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The Braga Municipal stadium.

WI players' fee
crisis lifts

REUTERS, Berbice

The West Indies Carib Beer semi-
final matches will go ahead on
Saturday after the West Indies
Cricket Board (WICB) and West
Indies Players Association (WIPA)
ended their stand-off over players'
fees.

The dispute over increased fees
for players in senior domestic
competitions resulted with the
team members from the semi-
finalists in the Carib Beer series
refusing to take the field for their
scheduled matches on Friday.

The games featuring Barbados
and Trinidad and Tobago at
Kensington Oval in Barbados and
Guyana versus Jamaica at the
Albion Sports Complex in Berbice
arenow due to start on Saturday.

The WICB and WIPA resumed
talks on Friday after discussions
broke down on Thursday evening
and have agreed on a way to
address the outstanding issues,
including increased fees to players
insenior domestic competitions.

Martyn setback

FROM PAGE 8

the injury was probably numbed
by the joy of winning the match,
but going into another long cam-
paign, I want to be as fit as possi-
ble," Martyn said.

Once the results of Martyn's
medical review were known, the
ACB said a decision would be made
as to whether a replacement player
wasneeded.

Rajib, Reefat
share lead

UNB, Dhaka

Two International Masters -
Enamul Hossain Rajib and Reefat
bin Sattar - jointly led the table with
2.5 points each after the third
round games in the Professor
Abdur Razzak 29th National
Championship at the NSC chess
roomyesterday.

In the day's matches, Rajib beat
Monjur Alam, Reefat defeated FM
Sheikh Nasir Ahmed, GM Niaz
Murshed beat FM Rezaul Haque,
Khandakar Aminul Islam beat IM
Abdullah Al Rakib, Syed Mahfuzur
Rahman Emon drew with Mehdi
Hasan Paraq and Shawkat Hossain
Pollab drew with FM Taibur
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PORTUGAL

AFP, Braga

Portugal has flattened the top of a
mountain outside the northern city
of Braga to make way for a land-
mark new stadium officials hope
will be an architectural showcase
for the Euro 2004 football finals.

"We did not want to build just
one more stadium, we wanted to
build a model stadium," the mayor

of Braga,—Francisco—Mesqtita
Machado, told reporters on Friday
during a tour of the stadium con-
struction site.

"There is no other stadium in
the world that looks like this one,"
headded.

Before work on the stadium
began, construction crews
removed more than one million
square metres of granite rock from
Mount Castro, a mountain over-
looking this city of just 80,000
located some 360 kilometres north
of Lisbon which will host two of the
tournament's 31 matches.

The stadium, which is expected
to cost 40 million euros by the time
itis completed in June, will feature
no seats behind either goals.

The northwest side of the sta-
dium will instead be left wide open
offering a view of the surrounding
countryside while the opposite end
of the stadium will face a huge wall
of granite belonging to the exposed
mountain.

On that wall builders will place a
270 square metre television screen
-- the biggest in Europe -- to allow
fans to seereplays ofkey moves.

The stadium's 30,000 seats will
all be along the two sides of the
field, with half falling along a side
being being built into the side of
the mountain.

"Football was meant to be seen
on the side of the pitch not behind
the goal post," said Machado.

The pitch will not be covered
but both sides of seats will be pro-
tected by a 60-metre concrete roof.
The two roofs will be linked by 64
giant cables which will stretch
above and across the field.

The stadium, which was
designed by Eduardo Souta Moura,
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Mountain stadium

one of Portugal's best known
architects, will also feature a three
metre gap between the field and
the seating which will allow natural
light to flood the floor beneath the
pitch which will used as a commer-
cialarea.

Officials also boast the gap will
prevent rowdy fans from invading
the football field.

"We are convinced the stadium
will become an important archi-
tectural masterpiece," said
Machado.

