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1. Who clinched the Shahjalal 

Bank International Rating 

Chess title?

        Lovlu            Rajib         Zia
       

2. New Zealand beat South Africa 

in a World Cup Group B match 

by:

      102 runs    9  wkts             5  wkts

3. H o w  m a n y  r u n s  d i d  

Bangladesh score against 

South Africa in the World Cup 

Group B match?

      120                    108               110

4. Bangladesh lost to Canada in 

the World Cup Group B match 

Competition closes at 8 pm
March 21,  2003 and draw

shortly afterwards

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 191

AFP, Paris

R e a l  M a d r i d  n e e d  t o  b e a t  
Lokomotiv Moscow in the Russian 
capital on Tuesday to be absolutely 
sure of keeping alive their bid for a 
fourth European crown in six 
seasons. 

Vicente Del Bosque's reigning 
continental champions must have 
thought their passage to the quar-
ter-finals of the Champions League 
would be simpler than this when 
they were paired with AC Milan, 
B o r u s s i a  D o r t m u n d  a n d  
Lokomotiv in the second-phase 
Group C. 

But Zidane, Raul, Ronaldo and 
co have struggled by their sky-high 
standards, losing away to Milan, 
drawing 2-2 with the Russians at 
their  normally impregnable 
Bernabeu fortress and being held 
by the Germans in Dortmund. 

Milan have already won the 
group after winning their opening 
four matches, while Real are sec-
o n d  o n  e i g h t  p o i n t s  w i t h  
Dortmund lurking just one point 
behind going into the final round 
of matches. 

Matthias Sammer's reigning 
German champions know they 

must beat the already qualified 
Milan at the San Siro and hope that 
the Russians - whose have scored a 
solitary point so far - can at least 
force a draw with Real in the 
matches which both kick off at 
1730 GMT. 

If Real do not win, they must 
hope Dortmund do not better their 
result. 

Real must make the trip without 
one half of their much-vaunted 
defence - Brazilian speed mer-
chant Roberto Carlos is suspended 
and Spanish veteran Fernando 
Hierro is still injured. 

French midfielder Claude 
Makelele is due to return to the 
starting 11 and Real, buoyed by a 1-
0 league win over Villarreal at the 
weekend, will hope the awesome 
pairing of Ronaldo and Raul can 
put their qualification beyond 
doubt. 

In Group D, Juventus, who last 
won the Champions League in 
1996, are the hot favourites to 
follow 1999 winners Manchester 
United into the last eight on 
Tuesday. 

The Turin club have a three-
point lead over both surprise Swiss 
club FC Basel and the eliminated 
Deportivo La Coruna. 

The odds are stacked against 
the Swiss - Juventus would have to 
lose heavily to Basel in Switzerland 
and Deportivo would have to draw 
or lose to United to deny the 
Italians a ticket to the next round. 

Juve's influential  captain 
Alessandro Del  Piero came 
through a practice match on 
Saturday to test the recovery of an 
injury to his left thigh and he is 
expected to make the trip with the 
Italian league leaders, who beat 
Modena 3-0 on Saturday. 

Manchester United, mean-
while, can expect a tough tie in 
Spain despite Deportivo's elimina-
tion last week, although the 
Spanish league's leading scorer 
with 20 goals, Dutchman Roy 
Makaay, is likely to be rested. 

Real plot Lokomotiv
derailment

AFP, London

Liverpool and Chelsea bolstered 
t h e i r  p u s h  f o r  a  v a l u a b l e  
Champions League place with 
crucial wins on Sunday over 
Tottenham Hotspur and relega-
tion-threatened West Bromwich 

Premiership

Pretenders on track

English Premiership table after 

Sunday's matches (played, won, 

drawn, lost, goals for, goals 

against, points): 

Arsenal  30  19   6   5   64  32 63 

Man Utd 30  18   7   5   48  27 61 

Newcastle  30  18   4   8   49  34 58 

Chelsea  30  14   9   7   52  31 51 

TOP SIX

Group C 
At Moscow

Lokomotiv Moscow (Rus) v Real 
Madrid (Spa) (1730 GMT) 

