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Victoria lose tied game

Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

It was yet another tied match at the
BKSPyesterday.

But this time lady luck smiled upon
Abahani as the popular Dhanmondi
outfit prevailed over defending cham-
pions Victoria Sporting Club in a
crucial GrameenPhone Premier
Division Cricket League clash at the
country'slonesportsinstitute.

Both teams finished on 240 for nine
in their stipulated 50 overs. But
Abahani, who lost to arch-rivals
Mohammedan Sporting Club in a tied
match at the same venue on Friday by
losing more number of wickets, were
declared the winners by virtue of a
better scoring rate at the end over 40
overs.

Abahani were 186-5 after 40 overs
compared to Victoria who were 182-3
at the same stage batting first having
wonthetoss.

The defeat in the tied match was
only Victoria's second defeat in ten
leaguematches.

Abahani once again had to rely on
skipper skipper Akram Khan's second
consecutive half-cen to ¢ the
Dhanmondi club. The stockily-built
Chittagonian who slammed an
unbeaten 67 against Mohammedan,
hammered 59 off 84 balls. His patient
knockcontainedjustthreefours.

Together with his Pakistani team-
mate Tareq Mahmud, Akramsharedin
century third-wicket stand after
Abahani lost two early wickets for 23
runs.
Tareq chipped in with a 48-ball 45
that featured three sixes and as many
boundaries.

Earlier, the Victoria's total was built
upon 51 from middle-order Azam
Igbal. Fellow middle-order batsman
Nuruzzaman (42) and opener Parvez
Ahmed (39) were the other notable
run-getters.

It was Abahani's sixth win in nine
matches helped them join
Mohammedan in third position with
eachhaving36points.

Despite the setback Victoria
remainedatthetop on44 points.

YPEGASUS-INDIRAROAD
In the other match of the day, Young

Pegasus trounced Indira Road Krira
Chakra by 52 runs at the Fatullah
CricketStadium.

One-down Fahadullah scored a
century as Pegasus scored a fighting
242 for seven in the allotted 50 overs
afterwinningthetoss.

Hehit three sixes and seven foursin
his 117-ballknock. Opener Imrozwas
among the runs with a 68-ball 57 that
featured eightboundaries.

In reply, Orient were shot out for
190in44.5 overswith Tusharhammer-
inghighest66.

The win kept Pegasus' super league
hopes alive. They are now sixth with 24
pointsfromninematches.

Orient, on the other hand, have 18
pointsfromninematches.

Nomatcheswillbeplayed today.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboards of the two
GrameenPhone Premier Division
CricketLeaguematchesyesterday:

AbahanivVictoriaSC

Venue: BKSP

VICTORIASC
WasimcArmanbRussell 15
ParvezcSajjadulbMehrab 39
SalimcMukhterbTMahmud 14
Azamrunout 51
NuruzzamanlbwbAlamgir 42

AnisurcMukhterbbAlamgir 20
Manzarul cMukhterb Suja 6

SabbircAlamgirb Suja 7
Masudnotout 7
Saifulb Tmahmud 6

Razzaknotout 5
Extras: (b-8,1b-7,nb-1,w-12) 28
Total: (For9wktsin500vers) 240

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-60, 3-101, 4-183,
5-183,6-203,7-212,8-224,9-234

Bowler O M RW
Russell 5 0 33 1

Alamgir 10 0 49 2
Suja 100 2 24 2
TMahmud 10 0 54 2

Arman 10 0 33 1
Towhid 1 0 8 0
Mehrab 4 1 24 1
ABAHANI

MehrabcSalimbManzarul 31
Sajjad cMasudbManzarul 23

TMahmudb Sabbir 45
AkramstSalimb Sabbir 59
AsadullahlbwbManzarul 0
Towhid cSalimb Razzak 24
Armannotout 25
MukhtercandbManzarul 4
Sujarunout 4
RussellcSabbirb Razzak 1
Alamgirnotout 9
Extras: (b-2,1b-4,w-9) 15

Total: (For9wktsin500vers) 240

Fall of wickets: 1-78, 2-118, 3-123, 4-
123,5-179,6-206,2-211,8-217,9-223

Bowler O M R W
Saiful 8 0 4 0
Nuruzzaman 5 0 26 0
Wasim 3 0 31 0
Razzak 10 0 53 2
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Manzarul 10 1 23 4
Sabbir 10 0 41 2
Masud 4 0 16 O
Result: Match tied. Abahani were
declared winners by virtue of their
betterscoringrateafter40overs.
YoungPegasusvIndiraRoad KC
Venue:FCS

