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1. Who clinched the Shahjalal 

Bank International Rating 

Chess title?

        Lovlu            Rajib         Zia
       

2. New Zealand beat South Africa 

in a World Cup Group B match 

by:

      102 runs    9  wkts             5  wkts

3. H o w  m a n y  r u n s  d i d  

Bangladesh score against 

South Africa in the World Cup 

Group B match?

      120                    108               110

4. Bangladesh lost to Canada in 

the World Cup Group B match 

Competition closes at 8 pm
March 7,  2003 and draw

shortly afterwards

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes
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Marcelinho Picks 
wrong time 
to party
AFP, Berlin

H e r t h a  B e r l i n ' s  B r a z i l i a n  
midfielder Marcelinho has been 
slapped with a 20,000 euro (21,800 
dollar) fine for celebrating the 
carnival here after two successive 
losses by his team, the club said 
Tuesday. 

Marcelinho, 27, danced the 
night away Sunday despite his 
side's UEFA Cup elimination 
midweek which was followed by a 
1-0 Bundesliga loss to Hamburg. 

"Marcelinho's behaviour is 
unacceptable. Huub Stevens 
(coach) and myself were up dis-
cussing the sporting situation of 
the club until six o'clock Monday 
m o r n i n g  w h i l e  M a r c e l i n h o  
danced," complained general 
manager Dieter Hoeness. 

"Marcelinho is badly advised. 
Bad company is sending him off 
the rails. We're going to talk with 
his agent and get him back on the 
right track," added Hoeness of the 
Brazilian who joined the club in 
2001 on a six-year deal. 

Bergkamp may
carry on
AFP, London

Dennis Bergkamp is ready to 
extend his stay at Highbury beyond 
the end of the season. 

The Arsenal striker will be 34 in 
May but believes he is in good 
enough shape to carry on playing. 

"What better is there to do than 
play football? The most important 
thing is that you are physically well 
and I feel great," he said Tuesday. 

"I've always lived to play foot-
ball and it helps if you take care of 
your body throughout your whole 
career." 

Bergkamp was a 7.5 million 
pound (12 million dollar) purchase 
from Inter Milan in the 1995, and 
the Dutchman feels very much at 
home in London now. 

"I played at Ajax professionally 
for seven years so I've been here 
longer. It feels more like home," he 
added. 

AFP, London

Manchester United manager Alex 
Ferguson, reportedly fighting to 
save his job, has ordered his players 
to be back home by 9pm from 
David Beckham's party for son 
Brooklyn. 

Ferguson has come down hard 
on his Manchester United stars 
after Sunday's League Cup Final 
defeat by Liverpool, the Sun news-
paper reports Tuesday. 

Beckham has asked all his team-
mates to join showbiz guests at 
Brooklyn's 10,000 pound (15,000 
dollar) fourth birthday bash 
Tuesday. 

Gary Neville, Ryan Giggs, Paul 
Scholes and Ole Solskjaer have 
accepted the invite. 

But Ferguson sees the risk of a 
second season with no silverware 
growing and wants his Premiership 

bid back on track Wednesday with 
a win over Leeds. 

So he has ordered all the United 
party-goers home early, ensuring 
there is no temptation for the 
adults to continue enjoying them-
selves once the youngsters have 
left. 

If Fergie sees any pictures of the 
players defying his orders, they will 
lose a week's wages. 

At Brooklyn's first birthday 
party, thousands were spent on 
champagne. 

Beckham might be excused for 
feeling Fegruson is pursuing him. 

Last week Ferguson described 
the England captain as "flash" and 
the week before he angrily kicked a 
boot across the dressing room 
following an FA Cup defeat to 
Arsenal that hit Beckham in the 
face, cutting his eye. 

The Sun claims that if United 
finish another season without a 
trophy then Ferguson will not be 
manager next season. 

At the beginning of the season 

Ferguson said a second successive 
year without a title was 'unthink-
able'. 

"I have to produce a winning 
team. Being at the top is a hard 
business. Only the very best can do 
it," he said last August. 

But the Sun says if the unthink-
able happens then the United 
board will be looking for a new 
manager. 

Manchester United chief execu-
tive Peter Kenyon hinted at possi-
ble changes. 

"By our standards, it would not 
be good enough to finish runners-
up in the Premiership and 
Worthington (League) Cup and 
reach the quarter-finals of the 
Champions League," he told the 
Daily Mail. 

