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Liverpool take slim advantage

Sy
UEFA CUP

AFP, Glasgow

Swedish striker Henrik Larsson
celebrated his return to the Celtic
team with his 35th goal of the
season less than two minutes into
his 36th match.

But it was Liverpool who
emerged the favourites to progress
to the last four of the UEFA Cup
after Emile Heskey's goal secured a
1-1 draw in Thursday's quarter-
finalfirstleg at Celtic Park.

In other ties a Simone Inzaghi
goal ten minutes after the restart
was enough to give Italy's Lazio a
slender 1-0 success in Rome over
Turkey's Besiktas while
Panamanian striker Julio Dely
Valdes scored the only goal for
Spain's Malaga in a 1-0 home
success over Portugal's Boavista.

What was, after a frenetic open-
ing 20 minutes, a strangely sub-
dued 'Battle of Britain' was marred
near the end when Liverpool
striker El Hadji Diouf spat at a
Celtic fan after running into the
crowd.

The Senegal World Cup star
faces possible prosecution after an
incident that was caught by the
television cameras.

Both Larsson, playing his first
match since suffering a double
fracture ofhis jawamonth ago, and
Michael Owen spurned gilt-edged
second half chances to win the
match.

But neither side could reason-
ably claim to have done enough to
have deserved victory.

Liverpool coach Gerard
Houllier said the away goal could
prove crucial.

"Scoring a goal away from home
is important. But it's just half time.
We didn't start the way we wanted to
start but credit to the players - they
came back with character," Houllier
said.

Celtic also drew with Blackburn
at home earlier in the tournament
but then went down to England
and won convincingly. "I know
what they did to Blackburn,"
Houllier said. "There is no danger
ofusunder-rating them."

Celtic counterpart Martin
O'Neill insisted that his side could
go to Anfield next week and win.

"We're still in the tie, without a
doubt. We got off to a great start but
Liverpool proved themselves to be
a quality side and their equaliser
knocked the stuffing out of us for
15/20 minutes.
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"But we came back into it and
we are still in it. We are capable of
going down there and winning and
we will give it a go. I don't want to
go out of a UEFA Cup quarter-final
withouthavinghadago."

"Overall I was absolutely
delighted with the commitment of
the side. We're not out of this by a
long shot. We're still in this tie,"
insisted the wily northern
Irishman.

John Hartson had given
Liverpool a warning of what was to
come within 15 seconds of the
start, pulling down Chris Sutton's
flick-on, turning and then clipping
a shot past 'keeper Jerzey Dudek
and onto the crossbar.

The visiting defence failed to
heed that wake-up call and it was
Hartson's ability to find space in
theboxthatled to Larsson's opener

The Norwegian defender's run
from the left flank carried him past
three unconvincing challenges to
the edge of the Celtic box, from
where a deft flick with the outside
ofthe bootleft Heskey with the task
of firing low across Douglas from a
tightangle.

The equaliser seemed to draw
the sting from what had, until that
point, been an exhilarating
encounter and it was not until after
the interval that the match
regained itsinitial tempo.

Michael Owen finally displayed
his menace by skipping round Joos
Valgaeren inside the box only to be
dispossessed by the daintiest of
interceptions from the colossal
Bobo Balde.

Almost immediately, El Hadji
Diouf gifted possession to Hartson,
who sent Larsson clear into the

Lucescu.

"We have to change something
because we keep missing too many
goals," groaned Lazio coach
Roberto Mancini.

The Turks could have bagged a
shock draw as striker Ilhan Manzis
was denied only by a last-ditch
block by Lazio's Dutch defender
Jaap Stam.

Inzaghi secured the slenderest
of first-leg leads when he turned
smartly to crack home right-footed
on 56 minutes after Dejan
Stankovic's cross from the right.

In the remaining tie Nigerian-
born Polish international striker
Emmanual Olisadebe gave
Panathinaikos of Greece a 1-0 win
at Portugal's fallen giants Porto,
scoring 17 minutes from time.