YOUNGPEGASUS
RakibulcSadatbSalauddin 21
Imrozc&bMallick 57
Fahad cSadatbTushar 106
Muradlbwb Mallick 3
NiralacKabibHumayun 7

RezanulcKabibHumayun 21
TanvircPaponbMustafa 16
Jamilnotout

Shahzadanotout

Extras: (b-3,w-6)

Total: (For7wktsin50overs) 242

Fall of wickets: 1-47, 2-100, 3-109, 4-
128,5-181,6-222,7-240

‘9>—‘c:

Bowler O M R W
Sanjay 3 020 0
Arafat 9 1 52 1
Sadat 100 0 46 0
Mallick 10 1 21 2
Humayun 10 0 47 2
Mustafa 0 34 1
Tushar 1 0 19 1
INDIRAROADKC

HumayuncShahzadabJamil 30
PaponcNiralabShahzada 5

TusharcsubbMurad 66
Sadatrunout 0
KalimcMuradbRashed 4
KabicTanvirbKamal 32

ShafayetcTanvirbMurad 15
ArafatbMurad

MustafabMurad 1
Mallicknotout 15
SanjaybKamal 0

Extras: (b-2,Ib-2,nb-4,w-12) 20
Total: (Alloutin44.50vers) 190

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-83, 3-85,4-97, 5-
129,6-155,7-159,8-162,9-190

Bowler O M R W
Shahzada 6 0 39 1
Jamil 10 0 45 1

PHOTO: STAR
GM Alexi Barasov (R) of Uzbekistan and IM Enamul Hossain Rajib during
their second round engagement of the sixth United Insurance and United
Leasing Grand Masters chess tournament at the NSC yesterday.

Foreigners take lead

'i_’ Chess

UNB, Dhaka

Top seeded Grand Master Sergey
Tiviakovand GM Marat Dzhumaev
were jointly leading the board in
the sixth United Insurance and
United Leasing Grand Masters
chess tournament with maximum
points at the end of second round
yesterday.

Dutchman Tiviakov beat FIDE
Master Taibur Rahman of
Bangladesh while Dzhumaev of
Uzbekistan defeated another
Bangladeshi, Abdullah Al Rakib, an
International Master, at the
Bangladesh Chess Federation
auditoriumin the evening.

GM Ziaur Rahman of
Bangladesh, GM Alexi Barasov of
Uzbekistan, GM Alexander
Goloshchapov of Ukrine and IM
Vakhidov Tahir of Uzbekistan were
closely following the leaders with
1.5 points each.

In the round, Barasov beat local
IM Enamul Hossain Rajib while the
country's first GM Niaz Murshed
defeated Spanish GM Magem
Badals Jordi, IM Reefat Bin Sattar
beat compatriot Sheikh Nasir
Ahmed.

From hymns
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Catholic priest in school and had
even attended a seminary for a few
monthswhen fateintervened.

Called up at the last minute to
play for his school because one of
the regular bowlers was injured,
Vaas made an immediate impres-
sion by claiming a hattrick.

"I suppose it was up to God, so I
should thank Him for the cricket
because when I was small I really
wanted to be a priest," Vaas told the
Sunday Times here.

Now eight seasons as a profes-
sional, the left-armer is Sri Lanka's
most successful fast bowler with
271 one-day and 206 Test wickets.

"I like the world record of 8-19
but the hattrick is special because I
achieved it during the World Cup,"
Vaas said before adding he was
aware of the criticism that he got
lucky against Bangladesh, a team
dismissed in some quarters as no
better thanaclubside.

"I have been bowling well in
Tests and one-dayers. All bowlers
performwellin patches.

"Here, I have bowled well focus-
ing on not giving runs away and at
home I worked on the seam posi-
tion of the ball, the way I run in and
my balance. It has produced wick-
ets."

Disney cricket
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director of tournament organisers
'Windies World Cup 2007', who will
decide where games are played, said
putting some games on in America
could help the sportin thelongrun.

"The ICC have objectives in the
United States and, as a member of
the international cricket commu-
nity, we would naturally look at
supportingthe ICC's objectives. The
2007 World Cup is such an opportu-
nity, so it will be explored," said
Dehring who added that Florida was
thelikeliestlocation.

The newspaper reported that
Florida's weatﬁer, large West Indian
community and rarity value as one of
the few places in America where
cricketis played willall help.

