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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition
March 8-15

Drik Gallery holds exhibition of
'Feminist Cartoons' for the first time
in the country. Celebrating the
International Women Day 2003, the
show will feature cartoons by both
Bangladeshi and foreign
cartoonists. The exhibition will also
be accompanied by discussion
sessions on March 10 at 6.30 p.m.
The show starts at 4.30 p.m. and
continues up to March 15 everyday

from3to8p.m.

Exhibition
March 2-16

The Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University and the Embassy of
Japan is jointly holding a painting
exhibition by Bangladeshi artists
who studied in Japan. The
exhibition takes place at Zainul
Gallery of the Institute. The show is

openfrom2p.m.to8p.m.

Exhibition

February March 18-April 7

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts will hold
a solo exhibition of abstract art by
Mahmudul Haque, one of the major
exponents of the trend in contem-
porary times. The show will be
inaugurated at 6.30 p.m. by Hon-
ourable Minister for Commerce
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury;
the Ambassador of Japan to
Bangladesh Jiro Kobayashi will
also be present. The exhibition will
run through April 7 from 12 p.m.to 8

p.m.everyday.
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Colombian pop singer Shakira
addresses a press conference

Nilufar Yasmeen

Fond memories of our Nilufar Apa

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

HEN I went to see
Nilufar Yasmeen a
month back, she was

under the supervision of the doc-
tors at BIRDEM. She was extremely
weak and could hardly raise her
head. As she sat on a chair with her
face downwards I avoided disturb-
ing her. Her attendant informed
me that they were planning to go to
Bangkok for further treatment. I
was hopeful that she would be
better after that trip and I would be
able to come back and see her. I
hadn't realised that this would be
thelasttimeIwould see her.

Nilufar Yasmeen was one of the
renowned singers of our country.
Shebegan her career as avocalist of
modern songs. Gradually she
ventured into the depths of classi-
cal music and the full variety of
Nazrul songs ranging from Hamd,
Nath, Bhajaan, Kirtaan, Thumree
and Kheyaal. Nilufar was equally
adept in songs of Atul Prosaad Sen,
and DL Rai. She always preferred
songs with arich classical base.

Nilufar had the rare gift of mes-
merising the audience with her
voice. The lyrics, rhythm, and
tunes which she rendered went
beyond mere entertainment. Her
renditions were mostly filled with
pathos and would rarely compro-
mise with songs which had little
depth. In fact, she was one of the
most active proponents of preserv-
ing the original tunes of Nazrul and
followed the swaralipiand original
tunes thoroughly. She was an
active member of the Nazrul
Shangeet Shilpi Shongstha.

I got to know Nilufar apa quite
intimately back in 1984 when we
toured Calcutta along with a small
troupe of Nazrul Shangeet singers.
Leading artists of Nazrul songs of
West Bengal and Bangladesh had
participated at the festival. As
events would have it, we grew close
and at one point my family, along
with Nilufar Yasmeen, shifted to a
historical house where Tagore had

would happily spend hours
rehearsing her songs or simply
listening to her favourites.

After our performance (she had
sung Abaar bhalo bashar shaad
jagey, and Tomaar kushum boney
ami) the reputed newspapers
brought out articles and printed in
bold letters '"Magnificent Artists
from Bangladesh." They were full
of praise of the Bangladeshi artists,
particularly of Nilufar Yasmeen,
commenting that she had per-
formed the best amongst all the
artists from both Bangladesh and
India.

Indeed she had and she made us

all proud.

Nilufar Yasmeen had been
suffering from the deadly cancer
for the past few years. But nothing
could keep her away from her
music. Only a few months ago
while we were recording a song at
the studio, everyone noticed her
seemingly falter. Even when I met
her at the Savar Smriti Shoudho
while recording a song for the
Nazrul Day she seemed frail and
exhausted. She sat under the shade
of a big tree. Even though it was an
unusually sultry day, nothing could
keep her away from her love for
songs. She performed for the last
time at Trishal on May 29, with us at
the birth anniversary of Nazrul last
year.

