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Nat'l chess
Reefat alone
atop

SPORTS REPORTER

International Master (IM) Reefat-bin-
Sattar of Biman moved atop the
Professor Abdur Razzak 29th National
Chess Championship table with a win
over teammate IM Enamul Hossain
Rajib in the eighth round yesterday.

With that win, Reefat raised his tally
to seven points from eight matches,
one more than Rajib, IM Abdullah Al-
Rakib of Biman and Grand Master Niaz
Murshed of Titas Club who are jointly
sharing the second spot.

In yesterday's round, Rakib
defeated Niaz.

In the other matches, Shawkat
Hossain Pallab of Ansars beat Mehdi
Hasan Parag of Titas, Fide Master
Rezaul Haque beat Monjur Alam of
Chittagong and Nasir Ahmed drew
with Mohammad Javed.

The ninth round matches start at
the same venue todayat3:30 pm.

Today's matches: Taibur v Javed,
Reefat v Amin, Imon v Rajib, Niaz v
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PARADISE CAN'T BE FAR! Australian players walk on Guyana's legendary Sea Wall on April 3.

Premiership preview

Victory only priority

K& ¥ Football

AFP, London

Arsenal and Manchester United
launch their final battle for the
English Premiership this weekend in
the knowledge that any slip could be
fatal.

Recent history proves that the
team with the best away record
usually wins the title.

Arsenal's double winning team of
1998 are the only side in the last 10
years to win the championship
without recording the best away
record in the division.

Arsene Wenger has said that
Arsenal's performances at Highbury
will determine the Gunners' cham-
pionship chances butit's clear if they

Manchester face a punishing end-
of-season run, starting with Liver-
pool at Old Trafford on Saturday and
including Newcastle away, Arsenal
away, Blackburn at home, Spurs
away, Charlton at home and Everton
away.

They also play a two-legged
Champions League quarter-final
with Real Madrid in April.

Defender Phil Neville, likely to
lose his place to afit-again Roy Keane
on Saturday, is confident United has
the strength in depth to cope with
such ademandingtest.

haven't been too clever. We must do
better tomorrow because we need
three points."

And for the second successive
Premiership weekend, United can
knock Arsenal the top rung by kick
off time.

A fortnight ago Manchester
United defeated Fulham 3-0 at Old
Trafford to leapfrog the Gunnersin a
Saturday noon kick off, but the
champions regained the supremacy
the next day with a 2-1 home win
over Everton.

Manchester are two points off the

the current form of strikers Ruud van
Nistelrooy and Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer, both of whom hit the net
for Holland and Norway respectively
inmidweek.

Liverpool in contrast could have
to do without Michael Owen as a
result of the back injury he incurred
in England's bruising Euro 2004
qualifying win over Turkey. Milan
Baros will deputise if Owen does not
make it.

It's an equally important day at
the bottom with form sides Bolton
and West Ham both involved in
winnable looking matches. Bolton
entertain Manchester City while the
Hammers are at Southampton.

Victories for either one or both of
them will pile further pressure on
Leeds, who travel to Charlton in
desperate search of the points that
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Tarun Sangha became champions in
the Shaheed Zia Smriti Cricket
Tournament defeating Hazaribagh
Cricket Academy by five wickets at
Paltan ground yesterday.

Batting first Hazaribagh were
bundled out for 73 in the rain-
curtailed 20-over match while Tarun
Sangha reached the mark scoring 74
forfive.

CAS Cup golf

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

Lt Col Ahasan clinched the 5th CAS
Cup Golf tournament title at the
Mainamati Golf Club of Comilla
Cantonmentyesterday.

131 golfers including 8 ladies and
12juniors took partin the meet.

Chief of the Army Staff Lt General
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury distrib-
uted prizes as chiefguest.

ESPN

English Premier Football League
Man United vs Liverpool

cricket stadium.
Debutants Umar Gul and

as Pakistan earned an extrabonus point.

Pakistan were without eight senior
players, including veterans Wasim
Akram, Inzamam-ul Haq and Waqar
Younis, who were sacked following the
humiliating first round exit at the World
Cup.

Their first outing with the experi-

out of trouble and set the stage for
Razzaq's onslaught.

pressure from the start.

He had the seasoned Craig Wishart
caught behind by Latif and then forced
pinch-hitter Travis Friend to edge a

catch to Taufiq at firstslip.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Zimbabwe innings in
their match against Pakistan on

Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-47, 3-87,4-104, 5-
121,6-152,7-194,8-197,9-208

Result: Pakistan won by 68 runs
Man-of-the-match: Abdul Razzaq
Umpires: Avi Jayaprakash (IND) and
BillyDoctrove (WIS)

TVumpire: Kevan Barbour (RSA)
Match referee: Ahmed Ebrahim (ZIM)

Primera Liga preview

No Real danger?

@ Football

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid's sights are set on the
Champions League encounter with
Manchester United next Tuesday but
before then the European champions
and Spanish league leaders have the
little matter of a local derby with Rayo
Vallecano on Saturday.

The difference in league positions
would suggest that Real should have an
easy task overcoming their relegation-

nightmares when you are a Rayo player.

