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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

April 5-10

'Earthen’, an institute of three
artists Debashis, Swapan and
Shahadat, holds a Terracotta
Art Exhibition at the Zainul
Gallery of the Institute of Fine
Arts, Dhaka University. The
show continues up to April 10
from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.

April 4-8

Artlinks organises a solo of
digital painting by New York-
based artist Masud Ul Alam.
The exhibition remains open
from 3 to 8 p.m.

April 6-9

North South University
Photography Club (NSUPC)
will hold an art exhibition in
Room 100 at BTA Tower,
North South University. The
show remains open from
11a.m. - 6p.m.

April 4-15

Shilpangan is holding a
special 12-day painting show
by reputed painter Ranjit Das.
The show remains open
everyday from 10 am to 8 p.m.

Book Fair

April 2-15

'Shrabon'--a literary publishing
house, holds an amazing book
fair atits stall at the Aziz
Super Market, to protest the
ongoing US-led war against
Iraq. The book fair is open
until April 15.

Dhaka Longitude

Latitude

April 6-8

An informal fine art exhibition
will be held at House No. 57,
Flat # 1, Road 13A/2,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka. The
exhibition will include musical
performance, performance art,
installation art, interactive art,
photography, sculpture,
painting and film screening.

Reviving our roots in clay

Terracotta exhibition at Zainul Gallery-2

Fayza HAQ

I HE ceramic exhibition at the
Zainul Gallery-2 by Debashish
Pal, Swapan Paul and Shahdat
Hossaain is certainly fascinating.
Swapan says, " I've done my Masters in
ceramics and I have a family back-
ground of handling with clay as my
father deals with clay statues for a
living. We've done terracotta birds,
fish, masks, 'lokkhi shora' in which we
have brought in various Hindu gods
and other subjects such as mother and
child , 'baul'and couple. We have 72
items in all. We have taken turns in
moulding, painting and firing. I
enjoyed doing the dolls best of all.
Debashish says, " My MFA is in ceram-
ics and glaze along with porcelain and
earthenware. Our thoughts have
concentrated on local folk designs and
motifs. We often tend to ape the west
and forget about our roots but my
family dealing with clay for genera-
tions, I felt that we should revive our
past and add our own interpretations
to it. Shahadat says, " I've done my BFA
in Ceramics from DU and want to
revive thismediatooinanewway."

We see a pair of masks done in
beige, green and red. Both wear crowns
decorated with dots, circles, lines and
triangles of different bright colours to
give the effect of gems. The eyes are
large, the eyebrows are thick while the
noses are angular and long, The man
has a moustache while both sport
earrings. They representroyal charac-
ters from "jatra" and were originally
inspired by African masks only these
are much more delicate and pertain to
our culture. Next we see a traditional
clay doll with touches that our modern
and original. More colours have been
added to the conventional brick colour
suchas green, brown, red, orange etc. It
has a little red and white blouse and a
skirt with stripes , dots and flecks in
green, blackand white.

One of the "shoras" has Arabic
calligraphy done in 3-D effect, with
pictures of Madina and Mecca in
colours at the bottom, done in the
conventional green and black. Another
one deals with "Shiv" and instead of
giving him the conventional three eyes
he has been given one.” The god's

passion for taking hashish has been
represented with a white "dhatura"
flower in front. At the side is his three-
pronged spear and at the top is a cres-
cent moon which usually rests on the
god's head. Snakes in the modern
form, along with the blue sky and grass
have also been included in the decora-
tion. The god "Monosa" is the subject
of another "shora" and here the tradi-
tional statue has been broken and
reconstructed with a modern
approach once again. There is a single

large eye with three snake heads on
top. A lotus flower and a flattened leaf
have been included in the composi-
tion. Raised dots, oblong shapes of
green and red and semicircles of blue

representing snakes are found all
around the eye and the oblong face in
beige ,white and black.