The city of Braga, which is
known for its white-walled hilltop
sanctuary, is also building an
Olympic swimming pool and a
diving pool, as well as two football
training fields, tennis courts and a
jogging trail, in the area surround-
ing the new stadium. The stadium
is one of 10 which Portugal is build-
ing or renovating at a cost of
roughly 400 million euros in order
to host Euro 2004, which will be
played fromJune 12 to July 4.

The 10 new stadiums will have a
capacity of 380,000 people, or
almost four per cent of Portugal's
total population.

Mahmud new skipper

FROM PAGE 8

A product of the Nirman School
Cricket championship, Mahmud
led the first Bangladesh Under-19
team to England in 1997 and the
Beximco Cup in Dhaka in the
followingyear.

But since walking into the

national team in the ACC Trophyin
1996, it has been an uphill strug%le
to cement his place as a regular
player.

Although Mahmud is a veteran
of 38 one-internationals since his
debut against India in the
Independence Cup in 1998, his
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Grand Master Niaz Murshed (L) and FIDE Master Rezaul Haque engage in
cerebral warfare during the third round of the Professor Abdur Razzak 29th

Rahman Sumon. National Championship at the NSC chess room yesterday.
[ EE O C T a [ [0 |17
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS  42That 2valle  21Skers |- ° "
1 Set guy's 3 Operatic mecca 15 16 7
4 Company 44 Type of text 22—
8 Buy stuff top 4 Crime uncertain 18 ] 20
12Mr, Baba 46Generous 5 Equi- ferms
13Jacob's  508coundrel 6 Actor 23 Intention 21 22 23 24
brother  51Matinee Julia 27 Burst
14Com- — 7 Beetho- 29 Drink 25 % 27 28
moticn 52 Monrovia ven's 30 Semester
15Malicious-  resident oulput  31Greek = i M B -
ly defam- 56 Kittenish 8 Unlike orch
atory comment 007's Ss?rhe i i = = i
17 Press 57 Farm martinis Moor of = 43 m 45
18 Kia model fraction 9 Circle Venice
19 Research- 58 Praiseful dance 35"“Great 46 |47 |48 48 50
er'svenue  piece 10 Blood- Expecta-
211970s 59 Scandi- hound’s tions” 51 52 53 54 (55
SALT navian clue hero —
talks site city 11 Express  38Boot " B H
24 Train 60 Campus mail camp - ,
compo- bigwig carrier? address 9 B o
nent 61Promptly 16“Ichbin 40 Sway
25 Formicary — 43 Deli side T
denizen DOWN Berliner” dish CRYPTOQUIP
26 Puppy's 1 "My — 20Emeril's  45Mayo .
bark Sal” expleive  holder Fyv SROI CYGNRORFW
28 Dies, 46 Wheels of
Wicked  Solution time: 27 mins. fortune? X DV HYDHOY JRWXG
Witch- AMYIRETAW PR ITAolE] 47 Mid- ]
5tyle wlolofolL] i ol olGlE|E month QYE“DFC GD BQDV BNOOE:
32Groovin'  [L{alvEL T[]y [olo[ElL date
on s[TTo[N]E LE|o 48 Emulate “BNVE NFC YSSYBG.”
34 Unruly m : i ':1 i m A ﬁ g L 2 Andy Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WE FINALLY HAD TO
hairdo A M TAlo M tole] . varpapa  FIRE OUR NEW GARDENER. THE GUY WAS TOO
36 Lfglggsi Eralo MoV INeloT 49 G_:OWHUP ROUGIH AROUND THE HEDGES.
gone? w[o[R 3 ; - THA ||< E rami glhsape leday’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals L
37 Ransacks ja]i{L &i1 ojw[nIlR 1[0 shifter? The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one letter stands for
39Snapshot {plojo|nIA|L]Al EMo[1[L] 54Excite- another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout the
41 Street MIEEH BEBE DNER ment puzzle. Single letters, shorl words and words using an apostrophe
address? 55 Fresh give you clues to locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error,

contribution in the Test arena is
insignificant.

