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Farmer killed
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if there was any intruder. When he
opened the kitchen door, the killers
attacked him with sharp weapons
and slashed him all over. The gang
also held hostage other members
ofthe family.

When Tapan fell on the ground
bleeding profusely, one of the
killers said to the terrified famil
members showing a bundle of TK
500 notes, "See we came here to
collect the head of Niranjan in
exchange for one lakh taka. Since
we haven't found Niranjan, we
'legitimised' this money by killing
his younger brother. We are not
leavinguntilhe dies."

They then dragged the three
women to another room and raped
them in turn. "They confined me
inside a room with my mouth tied
with a piece of cloth and raped the
women," said Swapan at the
KMCH.

The killers left the house left the
house after two hours. They looted
some valuables including gold
ornaments and money. The family
members recovered Tapan's body
lyingin apoolofblood.

Swapan said before leaving the
killers asked him to pay Tk 1 laﬁh to
a 'killer' named Kamrul at the
second culvert point on the Rupsha
Chanmari Roag.

During the incident, the neigh-
bours heard screams and cries for
help, but dared not to come to their
rescue.

18 houses
gutted in
Magura

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

Eighteen houses were gutted in a fire
at Shimulia village under Magura
Sadar upazilayesterday afternoon.

The fire originated from an oven
at a house at around 4 pm and soon
engulfed the other houses, fire bri-
gadesourcessaid.

Fire fighting units from Magura
rushed to the spot and extinguished
theblaze ataround 6 pm.

BNP leader
murdered
in Laxmipur

BSS, Laxmipur

A BNP leader was murdered by
unidentified miscreants at
Titarkandi village under sadar
upazila Saturday night

The victim was identified as
Maulana Babar Miah, 30, secretary
of BNP Titarkandiward unit.

Police quoting villagers said the
miscreants attacked Babar while
he was returning home from
nearbybazaratabout11:30 pm.

They took him to a place behind
Titarkandi Senior Madrassah and
stabbed him. He died on the spot.

Police recovered the body and
sent it to sadar hospital for autopsy.

Local BNP leaders blamed
Awami League activists for the
killing.

5 Padma staff
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the Myanmar ambassador. He left
the country the following day.

The Myanmar ambassador
informed foreign ministry officials
about the incident at the airport.
Without elaborating, the ambassa-
dor had said, "It was an attempted
theft".

Later, Senior Assistant Secretary
in the foreign ministry Yusuf Ali
filed a case with Ramna police.
Detectives were called to investi-
gate the matter.

Police said the alleged gangsters
could notbe identified as they were
wearing black masks.

Niranjan's wife said she and her
husband were staying at her par-
ent's house that night. She
returned home in the mornin
hearing about the murder an
rape. "Terrorists have been threat-
ening us since the parliament
election for voting an Awami
League candidate," she said.

Sources said that Niranjan was a
leader of the Hindu community in
the locality and that he became a
target of some political activists
since the parliament election. He
was being threatened regularly
following the recently concluded
UPelection.

Tanguar Hoar
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birds and aquatic plants. People of
46 villages depend on the 20,000-
acre haorforaliving.

The site is home to about 60,000
birds and a wide variety of fish
species.

Organised groups from the
nearby villages like Mandiata,
Milan, Joypur, Goalbari and Sripur
are indiscriminately catching fish
'ﬁnd hunting water birds in the

aor.

However, the situation
improved a little during an
anticrime drive code-named
Operation Clean Heart.

OC closed
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general diary where Mohiuddin
had sought police protection for
hissafety.

A senior police officer said the
alarming deterioration of law and
order and rise of PBCP activities in
Rupsha upazila should not be
solely attributed to police's failure
but also to rift within BNP and
some of its leaders' unwarranted
interference in administrative
efforts to contain toll collection.

Meanwhile, buses stayed off all
18 routes of the southwestern zone
from Rupsha east since Saturday
following an indefinite strike called
by Bagerhat Inter-district Minibus
Owners' Association protesting
introduction of government-
owned BRTC bus services on these
routes.

