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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

March 8-15

Drik Gallery holds exhibition of
'Feminist Cartoons' for the first time
in the country. Celebrating the
International Women Day 2003, the
show will feature cartoons by both
Bangladeshi and foreign
cartoonists. The exhibition will also
be accompanied by discussion
sessions on March 10 at 6.30 p.m.
The show starts at 4.30 p.m. and
continues up to March 15 everyday
from3to8p.m.

Exhibition

March 2-16

The Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University and the Embassy of
Japan is jointly holding a painting
exhibition by Bangladeshi artists
who studied in Japan. The
exhibition takes place at Zainul
Gallery of the Institute. The show is
openfrom2p.m.to8p.m.

Exhibition

February March 18-April 7

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts will hold
a solo exhibition of abstract art by
Mahmudul Haque, one of the major
exponents of the trend in contem-
porary times. The show will be
inaugurated at 6.30 p.m. by Hon-
ourable Minister for Commerce
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury;
the Ambassador of Japan to
Bangladesh Jiro Kobayashi will
also be present. The exhibition will
run through April 7 from 12 p.m.to 8
p.m.everyday.

PHOTO: AFP
Steve Tyler (R back) of
Aerosmith and lead singer
Brian Johnson (L back) of
AC/DC watch AC/DC guitarist
Angus Young (front) during the
18th Annual Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame Induction Ceremony in
New York, on March 10. AC/DC
is one of the nine being
inducted into the Hall of Fame.

Eminent singer Nilufar Yasmin breathed her last on March 10,2003 at the
Birdem Hospital, Dhaka. Nilufar Yasmeen was suffering from cancer for a
long time.
We deeply mourn the untimely demise of Nilufar Yasmin, whose death will
create avacuum in the cultural arena of our country.

When a dream comes true
JCAcademy celebrates its 10th anniversary

RuMMAN UDDIN AHAMED
N its 10th anniversary JC
academy launched its

O dance drama
'Shapnoshandhani' on March 7th
2003. The whole programme was a
compilation of dance, acting, song
and music. All these forms of art

mingled together and created
illusory environment on stage.

The dance drama was about a
little boy who always spoke against
all odds. In his sleep and in his
dreams he went to the fairyland, a
beautiful country where every-
thing was enchanting. The beauti-
ful fairies were dancing around in
the garden of Eden. But there was
something missing as the boy
noticed. He found even in their
dances the people of that fairyland
were in a melancholy mood. The
boy could not understand why.
The boy named Khokon made two
friends there, Shuva and Notun.
They learnt from the fairies that
there was a tyrant who made the
country silent. He was the one who

caused so much trouble in the
fairyland. With his friends and the
fairies he came up with an idea to
stop the whole episode and fought
against the cruelruler.

Then suddenly he woke up from
his sleep. He learnt from his dream
that every criminal should be
punished. All the cruelty and odds
should be removed from the soci-
ety. The people who create trouble
in the peaceful country must be
punished.

The dance drama, indeed,
spoke about the present situation
of this world. A hand full of people
is causing so much trouble in the
society. The others are the sufferers
from there activities. These cruel,
war maniac people should be
identified and punished. If all the
odds are removed from this world,
we cannot even imagine how much
of a paradise we can make out of
this world. The dance drama nar-
rated this fact illustriously through
the magnificent form of dance,
drama, song and music.

Heritage

Fiesta for the Bauls

Jolchhobi organises in the city the 2nd Sadhu
Sangho--a big congregation of the Bauls

HARUN UR RASHID

HE dry pond at the

Institute of Fine Arts,

Dhaka University, is
once again ready to hold the
second 'Sadhu Sangho' on
March 13. Arrangements are
also towards the end for the big
congregation of the
practitioners of the folk music
known as Baul music. Being
organised by Jolchhobi Movie
Factory, the assemblage invites
Bauls from all over the country
tojoin the festival and exchange
Baul music, philosophies, views
andlearning of the Baul cult.

The term 'Baul' immediately
connotes in one's mind to two
things: Baul songs, and those
who perform these songs and
live a life apparently different
from that of ordinary people.
This life of Bauls is distin-
guished inits very philosophical
base.

The Bauls are so called
because, they are assumed to be
afflicted with the 'wind disease'.
This theory has gradually estab-
lished the etymological emer-
gence of the term 'Baul'. The
word has references to Sanskrit
vayu meaning 'air'--the inner

The main musical session by night

flow of energy that gives life and
harmony to all sentient beings,
and the word betaal meaning
'mad’ or out of rhythm. Com-
bined, the two words give the
idea of the 'wind disease'--
suggesting wind-like restless-
ness. 'Baul' also has connection
with words like the Sanskrit
vyakul meaning 'restless', and
the Arabic 'duliyd meaning
'saint' or holy man. For, the
Bauls are traditionally thought
to have found the God's image
within the soul; or, it least, they
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goonsearchingforit.

Baul songs form one of the
few widely known and appreci-
ated genres of Bangla folk
music. Baul music is distin-
guished from others textually as
religious music. Although, like
in many other types of folk
music, Baul songs also have
references to the mythical love
relationship between Krishna
and Radha, they are not mere
love songs. On the contrary,
these songs use the love theme
only allegorically to suggest a
higher level of bond between
God and man. This spiritual
and philosophical nature of the
Baul music is what has made it
very popular as well as superior
as an artistic expression. Songs
by all-time great Baul Lalon
Shah are the golden example of
thismagnificent art.

The centre of the Baul doc-
trine of life and music lies in its
secularism. The Bauls may be
Hindu or Muslim by birth. But
they deny to follow the tradi-
tional rituals and belief of the
religions. They rather believe
thatitis the human body that is
the abode of God, not the tem-

ple or the mosque. And they
perform only one ritual in their
search of God--dhyan or medi-
tation, in which they ultimately
discover the spiritual expres-
sion for the God-man relation-
ship that comprise the themes
oftheir songs.

Bauls traditionally live a life
of the nomads or gypsies. They
travel from place to place,
delivering their learning
among the mass in form of
songs. And during this travel,
they chiefly live by collecting
alms from people for whom
they sing Baul songs in return.
This might seem somewhat
unacceptable to some of us,
but what makes this practice
acceptable is that the Bauls
never demand anything in
particular and always refuse to

Poornima, a great number of
sadhus including Abdur Rab
Shai, Humayun Sadhu, Abdul
Karim Shai, Aklima Khatun,
Monohar Shai, Shamsul Fakir
and others gathered at the dry
pond in the Fine Arts Institute
premises. The event started at6
pm in the evening and contin-
ued to 2 pm in the afternoon of
thenextday.

Sure, Jolchhobi deserves
appreciation and encourage-
ment for initiating such an
endeavour to keep an old cul-
tural tradition alive. The city is
about to be echoed with Baul
songs by no less than 20 Bauls
along with their partners and
disciples. Rab Fakir, who is also
known as Gopal Sadhu, will,
like before, take the principal
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Sadhus meditating with the ektar:

take more than they do actually
need. To shake off all unneces-
sary bonds of this earthly life is
considered a 'must' by them.

'Sadhu Sangho' is a gather-
ing where people meet the
Bauls and listen to their songs
and teachings. In the first
Sadhu Sangho, held on March
1, 2001, just before the Dol
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responsibility of gathering the

'y

Bauls. And besides the live
performances, recordings of
the event on CDs, cassettes,
videos and other media will be
available for preservation and
collection. Let us all participate
in the responsibility of preserv-
ingour cultural heritage.
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