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Qualifying under war's shadow

PORTUGAL

AFP, paris

Against the gloomy backdrop of
war in Iraq football will creep back
towards centre stage Saturday for a
raft of crucial Euro 2004 qualifiers.

England travel to Liechtenstein
for a David versus Goliath contest
which secured UEFA's go-ahead
after initial security concerns
about potential terror attacks
connected with the Iraqi crisis.

While such threats off the field
linger, on the field itis banana skins

place like this on a difficult pitch.
It's a potential banana skin,"
Gerrard said.

Elsewhere in England's group,
Macedonia, boosted by their 2-2
draw away to England, take on
Slovakia while the Turks have a free
weekend.

France, like their English coun-
terparts, face a side they should
beat easily in the shape of Malta
and Les Bleus have home advan-
tage in the northern town of Lens.

Robert Pires is set to miss out
with an ankle strain but Zinedine
Zidane, skipper in the absence of
Marcel Desailly, is over aleg strain.

The French have found Group
One a cakewalk to date. They
thrashed Slovenia 5-0 in their last
competitive tie and although they
did lose a recent home friendly to
the Czech Republic they have
already swamped the Maltese
away.

over Italy.

A home win over Azerbaijan in
Cardiff would leave Wales within
touching distance of a place in the
finals of a major event for the first
time since the 1958 World Cup.

Skipper Gary Speed is warning
against over-confidence, however,
as beating Italy would prove point-
less if the Azeris are not sent pack-
ing.

"If anything, the real hard work
starts here," said the Newcastle
midfielder.

"There is a danger you can
suddenly think it is too easy at the
top of the group, begin to relax and
think you just have to turn up to
win.

Wales will have to await devel-
opments after Saturday as
Wednesday's trip to Serbia-
Montenegro has been postponed
to August 20 because of civil unrest
there.

Italy, with just four points on the
board from three matches, will

world champs

l@ Football

AP, Lisbon

LuizFilipe Scolaribuilt Brazil into a team that conquered the world.

But on Saturday the Brazilian will try to turn the tables on his country as
coach of Portugal, which is eager to erase the memories of its miserable World
Cup performancewhenitwenthome after the firstround.

Brazilian star Ronaldo acknowledges that Scolari is Portugal's trump card
forthefriendly game at the Antas Stadium in Porto as the Portuguese seek their

firstwin againstBrazilin 37 years.

"It's not going to be easy for Brazil,"
Ronaldosaid. "Scolariknows uswell."

And, as usual, the pressure to
perform is on the Brazilians whose
roster includes 18 players from Euro-
peanclubs.

"In Brazil they've already forgotten
the great victory that grabbed our fifth
world title. But that's soccer. Our
team's under pressure to perform
every time we go out onto the pitch,"
Ronaldosaid.

> N : e o (All times GMT) seek to play catch-up with a win Scolari quit Brazil after last year's
¥Vh10h SlxllenhGoraIll Er(lijSOIés Slge Saturday over Finland in Palermo. World Cup success and joined tal-
ear as they have already endured a ented butunderachieving Portugal.

storm of criticism following their
miserable home draw against
Macedoniain their last qualifier.

Group Seven rivals Turkey are
setting the early pace with three
wins in three games and England,
having thrown those two points
away against the Macedonians, are
aware another slip-up against also-
ran opponents would derail their
campaign.

Eriksson is determined that his
charges will not concede further
unnecessary ground as they head
for Vaduz along with some 2,000
England fans - only 900 of whom
are officially expected to get tickets.

Liechtenstein, whose entire
population of 33,000 would only
halffill Old Trafford, have only ever
won one match. But they did man-
age a draw of their own against
Macedonia and England will notbe
counting their chickens even if
livestock graze behind the 3,500
capacity Rheinpark Stadium.

Eriksson has plumped for an
injection of youth by drafting 17-
year-old Everton striker Wayne
Rooney, who made his debut as the
youngest ever England player at 17
and 111 days in last month's
friendlyloss to Australia.

Newcastle's 20-year-old
midfielder Jermaine Jenas, who
likewise won his first cap against
the Aussies, is retained and could
even keep out clubmate Kieron
Dyer while Chelsea defender John
Terryisanewface.

With Sol Campbell injured
Gareth Southgate of
Middlesbrough is likely to come in
and partner Rio Ferdinand at the
back.

Liverpool's midfielder Steven
Gerrard says England must not
underestimate rivals who them-
selves drew at home to the Mace-
donians.