Once again they are engaged in a
battle to avoid going down to the second
division, and lie second from bottom
with just 26 points from 27 games.

By contrast, Real have 57 points and
now have a three-pointlead at the top of
the Spanish first division over second-

placed Real Sociedad.
Real are also unbeaten in 47 league

games at the Bernabeu, while Rayo
have only won once in 11 visits, during
in the 1995-96 season.

There is no doubt that Real coach
Vicente Del Bosque is more preoccu-
pied by the arrival of Sir Alex Ferguson's

suspended defender Igor Jauregi while
Deportivo have to fill a hole at right back

as Hector Berenguer Del Pino is banned.
"This is the game that could decide
the destination of the league title," said
Sociedad's Darko Kovacevic, who has
scored 15 goals this season and is sec-
ond only to Deportivo's Roy Makaay in
thelist of Spanish first division scorers.
Barcelona gave up their title ambi-
tions long ago - but under Radomir
Antic they have now gone seven games
unbeaten in the league since his arrival
and the Catalans visit Villarreal on
Saturday with the comforting thought
that they have never lost a top flight

Injury-hit Arsenal travel to Villa
without four key players -- England
goalkeeper David Seaman, defender

talent in our squad to cope with
them," he said.

"Stuart Taylor has been outstand-
ing for us. I believe that Stuart could
be a future England goalkeeper
himself."

"If we win all our remaining
league games we will overhaul
Arsenal and win it. That has to be our

the teams, Liverpool is the biggest
game on the football calendar in
England and it should be another
excitingmatch," Neville said.

"Apart from our victory in
November, our results against them

pace and a win over Liverpool would
mean Arsenal need at least a point to
return to the summit.

victorious when the two sides met at
Anfield in December and Ferguson
will demand an equally committed
performance from his players on
Saturday.

Ferguson can also take heart from

FIXTURES
(1400 GMT kick-offunless stated)

Tottenham vBolton

Sunday: Tottenham v Birmingham
(1500 GMT)

Monday: Fulham v Blackburn (1900
GMT)

Serie A preview

Juve need a
kick-start

I@ Football

INTERNET, Milan

After losing an important game, there is
nothing most teams would rather do
thanget

back out there and make amends in
their next match. So, these last two
weeks must have been very frustrating
for Juventus as they waited to bounce
backfromlosing to Milan.

The break for internationals has

he boasted. "The
decision to release him was a master
stroke on our part. Even if others
thoughtotherwise at the time."

The Argentine striker has only scored
twice for Inter, but their president
Massimo Moratti has shrugged off
Sensi's claim: "This is just the way they
do things at Roma. Iremember that they
did a similar thing when they sold us
Cristiano Zanetti. But let us not get too
carried away with what he said. As I
stated before, they often act in such a
fashion. I hope that Gabriel doesn't take

ripped off Inter,"

DIDA

Dida faces suspension

Live at 5:25 pm threatened neighbours from Madrid's ; S hardly left their players with nothing to it too personally, they weren't offensive
& industrial southern suburbs but Rayo Premiership giants as he Sl{ggested on  gamethere. ) do, but now that their other commit-  words." Despite what he said, Moratti
Aston Villa vs Arsenal have afew points to prove. ThursdaY thflt he wou'ld field a less- However, F’»arca W_ﬂl have to getpast | 016 are over for the season, the would be delighted if 'Batigol' got his o )
Live at 7:55 pm Rayo players and club officials are than-typicalline up to give some players  their former first choice goalkeeper Jose Bianconeri can focus on trying to sew  revengeatthe SanSiroonSunday. @ FOO tball player Oscar Damiani, is to be judged

STAR Sports
Gillette World Sports Special
Intl Sports News
Taped Version at 7:30 pm
English Premier Football League
Southampton vs West Ham United
Live at 7:55 pm

still smarting at being snubbed as an
opponent during Real's centenary
celebrations last season and in some
cases there is even greater motivation to
knockReal off their lofty perch.

"I was 15 and I had a ticket from a
friend in Real youth team to see Real

arest.

The French midfield duo of Claude
Makelele and Zinedine Zidane look set
to get a respite and are likely to be
replaced by the Argentine pair of Santi-
ago Solari and Estaban Cambiasso, who
were not on international duty during

Manuel Reina, who was discarded last
summer.

FIXTURES
Saturday (kick off GMT): Real Madrid
v Rayo Vallecano (1700), Villarreal v
Barcelona (1845), Real Betis v Valen-

up another Scudetto, starting at home
to neighbours Torino. On paper, this
looks like a foregone conclusion as the
top team in Serie A takes on the club in
last place, having already beaten them
4-0 in their last meeting, especially with
Alessandro Del Piero ready to make his

FIXTURES
(kick off 1400 GMT unless stated)
Saturday: Juventus v Torino (1700),
ParmavAC Milan (1930)
Sunday: Brescia v Atalanta, Chievo

AFP, Milan

A Milanese court on Thursday
handed AC Milan's Brazilian 'keeper
Dida a seven-month suspended

at a later date on whether he should
bearsome of the blame.

The affair came to light two years
ago when club vice-president
Adriano Galliani asked police to look
into the legality of the player's
papers.
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