Florida could also prove a more
alll)pealin%)venue than some parts of
the Caribbean, where facilities,
transport and stadium capacities are
often poor.

Disney World has already staged
minor cricket events, and several
years ago the ICC planned a tourna-
ment there to help them market the
sport among America's 280 million
citizens.

The United States are ranked 16th
oftheICC's84 member countries.

They took part in the 2001 ICC
Trophy in Toronto, which acted as
the ualifyin§1 tournament for the
Worl Clﬁ;j), where they finished fifth
behind the Netherlands, Canada,
Namibia and Scotland.

"Lunatic' D]

told the Sunday Timeshere.
%bury, however, defended his
outburst.
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The big time
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found himselfout of the side.

Some even predicted he would go
the way of his father Yograj, a fast
bowler who was discarded after just
onetest.

But Ganguly remained stead-
fastly behind Yuvraj and he vindi-
cated his captain's faith last year with
a breezy 69 to help propel India to
victory over hosts England in a tri-
seriesfinal.

Yuvraj is also a brilliant cover
pointfielder.

His most memorable moment
came at the Champions Trophy last
September, when his flying catch to
dismiss his idol Jonty Rhodes helped
India pull off a close semi-final
victory over South Africa.

Ganguly is delighted by Yuvraj's
success.

"He is a natural match-winner,"
he said. "I am really happy for him,
afterallthe problemshe hasfaced.

Stage set for Asian thriller
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against Pakistan but aggregates
only 45 runs in six other innings,
while Dinesh Mongia's best was 42
against the Netherlands.

If the lack of runs from these
three was not enough, the Indians
received a rude shock when they
dropped four catches during a
tense six-wicket win over Kenya at
Newlands on Friday.

"We've got to be on our toes all
the time,” Ganguly said, but
believed it would not be long
before Sehwag, Kaif and Mongia
gotamong theruns.

"It's not a matter of one player

coming good. Everyone has to
contribute."

Ganguly said the poor fielding
against Kenya was an exception.

"We have fielded well through-
out the tournament. I would like to
thinkitwasjustan off-day."

Monday's match promises an
exciting contest between the high-
est run-getter in the tournament,
Sachin Tendulkar, and the leading
wicket-taker Chaminda Vaas.

In the last 10 meetings between
the two sides, India have won five,
Sri Lanka three while two matches
of the Champions Trophy final in
Colombo were washed out.

Their last World Cup clash four

years ago was one-sided as India
pulverised Sri Lanka by 157 runs at

FORM GUIDE

AFP, johannesburg

Form guide for India and Sri Lanka ahead of their World Cup Super Six
clash attheWanderers here on Monday:

INDIA (won 8lost 2)

March72003 beatKenyaby6wickets Newlands
March12003  beatPakistan by 6 wickets Centurion
Feb262003 beat England by 82 runs Durban

Feb 232003 beat Namibia by 181 runs Pietermaritzburg
Feb 192003 beat Zimbabwe by 83 runs Harare

Feb 152003 lostto Australia by 9 wickets Centurion

Feb 122003 beat Netherlands by 68 runs Paarl

Jan 142003 lostto New Zealand by 6 wickets Hamilton
Jan112003 beat New Zealand by 1 wicket Auckland

Jan 82003 beatNewZealand by2wickets ~ Wellington
SRILANKA (won 4 lost5 tied 1)

March72003  losttoAustraliaby96 runs Centurion
March32003  vSouthAfrica - match tied Durban

Feb 282003 beat WestIndies by 6 runs CapeTown

Feb 242003 lost to Kenya by 53 runs Nairobi

Feb 192003 beat Canadaby9 wickets Paarl

Feb 142003 beatBangladesh by 10wickets  Pietermaritzburg

Taunton following big centuries
from Rahul Dravid and Ganguly.

The duo, along with in-form
Tendulkar and Yuvraj Singh, will
once again hold fort as India look
for a big score on what is expected
to be a superb batting wicket at the
Wanderers.

Tendulkar is the tournament's
leading scorer with 474 runs while
Ganguly is the only batsman to hit
two centuries. Vaas has 16 wickets
sofar.

Ganguly added Sri Lanka were a
tough side to beat with or without
Sanath Jayasuriya who is recover-
ing from a bruised forearm and
fractured thumb following a hit by
Australian fastbowler Brett Lee.

"It will obviously be an advan-
tage for us if Sanath does not play,
but they are a good side and we
need to bat and bowl well against
them."