"England are expected to win

Group 1: Limassol: Cyprus v
Israel (1600), Lens: France v Malta
(1845)

Group 2: Sarajavo: Bosnia v
Luxembourg (1815), Bucharest:
RomaniavDenmark (1500)

Group 3: Minsk: Belarus v
Moldavia (1530), Rotterdam:
Netherlands v Czech Republic
(1830)

Group 4: Chorzow: Poland v
Hungary (1800)

Group 5: Nuremberg: Germany
v Lithuania (1700), Glasgow:
Scotland vIceland (1400)

Group 6: Yerevan: Armenia v
Northern Ireland (1300), Kiev:
Ukraine v Spain (1700)

Group 7: Vaduz: Liechenstein v
England (1630), Skopje: Macedo-
niavSlovakia (1700)

Group 8: Zagreb: Croatia v
Belgium (1630)

Group 9: Palermo: Italy v Fin-
land (1900), Cardiff: Wales v

Jacques Santini's side, the
defending European champions,
will therefore likely be in an envi-
able position of four wins from four
starts when they head for Palermo
to face Israel on Wednesday.

While England struggle to prove
their pedigree under Eriksson few
people would have put money on
Wales beating them to next sum-
mer's finalsin Portugal.

But Mark Hughes' Welsh drag-
ons are on a roll after maximum
points from their opening three
games, including a home success

Everything is to play for in
Group Three with Holland, the
Czech Republic and Austria all on
six points - though the Austrians
have played an extra game.

The Dutch, desperate to get to
the finals after missing out on the
World Cup, will have a better idea
of their chances after hosting the
Czech Republic.

Barcelona defender Frank de
Boer is expected to become the
first Dutch star to win 100 caps in
the encounter, 13 years after mak-
inghis debut againstItaly.

The 33-year-old sees Euro 2004
as his final chance to lift a trophy
with the 'Oranje’ after several near
misses, including the 1998 World
Cup semi-final loss to Brazil on
penalties.

Germany, finding their feet
again after their run to the World
Cup final ended a barren spell, take
on Lithuania in Nuremberg look-
ing to ensure they remain out of
Scotland's reach, while the Scots
hostIceland in another Group Five
encounter.

Coached by German Berti Vogts,
who lifted the 1996 European
Championship with his homeland,
Scotland go into the match on the
back of a friendly loss to Ireland
which prompted him to threaten
ringing the changes.

Germany face Lithuania with-
out the injured Michael Ballack,
meaning greater midfield respon-
sibility for Liverpool's Dietmar
Hamann, who warned his team-
mates that these days even "the
small fry can be good for a sur-
prise."

England know that better than
most.

DECO

His mission is to capture the Euro-
pean championship title in 2004, a
tournament for which Portugal auto-
matically qualifies as host.

This is only Scolari's second game
in charge, after a humdrum 1-0 defeat
against [taly, and the squad is still in a
phase of renewal and experimenta-
tion.

Scolari courted controversy by
selecting Brazilian-born midfielder
Deco, who recently took Portuguese
nationality.

"It's a new experience, unlike
anything before for me," said the FC
Porto midfielder who has spent most
of his career in Portugal. "I haven't
stopped being Brazilian, but only I
know how much Portugal means to
me.

Widely regarded as the best player
in the Portuguese championship but
overlooked by his national team, Deco
is another secret weapon against the
Brazilians.

"He's a fantastic player, he's proved

that," Benfica striker Nuno Gomes said of Deco. "He'll be another trump card

forus.'

Scolariis expected to scrap the three-man defence which was shaky against

Italy.

Durin; trajnin% over the past week, he tested a midfield set-up which looks

formidable: Deco
Costaand Internazion

ininﬁ up alongside Real Madrid's Luis Figo, AC Milan's Rui
e'sSergio Conceicao.

Scolari's also called up two rookies -- Nuno Ribeiro Maniche of FC Porto

and Leiria'sJorge Fernandes Silas.

Portugalislookingforits 100th home win but goes into the game as the firm

underdog. The last time it beat Brazil was at the 1966

orld Cup when

Eusebioscored twice against Pele's team.
Brazil has won 12 of the 16 meetings between the two countries, compared

with two victories for Portugal.

The goal tally is also 34-9 in Brazil's favour.

Conceicao; Pauleta.

Referee: Alon Yefet (Israel)

PROBABLE TEAMS

Portugal: Ricardo Pereira; Paulo Ferreira, Fernando Meira, Fernando
Couto, Rui Jorge; Francisco Costinha; Luis Figo, Rui Costa, Deco, Sergio

Brazil: Marcos; Cafu, Luisao, Edmilson, Roberto Carlos; Kleberson,
Gilberto Silva; Ronaldinho, Rivaldo, Ze Roberto; Ronaldo.

