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Thailand throug

my eyes

March1-10

Bengal Gallery of Fine arts will hold
a photography exhibition by Dr
Rashid Un Nabi titled, ‘Thiland
through my eyes’ on March 01 at
6:30p.m. The exhibition will
continue everyday from 12-8p.m.
till March 10 (Closed on public
holidays).

Exhibition

February 28-March 9

A solo exhibition by artist Tahera
Khanom will start at the Gallery
Chitrak on February 28 at 5:30p.m.
The exhibition will continue
everyday from 10a.m. - 8p.m. fill
March 9.

Exhibition

February 28-March 6

Drik Gallery holds an exhibition of
paintings, sculptures and
architecture by five young
architects. This is the first time the
artists--Ashik Vaskor, Mahmudun
Nobi, Forhad, Mahfuzul Hasan
Rana, and Tanzim--have come up
before the mass audience. The
exhibition continues up to March 6
from3p.m.to8p.m.

Exhibition

March 2-16

The Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University and the Embassy of
Japan jointly hold a painting
exhibition by Bangladeshi artists
who studied in Japan. Entitled
‘Japan-Bangladesh Cultural Bond
through Painting,' the exhibition
takes place at Zainul Gallery of the
Institute. The show is open from 2
p.m.to8p.m.

Music

March 6

Dhaibot Sangeet Niketan arranges
an evening of instrumental music
by its students at Mohila Samity.
Ustad Motiul Haque Khan, one of
the leading violin players in the
country, will also play the violin at
the event. The programme will start

CULTURE

The piper from Manchester

Michael McGoldrick talks about himself and his art

Favza HAQ AND ELITA KARIM

USIC and Ireland
echoed Osmani
Memorial Hall on

February 26, presented by the
British Council and sponsored by
British Airways and undoubtedly
created a melodic harmony. More
than 800 people were present to
watch Micheal McGoldrick and his
Band at the hall and witnessed
theminaction.

Award Winning Michael
McGoldrick had captured the
Dhaka crowd with the magical
tunes of his flute. Along with his
Band, comprising of Irish mae-
stros, namely Donald Patrick Shaw
in Keyboards, Ed Boyd in Acoustic
Guitar, Dezi Donnely in Fiddle,
Ewen Vernal in Bass Guitar and
Parv in tabla, Michael crafted
mesmerizing melody. Each instru-
ment harmonized with the other.
The audience was especially awe-
struck with the unique composi-
tion of the violin and the tabla,
which mingled on with the Irish
flute.

Michael, undoubtedly a fabu-
lous musician who surpirsingly
cannot read nor write a note of
music, is a celebrated personality.
To everyone's delight, he fused his
pipe and flute with all the different
instruments and thus brining and
creating music from all around the
world, probably from the deepest
jungle tribe to an established
opera house. With the fantastic
work of the tabla he also suc-
ceeded in intermingling Indian
music with Irish music. 'Fused'
could nothave been amore appro-
priate name for his award winning
album, where he created a stun-
ning cycle of instrumental blends
with hip-hop beats jazz music,
Asian and Celtic music. Even at the
Osmani, Michael seemed to have
mixed all of his musical influences
into one single piece.

The gratifying surprise came at
the end, when the popular Bangla
joined the Band to blend Bengali
folk with Irish Music. With

entire hall was filled with an ever-
lasting and lingering performance.
Following this was another sur-
prising act, when Zubair Malik, a
young flutist, came up on stage
and played to his heart's content
along with the Band. Zubair also
presented McGoldrick with a flute
measuring around three feet as a
token of gratitude, and virtually
created a bridge amongst all the
music lovers in both the music
cultures.

"I come from a family with
three generations of music in it
tracing it to my great grandfather.
My brothers, sisters and I learnt
flute from my father in Manches-
ter. We didn't at first play the
music ourselves but heard our
father play all the time. My mother
then brought us to an Irish com-
munity music school once a week
and that's how I began playing
when [ was seven years old. Idon't
feel less than the others who have
had conventional training because
I feel that I play music from the
heart," says Micheal McGoldrick,
who had fascinated his audience
for hours at the Osmany Memorial
Hallrecently.

Asked if travelling for his tours
affects his personal life adversely,
Micheal says, "I prefer to be at
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Michael McGoldrick and his troupe performing a tune
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and I take my travel in my stride.
I've travelled to Australia, been all
over USA, the Azores, France and
Spain."

Talking about the types of
music that he plays Micheal says,
"I play the Uillean pipes come
from the Gaelic word for 'elbow’
and they are similar to the Scottish
bagpipes that are mouth blown. So
one pumps up the bellows as one
does to blow the fires and the air
travels through a bag and there are
seven reeds, three on the regula-

McGoldrick and his men playing w

tor, one on the chanter and three
more. The regulators are for har-
mony the drone is for an inde-
pendent single note . Meanwhile
the wooden flute is the traditional
Irish flute which was there before
the silver flute and was also used in
classical music. I took to the flute
as I followed my father and it was
just a matter of picking it up as it
was already available in the house
so I took it up when I was about 12
and at 15 I started to play the
Uillean pipes, I also play the guitar,
percussion like drums. I used to
practice six hours a day but when
I'm touring that's not possible as
you don't have the time. I do teach
but because of the circumstances
of travelling I only work on the
basis of a few students who call up
and say, 'Michael are you home
and can you give us a lesson?' and
itisonaveryinformallevel."