The goddess Durga has also been
presented in a symbolic way with her
ten hands being shown on two sides in
modified geometrical forms. Her spear
and her opponent, the buffalo, along
with the lion, on which she sits, have
been included in the form of the face
rather than the entire conventional
shapes. Her face is brown, touched
with blue and white. Flowers and dots
decorate the rest of the space. On top of
another "shora" is the head of a "bual"
with a scarf on his head. He has a beard
and large protruding eyes. His face is
seen from the bottom while he holds an
"ek tara" in his hands and his fingers
form a pattern. Flowers, a dragon fly
and other elements of nature have
been included. There are splashes of
brown on black and etchings don on
blue. A flute player is brought in
another creation. Trees, fish and birds
have been included in this 3-D repre-
sentation with its blue centre. It is in
shades of brown, beige and white.
Thereis a circle too with dots symboliz-
ing flowers. The flute is in the centre
while the flautist's hands are raised
above the surface. His head is pre-
sented in a geometrical form where the
eyeand nose can be detected.

"Romoni" or village woman, is seen
inasariand jewellery, holding a flower,
isanother composition which brings in
the theme of waiting for one's lover. It
isneatly done in blue, beige and white
and on her top is included a sunburst
motif. Six pieces of clay go to complete
the composition. "Folk singer" is also
ontilesand this has the musical instru-
ment, the musician and his surround-
ing brought in symbols and simplified
forms. "Youth" and "Man and Nature"
similarly give the effect of murals.

The exhibition has taken a joyful
leap into reviving our terracotta heri-
tage. Another attraction are the reason-
able prices.
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Quamrul Hasan

The painter behind the rhythm of Brotochari Nrittya

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

NE fine morning during our

music lessons at Chhayanaut

there was excitement and
whisper everywhere. We were to have a
special guest and have some sort of a
dance lesson at the beautiful gardens of
Paribagh. Dance lessons? Since we took
only music lessons, this seemed very
unusual. Possibly Chhayanaut was
planning for something new this year,
we thought.

So, a group of 25-30 boys and girls of
all ages gathered at the lush green
gardens of Paribagh on a bright sunny
afternoon. For those who remember
Paribagh back in the '70s without the
present World Bank office, this was a
perfect spot, with neatly trimmed
garden and greenery all around. As we
waited impatiently we craned our neck
to get a better look to see who was
coming towards our group. As was
natural for young girls and boys our
hearts were in our mouth when we saw
none other than the legendary painter
Quamrul Hasan coming towards us.

Of course we knew he was a maestro
in the world of art, but today we were to
have a glimpse of the other side of hislife
that many of us didn't now and many
stilldon't.

Quamrul Hasan, a man of great
stature, was very humble, friendly and
charming. As we gathered around him,
he explained to us about the dance
lessons we were to have from him. But
first he gave us a small background
aboutit.

We were to learn the Brotochari
Nrittya. It was not the typical dance
form depicting joy, sorrow, or festive
moods. These dance forms carried a
definite messege for thesociety.

During the British rule of India, few
families valued the idea of education.
Gradually with industrialization and
economic prosperity, few families
began to feel the need for education
even amongst girls. Women were so
long confined to household chores and
lived in a protective shell. The society as
awhole was closeted. It was a time when
women read novels of Sharat Chandra
or Bankim in extreme secrecy.

A handful of girls who were blessed
with such opportunity championed the
spirit of education and culture. They
were very soon exposed to the world
outside their courtyard.

The editor of Begum magazine

Begum Nurjahan and vocalist Husna

Banu Khanum in the annual function of
their school taught the girls to dance out

Quamrul Hasan: The legend

of sheer imagination. This was so
because they had no formal training

themselvesin thisartform.
Quamrul Hasan, a young man with a

group of other progressive men, at the
that time felt the need to sow the seeds
of nationalism and thereby capture the
minds of the young generation through
adefinite social binding. This is how the

