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RECOMMENDATIONS
Exhibition

February March 18-April 7

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts is
holding a solo exhibition of abstract
art by Mahmudul Haque, one of the
major exponents of the trend in
contemporary times. The exhibition
will run through April 7 from 12 p.m.
to 8 p.m. everyday.

World Theatre Day

March 27
On occasion of World Theatre Day,
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation and ITI Bangladesh
jointly organises a celebration
ceremony. The programme sched-
ulefollows:

4.00p.m.Assembly of theatre
activists at the Mohila Samity
premises

4.30p.m.Rally

5.30p.m.Tea

6.30p.m.Seminar, Award
distribution and cultural show

Interested are requested to
collect their coupon within
March 24.

Choitro Sankranti
April13

Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation arranges a cultural
show on the occasion at the Mohila
Samity auditorium. The programme
will startat6 p.m.

Music

March 21

Chalachitram Film Society organ-
ises a soiree of aadhunik bangla
songs of the 1940-1970s. The
programme will take place at the
German Cultural Centre at 7 p.m.

Film

The Russian Cultural Center,
Dhaka and Zahir Raihan Film
Society organises Sergei
Eisenstein Retrospective,
dedicated to his 105th  Birth
Anniversary. The following films will
be screened:

Thursday March 21:

4.00 p.m. : October

6.00 p.m. : Alexander Nevsky
Sunday, March 22:

4.00 p.m. : Ivanthe Terrible, Part-|
6.00 p.m. : Ivanthe Terrible, Part-Il

Heritage

Relics from the past

Bangladesh National Museum puts its newly
collected items on display for public

HARUN UR RASHID

OW many of wus have
visited the Bangladesh
National Museum (BNM)

in recent times? The
National Museum recently
exhibited finds that it collected in
2002. A total of 486 pieces of
artifacts and relics bearing
archaeological and historical
interest far across time and region
were on display. BNM also
published a catalogue of these
items that are now preserved at the
National Museum and its branch at
the Ahsan Manzeel Museum.

BNM has four departments for
collecting and preserving ancient
objects: History and Classical Art,
Ethnology and Ornamental Art,
Contemporary Art and World
Civilisation, and Natural History.
The collection of 2002 has items of
all the four categories.

There are 189 items of sculp-
tures, coins, stone inscriptions,
manuscripts, deeds and docu-
ments, and works of terracotta
under the History and Classical Art
department. Ethnological and
ornamental objects include 87
pieces of everyday utilities, earth-
enware, dresses, wooden artwork,
and items of folk art. 137 items of
contemporary art are also there
which have been collected from

Bhangra in Dhaka

ELITA KARIM

N the 16th evening of

March, Dhaka got a taste of

the Punjab Folk at the
National Museum, thanks to the
Indian Council for Cultural Rela-
tions and The High Commission of
India. Upon entry, the spectators
were greeted with a charmin
traditional welcome of colourful
designs made with flowers and
leaves. The hall was filled with the
Indian community of Dhaka. It was
truly a pleasure to see families full
of parents, children, uncles and
aunties, even grandparents sitting
together, eagerly waiting to go back
to their homeland through the folk
music.

G.P.S Ahluwalia's troupe ren-

beats of the dhol and other folk
instuments. Some of the instru-
ments were as simple as two
wooden sticks and pots made of
bronze. Nevertheless, the music
produced by these instruments
sung of the people, the fields, the
sunsets and the evenings of
Punjab. Some of the songs and
dances even carried happy mes-
sages of the beginning of a new
year, harvesting of fresh crops,
woes of lovers and the creation of
relationships through marriage.

Bhangra, which was the second
lastitem of the show, is much more
than standing with two pointers of
each hand pointing to the sky and
jumping to the beat. This dance
depicted the joy and bliss of the
farmers and the common people of
the land. It was evident that even

COLLECTED FROM FENI

Panbata made of brass and zink of the 20th century.

around the world. The Natural
History department and Ahsan
Manjeel Museum have added 73
pieces of geological objects to the
collection.

Among the most ancient relics
in this collection are a few sculp-
tures of the 11th and 12th centu-
ries. The sculptures, all made of
black marble, represent Lord
Buddha, Ganesha, Uma

Comilla, Natore, Narayanganj,
Chandpur, Chapai Nababganj
Panchagarh and Dhaka. A manu-
script of 19th century, written on
cotton-pulp paper, was collected
from Comilla. It contains Bangla
writing on Islamic matter.

There are some gold coins that
have come down from the 7th
century. Two gold coins are from
Hijri 3rd century during the reign of

dered beautiful songs, dances,
instruments and stories from the

;_. S—

Bhangra dance depicting joy and bliss of the farmers.

\

back at home, these people,

Maheswar, Boraho-Vishnu and Abbasian Caliph Al Muktafi Billa.
Vishnu. These were collected from  Besides, there are silver coins that

Artwork presented by Madam Kiyang Kiyang, wife of Thun Su, the Prime
Minister of Myanmar .

COLLECTED FROM CHANDPUR

were in use during 14th to 17th
centuries.

Among the ornaments are
twentieth century silver-made
hanshuli, locket, bangles for arms
and ankles, rose-water sprinkler,
container of attar, kettle, plate,
glass-holder, betel-leaf potetc.

Most of these relics were pur-
chased from different sources. A
considerable amount of objects
were, however, given to the
museum as presents too. A Sweden
based Bangladeshi Taiyab
Hossain, handed over a huge
collection of dolls representing
traditionally dressed men and
women from various cultural
settings of the world.

Dr. Johra Begum Kazi gave the

1935, a brass medal of 1964, two
hand-written letters of Mahatma
Gandhi the paper of which was
made in local mills. Three statues
of Lord Vishnu and one Shiva-
linga, made of black marble, were
gifted by one Khurshid Hamid
from Dhaka. The sculptures date
backto the 12th century.

The National Museum surely
has further enriched its collection
by the added treasure of historical
objects. Those who have gifted
from their personal collection
deserve national recognition. The
catalogue does not, however,
mention prices of the purchased
items, which could help people
realise their worth. Yet such
endeavours are always praisewor-

villages of Punjab. The colourful
costumes of red, green, orange,
yellow and purple undoubtedly
took the audience to the Punjabi
households where, besides the
existence of traditional values
within the families, the famous
dishes of Makhe ki Roti and Sarso
ka Saagcould be tasted.

G.P.S. Ahluwalia is one of the
leading exponents of Bhangra
dance in India today. He, along
with his group Virasat Entertainers,
have performed all over India and
has directed and choreographed
numerous stage shows. He
founded the group in the year 1999
to promote and revive the culture,
music, theatre and traditions of
Punjab through young and tal-
ented boys and girls. Ahluwalia has
also been awarded the District
Appreciation Award by Govern-
ment of India.

After a prayer song, the troupe

dressed in vibrant colours, dance
with joy and happiness. Giddha,
the last item of the show, had the
womenfolk 'do the talking' through
heir animated steps and actions.
The dance gave a picture of abride
and groom who are about to get
married and the desires and needs
expressed by the various relatives
ofthecouple.

Dance is said to be just another
language of the people. The fact
thatit can take anumber of forms is
truly amazing. The Punjabi danc-
ers illustrated happiness, joy,
sorrow, pain and the various
human feelings sensed by the
people of their land. There is a
lesson to be learnt here, which is
having pride in one's own culture
and discovering one's roots in
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