He made his Test debut in a
washed-out Test against
Zimbabwe in Dhaka in 2002. The
other two Tests were against hosts
New Zealand.

A man of principle Mahmud,
who refused to take over from
Aminul Islam before the match
against Pakistan in the 1999 World
Cup, said that his first task would
be to lift the team's morale and
ir}ject a belief that they are capable
of doing better than what they had
doneatthe World Cup.

Besides, he felt that he should
haveasayin the selection process.

"It would be nice if the selectors
called me in the meeting tomorrow
(Monday)," said Mahmud.

Asked to compare himself with
his predecessor, the soft-spoken
Mahmud said: "I believe I will have
a better rapport when it comes to
handling the players."

He also played down any rivalry
with Akram over the captaincy
issue. "I have played under Akram
Bhai both for club and country. He
isanice man and it willnot hamper
our relationship on the field."

ESPN

English Premier Football League
Newcastle United vs Tottenham Hotspur
Repeat at 7:00 am
Western Union World Football
Repeat at 11:00 pm
STAR Sports
Gillette World Sports Special

Intl Sports News
Repeat at 11:00 am

of

Euro 2004
website

AFP, Lisbon

Of football and bombs

AFP, Baghdad

Organisers of the Euro 2004 foot-
ball finals to be be held in Portugal
next June 12-July 4 launched an
official competition website on
Saturday.

The site on www.euro2004.com
is available in eight languages -
English, French, Spanish, German,
Portuguese, Italian, Russian and
Japanese, giving information on
stadia, host towns, accommoda-
tion, accreditation, tickets and
qualifyingresults.

The site will be reconfigured in
November when the draw is made
for the finals with the 16 qualified
countries.

Nat'l school
hockey

UNB, Dhaka

Khalilur Rahman High School of
Dhaka and Nasirabad Govt High
School of Chittagong won their
respective matches in the Metro
Group National School Hockey
Tournament final round that
began at the Maulana Bhasani
National Stadium yesterday.

. Khalilur Rahman High out-
played Arjat Atarjan High of
Kishoreganj 5-0 after leading the
first half by 2-0 while Nasirabad
Govt High beat Armanitola Govt
High of Dhaka 3-2

Premier Div
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The limited-overs relegation league
also starts today with the Indira Road
KC taking on Surjo Tarun at the
Fatullah Stadium.

FIXTURES

Mar30-Apr2: Victoriavs BU (BKSP)
CityClubvs UttaraSC (DCS)
Apr4-7: Abahanivs MSC (BKSP)
Apr5-8:Victoriavs Uttara (DCS)
Apr10-13: City Clubvs MSC (BKSP)
AbahanivsBU (FCS)
Apr16-19:Victoriavs MSC (BKSP)
City Clubvs Abahani (FCS)
UttaravsBU (DCS)
Apr22-25:Victoriavs Abahani (FCS)
CityClubvsBU (DCS)
MSCvsUttara (BKSP)

Apr 28-May 1: Victoria vs City Club
(BKSP)

Abahanivs Uttara (DCS)

Back to boycott
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The two teams, however, clashed
in the multi-nation World Cup in
South Africa early this month, with
India beating Pakistan by six wick-
ets in a preliminary league match
atCenturion.

There were hopes however that
the World Cup match would lead
to a resumption of normal cricket
relations.

It attracted huge interest in
both India and Pakistan and
among Asian cricket fans living
overseas.

The tour would have been a
much-needed money-spinner for
the PCB which has suffered heavy
losses as aresult of cancelled series
over the past couple of years.

They were forced to play 'home'
series against West Indies and
Australia at neutral venues, and a
Test against New Zealand was
cancelled last April after a bomb
explosion in Karachi.

AIUB inter-varsity
cricket champs

SPORTS REPORTER

American International University
Bangladesh (AIUB) won the AIUB-
Pepsi Cup inter-varsity cricket
tournament title beating Asia
Pacific University (UAP) by 150
runs at the Mirpur City Club
ground yesterday.