Brotochary andolonstarted.
Eminent artist Quamrul Hasan

pioneered thisart form in the region and
organized the Muslim youth in the pre-
partition period. The young boys
dressed up in casual dresses simply put
a head band, a gamcha on their waist

and had two sticks on their hands.
Small groups of girls also gathered at

the roof tops with their guardians along
with them. Clothes were hung at the
sides so that they were not visible from
other roof tops. Here the girls learnt the
simple forms of dance known as
brotochary dance and sang songs with
simplest wordings known as brotochary
songs. It was amazing how social and
cultural movements gained immense
popularity in the simplest form of

physical work-out and songs.
The brotochary dance form, encour-

aged the young people to be patriotic,
non communal and most importantly
develop a sense of physical fitness and

mental strength.
As soon as the drums began to beat,

the groups formed a circle and sang the
brotochary songs and danced away. The
stances were very simple and similar to

theluddy dance of Panjab.
The songs contained simple but

powerful messages to unite the people
against oppression. These simple art
forms had a profound and explosive
impact on societal thought. This gained
momentum and inspired social aware-

nessamongst people of all walks of life.
While we were all in a trance

listenening about the background of the
dance,, Quamrul chacha as we called
him, put a gamcha on his waist, tied a
head band and slunga madol around his
neck. And lo! The magic was cast. We
took two sticks each and tied a head
band and a sash on our waists. We began
to dance to the tune of Shobey chol aye
kheli bir ntitter kelimeaninglet's dance
to the music with heroism, or Chol
kodaal chalai khabo khirer malai
meaning, lets not waste any more time
and work and eat cream and good stuffs
there after. We felt our heart racing to

thebeat of the madol.
This was back in the '70s. I wonder if

similar programmes of mass orientation
could still take place to rebuild our pride
in our own culture amongst the youth
once again.

CHANNEL-i

07.15  Prothom Shur

09.30  Music Plus

10.10  Prescription

10.50  Close Up Juke Box

11.30  Drama Serial: Amader
Graam Amader Shefali

12.25  Drama serial: Beli

02.00 Bangla Feature Film:
Ghar Bhanga Ghar

05.35  Janopader Khabar

05.45 | Sports

06.10  Music Plus

06.45  Special Programme

07.15  Channel-i News

07.45  Ispahani-i Tele Quiz (Q)

07.55  Drama Serial: Durer
Akash

08.25  Drama Serial:
Grihagalpo

09.00  Channel-i News

09.31  Ispahani-i Tele Quiz (R)

10.00  Drama: Bhalomando
Manushera

10.25  Channel-i Mobile Quiz
2525

10.30  Channel-i News

11.15  Shangbadpatrey
Bangladesh

11.30  Live Telecast of BTV
Late Night News

1215  Channel-i News

ATN BANGLA

06:00 Islamic Prog

08:00  ATN Bangla News

08:25  ATN Sapla Saluk Gold
Medel Protejugeta

09:35  Ame Tumake
Bhalobashe

10:50  Magazine Prog:
Sutorang

12:00  ATN Bangla News

12:20  Ajker Sangbadpotro

12:40  ATN Music

1:20 Bengali Feature Film:
Akhere Mukabela

04:50  Ajker Sangbadpotro

05:00  Gram Banglar Sangbad

05:15  Musical Prog:
Rangdhanu

05:50  Documentary Prog:

06:25  Islamee Sawal O Jawab

07:00  ATN Bangla Evening
News

07:30  ATN Computer Projukte

08:05 Drama Serial: Mohinee

08:40  Drama Serial: Path Jana
Nai

09:00  ATN Bangla News

09:25  Audio Magazine:Audio
Mela

10:00  ATN Bangla News

10:30  Special Talk Show: Iraq
Zudda

11:00  ATN Bangla News

12:00  Bengali Feature Film:
Utthan Pothon

HBO 11:30  Rescue
. 3 ] H 1
0630  Cry Freedom 12:30 Rlpleyls Believe It TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS
09:45  Hamburger Hill . ?r Tozth STAR MOVIES': 10:30 p.m. Book gf
12:00 Foofloose : estorine Shadowi: Blair W:Sch 2.Tocashinon

) ) HALLMARK gII of the real world" hype of thg evgnts
02:15  Code Name Phoenix in the first film, a man from Burkitsville,
04:00  School Ties 06:59  Scholastic Clifford Maryland opens a "Blair Witch Hunt"

§ . . ) tour, which shows patrons various
Lk BeEsinEs M 07:29  Caillou locations from the original film. A bunch

Eye of Braxus 07:59  Sesame Street of college students decide to take the
08:15  Max Knight Ultra Spy (Season 29) Lour, an_cli_ r:Nind Lrl]p indRusdtin Parr's .

