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RECOMMENDATIONS

Thailand through

my eyes

March 1-10

Bengal Gallery of Fine arts is
holding a photography exhibition by
Dr Rashid Un Nabi titled, ‘Thiland
through my eyes’ at 6:30p.m. The
exhibition will continue everyday
from 12-8p.m. till March 10 (Closed
on public holidays).

Concert

March 10

Goethe Institut presents a musical
concert by Stefan Hussaong and
Michael Suoboda. The programme
starts at 7 p.m. at the Osmani
Memorial Hall.

Exhibition

February 28-March 9

A solo exhibition by artist Tahera
Khanom is being held at the Gallery
Chitrak on February 28 at 5:30p.m.
The exhibition will continue
everyday from 10a.m. - 8p.m. till
March 9.

Exhibition

March 2-16

The Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University and the Embassy of
Japan is jointly holding a painting
exhibition by Bangladeshi artists
who studied in Japan. The
exhibition takes place at Zainul
Gallery of the Institute. The show is
openfrom2p.m.to8p.m.

Shaltech Award

March 9

Sheltech is giving away Shaltech
Award to prominent novelist Rabya
Khatun on 9th March, 2003 at
National press Club's VIP Lounge.

Exhibition

March 8-15

Drik Gallery holds exhibition of
'Feminist Cartoons' for the first time
in the country. Celebrating the
International Women Day 2003, the
show will feature cartoons by both
Bangladeshi and foreign
cartoonists. The exhibition will also
be accompanied by discussion
sessions on March 10 at 6.30 p.m.
The show starts at 4.30 p.m. and
continues up to March 15 everyday
from3to8p.m.

A musical treat

Wizard Showbiz holds open air concert at women’s complex

IMRAN H KHAN

beautiful Thursday
afternoon, the 27th of
February, finds about seven

hundred avid music fanatics at the
premises of women's complex.
They were all looking forward to a
grand concert titled 'Dhak Dhol
Concert' that had been arranged
for them by Wizard Showbiz and
sponsored by Sun Crest. The line-
up was plausible with bands such
as Aurthohin and Dalchhut but the
stage shaker was sure to be the one
and only, Miles.

As the gates opened to the
crowd, there was a quick bustle to
get close to the stage. Everyone
wanted to be as near to the stars as
possible. As soon as the audience
started to pour in, Black was seen
on stage, warming up their
instruments with familiar beats
and tunes, as if to give the
onlookers a preview of what to
expect next. This concert was
black's second open-air concert.
Most people did not expect this
group to outshine the other
musical guru's that were lined up
thatafternoon butassoon as the air
filled up with their musical notes,
the audience were totally
captivated by it. Time passed like a
hot knife passes through butter.
After their last number, Black left

the stage amidst hysterical ovation.

Within minutes, Aurthohin
graced the stage with their
presence. Defying every essence of
their band name, they played their
gimmick, quenching the thirst of
all their fans, leaving them jumping
with joy. By now, the scorching
afternoon sun had diminished
behind the silver linings of the
clouds and there was a subtle
breeze flowing. Aurthohin had got
the crowd in frenzy and they
eagerly waited, anticipating which
band would appear next.

As soon as Dalchhut came on
stage, they went hysterical. Slowly
they worked up the crowd and by
their second number everyone was
swaying with the rhythm of the
music. The people in front of the
crowd started to dance, throwing
their arms in all directions and
moving their hips in the most
absurd manners. Others jumped
up and down and sideways and it
was quite hard to differentiate the
amateurs from the 'Michael
Jackson'wannabes.

By this time there were some
commotion. Some people thought
that it would be fun to re-enact the
bombing on Afghanistan and
started to throw their sun crest
bottles in the air. For attaining
distance, some people had also left

behind some of their drinks (in
various forms). This made quite a
bash as they landed on the
audience from all possible angles.
This incident ended when
someone had to be sent to the
hospital and after much repeated
requests from the band members.

By the time that Shadhinota
came on stage, it was dark and
everyone was getting rowdy. This
was mainly for two reasons. Most
'guys' up front had taken off their
tops as it had formed an obstacle
with their dance number and also
because there were hundreds of
mosquitoes at large. Dancing and
jumping was a good form of
deterrence. A good number of
people were now coming in to
witness the grand finale of this
wonderful event. Shadhinota sang
most of the songs that their vocalist
used to sing before with their
former band Ark. But still, this kept
the crowd on their toes.

The concert ended with the
celebrated Miles rocking the stage
for the last time with their list.
Saving the best for the last is a
policy that will forever be with the
music organisers of Bangladesh. As
the crowd dispersed to their usual
rut of their lives, the evening also
gradually melted away into a calm
springnight.