Winning the toss, AIUB decided
to bat first and scored 303 runs for
sevenwickets in40 overs.

Inreply, UAP were all out for 153
runsin 34 overs.

SCORESIN BRIEF

AIUB: 303 for 7 in 40 overs
(Faisal 71*, Hannan 43, Rajin 30 ,
Mustadir 56, Mushfiqur 49; Shakil
3/30, Asadullah 1/24, Humayun
1/60, Mushfiqur 1/54).

UAP: 153 all out in 34 overs
(Saifuddin 42 , Ashikur 33,
Humayun 16, Naimul 11; Saikat
421;%% Monjurul 2/16, Mustadir

)
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State Minister for Youth and Sports Fazlur Rahman handing over the win-
ner's trophy to the AIUB cricket team yesterday.

British and US bombs may be
pounding Baghdad every day but
they failed to disrupt this week-
end's fixtures in the Iraqileague.

In a country whose national
federation is run by President
Saddam Hussein's elder son Uday,
football has always been more than
justagame.

Uday gave orders that Friday's
fixtures go ahead and that stadi-
ums around the country open their
gates for free, in line with the Iraqi
authorities' attempt to maintain a
veneer of normality amid the
coalition onslaught.

A major game in Baghdad on
Friday gave the capital's Zawra
White Eagles a home game -- last
weekend they eeked outa 1-1 awa
draw against Basra just as Britis
armour arrived on the outskirts of
the southern portcity.

Some 5,000 fans turned out at
the Stadium of the People to cheer
their heroes on against a side from
Samarra, 100 kilometres (60 miles)
north of the capital.

Many in the crowd said they had
leapt at the chance of abriefrespite
from the war.

Ibrahim al-Mafarji, a 40-year-
old businessman, said he had
brought his three children, aged
three, 11 and 14, "to forget the war

foralittle bit".

"It is relaxing and gives the kids
some excitement," he said.

Another father, Mofad Luwai,
44, was also watching the game
with his children.

"They're the ones who forced
me to come. The schools have been
closed all week, so they've been
stuckathome."

Saad Kazem, a 34-year-old food
wholesaler, echoed the enthusi-
asm but pointed out that just 5,000
of the stadium's 50,000 seats were
taken.

"It's the first chance I've had to
enjoy myself all week. Usually the
stadium's full for a match. Maybe
people didn't know today's game
wasstillon."

The reticence of less committed
fans is perhaps not surprising --
throughout the game, reminders of
the war were never faraway.

Black smoke hovered over the
battered pitch as it has the rest of
the Iraqi capital for days, the result
of the army's igniting of fuel
trenches in a bid to deny coalition
warplanes a clear view of the city.

And on the terraces, chants of
"Bush, your days are numbered!"
and "Hello, hello! Saddam is still
strong!" rang out alongide more
traditional football songs.

Throughout the game, Imad

Gargan, a 38-year-old printer,
clutched a poster portrait of the
Iraqgistrongman.

"I'm not parting with it," he
said. "I'm sure the presence of my
beloved leader will help my team
win."

The war even played into hands
of the home team, currently lying
thirdin theleague.

In the second half, already 2-0
up, Zawra centre-forward Hossam
Fawzi burst into the Samarra six-
yard box just as a huge explosion
shook the stadium.

The coalition bomb or missile
rattled the Samarra defence just
long enough for Fawzi to hammer
home a third.

For some in the crowd, the
periodic dangers of attending
matches here are token of the
dedication of the Iraq soccer fan.

Waddah Hallas, 34, proudly
recalls a game in December 1998
when the Iraqi capital was being
pounded by four days of British
and US air strikes.

"The planes were crossing the
sky to bomb and no-one moved,"
he said. "Everyone just wanted to
seethe end of the match."
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Real Madrid midfielder Zinedine
Zidane said Thursday he will not
change his style after being handed
the captain's armband for
Saturday's Euro 2004 qualifier
against Malta.

