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Italy's ace striker Christian Vieri (R) scoring his second goal past Finnish goalkeeper Antti Niemi at Palermo's Renzo

Barbera Stadium on March 29.

England on track,

REUTERS, Oporto

Deco Souza crowned a spectacular
debut for Portugal with the win-
ning goal in a 2-1 victory over his
native Brazil on Saturday -- their
first over the south Americans
since 1966.

Substitute Deco converted a set
piece in the 82nd minute after
Brazil's Roberto Carlos was sent off
for shoulder charging Israeli ref-
eree Alon Yefet in protest over the
award of a free kick to Portugal.

It was also trainer Luiz Felipe
Scolari's first win in charge of
Portugal, and came against the
team he fashioned into world
champions for a record fifth time
lessthanayearago.

Portugal lost 1-0 away to Italy
last month in Scolari's only other
game in charge. As Euro 2004 hosts
Portugal qualify automatically and
have only friendlies to play before
the tournament.

"This was not about me, but the
fans, who haven't had a win over
Brazilfor 37 years," said Scolari.

"That's history, I want them to
make history and to score.
Moreover, I want them to have a
big chance to be remembered in
2004, not just as (world youth
champions)in1991."

Scolari also praised Deco, who
played in front of what waslargely a
home crowd at the Antas stadium,
where his playmaking has done
much to give his club Porto their

overwhelming lead in the
Portuguese premiership.

"He had to come on, and was
going to come on. He even slotted
into a position that wasn't his. But
as Rui (Costa) was really inspired,
Deco helped out," added Scolari,
who was wary of starting the
untried Deco alongside veteran
Costa.

"He will help us out, on the
wing, in the middle, wherever.
That's the spiritIwantin the team."

Portugal took the lead in the
eighth minute when Sergio
Conceicao crossed to Pauleta who
evaded a challenge from Brazil
captain Cafu to poke the ball inside
therightpost.

The home side settled into a
confident passing game after that,
yet all the scoring chances in the
remainder of the first half went to
Brazil.

Rivaldo failed to score with only
goalkeeper Ricardo Pereira to beat
and Roberto Carlos twice hit the
woodwork with powerful shots
from 25 metres.

Ronaldo was also wasteful when
he chipped weakly into Ricardo's
hands from close range.

Tempers became frayed in the
second half as both sides were
guilty of clumsy tackles on a wet
pitch.

But Ronaldinho levelled for
Brazil in the 65th minute, convert-
ing a penalty after Portugal winger
Simao Sabrosa, playing in place of
Luis Figo, had brought him down.

Agassi thru'

Rain curtails
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Portugal's Rui Jorge (R) checks Brazil's Cafu during the friendly at Antas Stadium in Porto on March 29.

Points to ponder
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suspectactions in premierleague.

6. Audio and video classes will
enrich a player's knowledge about
the game and his opponents. Video
analysis will pinpoint the weak-
nesses and strength of each of our
players and as well as their oppo-
nents. This will immensely help
our players, both physically and
mentally, while playing against
other Test playing nations.

9. Bowling machines should be
used in practice of all age groups,
schools, colleges, clubs and
national team. We do not have
genuine quick bowlers but we need
to practice against very fast deliver-
ies, which is only possible by the
bowling machine. Bowling
machine is also capable of bowling
all kinds of deliveries i.e. fast,
medium, slow or any kind of spin.

Serena keeps
crown

REUTERS, Miami

Top seed Serena Williams has
come back from a set down to beat
Jennifer Capriati 4-6, 6-4, 6-1 and
win her second consecutive
Nasdaq-100 Opentitle.

It was the world number one's
seventh straight win over Capriati,
who was attempting to celebrate
her 27th birthday by finally win-
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