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Vermeulen

fractures
skull

AFP, Bloemfontein

Zimbabwe batsman Mark
Vermeulen suffered a hairline
fracture to his skull while batting in
thenetshere Friday.

Vermeulen was struck over the
left eye by a rising delivery from
Travis Friend and will miss
Zimbabwe's opening World Cup
Super Six match against New
Zealand here on Saturday.

"I was trying to pull the ball but
then suddenly it just got very, very
big in front of me," said the 23-
year-old.

"It was certainly a shock but I
think I should be alright to play
again nextweek."

Useful break

REUTERS, johannesburg

Fast bowler Nathan Bracken
believes time off during the current
season after a spell of poor form
helped him secure a place in
Australia's World Cup squad.

"Things were going alright for
me, then I had a lean patch for a
while and I thought I was never
going to get another wicket again,"
Bracken told reporters after arriv-
ingon Thursday as replacement for
theinjuredJason Gillespie.

"Then I had a week off, didn't
play any club cricket, had some rest
and came back, started taking
wickets again and really enjoyingit.

"I was just getting flat and
tired...having a week where I could
just chill out and do nothing did
wonders forme."

The 25-year-old left-armer was
called up after Gillespie suffered a
tendonstrainin hisrightheel.

Bracken, who has played 11 one-
day internationals, is the second
Australia replacement. Off spinner
Nathan Hauritz was drafted in after
Shane Warnetested positive for diuret-
ics.

Jayasuriya relief
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against India on Monday in

Johannesburg, he replied: "Wait and
see."

Thenewswasabigboostfortheside,
even as they slip towards defeat against
AustraliaatCenturion.

Sri Lanka physiotherapist Alex
Kountouri had said earlier after
geii%rasuriya had been led from the field

er facing five balls: "It's not looking
good,wesuspectafracture."

What really
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competition?Ibelieve they did not.

Players like Javed Omar,
Naimur Rahman, Akram Khan
(who later flew to South Africa as a
replacement for paceman
Mashrafee bin-Mortuza) and
Aminul Islam were overlooked.
The management did not even
bother to play the side's premier
all-rounder Khaled Mahmud in the
practice matches in Namibia and
South Africa. When he was finally
given a chance, Mahmud, known
as the man for crisis, played his
hearts out.

How could the team manage-
ment drop someone like Mahmud
who loves to perform under pres-
sure? The selectors even had the
audacity to

[ ]
Quips & Quotes
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toadaytime match.

"We challenged the Australians
really closely when they played usin
Bulawayo so we are hopeful that we
can prove to everyone that we
deserve to bein the Super Six."

Zimbabwe skisper Heath
Streak looking ahead to his team's

ame with New Zealand on Satur-
ay.

"lwould like to carryon foralon,
while yet. I've got some unfinishe
business."

Nasser Hussain on his desire to
stay on as captain of the England
Test team.

Battle Within
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during the group stages of the
World Cup at an average of 24.67,
three runs more than his career
average of21.44.

Flower averages 33.30 from 23
matches against New Zealand,
almost two runs under his career
one-dayaverage 0f35.18.

Bond took two wickets in New
Zealand's 47-run defeat by Sri
Lankaat Goodyear Park.

Flower has scored 2830 of his
6649 one-day runs at an average of
37.73 batting at number four for
Zimbabwe. However, he has been
batting at three during the World
Cup.

GrameenPhone Premier Cricket
League

Brothers Union vSurjo Tarun
Venue: FCS

City ClubvOrientSC

PHOTO: STAR
Abahani skipper Akram Khan square-cuts one while Mohammedan's Sri Lankan wicketkeeper Romesh Kaluwitharana looks on during their GrameenPhone
Premier Division Cricket League encounter at BKSP in Savar yesterday.

Cheeky Mohammedan win

'/0/,/~ s

Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Mohammedan Sporting Club tri-
umphed in a nail-biting encounter
against arch rivals Abahani to get
backinthetitleraceyesterday.

