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Aussies call up
Maher to WI

AFP, Sydney

Jimmy Maher was on Sunday called to
join the Australian Test touring party
in the West Indies to give
wicketkeeper Adam Gilchrist a
breather.

Maher, Australia's reserve
wicketkeeper at last month's World
Cup in southern Africa, will replace
Gilchrist for the three-day tour match
against a University of West Indies XI
in Barbados, starting on April 26, the
Australian Cricket Board said.

It will be the first match Gilchrist
has missed since Australia's victory
over the Netherlands in a World Cup
preliminary match on February 20.

Batsman Mabher is not a specialist
keeper but national selection chair-
man Trevor Hohns said it made sense
to use him for the game as he was
likely to be selected in Australia's 15-
man squad to play seven one-day
internationals against the Windies
after the four-match Test series.

"Jimmy will more than likely be
part of our one-day squad in the West
Indies simply on his batting alone, so
it is important that we continue to
give him added keeping experience if
he is to continue covering adequately
for Adam Gilchrist on tour," Hohns
said on Sunday.

Magura cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

The Econo cricket league starts at the
Magura Stadium today.

Twenty-four are expected to take
part in the meet, which is being
organised by the District Sports
Association.

SA A doing well

AFP, Adelaide ManUtd 3321 7 5 61 29 70
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first day of their three-day match
against Australia A at Adelaide Oval
Sunday.

When bad light stopped play,
South Africa A were 66 without loss in
their first innings, with Ahmed Amla
on 38 and Adam Bacher on 20, in reply
toAustraliaA's 263 all out.

Their answers to critics

Cricket

REUTERS, Georgetown

West Indies captain Brian Lara and
Daren Ganga hit back at their critics by
scoring centuries to keep alive their
team's hopes in the first Test against
Australia on Saturday.

Ganga, making his first home Test
appearance and with his place in the
team being questioned after inconsis-
tent displays, celebrated by striking
maiden Test century.

His fellow Trinidadian Lara, contro-
versially brought back as captain only
one week before the start of the series
following the sacking of Carl Hooper, hit
his 19th Test 100 to answer his own
critics.

Together they took their team, a
daunting 252 runs behind Australia after
the first innings, to 381 for five after a
resilient performance.

"I want to thank Brian Lara and the

selectors for keeping faith in me," said
Ganga, who had made only three half

centuries in 29 previous Testinnings.

"I was under a lot of pressure and it
was what I needed," added the 24 year-
old who until Thursday had played Test
cricket in six countries, all outside the
Caribbean.

"I'm happy to have got my first Test
100, it was a long time in waiting. It's
great to get a hundred against the best
teamin theworld."

He was eventually out for 113,
caught by Brett Lee off a Darren
Lehmann delivery.

Lara added: "Darren has very good
technique and it was just a matter of

time. He showed that today."

Talking about his own performance,
Lara brushed aside the heckling he
received from part of the Bourda crowd -
- angry at the sacking of their compatriot
Hooper -- when he took the field.

"As far as I'm concerned, the sup-
porters seemed to be 100 per cent for
me," said Lara, who was given a rousing
ovationwhen he completed his century.

"Now I want us to bat for as long as
possible," Lara said after the day's play.
"The pitch is still playing pretty good
andIdon't thinkit's time to letup now.

"We have to fight their bowlers --
(injured Ridley) Jacobs will come out to
bat tomorrow -- so I don't think we have
enough just yet and we don't have any
top-flight spinner so I want to bat for as
longas possible tomorrow."

Having stepped down as captain
three years ago, Lara said he was happy
tohave been given asecond chance.

"Tunderstand the situation the West
Indies is in," he said. "They needed me
to captain the team and T had to accept.

"It's a bit harder, the game revolves
around you but I enjoy being captain
andIenjoybatting."

His only frustration was to be out for
110 by hitting his wicket when it
appeared he could have gone much
further.

"It was very disappointing to get out
like that," he said. "I have been out like
that before but not in such an important
situation."