LINE-UPS

INDIA (from): Saurav Ganguly
(captain), Rahul Dravid, Virender
Sehwag, Sachin Tendulkar, Anil
Kumble, Harbhajan Singh, Javagal
Srinath, Zaheer Khan, Ashish
Nehra, Dinesh Mongia, Parthiv
Patel, Sanjay Bangar, Ajit Agarkar,
Yuvraj Singh, Mohammad Kaif.
SRI LANKA (from): Sanath
Jayasuriya (captain), Marvan
Atapattu, Mahela Jayawardene,
Kumar Sangakkara, Aravinda De
Silva, Russel Arnold, Jehan
Mubarak, Avishka Gunawardena,
Hashan Tillakaratne, Muttiah
Muralitharan, Chaminda Vaas,
Dilhara Fernando, Pulasthi
Gunaratne, Prabath Nissanka,
Charitha Buddhika.

Umpires: Simon Taufel (Aus) and
David Shepherd (Eng)

TVumpire: Daryl Harper (Aus)
Match referee: Clive Lloyd (WIs)

SUPER SIX STANDINGS

AFP, johannesburg

Standings in the World Cup Super Six after Saturday's match (played,
won, lost, tied/no result, points carried forward, total points, net run-

rate):
Australia
India

Kenya

New Zealand
SriLanka
Zimbabwe

W W W www
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0 12 16 +1.84
0 8 12 -0.19
0 10 10 +0.44
0 4 8 -0.32
0 7.5 25 -0.68
0 3.5 3.5 -0.75

Meanwhile, local GM Zia drew
with his Ukrainian opponent
Goloshchapov while Tahir drew
with Indian rival IM Neelotpal Das.

The third round billed for today
are: Taibur vs Reefat, Rakib vs
Tiviakov, Neelotpal vs Dzhumaeyv,
Goloshchapov vs Tahir, Magem vs
Zia, Barsov vs Niaz and Nasir vs
Rajib. Play starts at 3:00 pm at the
same venue.

Boys' hockey
India trounce
Bangladesh

BSS, Savar

Defending champions India
thrashed Bangladesh 6-1 in the 2nd
Under 16 Boys' Asia Cup Hocke
Championship at the Banglades
Krira Shikkha Pratishthan (BKSP)
hereyesterday.

Bangladesh, who recorded a
comprehensive 13-nil win over Sri
Lanka the day before, failed to
maintain their good showing as
they capitulated to India by the
huge margin.

India dominated the first half 2-
0

The only consolation goal for the
hosts came from Sultan in the 61st
minute.

Earlier, Sri Lanka were drubbed
again, this time 0-7 to Malaysia. The
winnersled the first session 1-0.

Nagoya Marathon
Ominami's
AFP, Nagoya

Japan's Takami Ominami over-
came strong winds and heavy
pressure as the top favourite b
making a long solo run after 2
kilometres to win the Nagoya
international women's marathon
on Sunday.

TOP RUN-MAKERS

AFP, johannesburg

Sri Lanka's Aravinda de Silva became the fifth player to score 1,000 World
Cup career runs when he made 92 during Friday's match against Australia at

Centurion.

India's Sachin Tendulkar still leads the way with 1,533 runs.
Top ten World Cup run-makers (pl%y)qr, country, matches, innings, not out,

runs, highestscore, average, 100s, 505

S Tendulkar India 29 28

JMiandad Pakistan 33 30
AdeSilva SLanka 32 29
VRichards Windies 23 21
M Waugh Australia 22 22
SWaugh Australia 33 30
ARanatunga  SLanka 30 29
BLara Windies 25 25
S Anwar Pakistan 21 21
G Gooch England 21 21
(*denotes notout)

3 1533 152 6132 4 10
5 1083 103 4332 1 8
3 1028 145 3953 2 6
5 1013 181 6331 3 5
3 1004 130 5284 4 4
10 978 120* 4890 1 6
8 969 88* 46.14 0 7
3 956 116 4345 2 6
4 915 113* 53.82 3 3
1 897 115 4485 1 8

WORLD CUP AVERAGES

AFP, Johannesburg

Leadingbatting and bowling averages at the World Cup:

BATTING

(Player, country, matches, innings, not out, runs, highest score, aver-

age, 100s, 50s)