Mohammedan won by virtue of
losing fewer number of wickets after
scores were tied at the end of their
GrameenPhone Premier Cricket
League match at the Bangladesh
Krira Shikkha Protisthan (BKSP)
groundin Savar.

Replying to Mohammedan's 185
for nine, Abahani lost their last
wicket off the final ball of the stipu-
lated 50 overson 185.

Abahani had only themselves to
blame for the defeat as they gave
away two wickets in the last two l%alls
of their innjnigs when they could
have won by playing out both deliv-
eries. Number ten Suja Erfan was run
out in the penultimate ball while last
batsman Alamgir Gazi was bowled in
the next delivery of Mohammedan
paceman Anwar Hossain Monir.

While all this was happening,

skipper Akram Khan, back in the
team after his World Cup duties, was
stranded at the other end on
67.Akram hit six boundaries in his
100-ballknock.

Apart from Akram, Pakistani
recruit Tareq Mahmud scored 30
while opener Mehrab Hossain added
26.

Earlier, Mohammedan won the
toss and batted first. One down Aftab
Ahmed topscored for them with 39.
Sri Lankan Test veteran Romesh
Kaluwitharana and captain
Minhazul Abedin with 32 were the
othernotablescorers.

It was Mohammedan's sixth win
in nine matches. They moved into
the second position in the league
table with 36 points. They are still
eight points behind leaders and
defending champions Victoria
Sporting Club.

For Abahani, the loss was their
third in eight games. They stay fourth
positionwith 30 points.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the GrameenPhone
Premier Division Cricket League
match between Abahani and
Mohammedan at the BKSP ground

inSavaryesterday:
MOHAMMEDANSC

Javed cMukhter b Alamgir 14
Fahim c Mukhterb Russell 29

Aftablbwb Suja 39
KaluwitharanacNeeyamurb TMahmud 32
Naimur cMukhterbTMahmud 9

Minhazul notout 32
Enamulrunout 1
Anwarrunout 9
Hasibul run out 1
Arifc&bTMahmud 1

Monirnotout 3

Extras: (b-1,1b-8,nb-4,w-2) 15
Total: (For9wktsin50overs) 185

Fall of wickets: 1- 30, 2- 54, 3- 106, 4-
131,5-131,6-138,7-162,8-166,9-169.

Bowler O M R W
Russell 8 1 34 1
Alamgir 8 1 27 1
Arman 10 0 34 0
Suja 10 0 29 1
TMahmud 8 1 29 3
Mehrab 6 0 23 0
ABAHANI

Mehrab cEnamul b Fahim 26

Sajjad run out 18
TMahmudrunout 30
Akramnotout 67

Asadullah st Kaluwitharanab Arif 5
NeeyamurstKaluwitharanabFahim 0

Armanrunout 13
Mukhterrunout 1
Russellb Naimur 3
Sujarunout 12
Alamgirb Monir 0
Extras: (Ib-1,nb-1,w-8) 10

Total: (Alloutin 50 overs) 185

Fall of wickets: 1-42, 2-54, 3-108, 4-
119,5-119,6-154,7-156,8-165,9-185.

Bowler O M R W
Hasibul 7 0 30 0
Monir 10 0 43 1
Fahim 10 0 31 2
Enamul 10 1 20 O
Naimur 10 0 42 1
Arif 3 0 18 0

Result: Mohammedan won for
losinglessnumber of wickets.

Busy bookies
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INTERNET, Bombay

While India hoped to book passage
to the cricket World Cup semifinal in
its match eﬁajnst Kenya, bookies
back home also were gearing up for
the game crouched inside cars and
huddledinvacantbuildings.

Betting is banned in India, except
at race courses in a few cities, but
Indians are wild about cricket and
many can't help but wager despite a
police crackdown. Some 35 book-
makerswerearrested in Bombayand
24 in India's capital New Delhi last
week.

News reports say some 40 billion
rupees were bet on last week's India-
Pakistan match and the stakes may
rise as the World Cup semifinals
approach.