. . . ouse. There, they decide to camp for
LI st 08:59  When Innocence is the evening, but in the morning, they
12:15  Return to Cabin by Lost realize they didn't sleep and they don't

the Lake 10:59  Johnson Country remember anything that happened the
02:00 Footloose War previous night.
04:15  School Ties 12:59  Mecleod's e Ml HBO: 02.00 a.m. Footloose. Classic
Daughters : ) tale of teen rebellion and repression
STAR MOVIES 13:50  Early Edition features a delightful combination of
06:15  After Dark, My 14:59 SchZIastic Cifford dancg choreography and realistic and
Sweet : touching pgrformances. When tgengger
16:59  Deadly Web Ren and his family move from big-city
08:15  Billy Elliot 15:29  Caillo Chicago to a small midwestern town,
. : = he's in for a real case of culture shock.
10:00  When Danger . § o
15:59  Flipper Though he tries hard to fitin, the
Follows You Home 16:50  Sesame Street streetwise Ren can't quite believe he's
11:45  Bubble Boy . . living in a place where rock music and
01:30  According To 1;:2 ftir trek.g/oyatger dancing are illegal.
; ohnson Country
1t ;pincer War 06:55  Starnews Asia Sahelii

: uke 20:59  Early Edition: 07:00 JAG 12:00  Shanti
05:05 U5 , Season 1 08:00 LawAndOrder- | 1230  Hit Filmein Hi
07:00 My Fellow Ameri- 21:59  Star Trek: Voyager SV.U Sangeet- 20 M

CEUE } 22:59  Johnson Country 08:58  StarAsia Travel 12:55  Taaza Hits
s Desilylliity 2ot War 09:00  Frasier 13:00  Kasauti Zindagii Kay
10:30 :loc.)k Vc\)/f.ts:ellldows. STAR WORLD 09:30  The Drew Carey 13:30  Kumkum - Pyara Sa

air Witcl
12:45  Man Who Cried, The | 06:00  The Brady Bunch Show . Bandhan
’ 06:30  Cheers 10:00  Whose Line Is It 14:00 Bhabhi
B f ' . .

AXN 07:00  Oprah Winfrey Show 1R 14:30 Kyunki Saas B
06:30  Movie: The Seventh | 0g.g0  Chicago Hope 10:30  JAG Kabhi Bahu Thi

Sign 09:00 TheKing Of Queens | =0 LawAnd Order- 15:00  Shagun {461 - 560)
08:30  The Right Stuff 09:30  Grounded For Life e 15:30  Kabhi Aaye Na Judai
09:30  Rated 10:00  Boston Public STAR PLUS 16:00  Kahaani Ghar Ghar
10:30  The Outer Limits: 11:00  Oprah Winfrey Show | 05:30 Hit Filmein Hit Kii

Double Helix 11:52  Star Asia Travel Sangeet- 20 M 16:30  Kaahin Kissi Roz
11:30  Test of The Toughest | 42:09 Everybody Loves 05:55 Taaza Hits 16:55  Film Topper
12:30  Pacific Blue: Thrill Raymond 06:00  Bhabhi 17:00  Saans

Week 12:30  Frasier 06:30  Geet Bahar 17:30  HitFilmein Hit
1:30  Fear Factor 01:00  Suddenly Susan 07:30  Geet Bahar Sangeet - 20 M
02:30  Movie: The Seventh | 01:30  The Bold And The 07:30  DrMorepenTango | 17:55  Taaza Hits