At Milan

AC Milan (Ita) v Borussia 
Dortmund (Ger) (1730 GMT) 

Group D 
At Basel

FC Basel (Swi) v Juventus (Ita) 
(1945 GMT) 
At La Coruna

D e p o r t i v o  L a  C o r u n a  v  
Manchester United (1945 GMT) 

TUESDAY FIXTURES 

AFP, Paris

The contrasting race to the cham-
pionship line could hardly be 
starker in Italy's Serie A and the 
German Bundesliga this season 
with Inter Milan hanging onto 
Juventus' coat-tails - whereas 
Bayern Munich have virtually 
wrapped up the title with almost 
three months to spare.

Serie A 
Inter Milan kept the heat on Juve 
on Sunday, thrashing strugglers 
Como 4-0 at the San Siro to trim the 
deficit to three points after the 'Old 
Lady' had sent Modena packing 3-
0 on Saturday with a double from 
Czech playmaker Pavel Nedved 
and a clincher from predatory 
Frenchman David Trezeguet. 

Veteran Argentine Gabriel 
Batistuta bagged Inter's opener 
and Luigi Di Biagio added a second 
before Christian Vieri put the 
controversy of his midweek tussle 
with Newcastle striker Lomana Lua 
Lua behind him, heading home in 
the 57th and 76th minutes. 

The burly forward should have 
had a hattrick but missed a penalty 
to leave his total for the campaign 
on 23. 

Former Juve man Nicola  
Amoruso had earlier missed a 
spotkick for Como. 

Juve have 57 points from their 
25 matches to 54 for Inter while AC 
Milan lost ground after they could 
only manage a goalless draw 
Saturday at bottom five outfit 
Reggina, leaving the 'rossoneri' on 
49 points. 

Elsewhere, Parma are back in 
the hunt for a top three finish after 
swamping fifth-placed Chievo 4-0 
away to go to within two points of 
their rivals. 

Adrian Mutu, Japanese star 

Hidetoshi Nakata, Frenchman 
Sabri Lamouchi and Alberto 
Gilardino scored for Parma, whose 
day was spoilt by a red card for 
Mutu. Chievo also had Salvatore 
Lanna dismissed after the break. 

Italian league table after Sunday's 
late match between Lazio and 
Empoli (played, won, drawn, lost, 
goals for, goals against, points): 

Juventus    25   17 6 2 48 16 57 

Inter   25   17 3 5 52 27 54 

Milan    25   14 7 4 44 19 49 

Lazio    25   11   12 2 44 25 45 

Chievo   25   12 5 8 34 27 41 

Parma    25   10 9 6 43 28 39

Bundesliga
As Juve and the Milan clubs joust 
for glory the question German fans 
are asking is who will come second 
to Bayern, who thumped VfL 
Bochum 4-1 away on Saturday to 
maintain a 13-point lead over 
titleholders Borussia Dortmund, 2-
0 home winners over Hanover. 

Coach Ottmar Hitzfeld praised 
his side for not letting up going into 
the final bend. 

"The team is concentrating on 
the job and we wanted to keep 
putting the pressure on. That's just 
what we did," he said after 
Peruvian striker Claudio Pizarro 
notched the opener, Bochum's 
Rein van Duijnhoven deflected in a 
second from a Giovane Elber effort, 
Nico Kovac knocked home the 
third and Frenchman Willy Sagnol 
bagged the fourth. 

Thomas Christiansen pulled 
back a consolation for Bochum. 

Bayern, who made light of the 
absence of injured midfield talis-
man Michael  Ballack, now have 59 

points  from 25 matches to 
Dortmund's 46 and have lost only 
twice all season. 

VfB Stuttgart stayed on track for 
Champions League football next 
season when they beat 1860 
Munich 1-0 away from home on 
Sunday to cement third place with 
Brazi l ian defender  Marcelo 
Bordon scoring. 