PHOTO: AFP

HOW DID THAT GET IN? Liverpool custodian Jerzy Dudek (R) and defenders can only watch as Celtic's Henrik
Larsson's attempt enters the net at Celtic Park in Glasgow on March 14.

little over a minute later.

The big Welshman controlled a
deep cross beyond the back post
and hooked the ball back across the
goalmouth to Alan Thompson,
whose first-time pass was bundled
through Dudek's legs off the
Swede's knee.

Danny Murphy provided
Liverpool's first positive contribu-
tion to the evening with a shot that
Celtic 'keeper Robert Douglas
gathered comfortably.

But it was Celtic who were
dominating the early proceedings
and Hartson sent another effort
whistling over the bar after robbing
Dietmar Hamann 40 yards out.

Liverpool had the attacking
endeavour of John Arne Riise to
thank for getting them back on
level terms.

box.

But the Swede's lack of match
sharpness was apparent as a frac-
tionally overplayed first touch
carried the ball too close to Dudek
who was able to beat away the
attemptatachipped finish.

Diouf quickly made amends for
his error with a break down the
right and an angled pass into the
path of Heskey, who was unable to
directhisshoton target.

Owen should have clinched
victory for Liverpool 15 minutes
from the end but sliced his shot
from eight yards into the side
netting after Heskey had picked
himoutatthe far post.

Lazio will head for Turkey next
week ruing several missed chances
against a Besiktas side guided by
former Inter Milan coach Mircea

RESULTS AT

A GLANCE

Collated results from the first leg
quarter-finals of the UEFA Cup

on Thursday:
AtRome

Lazio (Ita) 1 (S. Inzaghi 56)
Besiktas (Tur) 0

At Glasgow

Celtic (Sco) 1 (Larsson 2)
Liverpool (Eng) 1 (Heseky 17)
AtMalaga

Malaga (Spa) 1 (Dely Valdes 17)
Boavista (Por) 0

At Porto

Scolari flexes muscles

l@ Football

AFP, Lisbon

Portugal coach Luiz Filipe Scolari
has clashed publicly with superstar
Luis Figo over a call-up for a
recently naturalised Brazilian-
born player on the national squad
for the Euro 2004 championship.

Real Madrid's Figo and AC
Milan's Rui Costa have protested
over the possible inclusion of
Brazilian-born Deco, who was
granted Portuguese citizenship
this week.

LUIS FIGO

The controversy, which
Brazilian legend Pele also waded
into Friday, began Tuesday when
Figo told a Portuguese sports daily
he was against selecting natural-
ised players.

"National anthems can be
learned but they are not felt," the
Real Madrid midfielder told O Jogo,
adding he feels the use of foreign-
born players hinders the develop-
ment of national talent.

"By the same token, I don't
think public opinion would favour
mynaturalisation as a Spaniard."

"If you are patriotic, you would
only think to play for your nation's
team," he added after learning FC
Porto's Anderson Luis de Souza,
nicknamed "Deco", acquired
Portuguese citizenship.

Scolari, who guided his native
Brazil to victory in last year's World
Cup and is prepared to select Deco
for the Portuguese, hit back at Figo
on Thursday, telling reporters that
any player who disagrees with his
selections has the option not to
play for the squad.

"I'mthe one in charge of picking

the national team, not the players. I
don't give in to pressure from
anyone," hesaid.

"Let me say again: whoever
wants to can play. If anyone does-
n't,thedoorisopen.

"Any quality player is important
for the team. Deco is a quality
player. If that's fine with Deco, it's
fine for the team," added Scolari,
given the job in January of making
Portugal shine as hosts in Euro
2004.

Playmaker Deco's lethal free
kicks and dismantling of oppo-
nents' defences have guided his
side to a runaway lead in the

Rui Costa told Portuguese
television he was also against
allowing players with adopted
nationalities to represent their new
countries, although he personally
admired Deco as a player.

"They're called national sides
for a reason. If our federations
begin to accept naturalised play-
ers, some day there won't be
national sides and we'll just have
club championships again," he
said.

