and quarantines and move 

aggressively towards modern interven-

tion strategies including specific treat-

ments and eventually vaccination. With 

the establishment of the causative 

agent, we are a crucial step closer." 

The priority has been to find the 

cause and to develop diagnostic tests. 

Two laboratories in China recently 

joined this network of laboratories from 

Canada, France, Germany, Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region of China, 

Japan, the Netherlands, Singapore, the 

United Kingdom and the US. 

FROM PAGE 1

Meanwhile, a US marine was shot dead 

after being mistaken for the enemy, the 

US Central Command said in a statement 

yesterday. The location of the shooting 

was not revealed. 

Three US soldiers died and as many 

were injured in accidents around 

Baghdad on Monday.

The Pentagon raised the death toll 

among US troops fighting in Iraq to 123 

on Tuesday and said 495 have been 

wounded in action in the monthlong 

war.

The number of wounded American 

troops jumped to 495 from 400 listed on 

Monday, as the Defence Department 

tabulated delayed reports from recent 

fighting, said officials. 

US special forces yesterday raided the 

Baghdad home of a microbiologist 

nicknamed "Dr Germ" who ran Iraq's 

secret biological laboratory. The marines 

said one of their units found an aban-

doned terrorist training camp where 

recruits had been taught how to make 

bombs. 

The special force raid, backed by 

about 40 marines with machineguns, 

was carried out at the home of Rihab 

Taha, in charge of a laboratory that 

weaponised anthrax. Troops brought out 

boxes of documents and three men with 

their hands up. 

Taha is the wife of Gen. Amer 

Mohammed Rashid, Iraq's former oil 

minister. Her whereabouts was not 

immediately known. 

In western Iraq, a US Army cavalry 

unit accepted the surrender of the 12th 

Iraqi Brigade, seizing 40 tanks and close 

to 1,000 weapons, said Marine Maj. 

Stewart Upton, a US Central Command 

spokesman. He said the number of 

prisoners taken had not yet been calcu-

lated. 

The US military is conducting far-

flung searches of suspected illegal 

weapons sites, but so far has not con-

firmed finding any of the weapons of 

mass destruction the Bush administra-

tion says Iraq was hiding. 

Agreement 

Iraqi delegates agreed on a few basic 

principles -- Iraq must be democratic, 

Saddam Hussein's Baath party must be 

dissolved, and the new government must 

be open to all national political groups. 

They also agreed to meet again in 10 days. 

The 80 or so participants at Tuesday's 

US-sponsored meeting to begin shaping 

Iraq's postwar government adopted a set 

of 13 points declaring that "the rule of law 

must be paramount." They were also 

assured by a White House envoy that the 

United States has "absolutely no inter-

est" in ruling Iraq. 

Lookout on suspects
With the pressure on to run to ground 

more of Iraq's toppled Baathist leader-

ship, US marines patrolling the streets of 

Baghdad said they were looking out for 

informants among the population who 

might point out suspects' houses. 

US officials continued to accuse Syria 

of hiding top-ranking Iraqis, among 

them former spy chief Farouk Hijazi. 

Hijazi was director of external opera-

tions for the Iraqi intelligence service in 

the mid-1990s, when it allegedly 

launched a failed attempt to assassinate 

the first President George Bush during a 

visit to Kuwait, a US official said. 

Syria has angrily denied US charges of 

giving sanctuary to fleeing Iraqi officials 

and of possessing chemical weapons. 

US shooting spree

Pro-war leaders
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ing and rubbing their eyes, towards the 

US embassy. 

A white banner splashed with red, 

and scrawled with the words "Butch-

ers: Aznar, Blair and Berlusconi" stood 

out from a sea of red and white flags, as 

the demonstrators filed past the 

embassies. 

The march was called to protest the 

"undesirable" presence of British 

Prime Minister Tony Blair and his 

Spanish and Italian counterparts Jose 

Maria Aznar and Silvio Berlusconi, 

Washington's three main EU allies 

over the war in Iraq, organisers said. 

