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ECB's austerity

AFP, London

England cricket chiefs revealed
Tuesday they will have to cut costs
by four million pounds (6.3 million
dollars) in the wake of the national
team's boycott of their World Cup
matchinZimbabwe.

England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) chief executive Tim
Lamb hinted the move was a result
of repercussions from England's
boycott of their pool-stage World
Cup match in Zimbabwe two
monthsago.

The International Cricket
Council subsequently withheld 2.3
million pounds of World Cup
money from English cricket and it is
that shortfall which appears to have
already forced the ECB to take
action.

Lamb warned before England
pulled out of their Pool A match in
Harare on February 13 for safety
reasons that a boycott would be
likely to cost English cricket.

Fears that Zimbabwe would
retaliate by cancelling their tour of
England this summer appear to
havebeen allayed.

But the cut will have to be made
to a budget which caters for grass-
roots cricket up to the allocation of
central contracts.

Lamb told the BBC Sport
Website: "It is regrettable that these
cost savings need to be found, but
they are part of the financial fall-out
from the 2003 World Cup.

"It is only right and proper that
all parts of the game should bear the
pain. The ECB is committed to
managing cricket on a thoroughly
professional and modern basis, and
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Cargill claimed just her fifth win in
main draw WTA events by claiming
the decisive break with the scores tied
at4-4inthefinalset.

Number seven seed Nathalie
Dechy of France had few problems
against Denisa Chladkova as she
came through 6-4, 6-2.

Marie-Gaianeh Mikaelian of
Switzerland had a good 3-6, 6-4, 6-2
win against Daja Bedanova of the
Czech Republic, and Thailand's
Tamarine Tanasugarn beat 18-year-
old American Shenay Perry 7-6, 6-2.

Latif raring to go

lwl Cricket

REUTERS, Sharjah

New Pakistan captain Rashid Latif is
relishing the challenge of leading a
young side at the four-nation Sharjah
Cup starting on Thursday.

"I feel very confident and, God
willing, I will perform this challenging
assignment most effectively," Latif told
Reuters on Tuesday after a practice
session under the guidance of new
coachJaved Miandad.

Latif was handed the captaincy after
Pakistan's dismal performance in the
2003 World Cup after which skipper
Wagqgar Younis, and senior players
Wasim Akram, Shoaib Akhtar, Saeed
Anwar and Inzamamul Haq were
dropped.

"Most of the players in the side are
youngand hence we will try and work on
improving the technical aspect of their
game," the 34-year-old Latif said before
his team's opening match against
Zimbabwe. The tournament also
features Sri Lanka and Kenya.

"The team is young, but we are not
very short on experience. Except for two
players Umer Gulf and Mohammad

Hafeez all have played international
cricket.

"But one has to be patient. We are
not expecting the team to perform
miracles. If they win here in Sharjah it
will be a bonus. The idea is to build the
team for future," he said.

"If youlook at my career, I have been
through crisis situations many a times
and each time, by the grace of God, have
come ontop.

"This is a challenging job, no doubt,
but I am confident of handling it," said
Latif, who was frank enough to admit
thathewould have retired from cricket if
Pakistan had done well in the World
Cup.

"I had made up mind (of quitting),
but couldn't refuse the offer from the
Pakistan Cricket Board. I fact, I am
grateful to the board for assigning me
this significant task, initially for one
year," hesaid.

"Pakistan cricket is going through a
transition period and it will take to build
the team, but the process has begun in
therightdirection.

"With Javed Miandad, whom I
consider one of the best brains in
cricket, at the helm, Pakistan can look
forward to regaining lost glory," Latif
added.

Davis Cup

Tough task for

Swedes

AFP, Malmo

With Lleyton Hewitt back to full health,
under-strength Sweden face an uphill

World Number one Hewitt, in the
southern Swedish port city since the
weekend after flying in from Miami, has
pronounced himself fit from a stomach
virus which contributed to an opening-
match knockout at last week's Masters
Series.

There is little that can stop the gung-
ho Aussie when it comes to playing
Davis Cup, the main event - along with
the Grand Slams - on his yearly calen-
dar.

And the 22-year-old is ready to put
his Miami mishap from some dodgy
room service food well out of mind
when he leads Mark Philippoussis in
singles on indoor carpet at the
Baltiskahallen.

"I want to be in the best shape
possible. When I get onto the court,

better days.