Ferguson was reported to be 
mulling over off-loading a batch of 
his Old Trafford stars -- including 
Beckham and winger Ryan Giggs -- 
if he finishes the season without a 
trophy. 

FA not so
accomodating
anymore
AFP, London

England captain David Beckham 
has been told he will have to pay for 
his wife Victoria and sons Brooklyn 
and Romeo joining him at  
England's summer training camp. 

The cash-starved Football 
Association is trying to save money 
and will tell England players they 
will have to pay for their wives, 
girlfriends and children at La 
Manga in May, the London 
E v e n i n g  S t a n d a r d  r e p o r t e d  
Monday. 

The FA are facing a budget 
deficit of at least 50 million pounds 
(75 million dollars) although one 
senior figure conceded it could be 
much worse because of commit-
ments to the new Wembley sta-
dium and the National Football 
Centre. 

Sven-Goran Eriksson is taking 
his England squad to the Spanish 
resort at the end of May and the 
plan was originally to take the 
players families at the FA's 
expense, just like the trip to Dubai 
before the World Cup. 

But the cost of that, and taking 
the Under-21s to Sardinia, will be 
more than 500,000 pounds, and 
rather than scrap the whole trip the 
FA will now ask the players to pay if 
they want their families to join 
them. 

News of the cutback comes as 
six men are being interviewed 
Monday for the vacant chief execu-
tive's job. 

It is believed the salary for the 
position has been slashed by 20 per 
cent, from the 450,000 pounds paid 
to former chief executive Adam 
Crozier, and that one of the first 
tasks will be to cut staff numbers. 

Fergie enforces curfew!

FROM PAGE 16

strike rate of 130, was in his element. 
On Monday, however, he 

uncharacteristically scratched 
around for a single off eight balls 
before the game was called off. 

While he misfired in the middle, 
Donald, his partner in crime from 
the 1999 debacle, looked on from 
the sidelines after being dropped 
from the starting line-up. 

Donald, due to retire after the 
World Cup, was a picture of misery. 

Klusener, however, could well go 
down as the unluckiest man in 
cricket history, as the man who was 
twice hit by lightning.

Distress doubled

FROM PAGE 16

"I want to captain England in the 
Test arena for a while yet but that's 
up to other people to decide. 

"I am 100% dedicated to the 
Test side and would like to carry on 
as England Test captain." 

Hussain said the stress of 
England's poor winter tour of 
Australia and the World Cup boy-
cott of Zimbabwe had taken its toll. 

"I am mentally and physically 
drained after this winter and I 
intend to have two months off from 
the game," he said. 

"Stepping down will ease my 
mental strain of doing everything 
and doing the whole job. 

"Having a bit of time away will 
help me and give me time to con-
centrate on my batting and selfish 
things like that. 

"It's been difficult but that's 
part of the learning curve. 

"The cricket side of things has 
been enjoyable and that is what has 
disappointed us so much." 

Hussain said he did not regret 
England's boycott of Zimbabwe, 
despite the forfeit of points costing 
them a place in the Super Six. 

"There are  bigger  issues  
involved than just four points and 
the Super Six," he said. 

"You just don't know what 
would have happened if we had 
gone to Zimbabwe." 

Nasser quits 

FROM PAGE 16

round, the Super Sixes. 

"It's something we've got to 
overcome," he added. "I've had a 
few days to think about it and I look 
forward to the Australian tour with 
eagerness." 

He confirmed that he had dis-
cussed the subject with Richards, 
the chairman of selectors, a former 
captain and an avowed fan of his. 

"I had a chat with the chairman 
basically because, at the end of the 
day, you want to have a clear and 
concise picture of where we go 
from here," he explained. 

Hooper to 

FROM PAGE 16

he said today. 

"I'll continue to work with Errol 
Alcott over the next few days and 
hopefully come good. 

"On a more positive note it was 
fantastic to see a fellow fast bowler 
in Andy Bichel stand in and do so 
well against England." 

Bichel, coming off his 7-20 
against England, is a ready-made 
replacement, but Buchanan hoped 
Gillespie would be able to return 
later in the tournament, which 
ends with the final on March 23  
less than three weeks away. 

"At this stage it's a concern for 
sure because the injury hasn't 
a c t u a l l y  g o n e  a w a y , "  s a i d  
Buchanan. 

"He wants to be out on the field 
like anybody. For him it's just 
another injury in a litany of inju-

ries. 

"He's always managed to get 
through that, he's a pretty tough 
sort of bloke in that regard." 