Independence

Caddick quits ODIs

0'Connor bids NZ

PHOTO: STAR

IM Enamul Hossain Rajib (L) makes a move against IM Abdullah Al Rakib during their second round fixture of the final
phase of the Professor Abdur Razzak 29th National Championship at the NSC chess room yesterday,

'Big Phil' wary R

Football

AFP, Lisbon

Brazilian star Ronaldo has said
Brazil is in for a rough ride when it
faces Portugal in a friendly on
Saturday now that his former boss
Luiz Filipe Scolari is in charge of
the Portuguese side.

"With Scolari on the other side it
is natural that we will have greater
difficulties,” he told reporters in
Porto where the match will take
place, sports daily A Bola reported
Thﬁrsday. "'Big Phil' knows us
well."

Scolari, who is known as "Big
Phil" to his compatriots, resigned
as Brazil coach in August after
steering his country to their fifth
World Cup victory in June. The 54-

RONALDO

year-old took over as Portugal
coachinJanuary.

Hopes are high in Portugal that

Scolari will lead the national
squad, which crashed out of last

onaldo!

year's World Cup in the first round
after losses to the United States
and South Korea, to victory in the
Euro 2004 championship the
countrywill host.

Since Portugal, as host nation,
automatically qualifies for Euro
2004, Scolari has sought to line the
squad up in competitive friendlies
to prepare for the tournament.

But Ronaldo, who currently
plays for Spain's European cham-
pions Real Madrid, said the stakes
were high for Brazil as well as the
team is looking to keep the prestige
itwon with its World cup win.

"We are going to try to show our
five-time world champion status
before a team that is not going to
make our job easy," he said.

Ronaldo scored both goals for
Brazil in the 2-0 win over Germany
inthe World Cup finallast June.

Bacher plan ignored

))VA ICC Cricket World Cup

'| SouTH AFRicA 2003

INTERNET, johannesburg

World Cup director Dr Ali Bacher
has revealed his proposals for the
controversial second stage of the
tournament were vetoed by the
game's governing body.

The Super Six round attracted
controversy because of a compli-
cated system that allowed teams to
carry points through from the
group stage.

Minnows Kenya were almost
guaranteed a semi-final place after
New Zealand forfeited their match
in Nairobion safety grounds.

importantmatch."

The suggestions could be exam-
ined again by organisers of the 2007
World Cup in the West Indies.

Bacher expects two further
teams to be added, taking the total

with four teams in four sections
with the top two going through to
the Super Eight," hewenton.

"You would therefore have a
shorter tournament."

Bacher argued Kenya, along
with fellow associate members
Canada, Namibia and Holland
"brought a degree of freshness to
the competition".

"l don't believe their present
undermined the integrity of this
tournament," he said of the four
sides.

"World Cups are about growing
the gameglobally."

Bacher dismissed suggestions

extra days could be set aside in case
ofrainin group matches.
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English Premier Football League
Liverpool vs Leeds United
Repeat at 11:00 am

Independence Day Cup Golf
Tournament at the Kurmitola Golf
Club Courseyesterday.

312 golfers including 14 ladies
and 16 juniors took part in the two-
daymeet.

Chief of Army Staffand president of

ning with the ICC Trophy in Sri
Lanka before the high-profile
campaigns for the Ashes in
Australia and then the World Cup -
Caddick admits the hectic calendar
does takeits toll at times.

"It's been solid for the last 12
months," he said.

"International teams are play-

But he is happy there are still
plenty of good times for him to
reflecton.

"I'vehad some great moments,"
hesaid.

"Coming through to beat
Pakistan at Cape Town was proba-
bly a highlight - but unfortunately

could make a lot of money out of
this," hesaid.

"Imade up my mind along time
ago. And once I started thinking
aboutitIlooked at it with a bias for
affirmation for whatIwas thinking.

"I was pretty determined to do
well this year and I played as if I still

"You take them forward only if
you have defeated a team that goes
forward withyou.

“But for the Super Six if you win
a match there you should get three
points because to me it's a more

second round.

He has accepted the 2003 tour-
nament was too long at 44 days, but
claims extra teams could make the
format more efficient.

"You would probably end up

"But organising an event in
three countries with 15 towns and
cities involved, logistically would
havebeen anightmare."
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Senior winner : Maj Gen S Ameer
Ali, Junior winner: Master Salim
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surprised if he played first-class
cricket again.

The injury he suffered after the

forareplacement.

The former Pakistan paceman
took charge from Australian Trevor

Spanish giants Real Madrid said
Friday there was little likelihood of
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