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art by Mahmudul Haque, one of the

will run through April 7 from 12 p.m.
to 8 p.m. everyday.

On occasion of World Theatre Day,
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation and ITI Bangladesh
jointly organises a celebration
ceremony. The programme sched-
ule follows:

4.00p.m.Assembly of theatre
activists at the Mohila Samity
premises

4.30 p.m.Rally

5.30p.m.Tea

6.30p.m.Seminar, Award
distribution and cultural show

Interested are requested to
collect their coupon within
March 24.

Choitro Sankranti

April 13

Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation arranges a cultural
show on the occasion at the Mohila
Samity auditorium. The programme
will startat6 p.m.

Noted actor producer, director, Azim
was laid to rest on the 26th of March

entered the filmdom with his very first
'Rajdhanir Bukey'. He has acted in over
a 100 films throughout his career,
namely, 'Haraano Din', 'Raja
Shonyashi', 'Ayna O Oboshishto',
'‘Beder Meye', 'Chhoto Shaheb, 'Jongli
Meye, '‘Abeerbhab.’

The country has lost yet another
personality who had excelled in his field
and has caused on irreparable lost to
ourcultural arena.

HE clouds of wars, past and
present, that hung over the

ened to overshadow some of the
razzle-dazzle sparkle of "Chicago."
The Miramax Films musical, which
kicked off the evening with a cou-
ple of high-stepping awards,
seemed to lose its footing towards
the end of the emotional 31/2 hour
ceremony at Hollywood's Kodak
Theater. It recovered with one final
burst of energy as it won the Oscar
forbestpicture.

Though "Chicago" was the
night's big winner, earning six
trophies including a best support-
ing actress nod for Catherine Zeta-
Jones, itfaced formidable competi-
tion from "The Pianist," Roam
Polanski's harrowing account of
one man's survival during World
Warll.

Not only was Polanski named

veled, "There comes a time in life
when everything seems to make

Wiladyslaw Szpilman, the man he
played onscreen, and to laud
Polanski before expressing heart-
felt anti war sentiments that drew
the audience to their feet.

Just minutes later, Nicole
Kidman was almost as overcome
by emotions as she was named the
year's best actress for her
selfeffacing performance as the
suicidal Virginia Woolf in "The
Hours," produced by Paramount
Pictures and Miramax.

Winning for her second nomi-
nation -- she was nominated last
year for "Moulin Rouge"-- Nicole
took a moment to compose herself.
"Oh, Russell Crowe said, 'Don't cry
if you get up there,' and now I am
crying. Sorry," shesaid. Thanking
director Stephen Daldry, writer
David Hare and

Best Actor Adrien Brody (R) ("The Pianist") poses
with Best Actress Nicole Kidman (L) ("The Hours") at

Harwood earned the best adapted
screenplay award. In what was
easily one of the evening's most
unexpected moments, 29-year old
actor Adrien Brody defied the
handicappers who'd been betting
on either Jack Nicholson for "About
Schmidt" or Daniel Day-Lewis for
"Gangs of New York" by capturing
the prize as bestactor.

Greeting the presenter Halle
Berrywith akiss -- "Ibet they didn't

producer Scott

front of my mother
and my daughter,"
she said. "And my
whole life, I wanted
to make my mother
proud, and I want
to make my daugh-
ter proud, so thank
you."

In his opening
monologue, show
host Steve Martin
made only passing
reference to the fact
that the Academy
had rolled up the
red carpet in an
effort to tone down
the glitz in a time of
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At first, the show looked as if it
would brave its way through the
blitz by adopting a carefree tone. A
very pregnant Catherine Zeta-
Jones -- who earned her trouper
stripes by performing "Chicago's"
nominated song, "I Move On," with
co-star and fellow nominee Queen
Latifah was almost immediately
called back to the stage when she
was chosen best supporting actress
for her high strutting work in that

too way out of
control to be

Chris
Cooper scored
a supporting
actor Oscar for
"Adaptation."”
It was the first
nomination for
the veteran
character actor,
who plays a
rascally orchid
enthusiast. He
included a
special tribute
to his co-star
Meryl Streep --
who also
received a
supporting
nomination for
her work in that
film-saying:
"Working with

Oscara

For the actors, it was a good year
for the first timers. Adrien Brody,
Chris Cooper and Catherine Zeta-
Jones were first time nominees,
and Nicole Kidman had only one
previous nomination under her
belt.

The "Chicago" parade started
only 30 minutes into the broadcast,
when the musical took the prize for
art direction. Eventually, "Chi-
cago" also picked up Oscars for its
editing, Costume design and
Sound.

The 5,816 Academy members
appeared to adopt a very cosmo-
politan stance this year when they
honored Spanish Pedro
Almodovar for his original screen-

over their comatose girlfriends. "I
want to dedicate this award to all
the people who are raising their
voices in favor of peace,”
Almodovarsaid in his acceptance.

The Academy awarded Salma
Hayek's pet project "Frida" with 2
Oscars. The film based on docu-
mented life and love of Mexican
painter Frida Kahlo won best
make-up and best Score (original
musicwritten for the film).
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Best Su&)porting Actress Catherine Zeta-Jones poses with her
erwinning for her role in "Chicago" at the 75th Academy

which went to German entry "No-
where in Africa," directed by
Caroline Link. The film tells of a
Jewish family who fled to Africa
duringWorld WarII.