H Gibbs S Africa 6 6
S Styris N Zealand 6 5
N Astle N Zealand 5 5
S Tendulkar India 7 7
GKirsten S Africa 6 6
CWishart Zimbabwe 6 5
S Ganguly India 7 7
S Anwar Pakistan 5 5
SJayasuriya S Lanka 7 7
M Atapattu S Lanka 7 7
Kvan Noortwijk Holland 4 4
D Martyn Australia 7 6
RPonting Australia 7 6
R Dravid India 7 6
Yuvraj Singh India 7 7
SFleming N Zealand 6 6
CCairns N Zealand 6 5
GFlower Zimbabwe 5 4
AdeSilva S Lanka 7 5
AFlower Zimbabwe 6 5

2 384 143 96.00 1 2
2 250 141 8333 1 1
2 213 102* 71.00 1 1
0 474 152 6771 1 4
3 186 69 6200 0 3
1 245 172* 6125 1 0
2 279 112 5580 2 0
1 218 101 5450 1 0
2 270 120 54.00 1 2
2 265 124 53.00 1 1
1 154 134* 5133 1 0
2 204 67 51.00 0 3
1 249 114 4980 1 1
2 199 62 4975 0 1
3 195 58* 48.75 0 2
1 243 134* 4860 1 0
1 187 54 4675 0 1
1 139 78* 4633 0 1
0 231 92 4620 0 2
0 231 71 4620 0 2

(*indicates notout; qualification: 3 completed innings)

BOWLING

(Player, country, matches, overs, maidens, runs, wickets, average, best

bowling, four wicket innings)

ABichel Australia 4 23
JGillespie  Australia 4 30
GMcGrath Australia 7 554
VDrakes Windies 6 51.5
CVaas S Lanka 7 58.1
W Akram Pakistan 6 473
MM 'tharan SLanka 7 604
M Ntini S Africa 6 52.1
JDavison Canada 6 42
JOram NZealand 6 58
CWhite England 5 45
ANehra India 5 37.1
BHogg Australia 6 41.4
S Pollock S Africa 6 48
J Srinath India 7 57.1
ACaddick England 5 44
JAnderson England 5 47

2 65 12 541 7-20 1
4 98 8 1225 3-13 0
15 177 14 1264 7-15 1
7 208 16 13.00 5-33 2
11 217 16 13.56 6-25 2
4 201 12 16.75 5-28 1
7 222 13 17.07 4-28 1
6 176 10 17.60 4-24 1
5 187 10 18.70 3-15 O
8 227 12 1891 4-52 1
5 179 9 19.88 3-33 0
4 162 8 2025 6-23 1
2 189 9 21.00 3-46 0
12 172 8 2150 2-08 0
2 216 10 21.60 4-30 1
8 178 8 2225 4-35 1
3 225 10 22,50 4-25 2

Thumbs up or down?
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whether or not I can play. It is such
abig game and I don't want to miss
out."

Sri Lanka, who lost to Australia
by 96 runs at Centurion, must
defeat both India and Zimbabwe in
their remaining games to book
their place in the semifinals.

The 1996 champions could even
go through with one victory, but
only if the results of the other
matches favour them.

If Jayasuriya's worries were not
enough, the Sri Lankans were also
sweating over a groin injury sus-
tained by middle-order batsman
Hashan Tillekeratne against
Australia.

"We will see how Hashan goes
and then adjust the batting order
accordingly," Jayasuriya said.

Avishka Gunawardena and
Jehan Mubarak are standing by to
fill any vacancies in the batting
order which has been weakened by
the poor form of Mahela
Jayawardena.

The 25-year-old has made just
16 runs in five innings, including a
duck against Australia, and coach
Dav Whatmore conceded that
Jayawardena was battling to sort
outthe problem.

"He has to come out of it him-
self," Whatmore said. "We have
been giving him as much help as

we can and he has batted in every
netsession.

"He is more disappointed than
anyone else but that is the way it
goes sometimes. He is a special
player and his contribution has
beensadly missed."

Jayasuriya said the game
against India will be closely fought
whether he himself played or not.

"India have come back strongly
afterlosing to Australia, but we also
showed alot of character to bounce
back after the Kenya defeat," he
said.

"Both teams have had some
special games in the past and this
onewillnotbe any different."

India, who have 12 points to Sri
Lanka's 7.5, will advance to the
semifinals if they win one of their
remaining games against Sri Lanka
orNew Zealand.

Sri Lanka's star spinner Muttiah
Muraitharan, meanwhile, was
confident the Indian batting jug-
gernaut, led by Sachin Tendulkar,
canbe stopped.

"We have not played against
India for some time now and that is
an advantage," Muralitharan said.
"Both teams will be watching each
othervery closely.

"I am not targeting anyone, you
can't. The entire Indian top order is
sogood.