Asked how Gillespie was coping 
with his latest enforced absence, 
Buchanan said: "Obviously he's 
disappointed. He's part of the 
World Cup squad and wants to play 
every game. 

"It just seems that there's 
always a little hurdle somewhere 
along the line. 

"He faces up to that pretty well. 
It's the initial period that is always 
quite disillusioning and it's almost 
like, 'Here we go again.' 

"But he's resilient, he's a great 
kid and he works hard and what-
ever comes of this I expect him to 
get through it and be back in that 
team as soon as he can be." 

Gillespie's WC over? 
FROM PAGE 16

today and we were beaten by the 
better side," said captain Deon 
Kotze. 

"We fell behind the run rate so 
we had to play bigger and bigger 
shots. But we have learned a hell of 
a lot here and gave it everything we 
had." 

Fat boys do win 

FROM PAGE 16

 taking three wickets with his off-
spinners as the Kiwis set off on a 
run-chase which would carry them 
into the Super Sixes. 

Davison eyes 

FROM PAGE 16

Monday's. He couldn't cope with 
the pressure, he got injured, men-
tally struggled and that was a mas-
sive problem." 

Prior to the tournament, former 
South Africa cricket chief Ali 
Bacher, now the World Cup sup-
remo, gave late sports minister 
Steve Tshwete a promise that five 
coloured players  would  be  
included in the 15-man squad. 

Chairman of selectors Omar 
Henry, himself one of the first non-
white players to make a major 
impact in South African cricket, 
was furious with Wessels. 

"He must realise we are in South 
Africa. We're not in New Zealand, 
not in England, not in Australia. We 
have a unique situation. 

"We will select a winning team 
but we will also look at transforma-
tion and unless we take this on 
board we are not going to succeed." 

Wessels also said poor prepara-
tion had cost the team dearly. 

"When you start your innings, 
get the Duckworth-Lewis print-
out," he insisted. 

"It's always a good idea to be as 
thorough as you can be and make 
sure that the players have got a 

copy when they go out to the 
wicket." 

Henry added that the team were 
understandably shell-shocked, 
especilly as some of them had been 
involved in the 1999 semi-final tie 
against Australia, a result that also 
led to South Africa's exit. 

"They're very disappointed. To 
lose a game like this hurts and 
some of them have previous expe-
rience. Morale is very low and 
there's not much you can say." 

And Henry admitted that the 
curse of staging the tournament  
no host nation has won the World 
Cup  had got to the team. 

"It was certainly very difficult 
for the players. The pressures are 
enormous and unless you know 
how to deal with it, you're going to 
come up short." 

But United Cricket Board of 
South Africa (UCBSA) chief execu-
tive Gerald Majola refused to con-
demn the team. 

"I wouldn't say we've failed. It's 
the third time unlucky for us. 

"The boys have tried very hard. 
Unfortunately they didn't play as 
well as we thought they would. 
Circumstances counted against 
them." 

Wessels whacks

ESPN
Football Focus

Repeat at 4:00 pm
Sportscentre Hindi

Sport News
Live at 8:30 pm

English Premier Football League
Man United vs Leeds United
Live at 1:55 am (Thursday)

STAR Sports 
Futbol Mundial

Repeat at 10:00 am
Sportsline Tonight

Sport News
Live at 8:00 pm
Harsha Online

Cricket Talk Show
Taped Version at 9:00 pm

AFP, Johannesburg 

India's Rahul Dravid may have 
been overshadowed by Sachin 
Tendulkar's awesome form, but he 
is leaving his own mark at the World 
Cup. 

Nicknamed the Wall and Mr 
Reliable for his consistently solid 
batting in Test matches away from 
India, the 29-year-old has shown he 
is equally at ease in the reckless 
world of limited-overs cricket. 

Dravid hit an unbeaten 43 
against Zimbabwe, a match-
winning 62 versus England under 
the Kingsmead lights in Durban 
and then followed up with 44 not 
out against arch-rivals Pakistan. 

This from a man whose copy-
book batting style was considered 
unsuitable for one-day cricket two 
years ago. The selectors wanted big-
hitters or those who could contrib-
ute in some other way. 

So when coach John Wright, 
Dravid's coach at Kent two years 
ago, and captain Sourav Ganguly 

offered him the wicket-keeper's role 
in one-dayers to lend balance to the 
side, the Bangalore man jumped at 
the idea. 