The strikers are preventing
BRTC buses and even privately
owned vehicles from plying these
routes, said Khulna police superin-
tendent Mosharraf Hossain.

Transport leaders have ruled
out any meeting with the district
administration to end the deadlock
unless there is a guarantee to stop
the BRTCbus service.

Tension is running high at
Rupsha east as another rival BNP
group in favour of BRTC service is
opposing the strike.

Hartal
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Mahbubur Rahman Monju, Saidur
Rahman, Shariful Kabir Swapan,
Abdul Karim, Hossain Ahmed
Tafsir, Ali Hasan Tarun, Harunur
Rashid, Masum and Abul Kalam
Azad wereamong the injured.

Police also detained Habibur
Rahman Shawkat, organising
secretary of the JSD, Mir Hossain
Akhter, president of the city JSD and
Abdullahil Qayuum, a central leader
of the party from the procession.
Policelaterreleased them.

Police snatched away banners
and festoons carried by the hartal
supporters.

The Gonotantrik Chhattra
Oikkya brought out a procession on
the Dhaka university campus in
supportofthehartal.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Awami League and the Bangladesh
Krishak Sramik Mukti Andolon have
also extended support to the hartal.

Hospitals, ambulance, drug
stores, fire brigade, emergency gas
and electricity supply, newspapers
and vehicles carrying journalists
have been excluded from the hartal,
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Customs officials seized US dollars and electronic goods worth Tk 92 lakh
from a passenger at Zia International Airport yesterday before his departure

by Singapore Airlines.

JS debate on
default loan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Sangsad yesterday
witnessed a debate on default loan
when Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman sought passage of three
bills for reform in the banking
sector.

The finance minister assured
the House that he would disclose
thelist ofloan defaulters iflawmak-
ers give notice. "There is nothing
to play dilly-dally with the list of
bankloan defaulters," Saifur said.

To a comment by an opposition
lawmaker, Saifur said the govern-
ment has served notices on 158
directors of private banks for Tk
574 crore defaultloans. Of them, 53
were removed and 16 are retaining
their positions following court
orders.

He said the default loan culture
must be stopped to restore finan-
cial order.

Suranjit Sengupta of Awami
League raised the issue of default
loan as the finance minister held
theimmediate past AL government
responsible for mismanagementin
the bankingsector.

The minister mentioned clo-
sure of Sonali Exchange in London
due to mismanagement.

In response, Suranjit branded
Saifur as the 'founding father' of
default loan culture. He said the
root cause of default loan is the
culture of default politics.

Without referring to anyone,
Suranjit said military governments
in the past lured persons to get
their support and gave them loans
without guarantee. He urged the
finance minister to disclose
regime-wise default loans and not
toblame the Awami League.

JS passes bill
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nor has been made accountable to
the parliamentary standing com-
mittee on finance, empowering the
JS body to gather information on
bank loans and to impose restric-
tions in case of appointment of the
governor, deputy governor and
directors of the bank.

The Bangladesh Bank (Nation-
alization) (Amendment) Bill 2003
enhances the supervisory powers
of Bangladesh Bank on national-
ised commercial banks.

It also empowers the central
bank to give recommendation
regarding appointment of manag-
ing director and deputy managing
director of nationalised banks.

The Bank Company (Amend-
ment) Bill 2003 seeks to strengthen
activities in the banking sector and
enhance the supervisory authority
of Bangladesh Bank over national-
ised banks.

It proposes raising the paid-up
capital of commercial banks from
Tk20 crorenow to Tk 100 crore.

Replying to opposition's criti-
cism, the finance minister said the
amount of paid-up capital will not
be imposed overnight. The central
bankwill reviewit.