Punters were itching to bet on
whether India's star batsman Sachin
Tendulkar would score a century
against Kenya, how many
Australians Sri Lanka's ace spinner
Muttiah Muralitharan would nail, or

how the prolific Australian batsman
Michael Bevan would fare in Super
Sixmatchesthesame day.

"There has been an unprece-
dented hike in betting since the
World Cup began. People have lost
fortunes or made fortunes in the
same evening," said Sridhar Vagal,
Bombay's joint police commis-
sioner.

Bombay bookies, who had earlier
relegated India to fourth place,
revised the odds after the exit of
South Africa, Pakistan, the West
Indiesand England.

Australia remained the favourite.
The bookies were giving betters only
1 ruﬂ;;ee for every 0.80 rupees they bet
on the defending champions to win
theWorld Cup.

Police recovered 10 mobile
phones and four laptop computers
from one car during a raid last week.
But the laptops had access codes
policefound hard to crack.

The police don't get any informa-
tion, and the raids just disrupt busi-
ness, said one bookie, who runs areal
estate agency and spoke on condi-
tion ofanonymity.

And the punishmentislight. Most
bookies arrested in last week's raids

were out on bail after paying a fine of
1,000rupees.

Although match-fixing remains a
concern, police have found norecent
evidence.

"Some of the big bookies in
Bombay are linked to dons in Dubai
and Karachiwho fancy themselves as
match-fixers," said Vagal, "but oflate
wehavenotfound anything."

Police believe self-exiled mob boss
Dawood Ibrahim, who tops India's
mostwantedlist, is the biggest playerin
theIndianbettingracket.

The bigbookies monitor compet-
itors' phone lines, foreign weather
and become experts on the nature of
the pitch, police say.

"I bet on if rain will stop play, if
Sachin (Tendulkar) will make 50 or
100. The high in India is on these
roving odds," said Ravi Tripathi, who
also likes to put money down on
horseracing.

"The big t[E)unters just have an
open line with the bookie that stays
open right through the match. The
odds keep fluctuating they change
with every ball," said Tripathi, who
refused to disclose his profession or
the money he raked in during the
World Cup.

Hussain aims
to soldier on

Lz TP

Cricket

INTERNET, London

Nasser Hussain reiterated his
determination to continue as
England's Test captain as the World
Cup team arrived at Heathrow
Airporton Thursday.

Hussain wanted to captain
England this summer, and will be
available to tour Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and the West Indies next
winter, whether or not he keeps his
jobasskipper.

He and was greeted with
applause and a couple of shouts of
*Good old Nasser' from supporters.

Hussain faced the cameras and
microphones, saying he was "just
wanting to get home after five
monthsaway." Heinsisted hehad no
regrets about his decision to quit as
one-day captain after England's
elimination from the first stage of the
World Cup.

"I had to play in both forms of
cricket and captain both forms," he
said. "I had five months away from
home and you just can't do every-
thing. A lot of that went into my
decision.

"I don't like giving away any side,

History against NZ
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REUTERS, Bloemfontein

Recent history suggests New
Zealand cannot afford any compla-
cency against Zimbabwe in their
opening World Cup Super Six
match on Saturday.

On paper Zimbabwe are the
easiest of New Zealand's three
opponents in the second round.
They are then scheduled to meet
world champions Australia in Port
Elizabeth, followed by India at
Centurion.

Zimbabwe, however, have won
both their last two one-day series
against a New Zealand side who
edged into the Super Sixes after
forfeiting their match against Kenya
in Nairobi and then %osing their
opening match against Sri Lanka.

By contrast, Heath Streak's side
profited from England's refusal to
play in Harare and grabbed two

points from a rained-out game
against Pakistan in Bulawayo.

The Africans' campaign willbe as
good as over if they lose on
Saturday, whatever happensin their
matches against Kenya in
Bloemfontein on Wednesday and
Sri Lanka in East London next
Saturday.