"If I kept wickets, we could either 
play an extra batsman or a bowler 
and it gave me something to do," 
Dravid said. 

"It was a role I was not familiar 
with but it grew on me in England 
last year and New Zealand. I now 
realise how difficult a keeper's job is. 

"But I am quite relaxed doing it 
and pleased it helps the team." 

What has, however, turned the 
corner for the stylish middle-order 
batsman is the decision to give the 
number five spot to him at the 
World Cup. 

"I've always maintained the 
number five position has given a 
new dimension to my one-day 
game," Dravid said. 

"In that position you know what 
is required of you. If you come in 
towards the end, you are expected to 
get runs fast. If wickets have fallen 
early, you try and build. 

"Building an innings is what I do 
in Test matches anyway. I've just 
applied the same principles here." 

Dravid, the current Indian vice-

captain, is confident the team can 
go far in the tournament, but 
stressed it would be best to take it 
one match at a time. 

"It would be foolish to think 
about the final, when there are three 
important games to play in the 
Super Sixes first. 

"We should not lose the momen-
tum." 

Dravid said he was thrilled to hit 
the winning boundary, a pull off 
Waqar Younis, to bring up India's 
victor y  against  Pakistan at  
Centurion on Saturday. 

"In fact, in the last two or three 
overs, I eased off to take in the atmo-
sphere," he said. 

"At that stage, our victory was 
assured and I thought, well, let me 
enjoy the moment. Cheering fans, 
hundreds of tri-coloured flags. It 
was incredible. 

"Hope we have many more days 
like that." 

With Tendulkar, who is already 
this tournament's leading scorer 
with 469 runs at the top of the order, 
and Dravid at number five, World 
Cup bowlers will not take India 
lightly. 

Up against 'The Wall' 

REUTERS, Port Elizabeth

It may have been the Bulawayo 
rain which f inal ly  knocked 
England out of the cricket World 
Cup but the real damage had been 
done before they even set foot in 
Africa. 

Yet another English World Cup 
campaign was all but doomed 
before it had really begun after 
Nasser Hussain's side were drawn 
with Zimbabwe in Group A. 

In 1999, a row over bonuses 
ruined the team's preparations. 

This time it was to be politics 
and death threats. 

Hussain had pleaded with the 
British government, the England 
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) and 
the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) to try to resolve the 
Zimbabwe issue by shifting the 
fixture to neighbouring South 
Africa. 

In the end, though, it was left to 
Hussain and his squad -- who had 
received anonymous death threats 
if they played in Harare -- to make 
their decision, refusing to play 
because of security as well as moral 

and ethical concerns. 

It took the players themselves 
around five days of meetings, 
during which time England did not 
train, to come to that decision. 

There were rumours of a split 
within the squad and arguments 
with their own board, who then 
launched a series of ultimately 
unsuccessful appeals to move the 
game. 

It was not the preparation of 
potential world champions. 

When the prevarication finally 
ended and England boycotted 
Zimbabwe, those four forfeited 
points meant they had to beat at 
least two of India, Pakistan and 
Australia to reach the Super Sixes. 

They began with less-than-
c o n v i n c i n g  w i n s  o v e r  t h e  
Netherlands and Namibia before 
England lifted themselves at 
Newlands and, helped by an 
advantageous toss, outplayed 
Pakistan. 

James Anderson's emergence 
over the winter has been England's 
sole highlight and his four for 29 in 
Cape Town, while aided by the 
day-night conditions, suggested 
England had found a bowler capa-
ble of providing a long-term alter-
native to Darren Gough. 

That  night  in  Newlands,  

though, was soon followed by 
disappointment in Durban where 
England's lack of top-class tech-
nique was evident as they were 
beaten by India. 

England lifted themselves once 
again to give Australia their tough-
est game of the World Cup. 

Having restricted Hussain's 
team to 204, it seemed Ricky 
Ponting's side were in control

but four wickets for Andrew 
Caddick hinted at a famous English 
win and an end to 13 consecutive 
defeats against the Australians. 

At 138 for eight the world's best 
side seemed beaten but showed 
World Cup winning form by scrap-
ing home with two balls to spare. 

It was a loss which summed up 
England's campaign. 

It was left to the Bualwayo 
weather to administer the last rites 
to an wretched five weeks in South 
Africa. 

The beginning was the end

REUTERS, London 

Pakistan fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar 
has described the World Cup as a 
bit of nightmare so far, especially 
losing to India, but added he had 
not given up hope for his team. 