Savar Golf Club on April 11.
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Winners of the Bashundhara Cup golf tournament are seen with the guests after the prize-giving ceremony at the
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Premiership

Goodbye

m Football

AFP, London

Manchester United picked themselves
up after their midweek mauling by Real
Madrid to trounce Newcastle 6-2 and
take the lead in the Premiership on
Saturday.

That left them three points clear of
Arsenal going into Wednesday's
Highbury showdown.

The backbone of United's demoli-
tion job at St James' Park was a superb
hat-trick from Paul Scholes. Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer, Ryan Giggs and Ruud van
Nistelrooy, who claimed his 36th of the
season from the penalty spot, were
United's other scorers.

Newcastle had taken an early lead
with a lethal 25-yard drive from
Jermaine Jenas, Shola Ameobi scoring a
late consolation goal after a poor clear-
ance by Fabien Barthez.

Aswell as going some way to exorcis-
ing the ghosts of their drubbing in
Madrid the result also ensured that,
after last week's 4-0 thrashing of
Liverpool, United are now only one goal
behind Arsenal in terms of goal differ-
ence.

The delight engendered by their six
star display was in stark contrast to the
gloom at Sunderland who were con-
demned to first division football next
season afterlosing 1-0 to Birmingham.

Thatloss set a new club record of ten
straight league defeats for Mick
McCarthy's out of sorts team.

Birmingham, fighting for their own
survival, proved willing executioners.

West Ham's battle to become the
first club to beat the drop after being
bottom at Christmas continued with a
2-2 draw with Aston Villa, who are still
notsafe themselves.

French striker Fredi Kanoute was the
Hammers' hero with a 65th-minute
equaliser. Darius Vassell, from the spot,
and Oyvind Leonhardsen had put Villa
ahead after Trevor Sinclair had given the

PHOTO: AFP
An airborne Gianfranco Zola (L) of Chelsea takes evasive action as Bolton
Wanderers' Anthony Barness hits a volley at Stamford Bridge on April 12.

Chelsea.

Carlton Cole's solo run clinched
three points to bolster Chelsea's grip on
fourth place, the final qualifying spot for
nextseason's Champions League.

West Ham and Bolton face off next
week in a match whose outcome is now
set to prove crucial to the survival hopes
ofboth clubs.

West Brom could theoretically still

underland

Kevin Campbell struck Everton's
winner on the stroke of half-time after
David Weir had cancelled out the Igor
Balis penalty which had given West
Brom thelead.

Leeds had looked set to follow up on
last week's 6-1 thrashing of Charlton
with a sparkling start that culminated in
Mark Viduka putting them ahead
against Spurs at Elland Road.

But a Terry Sheringham header and
a superb solo effort from Robbie Keane
saw the visitors win back the initiative
and it took a Viduka penalty 14 minutes
from the end to secure a point.

Leeds are now one of four teams on
38 points (along with Birmingham, Villa
and Fulham).

Fulham's slide towards trouble
continued with a 2-0 defeat at Liverpool,
their third straight defeat.

England duo Emile Heskey and
Michael Owen delivered the three
points for Liverpool but Chelsea's win
has sharply reduced the Reds' chances
of securing the Champions League
place they crave.

Blackburn's fine recent run contin-
ued with a 1-0 win over Charlton,
secured by a Damian Duff strike after 33
minutes.

Manchester City and
Middlesbrough fought out a goalless
drawin the day's other match.

TOP SIX

English Premiership table after
Saturday's matches (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against,
points):

Primera Liga

Deportivo dru

Barca

Schmeichel's
final season

AFP, London

Manchester City goalkeeper Peter
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BROTHERS UNION: Firstinnings

(McKenzie), 6-89 (Pollock), 7-129 (Peterson), 8-148 (Boucher), 9-154 (Ntini), 10-

gling Barcelona at the Nou Camp on

League's top scorer Dutchman Roy
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