Rui Costa told Portuguese
television he was also against
allowing players with adopted
nationalities to represent their new

LUIZ FELIPE SCOLARI

Portuguese Premiership and to the
UEFA Cup quarter-finals.

Born in Sao Paulo in 1977, Deco
came to Portugal in 1997 and has
played for Porto since the
1999/2000 season.

"That's my point of view and if
anyone thinks differently, should I
pick him (Deco), then they don't
have to turn up. No one is pointing
a gun at anyone's head," Scolari
added at Porto's training ground,
hours before their quarter-final
first-leg tie with Panathinaikos.

"IfIthink I have to call up a third
division player, a 17-year-old or a
45-year-old, I will do," said Scolari,
who resisted fierce pressure to
include the ageing Romario in his
successful 2002 Brazilian squad.

The Scolari-Figo row domi-
nated the headlines of Portugal's
sports dailies on Friday, and
prompted some newspapers to
speculate Figo may even opt to quit
thesquadifDecoishanded aplace.

Top-selling Record ran a photo
of Scolari with his back turned to
Figo on its front page to highlight
the dispute.

DECO

countries, although he personally
admired Deco as a player.

"They're called national sides
for a reason. If our federations
begin to accept naturalised play-
ers, some day there won't be
national sides and we'll just have
club championships again," he
said.

Pele then had his say, telling
private radio TSF that "if he (Deco)
is technically solid and has become
a naturalised citizen because he
loves Portugal, why shouldn't he
play?"

Portugal in the past decade has
become a net recipient of immi-
grants after centuries of emigrants
leaving to escape poverty.

Deco was just one of 31 resi-
dents granted Portuguese citizen-
ship on Tuesday, including people
born in Guinea-Bissau,
Mozambique, China, Germany
and Canada.

Deco is nowironicallyin line for
his debut in a March 29 friendly in
Porto.... against Brazil.

Dioufin
a soup

AFP, Glasgow

African player of the year El Hadji
Diouf faces criminal and football
charges for spitting at fans in
Liverpool's UEFA Cup draw with
Celticin Glasgow on Thursday.

Scotland's Procurator Fiscal
and European football's governing
body UEFA will now decide his
fate.

A spokesman for the Scottish
prosecution service said charges
mightbe broughtwithin aweek.

"Presumably they (the police)
are going to report him for breach
of the peace on the basis that if he
did it, it could have led to some
crowd trouble. So we will take it on
its merits and look at it when it
comesin," headded.

Two fans were arrested but later
released.

UEFA also confirmed it will
study theincident.

"UEFA has the power to impose
a fine or a suspension on El Hadji
Diouf but we look at all incidents
case by case," aspokesman said.

Liverpool's Senegal World Cup
star got tan%led up with some of
the Celtic fans while going to
fletlrfieve the ball late in the second

alf.

After being slapped on the back
of the head by one of the fans, he
appeared toretaliate by spitting.

The incident marred the match,
which had started in lightning
fashion with Henrik Larsson open-
ing the scoring in the second min-
ute before Liverpool fought back
and levelled through Emile
Heskey.

"There is no place for spitting in
football," Celtic striker John
Hartson said.

Liverpool manager Gerard
Houllier said the player had been
fined two weeks wages and the
moneywould go to charity.

"It was a shame that the inci-
dent cast a shadow over the perfor-
mance of my team, whatever the
provocation,” Houllier said.

"He should not have responded
the way he did. Liverpool do not
condone this act in any way and
will deal with it internally. I didn't
likewhathe did, itis notacceptable
inanyway."

This is the second time Diouf
has been involved in such an
incident this season.

In November, Diouf was
accused by West Ham fans at
Anfield of spitting at them. Police
investigated and took no action.

Portugal friendly
Parreira calls
up all Rs

AFBP, Rio de Janeiro

Brazil coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira on Friday called his four
R's - Ronaldo, Roberto Carlos,
Rivaldo and Ronaldinho - into his
squad for a prestige March 29
friendly against Portugal, coached
by predecessor and World Cup-
winning coach Luiz Felipe Scolari.