Opposition lawmakers Abdul
Jalil, Abdus Shahid, AKM Jahangir
Hossain, Rahmat Ali, Suranjit
Sengupta, Mohammad Nasim,
Atiur Rahman, Dr Abdur Razzak
and Shamsur Rahman Sahrif of
Awami League and Golam
Mohammad Qadir and Golam
Habib Dulal of Jatiya Party took
partin the debate on the bills.

Walkway
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Chowdhury told The Daily Star
recently. He said he had cancelled
seven plots of land allotted after
earth-filling on the western side of
thelake.

He has also asked "influential
stakeholders" who have expanded
their plots along the side of the lake
inrecent years to return the land to
the Rajuk or facelegal action.

Chowdhury said the walkway
construction was based on "a
prime ministerial directive to save
the lake" which has been under
threat from greedy developers and
corrupt officials for 20 years.

It follows cancellation of a Tk
120 crore plan drawn up under the
previous government to stop
encroachment and pollution of the
lake. The plan was ditched after the
present government came to
power.

Work has already begun on the
first 1,700-foot section of the walk-
way on the western side of the lake,
from the Gulshan-Badda link road
north to Road Nos. 120, 104 and
121. This first phase is scheduled
for completionin three months.

As part of its efforts to save the
lake, say officials, Rajuk recently
submitted a plan to the Ministry of
Housing and Public Works aimed
at checking pollution of the lake
water.

Sources said over last 20 years,
Rajuk erected at least three rows of
plots along the original edge of the
lake in the name of constructing

walkways and roads.

yesterday.

Armed forces now
capable of repelling
any external attack'

UNB, Chittagong

Armed Forces of Bangladesh now
have the capability to repel any
incursion and effectively face any
situation that may jeopardise
national integrity, Prime Minister
KhaledaZiasaid yesterday.

"The government has already
taken steps to build a stronger army
by procuring modern war equip-
ment and imparting standard
training," she told her audience at
the 3rd reunion of Artillery
Regiment at the Artillery Centre and
School (ACS) training ground at
Halishohorhereyesterday.

She said the nation deserves a
military befitting the 21st century
that would work unitedly to uphold
the country's independence and
sovereignty abreast of its develop-
ment.

Terming the Artilleryregiment as
an important part of Bangladesh
Army, Khaleda recalled the role of
this regiment in the 1971 War of
Liberation, which helped the
Infantry regiment in the front-fight
to free Sylhet region from the occu-
pation forces.

Subsequently, the artillery also
played a iorious role under the "Z"
Force to free the Chittagong region
apart from fighting in different war-
fieldsin Sector 2, sherecalled.

Paying glowing tributes to the
members of the Artillery regiment
who sacrificed their lives for inde-
pendence, she said now the re%i-
ment had been upgraded remark-
ably in conformity with the expan-
sion of Army in respect of organisa-
tion, trainingand equipment.

"The Artillery regiment has

become the biggest core of the Army
today as a well-organised and
disciplined force," she said.

The prime minister listed the
government's financial suPport and
other facilities for the welfare of in-
service and retired army personnel
and their family members. These
facilities include health insurance
and healthcare facilities for injured
army men both athome and abroad
besides scholarships for higher
education of their children.

Terming the Artillery Centre and
School as the prime centre for
training, she said the institution
earned international recognition
and the government has taken
initiatives to expand its space to
impart training to more foreign
military officers, which would play a
significant role in fostering interna-
tional relations.

Commandant of Artillery Centre
and School Brigadier-General
Muhammad Tajul Islam also spoke.

Earlier, Chief of Army Staff
Lieutenant General Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury, GOC of
Chittagong Area Major General
Moeen U Ahmed and ACS com-
mandant Brigadier-General Tajul
Islam receive(? the prime minister at
the ACShelipad.

Foreign Minister M Morshed
Khan, Food Minister Abduallah Al
Noman, Commerce Minister Amir
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury,
Water Resources Minister LK
Siddiqui, State Minister for Civil
Aviation Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin and Jute Minister Major
(retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed were
among others who attended the
function.
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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia addresses the third reunion of the Artillery Regiment at the Artillery Centre and School ground in Halishahar, Chittagong
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Visa forgery
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two executive engineers of the
maintenance circle of the LGED
Bhaban -- John N Mondal and
Giasuddin Ahamed -- to visit
Canada.

