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Saber's ten-point

FROM PAGE 13
touched on National Cricket
League format which has suffered

Abahani back on track

Vaughan tipped
as new captain
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capable people for that job," Saber
said.

In his fifth recommendation,
Saber wanted the coaches training
programme to resume because that is
one of the basic plans for any Test
playingcountry.

"We had six national coaches and
four Sri Lankan coaches to develop
our overall coaching standard. But
eight out of those ten coaches have
lost their jobs and there is hardly any
coaching programmenowadays.

"The current president has said
that he has stopped it for fund short-
agebuthisargumentholdsno ground
because according to the plan we had
formulated, Bangladesh's cricket is
assured of drawing more than Taka
150 crores between 2001 to 2007 from
different sources which include
corporate sponsorship and grants
fromthelCCandACC," added Saber.

Saber's sixth point was about
developing cricket infrastructure
acrossthe country.

"We had started to developing
venues in six divisional headquarters.
But that work is now at a standstill for
reasons unknown," hesaid.

In his next suggestion, Saber
wanted the reintroduction of the A
team programme that would ulti-
mately help in developing a strong
national team. He pointed out that
there was no tour of the A team last
year which had been a regular feature
duringhistime.

First round in stats
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REUTERS, johannesburg

Notable statistics after the first
phase of the 2003 cricket World
Cup:

* The highest score of the World
Cup was recorded by Zimbabwe's
Craig Wishart, with a 149-ball 172
notout the 10th highest in history,
16 runs behind the World Cup
record and 22 behind the one-day
all-timerecord against Namibiain
Harare (Feb 10). Canada opening
batsman Ishwar Maraj, meanwhile
faced 155 balls to score 53 not out
against South Africa (Feb 27) in the
second slowest innings in tourna-
ment history.

* Australia's Ian Harvey, a late
addition to the Australia squad
after Shane Watson's injury, took a
wicket with his first ball of the
tournament by removing
Pakistan's Saleem Elahi at The
Wanderers. Harvey ended with
four for 58,Australia won by 82 runs
and Harvey was dropped next
match (Feb11).

(February 19). Sri Lanka eased
home in only 4.4 overs, completing
the second fastest run-chase ever
inlimited-overs internationals.

* Bangladesh's 32-run defeat to
Kenya at The Wanderers (March 1)
meant they had not won for a world
record 32 one-dayers in a row,
stretching back to the 1999 World
Cup.

Of those, 30 were defeats (in-
cluding a world-record 23 in a row)
with the other two rained off. They
have also lost 16 of 17 Tests, with
bad weather saving them in the
other.

* Canada's John Davison scored
the fastest century in World Cup
history against West Indies (Feb
23), reaching three figures off 67
deliveries to break Indian Kapil
Dev's 1983 mark by five balls.
Davison's next innings, against
South Africa in East London, ended
after one single and two balls.

Brian Lara hit the quickest fifty
of the tournament, his half-century
coming off just 23 balls. The West
Indies innings of 206 for three in
20.3 overs produced the fastest
runs per over ever recorded in a
one-dayinnings, at10.04.

one-dayrecord by awicketkeeper.

* Australia's Andy Bichel, only
playing because of an injury to
Jason Gillespie, completed the
third best bowling figures in one-
day history, taking seven for 20
against England at Port Elizabeth
(March 2). He then scored 34 not
out to earn the man-of-the-match
award as Australia won by two
wickets to seal a world record 12th
straight one-day victory.

* The World Cup saw only its
second tied match when South
Africa clashed with Sri Lanka in
their final Pool B games (March 4).
The previous instance, against
Australia in the 1999 World Cup,
also involved South Africa. In each
instance the team were eliminated
asaresult.

ODI RATINGS

REUTERS, London

Latest PricewaterhouseCoopers
one-day international ratings
after World Cup group stage
matches in South Africa on

Mike Gatting, says having two cap-
tains couldlead to confusion.

"It has happened in Australia
where Steve Waugh is Test captain
and Ricky Ponting is in charge of the
one-dayside," said Gatting.

"But the coach will have to deal
with two captains instead of one, the
players will have to deal with two
captainsinstead ofone."

England will take their time
before naming a successor to
Hussain, with chairman of selectors
Da\lllic'l' Graveney saying: "There's no
rush.

ECB expects Zim

to tour England
AFP, London

English cricket supremo Tim Lamb
on Wednesday vowed to fight any
move to impose financial penalties
over England's refusal to play their
World Cup matchin Zimbabwe.

Lamb also said he had heard
nothing from Zimbabwean cricket
officials to suggest they would not
go ahead with their planned tour of
England this summer.

England refused to travel to
Harare for the game on February 13
and as well as forfeiting four points,
could face claims for damages by
the International Cricket Council

Jobless for the moment
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AFP, Melbourne

Shane Warne will know by next
month what he is allowed to do in
cricket during his year-long doping
ban.

But Victoria coach David
Hookes would like him to at least
visit the state team's dressing room
some time this week.

Hookes again called for the state
captain to be able to train with his
teammates so Warne can be ready
to play once his ban ends on
February 10 next year.

The Australian Cricket Board's
legal department is working on the
parameters of Warne's ban, while
its cricket operations manager
Michael Brown will soon speak to
Hookes about theissue.

"I think it would be very unfair if
he's not allowed to practise
cricket," Hookes said.

"I concede his playing ban ends

McEnroe misses

on February 10, but surely he
should be ready to play on February
11.