The three were in Athens for a 

summit of EU leaders, the first since 

the fall of the Iraqi regime of Saddam 

Hussein, and a signing ceremony that 

will enable 10 new members to join the 

European Union next year. 

"EU, NATO: unions of war" read 

one banner, while others denounced 

"the occupation of Iraq". 

Communist miltants torched the 

stars and stripes in front of the US 

e m b a s s y ,  a l s o  s e t t i n g  s e v e r a l  

European flags ablaze. 

Earlier, around 100 militant com-

munists occupied the offices of British 

Airways in Athens in a protest against 

Blair's presence in the Greek capital, 

police said. 

US trumpets 

guerilla arrest

to justify

Iraq invasion  
AGENCIES, Baghdad 

The United States yesterday trumpeted 

the arrest of a Palestinian guerilla chief 

in Iraq as proof of a link between 

Saddam Hussein and terrorism as 

troops scoured Baghdad for the ousted 

president and his aides. 

The US military said the detention 

in Baghdad of Abu Abbas, mastermind 

of the 1985 hijacking of the Italian 

cruise ship Achille Lauro, helped to 

justify the US-led invasion of Iraq. 

"When we came into this the 

S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n c e  ( D o n a l d  

Rumsfeld) said one big concern was the 

nexus between this regime and terror-

ism. This proves the nexus was there," 

said Captain Frank Thorp, spokesman 

at US war headquarters in Qatar. 

Italy yesterday said it would ask for 

the Palestinian faction leader to be 

extradited to face trial. 

Justice minister Roberto Castelli 

said Abu Abbas would be sought for 

extradition to face trial for the hijacking 

and a murder once several legal mat-

ters had been cleared up. 

Abbas, also known as Mohammed 

Abbas, is currently being held by the US 

in Iraq. 

"Now a situation with a compli-

cated jurisdictional character has been 

created, because he was captured on 

Iraqi territory but is under the control 

of American authorities," Castelli told 

the Reuters news agency. 

He said that the Italian government 

had, in the past few months, asked 

Egypt and Jordan for the extradition of 

Abbas when Rome believed that he 

may have been in those countries. "We 

wanted to get Abu Abbas on our terri-

tory in order to put him on trial," he 

said. 

The Palestinian Liberation Front's 

hijacking of the ship is chiefly remem-

bered because of the shooting of a 69-

year-old American, Leon Klinghoffer, 

whose body was thrown into the 

Mediterranean along with his wheel-

chair. 

US officials view Abbas' capture as a 

major success in their war on terror, 

and a vindication of the Bush adminis-

tration's charge that Saddam was 

harbouring terrorists in Iraq. 

But the Palestinian Authority 

yesterday demanded that the US 

release Abbas, arguing that he was 

being held in violation of a peace 

agreement signed by the US. 

Hasina
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Mentioning various development 

activities initiated by the past AL 

government including old-age allow-

ance, widow allowance and youth 

development projects, Hasina accused 

the BNP-Jamaat government of closing 

down all the activities in those areas. 

Hasina said," My government set 

up three EPZs in Mongla, Ishwardi and 

Nilphamari to boost the country's 

economic development, but Khaleda 

Zia and her sons want to take tolls from 

those EPZs." 

Referring to the Bangabandhu 

murder case, Hasina blamed the ruling 

party for halting the execution of the 

verdict. "They want to save the killers of 

Bangabandhu," she said. 

The opposition leader said young 

women were committing suicide to 

save their chastity from the hands of 

the hooligans and thousands of 

women and girls were raped and killed 

after the BNP-Jamaat alliance came to 

power. 

Earlier, the AL chief went to Borni 

Union under Tungipara upazila and 

attended a public meeting on the newly 

constructed Borni union parishad 

complex premises. 

India in final  

Equipment at 

IPH gutted
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Fire gutted medical equipment, 

computers and valuable documents at 

the institute of Public Health at 

Mohakhali in the city yesterday.

The fire originated from an electric 

short circuit on the second floor of the 

three-storey building at about 9:32 am.

Sixteen fire tenders rushed to the 

spot and extinguished the blaze at 

around 1:00 pm.

Abu Abbas
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