But the high commission did
not find anyone named Zafar
Siddique at the LGRD ministry.

The supporting documents also
say the ministry permitted the ten-
day visit from February 17 under a
'technology and staff training
transfer' programme of the Third
Rural Infrastructure Development
Project (RDP-21).

The foreign ministry also issued
notes verbal on the official pass-
ports (Nos. R-0772610 of John N
Mondal and R-0770003 of
Giasuddin Ahamed) on February
10, requesting the commission to
issuevisa, say the documents.

The applicants also submitted
invitation letters with the visa
forms and other documents. But
the commission discovered that
theletters were false.

The foreign secretary wrote to
the local government secretary to
investigate the matter.

He said submission of visa
applications by the two
Bangladeshis with fake passports,
notes verbal, government orders
and official stamps and papers is of
serious concern.

The LGED said it has no engi-
neer named Giasuddin Ahamed or
John N Mondal. The LGRD minis-
try did not find either until yester-
day.

LGRD Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan ordered officials of his
ministry to find leads to the inci-
dent.

The foreign ministry officials
are also investigating how the
applicants got official stationery.
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Adiscussion meeting on portrayal of women in commercials was held at the CIRDAP auditorium in Dhaka yesterday
in observance of the International Women’s Day.

Robbers stab 30
bus passengers,
loot Tk 5 lakh

in Faridpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

Robbers stabbed 30 bus passengers
on the Faridpur-Magura Highway
and took away Tk 5 lakh from them
in the early hours of yesterday.

The victims said a gang of six
robbers boarded the Kushtia-
bound bus in guise of passengers
near Rajbari square in Faridpur
Sadar upazila at around 1:00 am
and swooped on the passengers.

As the passengers tried to resist
the gang, they stabbed them and
looted the money.

Nine of the injured passengers
were admitted to Magura hospital.

They are Rupashi, 21,
Kamruzzaman, 25, Seraj, 45,
Mofiqul, 26, Mantu Mian, Rafique,
40, Rana, 26, Amirul, 35, and
Waseem, 20, were admitted to
Magura Sadar hospital.

Playing for high stakes
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After the way they were swept aside
by Australia, coach Dav Whatmore
is aware his side face a real test of
resolve.

"After this result it's another test
for our boys," Whatmore said at
Centurion. "The next one won't be
easy either and we need to get
some points on the board sooner
rather than later -- this is a test of
character.

"The Indian team have a couple
of incredible match-winners.
We've played them a bit and the
boys know their strengths and
weaknesses fairly well, but the
main thing [ want to see is everyone
liftup a gear or two for thatencoun-
ter.

"India have only lost the one
game, so they're on top of their
gameatthe moment."

The whole of Sri Lanka will be
praying for the fitness of captain
and influential batsman Sanath
Jayasuriya, who suffered a chipped
bone in his left thumb and a badly
bruised left forearm after being
struck twice in the second over of
the innings on Friday by Australian
fastbowler Brett Lee.

Jayasuriya is the rock on which
his team's batting is built. It was
still unclear the day after the
Centurion defeat whether he
wouldrecover in time for India.

"It's still a case of wait and see,"
Sri Lanka manager Ajit Jayasekera
told Reuters on Saturday. "The arm
is more of a problem than the
thumb. The swelling has gone
down butitisstill verysore."

The last World Cup match
between the two sides ended in a
157-run thrashing handed out by
India in 1999 at Taunton, when
Ganguly and Rahul Dravid scored
bighundreds.

India also have the historical
upper hand, winning 39 games to
the Sri Lankans' 29.