Coach Jacques Santini plumped
for Zidane in place of Chelsea
defender Marcel Desailly, who has
been left out of the squad because of
injuries and poor form, saying the
man whose two goals in the 1998
World Cup final brought global
stardom exudes a natural authority.

"My responsibilities will be the
same as ever," smiled Zidane,
adding he might like to stay as
skipper "when Marcel has finished
hiscareer."

He explained: "I am very ha
to be ab)ig to be skipper foI;yat lg)s}t’
two games (France also play Israel
on Wednesday in Palermo). When I
was small I used to watch France
matches on television when
(Michel) Platini was skipper.

"He wore the number 10 shirt -
and tomorrow it'll be Zidane! But
my tasks will not change - I need to
perform, try to score and create

oals too. I will just be wearing a
ittle extra bit 0% material on my
sleeve. That doesn't alter the fact
youhave to playwell and win."

AFP. Lens

ZINEDINE ZIDANE

Captain Zidane
unchanged

France are already as good as
through having won their opening
three gamesin a Group One theyare
dominating and Zidane believes he
does not need to tell the players
theirjob.

"I'won't be out there shouting -
don'tgoin for that. As for the behav-
iour of the other players towards
me, the old heads or the younger
ones, that will stay the same.

"Everyone respects me - as I
re;pect everyone else. The most
difficult thingis to be here at the pre-
match press conference speaking
about it. That doesn't usually hap-
pen!"

Zidane, who said he expected
Desailly to return for a French
record 104th cap against Egypt on
April 30, insisted France have sev-
eralleaders.

"For these two matches the
skipper could have been Patrick
Vieira, Fabien Barthez or Titi
(Thierry) Henry. But the captain's
armband is best left with the num-
ber 10," laughed Zidane, in allusion
to Platini'slongrun at the fulcrum of
the side which lifted the 1984
European Championship.

"I have happy memories of
Lens," he added, referring to the
second round of the 1998 World
Cup where Laurent Blanc's golden
goal saw off Paraguay at the city's
StadeBollaert.

Santini meanwhile refused to
confirm if Vieira, who is carrying a
kneeinjury, would start.

Sharjah goes

FROM PAGE 8

Pakistan on the other hand have
been forced to drop batsman
Saleem Elahi after competition
organisers refused to waive a
player limit. Elahi was included in
the 16-member squad announced
last week, but the tournament
organisers have told the Pakistan
Cricket Board they would not bend
the 15-player limit and Pakistan
would have to pay the expenses of
anyadditions.

Sri Lanka squad: Sanath Jayasuriya
(captain), Marvan Atapattu,
Avishka Gunawardene, Kumar
Sangakkara, Hashan Tillakaratne,
Prasanna Jayawardena, Jehan
Mubarak, Chaminda Vaas, Dilhara
Fernando, Prabath Nissanka,

Buddika Fernando, Kumar
Dharmasena, Kaushal
Lokuarachchi, Muttiah

Muralitharan, Michael Van Dort

SCHEDULE

April3: Pakistanvs Zimbabwe
April4: Pakistanvs SriLanka
April5:  Zimbabwevs Kenya
April6: SriLankavs Kenya
April7:  SriLankavs Zimbabwe
April8: Pakistanvs Kenya
April9: Restday

April10: Final
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Tick the correct answers, post to

@he Baily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
April 11, 2003 and draw
shortly afterwards
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. Who was the man-of-the
tournament in the Cricket

WordCup?
P

T 3.1 o 1 I
Trenauikar Gangutry ree

2. Whowasthe man-c’l-me-matcn
mtne vvoriatup mnats

Ponting  Bichel McGrath
3. What ur:ll sthelowest Lr‘nrp inthe

World Cup?

36 40 43

ﬁmﬁ‘vﬂf@m@%mw
the World Cup?
359 345 394
I I
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