Sign Beautiful Daily 18:00  Hum Saath Aath
04:30  The Right Stuff 02:00 Hollywood Squares | 08:30  Shaka Laka Boom Hain
05:30  Pacific Blue: Thrill 02:30  The Brady Bunch Boom 18:30  Fox Kids

Week 03:00 Baywatch 09:00 Taaza Hits 19:25  Film Topper
06:30  The Outer Limits: 04:00  The Simpsons 09:05  Hit Filmein Hit 19:30  Kumkum - Pyara Sa

Double Helix 04:30 Cheers Sangeet-20 M Bandhan
07:30  Testof the Toughest | 05:00  Starnews Asia 09:30  Fox Kids 19:55  Film Topper
08:30  Martial Law: 05:30  Frasier 10:10  Hit Filmein Hit 20:00 Shaka Laka Boom

Diamond Fever 06:00 The Drew Carey Sangeet - 20 M Boom
09:30  Ripley's Believe It Or Show 10:30  Eena Meena Deeka 20:30  Khichdi

Not! 06:30  Whose Line Is It 11:00  Meri Saheli 21:00  Kasautii Zindagii Kay
10:30  Midnight Anyway 11:30  Kabhii Sautan Kabhii| 21:30  Kehta Hai Dil

NATIONAL SINGAPORE School Quiz National
PICK OF THE DAY Semifinal #2(R) Final 2002 (R)
- [ GEOGRAPHIC 09:30  PGA Tour Golf 08:00  Wrestling Apple Crush
- 06:30  One Life In The Desert Bellsouth Classic (R)
Sea Duluth, GA USA Final 08:30  English Premier
07:00  Croc Chronicles Round (S) League Highlights
08:00  Toyota World Of 12:30  English Premier English Premier
Wildlife S3 Football League League Highlights
08:30  Built For The Kill English Premier 2002/03 (R)
09:30  Taming The Tigers Football League 09:30  Spanish Football
10:30  Trail Of The Cougar 2002/03 Birmingham, Leagye 2002/03
11:30  Dogs With Jobs ENGLAND Aston Villa ST e )
12:00  Earthpulse Vs Arsenal (T) LD M?d"d‘ Sl
12:30  Avalanche Angels 14:30  Go Kart Champions Of \F;e:" Mad”‘;vs e
Boomerang 01:30 5 Weddings Couple Of The Future Karting allecano (R)
On HBO at 10.00 p.m. Funeral Sries 2002 11:30  School Quiz Show
Marcus is a successful advertising executive who woos 02:00  People Out There Huntinadon. UK School Quiz National
and beds women almost at will. After a company merger : P o o SRR Final 2002 (R)
he finds that his new boss, the ravishing Jacqueline, is (D R GD Highiights (T) - 12:00  LPGA Golf Kraft
treating him in exactly the same way. Completely trau- 03:00  Chasing Time 15:00  Golf Programming The Nabisco Champion-
matised by this, his work goes badly downhill. But then 03:30  Bringing Home The Golf Club 2003 (R) ship Rancho Mirage
Jacqueline's more quietly attractive .assistant Angela, Bears li From Russia 15:30  The Masters Official CAUSA. Second
who ht?f beelljtﬂatlng Marc%sbbehs.t frler;d, shtzv:s herself With Love Films The Masters Round (T)
more than a little concerned by his parlous state. 04:30  Croc Chronidles S2 Oficial Fims 2000 (R) | 1400 EXPN 24y R)
22:30  Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii | 23:30  Hit Flmein Hit Sangeet | 00 Toyota World Of 16:30  Wrestiing Apple Crush | 14:30  English Premier
23:00  Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi -20M 1530 XV",d"fT :: M | Football League
Bahu Thi 23:55  Kuch Hit Kuch o 6: 0 Mr."m.a Wﬁzs 1700 Englsh Pfe’“.'ef EnQLLSh"Tem'er
23:30  Kaahin Kissi Roz Superhit ’ |ssmnl ! League Highlights ootba feague
00:00 Bhabhi 00:00 Ladaai 06:30  Dogs With Jobs English Premier 2002/03 Liverpool,