"You can't fox Tendulkar easily.
He reads the ball so early. I'll be
really happy if I can pick up four to
five wickets against the Indians and
help Sri Lankawin."

Quips & Quotes
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Australian threats that he'll be a
marked man when the two sides
meetin the Super Sixes onTuesday.
"I would like to go back to doing
what Iwanted to do as a boy - to play
Test cricket for England, not be a
national spokesman for everything
cricketing."

Nasser Hussain on his desire to
concentrateonbeingTest captain.

"I'd like to be remembered as
someone who gave it his all and was
very passionate about the badge, his
countryand any team he played for."
South African fast bowler Allan
Donald announcing his retire-
mentfrominternatioanl cricket.

"A rebuilding process is imminent
and some new players are bound to
be introduced after what happened
inSouthAfrica.”

Pakistan's chief selector Wasim
Bari threatening to overhaul the
national team after they were
knocked out in the first round of
theWorld Cup.

As spicy as it gets
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and Sri Lanka struggle to decide
whichis the betterside.

Historically, it is India, with 39
wins and 29 defeats, butit has been
nip and tuckinrecentyears.

Thelast dozen games have been
split five and five, the teams also
sharing the Champions Trophy in
September after two attempts to
play the final were washed out.

Hopefully Sri Lanka's skipper
Jayasuriyawill recover from a badly
bruised forearm, courtesy of
Australia's Brett Lee, to grace
Monday's encounter.

If he does not, there will be the
consolation of watching the only
man to ever take eight wickets in a
one-dayer (Vaas), the world's
highest one-day run-scorer
(Sachin Tendulkar, 12,020 runs
and rapidly climbing) and the most
successful one-day spinner
(Muttiah Muralitharan, 317 wick-
ets).

IfJayasuriyadoes appear hehas
given himselfan 80 per cent chance
ofrecovery four of the top five run-
getters at this World Cup
(Tendulkar, Ganguly, Jayasuriya
and Marvan Atapattu) will feature
atThe Wanderers.

Monday's game, key to both
side's semifinal hopes and con-
tested between opponents who
know each other well, will certainly

be fiery. Hopefully the venue will
not become part of the conflagra-
tion.

In perhaps the most remarkable
meeting of all, Sri Lanka were
awarded the 1996 World Cup
match againstIndia by default.

Sri Lanka, despite losing open-
ers Jayasuriya and Romesh
Kaluwitharana in the first over of
the game, had recovered to 251 for
eight, then reduced the home team
to 120 for eight onaslow turner.

Itwasall abit too exciting for the
100,000-strong Calcutta crowd.

They responded by pelting the
players with fruit, water bottles and
stones and began to set fire to the
stands before match referee Clive
Lloydintervened.

Sachin can't be
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three other half-centuries.

Indian captain Saurav Ganguly
said his batsmen will not have
problems dealing with
Muralitharan's variety.

"Murali has developed the
wrong one recently butitis not that
itcan'tbe picked," he said.

"Our batsmen are good players
of spin bowling and I don't think it
willbe hard to play him."

Thank God for De Silva
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century against Bangladesh. He
batted with one eye on the World
Cup. "I thought I make this
innings a fitness session," he had
said.

De Silva who has played 305
one-day internationals as well as
93 Tests in a career spanning
almost two decades says his
exclusion was the perfect moti-
vation to do well in South Africa,
after which he intends to retire.

"I always knew when I was left
out that I had another couple of
years leftin me," De Silva said on
Sunday as he prepared for Sri
Lanka's crucial match against
Indiain]Johannesburg.

"They were peak years of my
career, lost due to selections. I
just had to come out and prove
that to everyone.

"That made me work that
much harder and really moti-
vated me.

"I don't think there's any-
thing else left for me to prove
now. I just want to go out there
and make sure that I help the

youngsters and contribute in
anywayI can to help the side."

De Silva already knows what it
means to win the World Cup and
said there could be no better way
to end his career than by being
part of a winning team once
again at the Wanderers on March
23.

"To win the World Cup for the
second time would be the ulti-
mate way to go out. If I could do
that I don't think I could ask for
anything else from myself.

"I feel very happy that I was
able to win a World Cup. From a
cricketer's point of view you
can't ask for anything more than
that."

The diminutive cricketer said
he was undecided as to whether
he would retain his links with
cricket,

"I've got my own company
which will keep me busy but the
main thing is to spend time with my
family. I haven't decided yet
whether I will do any cricket-
related work."
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