As T walked up to her house to
pay my last respect, it was difficult
to miss the tremendous sense of
loss and pain felt by her family,
friends, colleagues and admirers.
My heart aches at the thought that
itwill possibly take years before our
country can produce another artist
as talented, sincere and devoted to
music as Nilufar Yasmeen. May she
rest in peace and her songs live-on
for generations to come.
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Cartoons say 'Yes' to women

Cartoonists from seven countries observe the International Women's Day

HARUN UR RASHID

OR the first time in the

country, an exhibition of

feminist cartoons has been
organised to observe the event
since March 8 at the Drik Gallery.
Jointly held by Drik Gallery and
Oxfam-GB, Bangladesh, the week-
long exhibition is displaying about
eighty cartoon works by twenty-six
cartoonists, both male and female,
from seven countries of the world.

Cartoon as a means of artistic
expression is widely regarded a
very strong materiel of protest and
criticism. Humorousinnature, as it
is, cartoon affects its subject
through merciless ridicule. And the
humour chiefly lies in the befitting
caricature of the subject. The
caricature, often along with
accompanying dialogues or com-
ments, composes the 'say' of the
cartoon.

But it has been observed that
cartoons are often anti-women in
nature. Either they project women
as consumer or as greedy, seduc-
tive, silly and seducer. Even the
bodylines of women figures in
cartoons reflect the sexist, gender
segregated notion of the body. The
practice has been embedded into
our existing patriarchal system.
The ongoing exhibition aims at
raising a debate around this prac-
tice as well as a campaign against
the stereotypical images of women
inmedia.

The exhibits at the show mostly
present protest against numerous
patriarchal treatments of women
in different social settings of the
world. The cartoonists include
from the US, India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Nigeria and the host
Bangladesh. The subjects of the
cartoons range from women's
treatment in family level to
national, even to international
level. Cartoons related to interna-
tional affairs, like the US campaign
for war against Iraq, for example,
have also earned rooms in the

cion arising, for they look very
much like the antisocial. In another
work Shishir sketches the general
expectation of the common peo-
ple. A poor woman is seen dream-
ingin hersleep that the two leading
party-leaders are celebrating Eid
together.

Shishir's most ironical blast,
however, is again unleashed
against the men: in this cartoon he
shows one of the organisers leaving
the scene after lifting a woman, a
feminist activist, on to a dais to
celebrate Women's Day.

Tahmina Hafiz Lisa, a
Bangladeshi, has ridiculed the
popular practice of using women

in promotional activities like TV
commercials, advertisements etc.
The piece shows awoman, vulgarly
dressed like the heroines in con-
temporary Bangla films, acting in
an advertisement of biri--a coun-
try-made smoking product. Lisa
also attacks the fundamentalist
religious system of dividing land
property among the inheritors, in
which women get much less than
their male counterparts.

Indian cartoonist Shekhar
Mukherjee brings forth an impor-
tant aspect of women's maltreat-
ment at the very hands of women
themselves. Entitled Fashion
Statement, the cartoon presents a
so-called fashionable woman,

SIR... \D L\KE TO PROPOSE
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whose figure is 'fashionably' slen-
der, asks a poor woman who is all
skin and bone, 'Do ya know slim is
outand skinnyisin?'

The exhibition displays some of
Maya Kamath's works. The
deceased Indian cartoonist's
speculation even ridicules Hamlet,
or William Shakespeare for that
matter, for that much-quoted
utterance, 'Frailty, thy name is
woman." The cartoon shows a
woman burdened with a lot of
children of all sizes and ages, strug-
gling hard to maintain all the
household chores.

Kamath's feminism also covers
the national-political level. In one
such piece a woman MP is seen
proposing in the parliament '33%
reservation for men in household
chores...." Another of her cartoons
lashes hatred against those who
protested the presentation of
Phoolan Devi in the film Bandit
Queen, while they keep their own
women at home under severe
oppression.

Indian cartoonist, V.
Ramchandran Iyer, lashed his
attack on the US President George
W. Bush for his reckless promise of
waging war against those so-called
terrorist countries.

Famous Pakistani cartoonist
Chaudry Rafique Ahmed Feica
comes with some brilliant pieces
that mainly project the need for
mutual bond of cooperation and
understanding between man and
woman.

From Nepal have come a group
of cartoonists, who work for a
Nepalese publishing concern
called 'Asmita'. There are artists
also from the Cartoonist Club of
Nepal. The There are also works by
three American cartoonists--Trina
Robbins, Anne Timmons, and
Brian Rumbolo. Robbins and
Timmons jointly bring out the
famous comic book called GoGirl!,
which has won the Lulu Award
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