' ' 07:00  Earthpulse League Highlights ENGLAND Everton Vs
STAR GOLD ADVENTURE ONE 07:30  Bird Brains 2002/03 (T) Newcastle United (R)
07:00  Geet Bahar 06:00 Danger Diaries 08:30 5 Weddings Couple Of | 18:00  Spanish Football 16:30 Escape From Alcatraz
07:30  Shaheed 07:00  Cracking The Canyon Funeral League 2002/03 Triathlon Elscape From
10:55  Kuch Hit Kuch 07:30  Ben Dark's 09:00  People Out There Spanish Footbal AR LAY

Superhit 08:30  Surfer's Journal 09:30  $100 Taxi Ride League Betis, SPAIN | EventHiohlights (R)
11:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet | 09:00  Explorer's Journal 10:00  Chasing Time Betis Vs Valencia CF | 1730 :gloﬁlsixo?gz\?’z
-20M 10:00  Ng Explorer 10:30  Quest For Noah's M
11:25  Kuch Hit Kuch : Flood , N 2003 (T)
: _ 11:00  Mountain Rescuers 00 20:00  Sportsline Tonight 18:00  Best Of PGA Golf
Superhlt 12:00  Danger Diaries 11:30  Croc Chronicles Sportsline (L) Fantastic Finishes # 1
11:30 Kati Patang 01:00  ATrain To Nowhere 12:00  Toyota World Of 20:30  Cricket Talk Show Best R)
e :um ':'tt fuen 01:30  Ng Explorer Widife S3 Of Harsha Oniine (T) | 4839 Footoall Focus (L)
0 G”pf;'h 02:30  Surfer's Jounal STAR SPORTS 2100 The Masters Oficial | 10:30  Pool Mosconi Cup
o e e 03:00  Explorer Journal : | Films The Masters 2002 (R)
15:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 05:30  Spanish Football o

' - g 04:00  Ng Explorer League 2002/03 Official Films 2000 (R) | 20:30  Sportscenter Hindi (L)
R e, 05:00  Mountain Rescuers Spanish Football 22:00 Dream Team (T) 21:00  Western Union World

' 06:00 Fresh Air Crew 22:30  Sportsline Tonight Football (R)

Superhit ' League La Coruna, Sportsline (T) 21:30  English Premi
15:30 - New Del o0 Theri SPANDepoioLa | 5300 cp' ket Talk Show B . antlbs I LremIer
18:55  Kuch Hit Kuch 07:00  The Hunt For Amazing Coruna Vs Real : ricket Ta ow est oofball eague
' ) Treasures Sociedad (R) of Harsha Online (R) English Premier
Superhit R T — P 23:30  The Masters Official Football League
19:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet d Y= 07:30  Sudirman Cup Dr Fims The Mast 2002103 London
08:30  Cycling Mongolia Sudirman Cup 2003 ims the Masters '
“aul) 2 cial Fi ENGLAND Fulham V:
. 09:30  Surfer's Journal Netherlands Official Films 2001 (T) uiham Vs
19:25  Kuch Hit Kuch : . J ESPN Blackburn Rovers (S)
Superhit 10:00  Fresh Air Crew NFTHERLANDS 23:30  Sportscenter Hindi (T)
19:30  Vardi 10:30  Out There Highlights (R) 06:30  Sportscenter Hindi (R) | 00:00  School Quiz Show
22:55  Kuch Hit Kuch 11:00  The Hunt For Amazing | 08:30  Asian 9-Ball Tour San 07:00  Western Union World ESPN School Quiz
Superhit Treasures Miguel Asian 9-Ball Football (R) 2003 (R)
23:00  Shri Shri Superstar 11:30  Ng Explorer Tour Singapore, 07:30  School Quiz Show




	Page 1