Jonas Bjorkman, world No 4 six years
ago, is now more successful at doubles.
Magnus Norman once stood within a

struggles with form. Swedish coach
Mats Wilander is trialing 21-year-old
newcomer Joachim Johansson, who has
yet to play his first Davis rubber. All of
the home side players stand well outside
the ATP top 50.

Australia last played the Swedes in
Sydney in September, 2001, with the
hosts winning their sixth tie from eight
in the series to reach the final against
France, the 46th finalein Aussie history.

Sweden's two victories have both
come at home - and both indoors - on
clayand carpet.

Wilander rated the visitors as favour-
ites, but is not counting his side out,
recalling a 3-2 upset of Brazil in
February's firstround.

"We all know what Hewitt and
Philippoussis are capable of. But any-
one can beat anyone is today's game,"

Akram joins
Hants
AFP, London

Pakistani all-rounder Wasim Akram
has replaced Australian spinner Shane
Warne at English county cricket side
Hampshire.

The 36-year-old has signed a one-
year deal with the Second Division
side. Warne, who was due to captain
Hampshire this season, was banned for
a year for testing positive for a banned
diureticjust before the World Cup.

Hampshire then tried to sign
Wasim's Pakistan teammate Shoaib
Akhtar, but the move for the world's
fastest bowler fell through because of
his Test commitments.

But Wasim, 36, is not certain to fill
the captaincy position made vacant by
Warne.

"Wasim Akram has signed a one-
year contract with Hampshire," a club
spokesman told the BBC Sport website.

"He flew in just before midnight on
Tuesday to meet with club officials, put
pen to paper before flying out to St
Luciato play in a double wicket compe-
tition.

"Wasim has not been offered the
captaincy, butitis fair to say he is in the
running with the likes of John Crawley.

"The club should be in a position to
make an announcement later in the
week."

The left-armer, who spent a decade
atLancashire, is the only bowler ever to
take 500 wickets in one-day interna-
tionals. He has also topped 400 wickets
in Test cricket, and has made almost
3,000 runs with a best score of 257 not
out.

"For me it is a fresh challenge and a
new chapter in my career," Wasim said
Wednesday.

"The aim is for Hampshire to gain
promotion in both competitions this
year, and I hope to be able to play a part

Average:23.62
One-dayint'ls: 356
One-day wickets: 502
Average:23.52

giving
up for good

AFP, Rome

AC Milan's veteran Brazilian
midfielder Leonardo said Tuesday he
is retiring from football early so that
he concentrate on his duties as the
Italian club's assistant vice-president.

The 33-year-old, who played in the
1998 World Cup final defeat by
France, returned to Milan last
October having left them in the sum-
mer of 2001 to play back home in
Brazil.

Originally he said he was going to
quit at the end of the current season

No dethroning

Diouf
@ Football

AFP, johannesburg

Senegal striker El Hadji Diouf was
named 2002 African Footballer of the
Yearatabanquethere Tuesday.

It was the second successive year
the greatest individual award in
African football was won by the 22-
year-old star who plays for English
Premiership club Liverpool.

Success for Diouf crowned a won-
derful evening for the West African
state of Senegal, who won six of the 11
categories. The other awards went to
Egypt (three) and Ghana (two).

The Senegal squad thatreached the
2002 World Cup quarter-finals was
named Team of the Year and the
Frenchman who masterminded their
glorious run, Bruno Metsu, was cho-
sen Coach of the Year.

Tony Sylva was voted Goalkeeper
of the Year, Pape Bouba Diop won the
Goal of the Year section for his effort
against Uruguay during the World Cup

THE AWARDEES

The winners of the annual Confeder-
ation of African Football (CAF)
awards were announced here Tues-
day:

Footballer of the Year: El Hadji
Diouf (Sen)

Young Footballer of the Year:
Ahmed 'Mido' Hossam (Egy)

Goalkeeper of the Year: Tony

African Champions League
Footballer of the Year: Walid
Abdellatif (Zamalek, Egy)

Televised Goal of the Year: Pape

Youth Development Award:
Ghana

Merit Achievement Award:
Mwade Wade (Sen)

and a Merit Achievement award went
to veteran administrator Mawade
Wade.

Champions League winners
Zamalek won the Club of the Year
category, their midfielder Walid
Abdellatif was voted Champions
League Footballer of the Year, and
Ahmed 'Mido' Hossam Young
Footballer of the Year.

Alberta Sackey of Ghana, leading
scorer at the 2002 African women's
championship in Nigeria, was
crowned African Women's Footballer
of the Year and the Youth
Development award went to the
Ghana Football Association.