"Well you never know in cricket. 
In 1992, the Pakistanis won the 
World Cup after losing three games 
and being written off early in the 
tournament. I haven't lost hope 
yet," Akhtar, the fasted bowler in 
the world, wrote in a column in 
Britain's The Guardian newspaper 
on Tuesday that was published 
before the start of their final group 
game against Zimbabwe later on. 

So far Akhtar and his team have 
not had an easy time in the tourna-
ment. On Monday skipper Waqar 
Younis said that Pakistan had failed 
to perform in all departments. 
Akhtar agreed. 

"I don't know what's gone 
wrong with me in this World Cup. I 
went for 72 off 10 over against 
India. I was trying hard and doing 
everything I could think of, but I 
just couldn't get the ball in the right 
place...the whole thing was a night-
mare," Akhtar said. 

"I take the blame. But you have 
to pick yourself up and keep on 
learning. I'm still a match-winning 
bowler," he said. 

Bowling against England last 
month, Akhtar was clocked at a 
record 161.3 kph, just over 100 
mph, but his efforts were in vain 
with Pakistan collapsing to a 112-
run defeat. 

Before the tournament started, 
the 1992 winners and 1999 finalists 

were ranked as the side most likely 
to challenge world champions 
Australia, along with South Africa. 

W h a t e v e r  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
Tuesday's match Akhtar said the 
Pakistani cricket team needed to 
curb in-fighting and keep their 
eyes open for new talent if they 
were going to be a force in the game 
in future. 

"If we don't get through, then 
you have to say that Pakistan 
cricket is not in a good place. We 
really need to start thinking about 
where we want to be in three years' 
time  because that's what the 
successful teams are doing." 

"I know some stuff may have 
reached the papers about a little 
bust-up involving Younis Khan, 
Inzamamul Haq and Saeed Anwar 
when we were playing football 
yesterday." 

"But it's no indication of us 
falling apart or anything. You have 
a game of football with your mates 
and sometimes it gets a bit heated. 
And that's it," said Akhtar. 

Shoaib blames 
in-fighting

REUTERS, Copenhagen 

Australia's cricket authorities have 
come under fire at an anti-doping 
summit in the Danish capital after 
banning spin bowler Shane Warne 
for just 12 months following a 
positive drugs test. 

Adopting his customary hard 
line against doping, World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) chairman 
Dick Pound said: "It seemed to me 
that the Australian Cricket Board 
(ACB) did not believe a good deal of 
what he (Warne) said. 

"They found no exceptional 
circumstances... how is it that you 
don't impose the minimum pen-
alty?" 

If certain exceptional circum-
stances are thought to exist, an 
athlete can be exonerated com-
pletely after a positive test. 

Warne, the most successful leg 
spinner in history, was sent home 
from the cricket World Cup last 

month after testing positive for a 
diuretic he said his mother had 
given him to help him slim down. 

Diuretics can also be used to 
help mask other performance-
enhancing drugs. 

The Australian Cricket Board 
meted out a 12-month ban 10 days 
ago, but a mandatory two-year ban 
for serious doping offences is 
central to the Anti-Doping Code 
being pushed through at the 
Copenhagen drugs summit staged 
by WADA. 

Pound's fellow International 
Olympic Committee member and 
athletics medical expert Arne 
Ljungqvist said: "It is another 
example where a country is very 
strong in words but when it comes 
to a case of their own they seem not 
to be applying the rules. They 
should be setting a good example 
themselves." 

Warne last week said that he 
would not appeal against the 12-
month suspension. The 33-year-
old said at the time: "Although I 
find this penalty very harsh and I 
am extremely disappointed this 

has happened I have decided that I 
no longer want to put my family 
under even more stress. Enough is 
enough." 

In Copenhagen, Pound, a 
Canadian lawyer as well as IOC 
member and WADA chief, said 
Warne had made the right deci-
sion. 

"If I was advising this young 
man as a lawyer I would strongly 
encourage him not to appeal 
because I think he dodged a bul-
let," he said. 

WADA is this week pushing 
governments to sign its new code 
against drug cheats. 

More than 1,000 representa-
tives from governments and sports 
federations worldwide are in 
Copenhagen on Monday and will 
be asked to agree to the new guide-
lines. 

T h e y  i n c l u d e  o n e  a l l -
encompassing list of prohibited 
substances, instead of the two 
currently used, and a mandatory 
two-year ban for athletes guilty of 
serious doping offences. 