Zimbabwe carried just 3.5 points
into the second round, putting
them at the foot of the Super Six
standings, albeit only half a point
aheado NewZealan(X

"It will be tough on Saturday,"
said Zimbabwe coach Geoff Marsh.
"New Zealand are a good side, they
bat well down the order and there
are several all-rounders in their
lineup.

"Wearenotaside full of starsand
we willneed areally good consistent
performance as a team to pull this
oneoff. Thathasbeen our strength."

Marsh confirmed all-rounder
Grant Flower would be able to bowl
after injuring a finger against India
onFebruary19.

Kiwis love
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versatile cricketers who field like
demons and regularly swap
around the batting order.

For the first time in their history
they can field a genuine
expressman in Shane Bond, the
Christchurch policeman who
rattled the Australians in both one-
dayers and Tests two seasons ago.

They do not, though, have a
batsman commanding the stature
of India's Sachin Tendulkar or
Australian Adam Gilchrist, a player
therestof the team can bataround.

Nathan Astle has been their
premier one-day player, but his
record abroad has been inconsis-
tent and he is struggling with
chronic knee problems. Astle will
play against Zimbabwe in
Bloemfontein on Saturday
although coach Denis Aberhart
concedes he is at present a day-to-
day proposition.

Waugh is no longer captain of
the Australia one-day side and is
currently pondering his Test future
backhome.

But his opposite number in
Cardiff, the increasingly impres-
sive Stephen Fleming, is back and,
although only 29, is the most expe-
rienced captain in the world.

Fleming is innovative, thought-
ful and meticulous in his prepara-
tion, as he showed when New
Zealand almost stole a Test series
of Australiain 2001.

Hisbatting has not developed as
anticipated, partially due to the
pressures of taking over the cap-
taincyatatenderagebackin 1997.

This, though, might be about to

change at a crucial time for his
country.

The tall, elegant left-hander has
promoted himself to opener in the
one-day game and worked hard at
the nets before leaving New
Zealand to develop his technique
against the bouncer that is now
permitted once an over.

He was rewarded with a splen-
did unbeaten century in the rain-
shortened match against South
Africaandlooked a class player.

"The changes I've made techni-
cally are giving me alot more confi-
dence and everything is feeling
very good," Fleming said. "It's not
making a difference just for me, it's
making a difference in terms of our
entire batting unit."

Fleming and his team need to
win at least two of their three sec-
ond-phase matches to keep in
contention for asemifinal spot.

One of them will be against the
Australians in Port Elizabeth in
four days' time, the ultimate test of

theirnew unity and confidence.
Crisis spurs
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hit tie between South Africa and Sri

Lanka, but Cairns said the experi-

encehashelped the team gel.
"There'sreal cohesion in the side

now, agreatbuzz," hesaid.

Cairns knows New Zealand are
expected to beat Zimbabwe, but
cautioned against complacency.

"If we let Andy Flower get away
with a good innings, we could lose
thegame,"headded.

"He certainly stands out as a
potential match-winner."

Aussies surge into semis
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successive sixes.

When Sangakkara finally took a
catch to remove Ponting, who top-
edged a pull off Dilhara Fernando,
Australia had cruised to 293 for three
inthe46th over.

The Australian captain's 12th
one-day century included eight
boundaries and four sixes.

Damien Martyn helped himself
to 52 off 51 balls to push Australia
pastthe300-runmark.

Fernando removed Martyn and
Darren Lehmann in the final over to
finishwith 3-47.

Australia, already without the
banned Shane Warne and the
injured Jason Gillespie, took the field
without Andrew Symonds who was
nursingathighinjury.

All-rounder Ian Harvey took his
place.