German football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, against): 

Bayern   25   18 5 2 56 16 59 

Dortmund 25   13 7 5 41 20 46 

Stuttgart   25   13 7 5 40 2 7  
46 

Hamburg  25   11 7 7 32 30 40 

Berlin   25   11 6 8 37 26 39 

Schalke    25 9   11 5 35 29 38

Primera Liga
In Spain, a last-minute goal from 
Ivan Helguera, one of his side's few 
unsung names, kept Real Madrid in 
pole position following a 1-0 win at 
Villarreal. 

Helguera's 89th-minute strike 
could prove precious as the two 
sides just below Real,  Real 
Sociedad and Deportivo La 
Coruna, also recorded victories. 

Roy Makaay struck a penalty for 
his 20th goal of the campaign and 
Noureddine Naybet scored five 
minutes from time to hand 
Deportivo a 2-0 home win over 
strugling Rayo Vallecano. 

The game marked the return to 
action of popular keeper Francisco 
Molina, back from testicular can-
cer. 

Turk Nihat Kahveci and Valery 
Karpin scored for Sociedad as they 
turned things around after Israeli 

Yossi Benayoun had drawn first 
blood for Racing Santander. 

Real now have 54 points from 26 
games to 53 for Sociedad and 51 for 
Deportivo. 

On Sunday, reigning champi-
ons Valencia, currently on 46 
points, slumped 1-0 at Athletic 
Bilbao and are now eight points off 
the pace while Barcelona are still 
stuck in midtable after a dire 0-0 
draw at struggling Alaves. 

Spanish league table after Sunday 
games (played, won, drawn, lost, 
goals for, against, points): 

Real   26   15 9 2 59 26 54 

Sociedad  26   15 8 3 45 32 53 

Deportivo   26   15 6 5 43 27 51 

Valencia    26   13 7 6 41 20 46 

Celta   26   12 5 9 31 23 41 

Atletico   26   10 8 8 38 33 38

French Cup
In France, Auxerre took the last 
berth in the semi-finals of the 
French Cup,  beat ing Third 
Division Angouleme 4-2 on penal-
ties following a 0-0 draw over 120 
minutes. 

Amateur side Schiltigheim 
made First Division Rennes sweat 
for their ticket into the last four on 
Saturday but eventually suc-
cumbed 2-1 as Toifilou Maoulida 
and Frederic Piquionne cancelled 
out Gregory Spiewak's early 
opener. 

A late Ronaldhino goal gave 
Paris St Germain a 1-0 win over 
division three rivals Martigues, and 
Bordeaux knocked out holders 
Lorient 2-0 with Pascal Feindouno 
and Brazilian Savio on target. 

TOP SIX
TOP SIX

TOP SIX

EUROPEAN SCENE

Albion. 

Steven Gerrard was instrumen-
tal in Liverpool's 3-2 win at White 
Hart Lane, scoring a late winner 
and setting up his side's other two 
goals converted by Emile Heskey 
and Michael Owen. 

Gianfranco Zola, meanwhile, 
inspired Chelsea and notched a 
clinical second goal for the Blues in 
their 2-0 success at the Hawthorns, 
Mario Stanic having put the 
Londoners in front. 

Wins for both the Champions 
League contenders were vital as 
they close in on third-placed 
Newcastle. 

Chelsea now have 51 points to 
stand fourth with Newcastle on 58 
points after Saturday's 2-0 win at 
Charlton. 

Liverpool are sixth with 49 
points, still one adrift of neigh-
bours Everton but three clear of a 
Blackburn side who completed the 
double on Saturday over leaders 
Arsenal. 

While Zola's goal for Chelsea 

was the icing on the cake for his 
side Gerrard's impressive showing 
for Liverpool was the main item on 
the menu at White Hart Lane as he 
dragged his side back following 
Mauricio Taricco's 49th-minute 
opener for Spurs. 

Liverpool keeper Jerzy Dudek 
appeared to have Taricco's 30-yard 
effort covered but allowed it to slip 
from his grasp in a virtual repeat of 
several earlier embarrassments. 

But Houllier said the incident 
only fired Liverpool's ambition. 