Touching on the subjects of the
musicians that he played with and
worked with in a workshop,
Michael says, "I really had good
fun with them. The workshop was
fine with a lot of questions about
the pipes and perhaps it was the
first time that they had seen the
pipes. I explained that some of the
tunes were old tunes that were
about a hundred years old. The
tunes thatIlike to play are from the

ith the local band Bangla who joined

west coast of Ireland which have a
flowing approach to the tunes. My
hero is Willy Concy who is dead
now. I play his music as well as that
of Mac Malloy and Ed Reevy who
was a composer of traditional
music who moved on to USA in the
1940s. I have made three albums,
first one for my son Rory who is
now eight and itis called "Morning
Rory," the second one was called
'Fused' and it brought in a 'tabla’
player and third was a duet with a
piper from Belfast, called 'At first
light'. The tunes that I played
tonight were some of my own
compositions that of the keyboard
player Donald Patrick Shaw. The
old ones 'The tinker man's wife',
'The ash plant', 'Patsy handley’,
'"The roaring barmaid' '"The boys of
the Lock' and a composition of
mine which was inspired by east-
ern European rhythm. I play Irish
music as I come from an Irish
background. In Irish music they
use more ornamentation than in
old English folk tunes."

Touching on western classical
music, Michael says, "I don't listen
to enough of it. As for eastern
music I know only a little and I'm
learning from Parv, who played
tonight on the 'dhol' and the 'tab-
la'. I think the 'tabla' has the best
sound in the world. I know the
famous eastern classical musi-
cians like Shankar, Shakti and
Hari Prasad. 'Tabla' music really
helps you to relax after a hard day.
As for pop music I listen to Jimmy
Hendrix, Steely Dan, Pink Crim-
son. For me fusion music means a
lot as it is compiles music of differ-
ent styles. I did have jazz too in my
music and it was introduced by the
trumpet player, who understand
Irish musictoo."

Giving his impressions of the
people of Bangladesh, Micheal
says, "I find them very open and
friendly. The contrast of going
from a posh hotel to the street with
its beggars was strange to me. It
was such a busy schedule that I
didn't have time to see anything.
However, I managed to buy some

The Baily Star

Wrishiz turns 26

Wrishiz celebrates its 26th anniversary
and declares the Wrishiz Award 2002

CULTURE DESK

N its 26th anniversary

Oon February 28,
Wrishiz Shilpi Gosthi

declared the Wrishiz Awards
for literature, music, art and
journalism for the year 2002.
Wrishiz held a celebration
programme at Bangladesh
Shishu Academy where it
handed out the awards among
therecipients.

Eminent journalist Obaidul
Haque, artist Mustafa
Munwar, poet Dilwar and
singer Shefali Ghosh were
given warm reception and the
awards for their remarkable
contribution to the respective
fields. They were given an
amount of Tk 5000/, a crest
and address of hounour each.

Binoybashi Jaldas, Asok
Ghosh, Rojina Mustareen Tusi
and actor Golam Mustafa.

The programme ended with
a cultural show participated by
Wrishiz, Uddichi, Kranti,
Gonoshilpi Shangstha,
Bhawaiya Academy, Kanai Lal
Shilpi Gosthi and other cul-
tural activists. Noted gono-
sangeet artist Fakir Alamgir
played on the flute that
charmed the audience. Shimul
Mustafa recited poems, and
young singer Pathik Nobi sang
his popular number 'Aamar
ektanodiachhey.'

Presided over by Wrishiz
helmsman Fakir Alamgir, the
programme was attended by
the Deputy Commander-in-
chief of the Liberation War, Air
Vice Marshal (Rtd.) A K

Journalist Obaidul Haque, artist Mustafa Munwar, poet Dilwar and singer
Shefali Ghosh receiving awards for their contribution to the respective fields.

The programme started
with a solemn note of homage
for the recently expired cul-
tural, social and political per-
sonalities. One-minute silence
was observed to pay honour to
actress Rowhsan Jamil, Ranen
Kushari, litterateur Annada
Shankar Ray, social activist Ila
Mitra, Comrade Amal Sen, Aziz
Misir, actor Mojammel
Hossain, musician Yunus Ali,

Khandokar, Chairman of Ban-
gladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission, Syed
Margub Morshed, Vice Presi-
dent of Sammilito Sanskritik
Jote, Mofidul Haque, and mem-
ber of the advisory board for
Wrishiz Atiqul Haque
Chwodhruy. The programme
was dedicated to the memory
of the Language Movement
activist and gono-sangeet
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