There were no surprises with Diouf
favoured since December to emulate
retired Ghana star Abedi 'Pele’ Ayew
and win the award outright twice in a
row.

Liberian George Weah shared it in
1994 and won it the following year.

The other finalists were Senegal
midfielder Diop,who plays for French
club Lens, and Egypt striker Hossam,
recently lent by Ajax Amsterdam of the
Netherlands to Celta Vigo of Spain.

While Diouf received rapturous
applause from 600 guests at a conven-
tion centre in an exclusive
Johannesburg suburb, the award will
increase pressure on him to improve a
tarnished image.

He missed a shootout penalty
when Senegal lost to Cameroon in the
2002 African Nations Cup final, and
was overshadowed by Diop and
Khalilou Fadiga at the World Cup.

Diouf has not set Anfield alight
either, drifting in and out of the

playing for Liverpool gives Diouf, a
worldwide media profile beyond the
wildest dreams of Diop and Hossam
and his close cropped peroxide blond

claims he is being watched by English
giants Manchester United, and
Hossam a gifted if temperamental

EL HADJI DIOUF

rising star.

While Diop is a model professional
and, many would argue, a better
ambassador for African football than
Diouf, Hossam swopped the
Netherlands for Spain after numerous
off-field clashes with Ajax coaches and

officials. Diop was voted Senegal
Footballer of the Year while Diouf has
completed an international hat-trick
after topping African Footballer of Year
polls by Paris-based Afrique Football
magazine and the BBC African radio
service.

ALL WINNERS

1970 - Salif Keita (Mli)
1971 - Ibrahim Sunday (Gha)

1977 - Tarak Dhiab (Tun)

1978 - Abdul Razak (Gha)

1979 - Thomas Nkono (Cmr)

1980 - Jean Manga Onguene (Cmr)

1984 - Theophile Abega (Cmr)
1985 - Mohamed Timoumi (Mar)
1986 - Badou Zaki (Mar)

Winners of African Footballer of the Year award:

1987 - Rabah Madjer (Alg)
1988 - Kalusha Bwalya (Zam)

1994 - Emmanuel Amunike (Ngr) and
George Weah (Lbr)

1995 - George Weah (Lbr)

1996 - Nwankwo Kanu (Ngr)

2000 - Patrick Mboma (Cmr)
2001 - El Hadji Diouf (Sen)
2002 - El Hadji Diouf (Sen)

Kadhafi buying
Barca date!

AFP, Barcelona

Al Saadi Kadhafi, the football-mad
son of Libya leader Moamer Kadhafi,
has paid out 300,000 euros (327,000
dollars) to set up a date between his
club Al Ittihad and Spanish giants
Barcelona.

The 29-year-old Kadhafi, who like
his father has the rank of colonel, is a
director of his club, the reigning

Rio denies 'fixing'

I@ Football

AFP, Leeds

Manchester United star Rio Ferdinand
denied in a court case Tuesday that he
had asked aman to "fix" girls for him at
anightclub.

The England defender also denied

he had been warned by bouncers
about complaints from women while
outdrinking.

Ferdinand was giving evidence at
the trial of another man accused of
attemptedrape.

At the trial at Leeds Crown Court he
did concede that he was spoken to by
bouncers at a Leeds nightclub in
January last year and that he was told

to "chill out". He also admitted he and
his then Leeds team-mate Michael
Duberry accepted a lift from a man he
knew called Reds from the nightclub to
ahotelalongwith two girls.

Ferdinand told the court that he
and Duberry drank champagne at the
hotel in the early hours of the morning
butdenied the girls were with him.

Asked by prosecutor Richard
Newberry: "Reds was getting these
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goingtoneedit," hesaid.

With Sweden's Number one Thomas
Johansson still recovering from knee
surgery, it's down to former Top 10

rounds. He last flew the Davis flag at this
venue two years ago in 4-1 quarter-final
win over Russia.

for the club which has shown great

respectand love towards me."
Leonardo last played for Milan on

December 22 against Brescia.

fan of Barcelona's Argentinian Javier

Saviola and Real Madrid's Brazilian

World Cup winner Ronaldo.
AlIttihad are in the Catalan capital

was assaulted by King, who produced a
gun.

The woman, who cannot be named
for legal reasons, also told the court
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against Moroccan side Hassania
Agadirin Casablanca on April 13.

threatened her, saying: "If I don't slap
youupI'llgetsomeoneelseto."
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