Australia next play New Zealand
at Port Elizabeth on Tuesday. Sri
Lankatake on India at the Wanderers
inJohannesburgon Monday.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the World Cup Super
Sixes match between Australia and
Sri Lanka at SuperSport Park on
Friday:

AUSTRALIA

Gilchristrun out 99
Hayden cTillakaratne b M'tharan 22
PontingcSangakkarabFemnando 114

Martynb Fernando 52
LehmanncDeSilvab Fernando10
Harveynotout 5
Bevannotout

Extras: (Ib-4, w-5,nb-7) 16

Total: (For5wktsin50overs) 319

Fall of wickets: 1-75, 2-181, 3-293, 4-
313,5-314

Did not bat: G Hogg, B Lee, A Bichel,
GMcGrath

Out 99

REUTERS, johannesburg

Listof players dismissed for 99 in
one-day-internationals (Under
player, match, venue and year):

Geoffrey Boycott England v
Australia, The Oval 1980

Alan Lamb England v India,
The Oval 1982

Kris Srikkanth India v
England, Cuttack 1984/85

Chris Broad England v
Pakistan, The Oval 1987

Rameez Raja Pakistan v
England, Karachi 1987/88

Lance Klusener S.Africa v Sri
Lanka, Lahore 1997/98

Romesh Kaluwitharana Sri
Lanka v Zimbabwe, Harare
1999/00

Matthew Hayden Australia v
India, Bangalore 2000/01

Sanath Jayasuriya Sri Lanka v
India, Colombo 2001

Vangipurappu Laxman India
vWest Indies, Nagpur 2002/03

Graeme Smith S.Africa v Sri
Lanka, Centurion2002/03

Sanath Jayasuriya Sri Lanka v
England, Adelaide 2002/03

Adam Gilchrist Australia v Sri
Lanka, Centurion2002/03

Bowler O M RW
Vaas 8 0 59 0
Gunaratne 6 0 46 0
DeSilva 5 0 36 0
M'tharan 10 0 47 1
Arnold 2 0 21 0
Fernando 9 0 47 3
Jayasuriya 10 0 59 O
SRILANKA

AtapattucandbLee 16
Jayasuriyaretired hurt 1
Tillakaratneb McGrath 21
Jayawardene cGilchristbLee 0
DeSilvacandbHogg 92
Arnoldlbwb Lee 1
Sangakkararunout 20
VaaslbwbHogg 21
MuralitharancLeebLehmann 4
FernandolbwbMcGrath 9
Gunaratnenotout 15

Extras: (b-6,1b-8,nb-3,w-6) 23
Total: (Alloutin47.4overs) 223

Fall of wickets: 1-42, 2-46, 3-47, 4-48,
5-100,6-144,7-149,8-203,9-223

Bowler O M R W
McGrath 94 1 25 2
Lee 10 1 52 3
Harvey 7 0 29 0
Bichel 7 1 32 0
Hogg 9 1 45 2
Lehmann 5 0 26 1

Result: Australiawon by 96 runs.
Man-of-the-match: RickyPonting.
Toss:Australia

Umpires: Billy Bowden (Nzl) and
Davll)dShephe}"d(Eng) ™Nb

TVumpire: Brian Jerling (Rsa)

PHOTO: STAR

The Bangladesh contingent marches past during the inaugural ceremony of the 2nd Under 16 Boys Asia Cup Hockey
Championship atthe BKSP in Savar yesterday. The tournament proper starts today and ends on March 12.

but one-day cricket and me haven't
gotonverywellrecently. ThereasonI
did itwas to carry on as captain in the
Test match arena. I made my deci-
sion throughout thewinter."

He refused to be drawn on the
issue of who should succeed him as
one-day captain. "It's nothing to do
with me. It's up to the selectors to
decide."

But he repeated that he hopes to
continue as Test captain. "I would
like to carry on for a long while yet.
I've got some unfinished business,"
headded.

"My form has been very good. I
want to get the Test side back to
where it was in the past and my
captaincy record speaks for itself.
would like to play 100 Tests, it's been
an ambition of mine. Whether this is
as captain or not is up to the selec-
tors." Describing England's World
Cup campaign as "frustrating",
Hussain nonetheless wished
Zimbabwe well for the rest of the
competition and hoped their Test
team would still come to England
during thesummer.