The Brazilians have called on all
their big names despite the fact
that the likes of Real Madrid pair
Ronaldo and Roberto Carlos and
AC Milan's Rivaldo will be still
involved in the Champions
League, as well as the closing
stages of their respective domestic
title campaigns.

EUROPE BASED

PLAYERS

Goalkeepers: Dida (AC Milan)
Defenders: Cafu (AS Roma),
Belletti (Villareal), Edmilson
(Lyon), Juan, Cris (both Bayer
Leverkusen), Roberto Carlos
(Real Madrid), Junior (Parma)
Midfielders: Gilberto Silva (Arse-
nal), Ze Roberto (Bayern
Munich), Flavio Conceicao (Real
Madrid), Rivaldo (AC Milan)
Forwards: Ronaldo (Real
Madrid), Ronaldinho (Paris St

Anwar makes

FROM PAGE 16
March 1.

His availability will boost the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB),
which is seeking a new national
coach following Richard Pybus'
resignation.

Anwar, with 4,052 Test runs and
8,823 one-day runs, is now
expected to be part of Pakistan's
squad for their triangular one-day
series against Sri Lanka and South
Africain Sharjah over April 1-10.

Waugh wants

Pressure on Waugh to reveal his
hand has been intense with an
often unsympathetic Australian
public calling for him to step down
ahead of his superb display at the
fifth Test.

"People have got short memo-
ries, I'm still not a bad player,"
Waugh admitted.

Patil will quit
FROM PAGE 16

"From a players' point of view we
will miss him."

Tikolo added he expected
another overseas coach to be
appointed.

PHOTO: AFP
CAN | TOUCH YOUR FEET MAESTRO! A worker measures Real Madrid
superstar Zinedine Zidane's feet to a custom made pair of football boats
during his visit to Soccer Fairin Madrid on March 13.

India speeding up

FROM PAGE 16

the same as Zaheer and two more
than Nehra, who claimed one for
24 off 10 excellent, lively overs.

It's rare to see two left-arm
seamers in the same side. In recent
years, indeed, there have been a
dearth of quality left-armers at
internationallevel.

Batsmen may have forgotten
howto play them.

Sri Lanka's Chaminda Vaas set
the left-arm trend by leading the
wicket-taking in the World Cup,
including an unprecedented
hattrick with the first three balls of
the match against Bangladesh. He
tooksixfor 25 thatdayand has 18in
all. Pakistan's Wasim Akram is also
near the top of the tournament
bowlinglist.

South Africa's Herschelle Gibbs
was one batsman to open up his
stance to combat Vaas, but New
Zealand's batsman looked at sea as
they played straight down the pitch
to deliveries angled across them or
cutting back off the pitch.

India captain Saurav Ganguly's
coup in cajoling Srinath back into
the team just in time for the World
Cup hasbeenvital to India's cause.

Coach John Wright's faith in his
two left-armers, however, has been
equally valuable. "The seam attack

Captaincy shy

World Cup butnotin our minds.

"When we were 80-4 against
Pakistan, that could have gone
either way and then, against New
Zealand, we were 80-7, I said to
Darren Lehmann this will be a big
one towin.

"It's a good reality check. We've
been very close to defeat a couple
oftimes."

However, Gilchrist insisted
losing to Kenya would not relieve
the tension.

"The only real pressure is what
you put on yourself," said Gilchrist,
who added he was feeling more
relaxed than at thelast World Cup.

"We don'tneed to lose agame to
ease it. That's not in our best inter-
ests."

is exciting and well balanced," he
said. "Having two left-armersin the
teamis fairly unique."

Nehra, regarded as a bit of an
eccentric by his teammates, was
overlooked for two seasons after
making his debut in the 1998-99
season. None of India's fast bowl-
ers, however all of whom featurein
the top dozen wicket-takers at the
World Cup have suffered from that
in South Africa.