"Maybe Jerzy's mistake woke us 
up! The team wanted to respond to 
help him out and the second half 
was full of energy," he smiled. 

England midfielder Gerrard, 
watched by England coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson, hit a slump in form 
in the autumn as Liverpool slid out 
of the Champions League after the 
first group phase. 

But this time he was back at his 
best, setting up a close-range finish 
for Owen on 51 minutes and then 
floating over a cross for Emile 
Heskey to head home for a 2-1 lead 

in the 72nd minute. 

Gerrard wrapped up the points 
himself in the 82nd minute, drilling 
home a low drive from the edge of 
the box for his fifth of the season 
after Danny Murphy played him 
through. 

Houllier played Senegalese 
forward El Hadji Diouf despite his 
unsavoury spitting incident in 
Thursday's UEFA Cup quarter-
final away leg at Celtic - but the 
African was this time content to 
leave the centre stage to Gerrard. 

Quips & Quotes 
FROM PAGE 16

"Do the administrators want us to 
produce a pitch which is the same 
all round the world? One-day 
cricket has become too stereotypical  
runs at the beginning, slow in the 
middle, runs at the death. That 
pattern needs to be changed." 

Port Elizabeth stadium man-
ager Andrew McLean hitting back 
at criticism over the standard over 
the wicket at St George's Park 
which will host the Australia v Sri 
Lanka semifinal on Tuesday. 

"My job is to take wickets and I 
hope to do the same in the semifi-
nal." 

Sri Lanka off-spinner Muttiah 
Muralitharan looking to add to 
his career one-day haul of 321 
wickets when his side face Austra-
lia. 

"The Kenyans are a good side. It is 
a do-or-die situation for us and 
Kenya caused us a hiccup when we 
played them in Cape Town." 

India paceman Javagal Srinath 
warns his team to treat the Afri-
cans with respect ahead of their 
semifinal in Durban on Thursday. 

FROM PAGE 16

Head groundsman Adrian Carter 
said: "We embarked on a relaying 
programme in 1999, so we are 
aware that some of the pitches are 
old and need to be re-done. 

"Down here we will never get a 
pitch as quick as and as bouncy as 
Centurion but it does not mean we 
can't still provide a decent pitch." 

McLean even hinted at frustra

tion amongst venue staff at the 
carping over the standard of the 
wicket. 

"Do the administrators want us 
to produce a pitch which is the 
same all round the world?" he said. 

"One-day cricket has become 
too stereotypical  runs at the begin-
ning, slow in the middle, runs at the 
death. That pattern needs to be 
changed." 

Last pitch 

FROM PAGE 16

"The one thing you can't do is leave 
the crease when you play him 
because he now has the one that 
goes the other way. 

"It was surprising how fast he 
bowled and was still able to spin the 
ball. The one tactic we have devel-
oped against him is to take an off-
stump guard. It reduces the way in 
which he can dismiss you." 

Harbhajan, meanwhile, has 
taken a back seat at this World Cup 
with India's newly-formed pace trio 
of Javagal Srinath, Zaheer Khan and 
Ashish Nehra grabbing all the head-
lines. 

But the 'Turbanator' is not wor-
ried at all. 

"They've all been bowling very 
well. I'm very happy. It's good to see 
them taking wickets for us," he said. 

"This attack has a lot of potential 
and Srinath is a very mature bowler, 
he's done it so many times before. 

"They are working very hard and 
hopefully they will continue with 
the same form. 

"The wickets here are good for 
fast bowling and not so good for the 
spinners. But obviously you need to 
take wickets whatever surface you 
are bowling on." 

Harbhajan expects India to beat 
Kenya and reach the final. 

"We've got the best batting line-
up in the world, very good bowling 
and our fielding has improved," he 
said. 

"I feel I've still got a big perfor-
mance in this tournament and 
hopefully it will happen in the next 
two games." 

D e s p i t e  h i s  o p t i m i s m ,  
Harbhajan said Kenya had India's 
respect. "Kenya are playing well. 
You can't take them easily," he said. 

Harbhajan added that his family 
and close friends had not flown 
over. 