WADA blasts ACB  

England have only 
themselves to 
blame 
AFP, Bulawayo 

Zimbabwe skipper Heath Streak 
celebrated his team's passage into 
the Super Sixes on Tuesday and 
then said England will live to regret 
carrying out their costly boycott of 
Harare. 

"Whatever England decided to 
do was out of our control, just like 
the weather today was out of our 
control," said the skipper after the 
game with Pakistan was aban-
doned giving them the two points 
needed to qualify. 

"We would rather have played 
against England and who knows 
which of us might have won. But 
they will be looking back on events 
and they'll thinking about it. 

"It must have been quite exas-
perating for teams like them to 
have to sit and watch and wait to 
see what was happening in other 
games." 

Zimbabwe Cricket Union (ZCU) 
chief executive Vincent Hogg took 
the opportunity to further con-
demn England who forfeited the 
four points rather than play the 
Harare match on February 13 on 
security grounds. 

"All the other five games were 
played here under safe condi-
tions," said Hogg. 

"We are naturally delighted to 
be going through. It might have 
been different, but it wasn't." 

Streak, meanwhile, said his 
team would not be outclassed 
when they begin their Super Six 
campaign. 

"All of the guys are elated to 
have got to the Super Sixes," said 
Streak. 

"It's so special because every-
one has worked so hard and now 
we have got three big games com-
ing up. 

"We challenged the Australians 
really closely when they played 
here so we are hopeful that we can 
prove to everyone that we deserve 
to be there." 

Pakistan, who needed a big 
winning margin if they were prog-
ress to the Super Sixes themselves, 
were 73-3 when play was aban-
doned here leaving Zimbabwe to 
look ahead to the start of their 
second round campaign on 
Saturday against New Zealand in 
Bloemfontein.

Jackson takes 
Birmingham 
bow 
AFP, London

Colin Jackson will lead Britain's 
biggest ever team in the world 
indoor athletics championships in 
Birmingham from March 14-16. 

The 36-year-old two-time 
world outdoor champion will be 
making the last appearance of his 
illustrious career. 

The winner of 25 major champi-
onship medals in his 18-year 
career is one of the favourites for 
the 60 metres hurdles gold medal. 

He leads a team of 22 men and 
17 women in his 71st international 
meeting for Britain. 

"It is a fitting way to end my 
career as a member of the GB team, 
especially as I will be leading the 
team at a championship event on 
home soil," Jackson said. 

UK Athletics performance 
director Max Jones added: "The 
team is the largest we have ever 
sent to the World Indoors, a bal-
ance between the established 
performer and the less experi-
enced, emerging athlete.

Irish runner 
fails dope test 
AFP, Dublin

Irish 1500m runner Geraldine 
Hendricken has tested positive for 
the banned drug nandrolone, the 
Athletics Association of Ireland 
(AAI) confirmed. 

T h e  t e s t ,  t a k e n  o u t - o f -
c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  I r e l a n d  o n  
February 18, revealed traces of the 
banned anabolic steroid which 
speeds up the process of muscle 
building and recovery. 

Thorpe targets 
world records 
AFP, Sydney

Ian Thorpe warned rivals Tuesday 
he would be chasing world records 
at this month's Australian swim-
ming championships which dou-
ble as the selection trials for the 
Barcelona world titles in July. 

Thorpe said he had set himself a 
target of setting personal bests at 
the March 22-29 meet, which 
would mean him breaking his own 
world marks in the 200m and 400m 
freestyle. 

Thorpe will also contest the 
100m freestyle and his new event, 
the 200m individual medley, at the 
nationals. 

"I don't know about (setting 
PBs) in all of my events (but) if I 
walk away from the trials without a 
PB I'd be quite surprised and very 
disappointed considering the 
preparation I have had," Thorpe 
said on Tuesday. 

Thorpe wasn't so sure about 
contesting the 200m IM at the 
world titles despite adding it to his 
busy national titles schedule. 

Thorpe, 20, looked set for a 
crack at equalling Mark Spitz's 
1972 Olympic medal haul of seven 
gold at the world championships 
by recently adding the 200m med-
ley. 

He is expected to qualify for the 
100, 200 and 400m freestyle as well 
as the 200m IM at Sydney then add 
the 4x100m and 4x200m freestyle 
and 4x100m medley relays at 
Barcelona. 

He said he would decide 

whether to contest the 200m IM in 

Spain only if the program agreed 

with him in Sydney. 
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