The Baily Star

Book launching

A poet of dreams

HARUN UR RASHID

HE is an artist. She is a poet

too. As a human being, she

cherishes dreams which, in
turn, are reflected separately in
both the forms of the artistic
expression. But recently Farah
Deeba Zaman has authored a book
of poems, in which the poems are
accompanied by relevant drawings
and paintings by her. This
combined outcome, Swapner Bari
Jabo, surely gives a special
dimension to her dreams.

On the occasion of the recently
ended Ekushey Book Fair, her
publisher Anannya brought out the
book. Atthe publication ceremony,
held towards the end of the book-
fair by the Cultural Union of East
West University, poet Asad
Chowdhury, President of the Board

of Directors of the university, Dr.
Mohammad Farashuddin, and the
institution's Dean of Faculties
Professor Abdul Mannan were
present.

Like her paintings, Farah's
poems are composite bits of
dreams, only in words. Farah
herself admits that she writes
poems chiefly from passion. This
present book, in fact, gives this
impression in its very title: a young
poet disillusioned and betrayed by
the reality around, seeks refuge to
herdreams.

But her conscience cannot
completely hold her back from the
realities. She has the knowledge of
frustrations, failures, hopelessness
and destruction, and she cannot
forget them. While travelling
through her dreams, she also pines
with the miseries. Lines like 'Buker

bhetor mon-bhanga noshto nodi',
... Abosheshey--/Amiondho, pangu,
bodhir ebong boba hoye/Swapner

dwarey pouchhechhilam' echo
those pains. Sometimes she asks
directly, Tomar swapno/Keno eto
bhongur/Keno joramoy/Sthobir'.
For she knows the inevitable that
dreams are, after all, illusory too.

The accompanying drawings,
albeit in black and white, bear
soothing impact for the mind. And
it seems Farah is more an artist
than a poet. Her paintings are more
eloquent.

Swapner Bari Jabo is Farah's
second book of poetry, the first
being Smritir Andharey. A student
of Computer Science at the East
West University, Farah is a rare
blend of promises. Time will say
about her more distinctively in
future.

AFBP, Los Angeles

ITH a US war on Iraq
looming on the horizon,
the organizers of this

year's Oscars, debating whether
the ceremony would still take place
if military action begins, want the
showto goon.

The subject of what would
happen to the Oscars if war breaks
out "came up" at a board meeting
of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences, academy
spokesman John Pavlik said,
declining to give further detail.

"Everybody is talking about it all
the time. We are absolutely plan-
ning on putting the show on March
23," Pavlikinsisted Wednesday.

Since its launch 75 years ago,
the Academy Awards has been the
most ardently awaited event in the
world of cinema, requiring a huge
logistics operation to ensure its
smoothrunning.

Attended by thousands of the
world's most famous celebrities,
those present at the ceremony
range from Oscar nominees to
presenters, guests, technicians,
musicians, cooks, waiters, florists,
security guards and journalists.

In fact, nobody in Hollywood

wants to contemplate throwing
months of preparatory work
through the window -- though the
drums of war in Washington high-
light the likelihood it could start in
amatter of days.

"Is it going to be tomorrow, is it
going to be the day after, is it going
to be two days before the show or
the day of the show?" Pavlik asks.
"How can we know?"

"We'll have to wait and see what

happens."

But despite the fact the
Academy says it has no alternative
plans, the idea of postponing the
event has not totally been rejected.
"We'll get together whenever
anything happens and we'll decide
whatto do," he added.

Certainly, the show was never
cancelled during World War II,
though it is also true that back in
those days there was no television.

Today the Oscars, transmitted
across the world in one of the
highest-grossing advertising
events of the year, would run the
risk of being interrupted -- even
eclipsed -- by possible war news.

Even though the Academy is
being reticent about changes of
plan, three precedents have
already been set for that to occur.

In 1938, the show was delayed
for a week due to heavy floods in
Los Angeles, with cinema studios
damaged by water and many
people, including Academy presi-
dent at the time Frank Capra,
trapped in their homes.

Thirty years later, the murder of
black civil rights leader Martin
Luther King and ensuing riots
nationwide forced the Academy,
then presided by Gregory Peck, to

postpone the event for two days
until after the funeral.

And in 1981, hours before Oscar
prizes were due to start rolling,
former US president Ronald
Reagan was shot in an assassina-
tion attempt. Without knowing his
condition, Academy Award orga-
nizers postponed the event until
thenextday.

Reagan, the only White House
incumbent to have been a
Hollywood actor, later followed the
Oscars ceremony via television
from his hospital bed.

"At first, we didn't know if
Reagan was going to survive,"
recalled Pavlik, in an interview with
the Daily Variety.

"That would have affected
whether the show was cancelled
altogether, because, if he'd died, it
would have been weeks before the
countrygotbackonits feet."

So four hours before the Oscars
began, nominees, presenters and
guests received telephone calls
telling them to hold back their
appearance until the next day --
something everyone hopes will not

Miles benecessary thisyear.
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