"I hope they have a good run in
the World Cup. I wish them well for
therestofthe tournamentand Ihope
theycomeoverhere," headded.

"They have got Test matches at
Durham and Lord's and I hope they
come, I'm sure they will. We always
playgood Test matches against them
and we get on well with their g}layers.
I hope we can continue our friendly
rivalryagainstthem."

Sri Lanka stops

REUTERS, Colombo

Friday is a normal working day, but
SriLankais comingto ahalt.

While the country's cricket
team faces Australia at the World
Cup in South Africa television sets
are being switched on in offices,
beach-side shacks and thatched
housesbordering paddy fields.

Those who do not own televi-
sions cram into neighbours'
homes.

Chris Perera, an executive in
Colombo, said he was leaving the
office early to watch Sri Lanka take
on Australia in the Cup's second
stage.

"Iam getting together with a few
colleagues even though we are
supposed to be at work," he said,
grinning.

Sri Lanka lifted the 1996 World
Cup, making cricket addicts of
much of the population.

It also helped the war-weary
country forget, if only for a little
while, the regular suicide bomb-
ings in the capital by Tamil Tiger
rebels and the bloody battles
between the army and the rebels
thatkilled thousands.

Having been glued to television
screens for the early stages of the
cup, some Sri Lankan fans have
their own theories about Friday's
game and itsimpact.

"Strategically, we have to lose to
Australia today so that we can beat
them at the finals," said avid fan
David Benedict.

"If we beat them today, we
mightnotbeat them at the finals."

SUMMIT CUP GOLF TOURNAMENT (ProAm) 2003
Sponsors: SUMMIT GROUP OF COMPANIES

PHOTO: COURTESY

Participants of the Summit Cup golf tournament are seen with the Chief of
Army Staff and president of Kurmitola Golf Club Lt Gen Hasan Mashhud
Chowdhury (4th from right) at the KGC course yesterday.

Moment of truth
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Ebrahim, Sean Ervine, Andy Flower,
Grant Flower, Travis Friend,
Douglas Hondo, Douglas Marillier,
Brian Murphy, Henry Olonga,
Tatenda Taibu, Mark Vermeulen,
Guy Whittall, Craig Wishart.

NEW ZEALAND (from): Stephen
Fleming (captain), Andre Adams,
Nathan Astle, Shane Bond, Chris

Cairns, Chris Harris, Brendon
McCullum, Craig McMillan, Kyle
Mills, Jacob Oram, Matthew
Sinclair, Scott Styris, Daryl Tuffey,
Daniel Vettori, Lou Vincent.
Umpires: Rudi Koertzen (Rsa) and
Darrel Hair (Aus)

TVumpire: Asoka De Silva (Sri)

Match referee: Gundappa
Viswanath (Ind)

FORM GUIDE

AFP, Bioemfontein

Form guide for Zimbabwe and New Zealand ahead of their World Cup
Super Six match at Goodyear Park here on Saturday:

ZIMBABWE (won 5lost3NR2)

March 42003 vPakistan NR Bulawayo
Feb 282003 beat Netherlands by 99 runs Bulawayo
Feb242003 lost to Australia by 7 wickets Bulawayo
Feb 192003 lostto India by 83 runs Harare
Feb 132003 beatEngland (match forfeited) Harare
Feb 102003 beat Namibia by 86 runs Harare
Dec 152002 beat Kenya by 9 wickets Bulawayo
Dec112002 beatKenyaby47 runs Kwekwe
Dec82002 vKenyaNR Harare
Dec 12002 lostto Pakistan by 70 runs Harare
NEW ZEALAND (won 6lost4)

March 32003 beat Canadaby 5 wickets Benoni
Feb26 2003 beat Bangladesh by seven wickets Kimberley
Feb212003 vKenya forfeited Nairobi
Feb 162003 beatSouth Africaby9wickets ~ Wanderers
Feb 122003 beatWestIndiesby20runs  PortElizabeth
Feb 10,2003 lostto SriLankaby47runs  Bloemfontein
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