"It's good they watch us playing 
on television. Let's not change the 
pattern," he said. "When we go back 
with the World Cup, they'll be very 
happy." 

Turbanator backs SL 

FROM PAGE 16

across South Asia, which sent four 
national teams to the 14-nation 
game, an anti-vice official said. 

Police in Bombay, which inten-
sified the crackdown since the 
March 7 start of the Super Six 
clashes, said the heat on bookies 
will continue. 

"We will not tolerate betting. 
Whoever is found involved in 
betting will be arrested," said 
B o m b a y ' s  D e p u t y  P o l i c e  
Commissioner S. N. Pandey. 

Bombay's prize catch  of 14 
bookies  was on the eve of the 
February 15 India-Australia match 
but the city police department 
there was less successful on March 
1 when 500 million rupees changed 
hands as India defeated arch-rival 
Pakistan. 

Indian criminal laws prohibit 
public betting, with prison terms 
ranging up to three years. 

Punters, however, are permit-
ted to operate through closely-
supervised operations at horse-
racing tracks owned by the govern-
ment. 

In 2000 the Indian police 
exposed the cricketing world's 
murkiest match-fixing scandal 
involving then South Africa skipper 
Hansie Cronje and late opened a 
can of worms by naming several 
domestic cricketers in the racket. 

But bookmakers said that today 
it's business as usual. 

A Sri Lanka win over Australia 
during Tuesday's semifinals would 
return five rupees on one but on 
Thursday Kenya-backers could go 
home wealthier by 25 rupees to one 
if rampaging India loses. 

"The final is still 50:50 but there 
is a wager going on Sachin 
Tendulkar out for duck," a bookie 
said of the 'little master' who is 
carrying the hopes of millions of 
Indian fans on his bat. 

Betting bonanza 

FROM PAGE 16

frail. 

Kenya also defeated three Test 
nations in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Zimbabwe, a task beyond 
South Africa, West Indies, England 
and Pakistan who all failed to 
advance past the first round. 

On Saturday, Kenya batted 
throughout their 50 overs against 
the mighty Australians. Left-arm 
spinner Aasif Karim then gave the 
defending champions a real fright 
with three for seven from 8.2 overs 
before Australia recovered to win 
by five wickets. 

In an age of professional overkill 
featuring far too many one-day 
matches, which has been reflected 
in some weary performances, 
Kenya have brought a refreshing 
exuberance and an uncomplicated 
approach to the World Cup. 

They still have yet to convince 
that they are essentially any better 
than a team representing the best 
club cricketers in Hong Kong or 
Singapore and their power base is 
limited. 

Yet, preying on Indian minds 
will be the effect of playing under 
the lights in Durban. India, arguing 
that the toss had a disproportion-
ate effect on the result of the match, 
had an appeal to switch the game 
to an earlier start rejected by the 
International Cricket Council. 

India struggled against Kenya 
after batting second in their day-
night Super Six match in Cape 
Town, with even Sachin Tendulkar 
failing, before captain Saurav 
Ganguly came to his side's rescue. 

After discovering Australia were 
not infallible, Kenya do not fear 
India. 

"If we get about 230 or 240 then 
it will be all right,"  said opening 
bowler Martin Suji. 

Hitesh Modi, acting captain on 
Saturday when Steve Tikolo left the 
field, paid tribute to the Kenyans' 
team spirit. 

"It's the first time we've played 
in the semis," he said. 

"We've got nothing to lose, we 
believe in ourselves now. 

"We can go out there and do it, 

we have done it in the past. They'd 
better watch out, Asif's bowled 
well, our batsmen are getting runs 
and we are coming into form. Let's

win the toss and see what hap-
pens." 

Despite Kenyan optimism, 
India have pedigree and current 
form and must be favourites on 
Thursday. Tendulkar is clearly 
determined to seize the moment, 
knowing this is the time to demon-
strate he can not only perform 
great individual deeds but also 
consistently win matches for his 
team. 