Playing

Even the coach John Buchanan
hasn'tescaped the name game.

The players call him Ned since it
was decided he looked like cartoon
character Homer Simpson's next-
doorneighbour Ned Flanders.

However, the Australian team is
most proud of fast bowler Brett
Lee.

Although usually called Bing,
since he is considered to be the
best-looking player in the squad,
the paceman has also picked-up
thename of Oswald.

Apparently at the start of one
game, the batting order was being
read aloud, comprising Brett Lee
behind brother Shane and all-
rounder Ian Harvey.

Test skipper Steve Waugh
announced the names Lee,
Harvey.....and Oswald came out of
the dressingroom.

Matthew Hayden, with his
dedication to physical fitness, is
known as Hulk while fast bowler
Jason Gillespie, who was forced out
of the squad here through injury, is
Dizzy.

In a team where being manly is
everything, it's just as well that
Michael Slater wasn't selected for
the tour hisnameis Sybil.

"Being a reserved sort of bloke
I'll take it pretty easy in the eve-
nings and just have a few drinks,"
Slater oncesaid.

"Then about 11 o'clock Sybil
will come out."

Sybil refers to a film about a
woman with multiple personalities
an apt movie for an Australian
team with multiple talents.

Kenya keen to get
Test status in '05

REUTERS, johannesburg

Kenya announced on Friday they
would press for Test status from
2005 after their team reached the
semifinals of the Cricket World
Cup.

Sharad Ghai, a senior Kenya
Cricket Association (KCA) official,
told reporters: "We will be asking
that we be admitted to Test status
from 2005. We do not want to rush,
and we will use the time to put
together the required infrastruc-
ture."

Ghai said KCA officials would
make their case at an International
Cricket Council (ICC) executive
board meeting in Johannesburg
coinciding with the end of the
World Cup.

Ghai said the sport in Kenya was
crying out for funding but that
would not be possible without test
status. Kenya's team did not even
have an official sponsor at the
World Cup.

Bangladesh were the last team
to be awarded Test status three
years ago. They have not won a
single Test match and not won a
one-dayer since 1999.

Kenya beat Bangladesh in the
first round of the World Cup, as
well as beating test sides Sri Lanka
and Zimbabwe to become the first
non-test nation to reach the last
four of the tournament.

Test status, however, is not just
based on results but on good ven-
ues and competitive domestic
competitions.

Ghai, reflecting on
Bangladesh's problems at the top
level, said Kenya were prepared to
be patient.

Benjamin goes
on offensive

INTERNET, Barbados

Former West Indies fast bowler
Kenny Benjamin on Friday lashed
out at the one-day set-up in the
West Indies after their first-round
exit from the World Cup. He
believes that Carl Hooper's troops
havenotgrasped the ODI game.

"I believe we have as good a Test
team as any, but when it comes to
one-day cricket, I don't believe we
are among the top six teams in the
world," Benjamin told the official
website of West Indies cricket.

Benjamin feels that the men
from the Caribbean have yet to
grasp the finer points of shorter
version of the game.

"I don't think we've actually
grabbed the fine points of one-day
cricket as yet, fielding is the major
part, and the thing about it is that
we don't have specialist one-day
players," he said.

West Indies crashed out of the
World Cup after making a terrific
start to the tournament, beating
the hosts South Africa in a tight
affair. They then lost to New
Zealand, had their match against
Bangladesh washed out, thrashed
Canada, lost another close game to
Sri Lanka before beating Kenya in
their final pool game.

The cheerleader

FROM PAGE 16

Kapil is in South Africa as a brand
ambassador for the television
channel beaming the World Cup
live to millions of fans backhome.

Ranatunga

FROM PAGE 16

ger teams like West Indies and
Australia and they failed,"
Ranatunga told the BBC Tamil
service.

Ponting pleased

FROM PAGE 16
have seen what good touch he is in
back at home with some big scores
for New South Wales.

"I think the whole player-group
will be thrilled with his decision."
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