But Sri Lanka have one decisive
memory to call upon, and one
which surely continues to haunt
India their semifinal triumph in
the face of all that Calcutta could
throw in their way en route to being
crowned world championsin 1996.

In another case of unfinished
business, that game was awarded
to the Sri Lankans after the crowed
rioted with India heading for cer-
tain defeat.

Cancelled PSC test
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Besides, the PSC will extend help to
the intelligence personnel to pre-
vent leakage of questions when the
testsare held.

PSCmembers are also consider-
ing some structural changes in the
preliminary test question papers.

The PSC cancelled the prelimi-
nary test (held on February 28) on
March 3.

Sheikh Mohammad Mobarak
Hossain, deputy controller of the
BG Press, yesterday said that the
BG press would not be able to print
around one lakh and twenty thou-
sand question papers for the test
before May.

He said along with the regular
works of the government press, it is
now busy printing question papers
for the HSC examinations, exami-
nations under National University,
ballot papers of Barisal and Sylhet
city corporations, and in May a
huge quantity of budget books will
have tobe printed.

"If the PSC contacts us we will
do it in May or June", he said add-
ing that at least one month was
needed for printing the prelimi-
nary test question papers.

But, the PSC is a bit hesitant
about printing the question papers
for the next test at the BG Press.
Some PSC members believe that
employees of the BG Press might
be the main culprits behind leak-

age of questions, if it really hap-
pened.

"We are considering other
options like printing the question
papers at PSC's own press instead
ofthe BG Press.," he said.

But, there is a legal problem in
doing so, he said adding, "If it is
not possible we will try to look after
the printing process at the BG Press
round the clock".

There is another problem
standing in the way of holding the
test shortly. Members of the com-
mission will remain busy with the
viva voce of the 22nd BCS that will
begin from March 15. The vivavoce
will take about four months to
complete.

Besides, the PSC has to contact
schools and colleges in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Rajshahi, Khulna and
authorities in London for holding
the examination.

Death penalty
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slain UP member filed a case with
Chuadanga Sadar Police Station on
August6accusing40 people.

Investigation Officer (I0) of the
case submitted charge sheet
against 15 people on August 31,
1997.

The court acquitted 13 people
as charges brought against them
were not proved.

Unilateral Iraq strike
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"fair" and in return demanded the
lifting of the embargo slapped on it
for invading Kuwait in 1990, Iraqi
television quoted an official as
saying.

The latest draft resolution chal-
lenges the Security Council either to
declare Iraq in full compliance with
UN demands on disarmament by
March 17 or to authorise war.

The resolution, amended at the
last minute to give Iraq more time,
was seen as a bid to turn the tables
on France, Germany, Russia, China
and Syria. They have locked horns
with Britain, Spain and the United
States, who are pushing the resolu-
tionauthorising the use offorce.

The amendment states that
Baghdad will not have fulfilled its
UN disarmament obligations
unless "the Security Council con-
cludes that Iraq has demonstrated
full, unconditional, immediate and
active cooperation" byMarch 17.

The impending war on Iraq also
upstaged International Womens
Day, with peace demonstrations
taking the limelight at rallies across
Europe, the United States and
beyond.

Tens of thousands meanwhile
tookto the streets of European cities
protesting against a military strike
on Iraq, with Italians burning presi-
dent Bush in effigy, and an English
bishop insisting there was no moral
justification for an attack.

European women from Yerevan
to Lisbon protested against war on
Iraq.

Tens of thousands protested

outside a US military base near Pisa
in northern Italy, burning an uni-
formed effigy of Bush.

Leftwing parliamentary deputies
were among those who gathered
outside US Camp Darby, with
organisers estimating the crowd at
60,000 people and the police 20,000
people.

The Italian government has
sided with the hardline camp in the
Iraqi crisis, arguing that Baghdad
should be disarmed by force if
necessary, while polls showmuch of
the country's population opposed
towar.