Uniquely, India have relied on 
pace to make their mark in the 2003 
Cup, with Harbhajan Singh, the 
latest in their line of bewitching 
spinners, used as a backup rather 
than potential match-winner. 

Sri Lanka, the other team from 
the sub-continent to make it to the 
final four, defeated Australia on 
merit in the 1996 final. 

Australia were a good side in 
1996. They have taken a quantum 
leap since and only the West 
Indies' teams of the late 1970s and 
early 1980s could challenge them 
as the best

one-day team in history. 

Sri Lanka have the players to 
take advantage of a slow pitch in 
Port Elizabeth, but they are essen-
tially the same side who trans-
formed the one-day game seven 
years ago with

their dynamic hitting in the first 
15 overs. 

In the meantime, Australia have 
evolved and changed, dropping the 
Waugh twins, brushing off the 
departure of Shane Warne and 
revelling in the speed, verve and 
youthful vitality of Brett Lee. 

Lee took a hattrick against 
Kenya and is currently bowling at a 
frightening pace, using the classic 
fast bowler's weapons of terrifying 
bouncers, now allowed in one-day 
cricket, and devastating yorkers. 

Although Kenya and Sri Lanka 
will not agree, Tendulkar at the 
height of his powers against Lee 
with the new ball is the final the 
tournament needs.

Unusual suspect FROM PAGE 16

the batsman is less likely to score. It 
that happens to be the body, then 
we are at the body. 

"There is a weakness in his 
game, we have picked up on it of 
late." 

And perhaps the Australians 
have -- Jayasuriya clearly enjoys 
wide, full deliveries which he 
habitually carves over point or 
flicks over square leg rather than 
160 kms an hour ribcage deliveries. 

But that did not stop Jayasuriya 
-- who has batted and bowled on at 
the World Cup despite his injuries 
and a bout of tonsillitis -- scoring 
122 at Sydney in January, in 
Australia's last one-day defeat. 

"I need to go and play my own 
shots. You can't hang around," he 
said that day. Australia will be very 
keen to make sure he doesn't do 
just that on Tuesday. 

Bowler's bad 

FROM PAGE 16

"India's two left armers, Zaheer 
Khan and Ashish Nehra, have been 
bowling very well. Javagal Srinath 
is not a youngster anymore but he 
can still put the ball in the right 
place."

Holding Kenya 

FROM PAGE 16

exit from the World Cup but said 
his and Flower's high-profile black 
armband protest against the 
Harare regime had put his life in 
danger. 

It was reported that members of 
the Zimbabwe secret police had 
even flown to East London in South 
Africa, where the team played its 
last game against Sri Lanka, ready 
to arrest Olonga on a charge of 
treason. 

He has remained in South 
Africa, but insists he will be on the 
move again very soon. 

"I'm hooking up with a friend 
here, but if necessary I'll keep 
moving as you never know," he 
said. 

"You have to remember that the 
ANC and Zanu-PF are bed-fellows. 
I'll only feel completely safe once I 
get to England." 

Olonga's comments brought a 
stinging rebuke from the African 
National Congress, who accused 
him of being "ill-informed and 
delusional." 

"While he may be an accom-
plished cricketer, Olonga clearly 
knows nothing about the constitu-
tional and political environment in 
South Africa, nor of the nature of 
international inter-party rela-
tions," said an ANC statement. 

"His suggestion that his life 
could be in danger in South Africa 
is insulting. Olonga is either delu-
sional or supremely ill-informed. 

"The ANC wishes Olonga every 
success with his future career." 

Olonga told the Times that he 
had received threatening emails, 
one of which said he was a "sell-
out" and that he would be a 
"marked man" if he returned to 
Zimbabwe. 

Olonga was the first black player 
to represent Zimbabwe at cricket. 

He said he was asked to play in 
Zimbabwe's final match against Sri 
Lanka in East London on Sunday 
but declined. 

"I believe that if I continue to 
play for Zimbabwe in the midst of 
the prevailing crisis I would do so 
only by neglecting the voice of my 
conscience," Olonga said, when 
announcing his retirement on 
Saturday. 