"I'm not sure if he can or not, but
that's certainly one thing we would
fightonhisbehalf.

"I don't think anybody any-
where, even Dick Pound, would say
he shouldn't be allowed to at least
playonthe1lth."

Pound, the World Anti-Doping
Agency chairman, has been scath-
ing of Warne during the doping
controversy that led to the leg spin-
ner'sban.

An ACB anti-doping committee
suspended Warne late last month
after he tested positive to banned
diuretics.

ACB public affairs manager Peter
Young said apart from working out
the details of the suspension, the
board was also keen to help make
sure Warne was ready to play once
hisban ended.

"What we're trying to do is we're
seeking to understand what he can
and can't do obviously he can't
play," Youngsaid.

"We also want to help work out a
plan that will have him in peak
condition and form once he returns

to cricket.

"Michael Brown is consulting
with stakeholders in this and he's
dueto speakto David Hookes."

Once the ACB lawyers finish their
document, itwillbesigned offaspolicy.

Young said this would probably
nothappen until next month.

Hookes said he was hopeful
Warne would attend this week's
Sheffield Shield match against
Western Australia and also talk to
his state teammates.

"My understanding is Warney
will come down during the game at
some stage, just to stay away from
the media people and sneak in the
backdoor," Hookes said.

"I'd love to see him during the
game his great strength, Warney, is
also his dressing room presence,
because he understands the game.

"He's a big calming influence in
the changeroomat therighttime."

Hookes said Warne needed to
bowl to national-quality batsmen
duringhisban.

"There's no point saying to
Warne, go to some club ground and
bowl against yourself, he needs to
bowl against batsmen of quality,"
hesaid.
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no part in the business e;ld ofpthz bourne. is a gZﬁfblisa’ll’LOt Zutm;zea hbgiaZées completed figures of five for 44. ing my capabilities as a batsman, Brendon McCullum did not Worse, England and New forge a rain-hit tie against South
sport'sshowpiece event "It runs into million and millions allowed 1o pla ’ here. Flower is also Brett Lee's dismissal of Andy I'd rather take onIonal"l Lomuone- impress either with their celebra- | Zealand added to the headache of Africa.
’ of Zimbabwe dollars and millions - .. 5 b uiz an. Heis British. " Blignaut after the Zimbabwean's ©N-One than Brett Lee. tions in a Durban nightclub. Both | theorganisersbyrefusingto playin Stephen Fleming's New
° ofUSdollars." ) ) 25-ball half-cen in Bulaw THEWORST INNINGS were fined $500 by their national Zimbabwe and Kenyarespectively.  Zealand may have been lucky to
I Nathan Shamuyarira, informa- | 22-ball half-century uawayo oy : . i Y Y
n] ury scare Vince Hogg, managing director o s ratipriyl y P, (Feb 24) came close. Blignaut [eq ding batsman Inzamamul Haq board after getting involved in But off-field happenings took a  sneak through after South Africa's
of the Zimbabwe Cricket Union, ZANU-PF ert in Zigmbab eg cross-batted a lightning full toss  dismissed for a golden duck’ fracas which ended with Cairns | backseat as Sachin Tendulkar heart-breaking exit, but victories
FROM PAGE 13 . on the financial implications of “tter And p Fly h we, straight back at the bowler who against England, went in to bat being punched to the ground. dazzled with the bat like only he over Shaun Pollqck‘s ho_me.team
form at the World Cup, averaging | England's refusal to play in ler rew b(;well(' an b en;y somehow caught the ball at throat  against the Netherlands at Paarl THE SADDEST QUOTE can emerge as this tournament's and the West Indies earlier in the
19insixinnings, although his strike | Harare. o onga wore black armbands | ... | ce himself could not believe Feb 25 di fid highestscorer with 469 runs. league ensured they will not be
rate has been an impressive 96.61 [T ; while playing to protest against | .. [ (Fe ) needing a confidence g, away!" said Jackson Warne ; ; toyed around with
p .61, This is the equivalent of Tonga President Robert Mugabe's 2ov- it. Lip-readers would have had no  poost. Barely moving his feet, he : ! ’ Sri Lankan seamer Chaminda y .
almostarunaball. beating Canada in curling, or the o~ 8 8 problems identifying his shocked  was trapped for a second-ball duck Shane W;mf il Y%‘}ng ?t(,m’ aS | Vaas took a hattrick with the first Zimbabwe, as lucky as the
In a highly charged group game | Jamaican bobsled team winning , . . . expletive. by Tim de Leede's medium-paced reporters flocked to his Me Ourne | three balls of the match against  Kiwis, now get a chance to prove
against arch-rivals Pakistan he | gold... To translate, Canadians in We are travelling nicely at the THE BEST RUN-OUT floater. The fourth heaviest one- home after the Austraha. legA SpIn- | Bangladesh, grabbed another with  they are worthy qualifiers after just
scored 21 off 14 balls, puttingon 53 | pyjama-style uniforms whacked Monent. A two-wav tie. New Zealand's 20- day scorer in history, he made D€r ﬂ?W home.to Australia without | the fifth delivery and nowleadsthe two wins in the league against
for the opening wicket with | the ball around a little, running Australia coach John run win agains.tWestIndies inPort  Scores of 6, 4, 0, 0,6 and 3 as bowling aballin anger at the World | bowlers' list with a joint tally of 16 minnows Namibia and the
Tendulkar off 5.4 overs. crazily between six sticks in the Buchanan. Cup followinghis failed drugs test. with West Indian Vasbert Drakes. Netherlands.
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