The nights' most polarizing
moment came when controversial
filmmaker Michael Moore climbed
to the stage, accompanied by his
wife, Kathleen Glynn, and his
collaborator Michael Donovan, to
accept the award for best docu-
mentary. Greeted by a standing
ovation, he alienated many in the
house when he proclaimed, "We
are against thiswar." He expressed
his voice by saying that Bush has to
leave as his times up. He also
questioned Bush's legitimacy of

standing ovations, though. They
rose to their feet to welcome Julie
Andrews, Olivia de Havilland and
Peter O'Toole, who received an
honorary Oscar. " I have my very
own Oscar now to be with me until
death do us apart," said the actor,
who was nominated seven times
without winning. "I wish the
Academy to knowIam as delighted
as I am honored, and I am hon-
ored."

NS

‘/,\‘

TV GUIDE

World Theatre Day 75th Anniversary Academy fiemnzfs: " 2;\ITle(:jv‘Zzlllrit?liesl(E,lsostl(l)flzl fn(;friggsg ? liailsin% Vtvidtl; RUMMAN UDDIN AHAMED ‘cNa}lllieiih s i nb;lh(zlw
. , ur r.
March 27 Awards on Sunday night threat- to thank his parents, acknowledge actresssaid. Indian Council for Cultural We are all aware of

Relations and The High
Commission of India, Dhaka
Presented Sitar/ Surbahar recital
by Jagdeep Singh Bedi and his
troupe on March 17 at Muslim
Institute, Chittagong and March 18
at the National Museum
Auditorium, Dhaka.

In an enchanting spring eve-
ning a recital of sitar and surbahar
made an illusory atmosphere
when Jagdeep Singh Bedi, a sitarist
and musician par excellence, made
magical strokes on the instru-
ments. As we listened to him we
heard the intricacies of the sitar
and surbahar which filled every
nook and cranny of our heart. He
has the rare skill excelling both in
the sitaar and the surbahar. He is a
musician who plays under Senia
Gharana or school.

Jagdeep played Puria

which means all the seven notes
were used. He played the Raga in
dhrupad style where Sa was badi
and Pawas shamabadi, Re and Dha
was komal (soft) and Ma was tebra.
The nature of the raga was restless
and at times fiery. When he was
playing the surbahar it felt that two
lovers were being departed from
each other and did not know when
they would meet again. The inter-
nal craze and pathos of the lovers
were revealed as Jagdeep played
on.

Jagdeep played a very uncom-
mon instrument like Surbahar.
Surbahar evolved by modifying the
sitar and rudraveena. Behind the
creation of this instrument there is

looked after Ustad Umrao Khan.
Many years had passed but he was
never given a lesson on
rudraveena. Traditionally the
rudraveena was passed on to the
sons only. But this ardent servant
of his had keen interest music. On
request from close ones Ustad
Umrao Khan decided to give him
lessons but not on rudraveena, so
he developed a new instrument
blending the sitar and rudraveena

major exponents of the trend in MUNAWAR HOSAIN, from tell you that was in the gift bag," he musical. "My
contemporary times. The exhibition Hoywoon cracked -- the lanky Brody mar- hormones are Ahout Sitar and Surbahar

the popular instru-
ment sitar but
surbahar is a name
uncommon to
many of us.
Jagdeep played it
with utter dexter-
ity.

After playing
the surbahar he
played the sitar. He
played Yemen,
which is a Raga
usually played at
the first part of the
night. The thath
was Yamen and its
jati was
shampurna. In the
Raga Ma were
tebra and the rest
of the notes were
natural which

is known as Gayeki. The mood of
his playing was sad and at the same
time cheerful. When he was play-
ing the Raga Yemen on sitar it felt
that the clouds were clustering
around up above the sky and it was
rainingwith asweetrhythm.

After Raga Yemen Jagdeep
played Raga Pilu on the sitar in
thumristyle. Itisaspring time Raga
played in averyromantic mood.

Jagdeep Sign Bedi's, initiation
to the sitar and surbahar came
through the rich experience of his
father Shri Tara Sign Bedi, who is a
sitarist, and vocalist, and a senior
disciple of the late Pt. Krishnarao
Shankar Pandit of the Gwalior
Gharana.

the intricacies of the sitar and
surbahar in the style of the Senia
Gharana and later by Shri Kalyan
Mukharjee, senior disciple of
Radhika Mohon Moitra. Jagdeep
has also had extensive training
under Shri Debashish Mukherjee, a
sitarist of great proficiency.

Jagdeep has given stellar perfor-
mances along with the best con-
temporary young musicians of the
generation, starting with the
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and the Vishnu Digamber Jayanti
in 1987. He was selected and sent
for performances to the erstwhile
USSR. As part of the Festival of
India, and has since then been
consistently invited at prestigious
concerts. He was honoured with
the Surmani Award for his perfor-
mance in the Haridas Sangeet
Sammelan.

Jagdeep is an accredited and
acclaimed soloist with the All India
Radio for both the sitar and
surbahar. As a mark of his out-
standing dual ability, 'Music of the
World- USA' released an exclusive
audio-cassette of his recital titled
Soft and True. This has now been
released worldwide as a compact
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Mohammed on taanpura as Dahlia
Ahmed narrated about the
programme. Ustad Faiyaz Khan,
born in Rajsthan, took his first
lessons from his father, then from
Ustad Kawnad Ishuvaran and
finally from Ustad Enam Ali Khan
of Delhi Gharana. He has per-
formed solo and as accompani-
ment all over India and also visited
The United States to teach tabla.
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