Going back 

FROM PAGE 16

him the opportunity to bid for 
World Cup glory. 

"It was the toughest thing I have 
had to deal with in my life," said 
Smith of his original exclusion. 

"Getting a century in the Test 
(against Pakistan) immediately 
after that made it easier to deal 
with, and I was also amazed at the 
amount of support I received," he 
said. 

"I think I learnt a lot and 
matured as a result of having been 
left out of the team. 

"I knew I was on the reserve list, 
so I had to keep in shape, and stay 
focused," said Smith, who has 
played eight Tests and 22 one-
dayers. 

"But it still felt horrible when I 
watched the team walk out at 
Newlands for the first game against 
West Indies without me. 

"Not just because it was a World 
Cup  just missing out on playing for 
your country is always hard." 

One thing is for certain, it will 
get a lot tougher from now on. 

Twist of fate 

FROM PAGE 16

Former coach Bob Woolmer said 
during the World Cup: "There is a 
vacuum in South African cricket. 
South Africa is not producing the 
type of cricketers it used to any-
more. 

"Many cricketers, both black 
and white, are not sure what the 
future holds for them." 

The South Africans remain 
officially the best test side --and the 
second best one-day side  in the 
world, according to International 
Cricket Council rankings but the 
future looks cloudy. 

Kenya, meanwhile, have been 
the story of the World Cup but 
major question marks remain 
about their future as well,  even as 

they lobby hard to become the 11th 
nation to be awarded Test status. 

Their 22-year-old leg-spinner 
Collins Obuya had made a big 
impact at the World Cup, with 13 
wickets at 25.69 apiece. 

But skipper Steve Tikolo, the 
team's leading batsman is 31, as is 
top quick bowler Martin Suji and 
opening batsman Kennedy Otieno. 
Maurice Odumbe is 33. 

Top-order batsman Ravindu 
Shah, so impressive against 
Australia, is 30. Asif Karim, man of 
the match with his left-arm spin, is 
39 and already once retired. 

If this is the new African order, 
then it has very old legs and is 
peaking decidedly late.

Topsy-turvy Africa 

INTERNET, Johannesburg 

Factfile on Graeme Smith who on 
Sunday was named as the new 
South African cricket captain:

Name: Graeme Craig Smith 

Born: February 1, 1981.

Batting style: Left-hand bat 

Bowling style: Right arm off spin 
bowler

Educated at King Edward VII 
School in Johannesburg, Smith 
played for Gauteng Schools and 
SA Schools in 1998-99. 

Made his first-class debut for a 
UCB Invitat ion XI  against  
Griqualand West in Kimberley in 
the 1999-00 season, scoring 187, 
the second highest score on first 
class debut by a

South African. He made his pro-
vincial limited over debut for 
Gauteng in the same season. 

The following year he moved to 
Western Province where, in his 
first season he made 676 first-
class runs at 42.25, including 183 
in the Supersport Series final 
against Border. 

In the 2000/01 season his total 
of 738 runs in the Standard Bank 
Cup competition placed him third 
on the all-time list for most runs in 
a domestic limited over season.. 

Test debut: March 8, 2002 in the 
second Test against Australia at 
Newlands, where he scored 68 in 
the second innings. One-day 
international debut: March 
29,2002 in the fourth ODI against 
the Australians in Bloemfontein 
when he made 41. 

Scored his maiden Test century 
in October 2002 when he made 
200 in the first Test against Ban-
gladesh at Buffalo Park.

He followed that up with 151 in 
the second Test against Pakistan 
at Newlands in January this year. 

He was run out on 99 in the 
fourth ODI against Sri Lanka at 
Centurion in December 2002. 

Captained Western Province 
on a few occasions this season, 
and led the SA A team on a short 
tour to Zimbabwe last month. 

Although not in the original 
squad for the World Cup, Smith 
came into the side as a replace-
ment for the injured Jonty 
Rhodes. 

His parents are Graham and 
Janet Smith and his brother Gavin 
is two years his junior. Graeme 
Smith becomes the 31st player to 
captain South Africa and the 7th 
since 1991.
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