Thousands across Germany
called on Bush to respect the opin-
ions of the hundreds of millions
across the world who oppose a
military solution to disarming Iraq
of alleged weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

In Stuttgart some 300 people
held a sit-in outside the US army's
European Command.

Clad in pink and chanting peace
songs, demonstrators marked
International Women's Day outside
the White House, where conserva-
tive counter-demonstrators urged
them to find husbands and stop
nagging.

"Get back in the kitchen," Pastor
Mark Hines yelled at the women of
the Codepink group, named as a
spoof of the color-coding system
the United States uses to describe
thelevel of alertfor terrorist threats.

"We are here because the world
needs to know there are American
voices that oppose the rush to war,"
said Shira Keyes, a gray-haired

woman clad in pink.

"If we continue to rely on wars to
resolve our differences, we will
never truly be a just society," said
23-year-old Anne Claire Marshall,
wearinga pinkwig.

Delhi talks
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today to attend a two-day meeting
with the Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII).

The MCCI delegation led by its
President Tapan Chowdhury will
pointout different obstacles stand-
ing in the way of Bangladeshi
exportables to the Indian market at
meetings with the Indian foreign
minister, finance minister and
commerce minister.

Gas export
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killing and capturing Union
Parishad election centres.

It criticised appointment of
ruling party supporters as teachers
in public universities and as doc-
tors and nurses at government
hospitals, recent leakage of ques-
tions of Bangladesh Civil Service
(BCS) examination and admission
tests at Dhaka University.

The country's economy is
"nearing collapse because of ram-
pant corruption and nepotism by
the family of Khaleda Zia and other
ruling party leaders", the meeting
observed.

Taxpayers' money
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he can lodge a complaint to the
member, VAT or the NBR chairman
directlyforaction, Shoeb added.

The FBCCI president noted that
economic recession was every-
where and businesses here may
even incur loss, but tax collectors do
notwantto listen to this problem.

The NBRhas introduced a partic-
ipatory system in which a commit-
tee with representatives of associa-
tions, FBCCI and taxpayers would
decide how much tax a particular
market would pay. The tax officials
would talk to the committee instead
of going to the shop owners. If there
is any problem, the committee
would solve it, Harun said. He
added that the participatory system
would continueifitworks well.

Member VAT of the NBR AK
Reazul Karim said instead of the tax
commissioner, the market commit-
tee would fix the amount of money
to be paid in taxes. "This will help
reduce corruption. If any tax official
tries to harass anyone, the NBR
would take action instantly," he
informed the businessleaders.

VAT Commissioner (South) Farid
Uddin said transactions between Tk
20,000 and Tk 25,000 crore takes
place at the retail market and the
government should get at least Tk
300croreto Tk350 crorein VAT.

"But the government is getting
only Tk 25 crore. If VAT is paid
properly, it would create a level
playingfield forall."

President of the Shop Owners'

Association Amir Hossain Khan said
they would cooperate with the tax
officials provided the inspectors do
notharass shop owners.

"Tax collection system should be
easy and hassle free," he said and
urged the NBR to take steps to
increase the number of branches of
Sonali Bank through which taxpay-
ers candeposittreasury chalan.

Shazneen case
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Following telephonic talks with the
prosecution, the jail authorities
sent Parvin's custody warrant (CW)
to the court, saying she was sick.

Meanwhile, Atiqur Rahman
alias Masum, the 7th prosecution
witness in the case and paternal
uncle of the victim, appeared
before the court yesterday but did
not give his deposition as all the
accused were not present. Five of
the six accused in the case were at
the dock.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman, 15,
the youngest daughter of Latifur
Rahman, Chairman of Transcom,
was raped and murdered at their
Gulshan residence in the city on
April 23,1998.

Special Public Prosecutors (PPs)
Arfan Uddin Khan and Mahbub
Ahmed and Assistant PP Anisur
Rahman appeared for the state
while advocates MA Kamrul Hasan
Khan Aslam, Mizanur Rahman and
Abdus Salam Bhuiyan appeared for
theaccused.
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