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RECOMMENDATIONS

CD Launching
Bengal Foundation will hold
ceremonies for launching of eight
more CDs at the Bengal Shilpalaya.
The schedule is as follows:
February 24 at 6:30 pm
Rabindrasangeet album Aamarey
Jodi Jagaley Aaji by Mita Haque
February 25 at 6:30 pm
Rabindrasangeet album Aamar E
Path by IffatAra Dewan

Flute recital
February 26

British Council arranges a concert
at Osmani Memorial Hall. The
concert features famous flute
player and piper Michael
McGoldrick and his band. The show
startsat7.30 p.m.

Anniversary
February 24

Swadesh Chinta Shangha
arranges Dr. Ahmad Sharif Memo-
rial Award conferring ceremony to
mark the fourth death anniversary
of the Late Dr. Ahmad Sharif. The
programme also includes a discus-
sion on the eminent teacher. The
programme takes place at the TSC
premises at3.30 p.m.

PHOTO: AFP
Singer Natalie Imbruglia
arrives at Earls Court 2,
London, on February 20, for

CULTURE

'‘Shiddhidata'-a strange fantasy

Loko Nattyadal launches their 21st production

RuUMMAN UDDIN AHAMED

ELL-known theatre
group Loko Nattyadal
presented their 21

production Shiddhidata at the
Mohila Shamitty stage on Febru-
ary 22. Written by Mohit
Chatterjee, the play has been
adapted from a sanskrit play
Bhogobothggukiam written by
Boudhayan.

The story is about a fraud
priest and his student who beg
for food. The student was not a
Brahmin, the upper class
amongst the Hindus. The only
reason that he mingled with the
priest was for food. Their fate
was never with them, so they led
a miserable life. One day the
priest had a dream, which led
them towards their eternal happi-
ness. The drama centered
around this dream.

The Yamdut from hell came to
take the life of a woman named
Bashantoshena. On earth, while
he was standing under a coconut
tree, a coconut fell on his head.
He was injured and went to the
priest for medication. But the
priest and his student denied to
help him as they thought that
Yamdut would take their lives.
After a long discussion the
Yamdut convinced them that he
would not take their lives.

In the meantime the priestand
his student found a temple of
Ganeshain the forest. They were
astonished to see the worn out
condition of the temple. Ganesha
told them that if they could fix up
the temple, he would grant them
a wish and all their problems
would be solved. So the priest
agreed and decided to fix the
temple. When this was taking
place, the student heard
Boshontoshena singing and fell
in love. At that time, Yamdut took
the form of a serpent and mistak-
enly took the life of
Boshontoshena. Yamdut was
sent back to earth for making
such a mistake.

lamented over his lover's dead
body and asked his master to
make her alive. The priest
entered Boshontoshena's body
to keep her alive for some time.
Upon his return Yamdut found
the priest dead and
Boshontoshena praying. As a
result Yamdut placed
Bashantoshena's life in to the
priest's body.

Then the priest started to
behave like Boshontoshena, got
frustrated and tried to commit
suicide. In the mean time, the
student and Bashantoshena
(priest) remembered Ganesha
and prayed. Once again
Ganesha told them to setup the
temple. After doing so all their
troubles were over.

The plot and the presentation
were impressive. The stage was

designed by Ali Ahmed Mukul.
Background music was com-
posed by Yasmin Ali, which
added more colour to the play.
Costumes were designed by
Kamrun Noor Chowdhury and
Yasmin Ali and lighting was done
by Thandu Raihan. The play was
directed by Liakot Ali Laki, which
starred Monir Hassan, Hafizur
Rahman, Zakir Hossain, Azizur
Rahman Shujan, Abdullah Al
Harun, Mamun Choudhury
Anonto, Sajedul Alam Dalim,
Esha Al Jami Rahi, Ziauddin
Shipon, Anisur Rahman Dipu,
Farzana Afroze Mili, Shamima
Islam Tushti, Zahida Aktar Soni,
Lavly Mahmud, Monira Ferdousi
Rotna, Maria Rahman Rita and
LiakotAli Laki himself.

@he Daily Star

Post-Sept. 11 songs in running
at Sunday's Grammys

REUTERS, New York

HE Grammy Awards return

to New York for the first time

in five years on Sunday,
with songs influenced by the Sept.
11 hijacked plane attacks on the
city in the running for the music
industry's top annual prizes.

Veteran rocker Bruce
Springsteen's "The Rising" and
country singer Alan Jackson's
emotional "Where Were You
(When the World Stopped
Turning)" are both nominated for
Song ofthe Year.

Young singer and pianist Norah
Jones with her mellow mix of jazz,
blues and country song and album
"Come Away With Me," is among
eight stars most frequently men-
tioned by music critics as likely
winners of the most sought after
statuettes for Album, Record or
Song of the Year.

But music fans are often sur-
prised by the industry voters' odd
choices such as reclusive jazz-
rock band Steely Dan in 2001 and
the National Academy of
Recording Arts & Sciences has a
committee to weed out embarrass-
ments before they are nominated.

Springsteen and his E Street
Band head the Madison Square
Garden playbill for the Grammy's
show to be broadcast live on CBS-
TV at 8 p.m. EST. The Academy
moved the show out of New York to
Los Angeles in 1999 after then-
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani had a
much-publicized dispute with
Academy executives.

Springsteen's "The Rising" was
released in July, the first all-new
recording by Springsteen with the
E Street Band since 1984. The
album includes the tracks "Into the
Fire," which Springsteen wrote
after Sept. 11, and "My City of
Ruins," an earlier song about
down-on-its-luck Asbury Park,
New Jersey, that the musician
dedicated to New York after the
attacks.

The awards will honor artists in
104 categories, ranging from pop,
rock, soul and jazz to classical
music, spoken word and polka.

Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel of
Simon & Garfunkel, one of the
great popular music acts of the
1960s and 1970s, are reuniting on
stage when they will also receive a
Grammy Lifetime Achievement
Award.

A spokesman for Simon said
the famed duo were not planning
any tour or recordings but had
practiced for Sunday's event.

"They were working yesterday for
the first time in many years," Simon's
spokesman Dan Klores said on
Friday. "They had a wonderful time
hanging out and singing together.
They spent many hours doing so ... it
was very warm."

Some musicians and
Hollywood stars have publicly
opposed the U.S. buildup to possi-
ble war against Iraq, leading some
music industry watchers to expect
antiwar gestures on stage Sunday
during the live network broadcast.

CBS spokesman Chris Ender
said he knew of no specific
planned protest. "No one has been
restricted in their artistic expres-

and foremost an entertainment
event," Ender said.

Many of the night's other per-
formers, Jones, rapper Eminem,
three-women country band Dixie
Chicks, singer/guitarist Sheryl
Crow, Canadian teen-age sensa-
tion Avril Lavigne and Rhythm and
Blues singer/songwriter Ashanti
are also nominated for awards.

In all, eight musicians shared
the most nominations with five
each when they were announced
by The Recording Academy last
month -- Springsteen, Jones,
Lavigne, Crow, rappers Eminem
and Nelly, R&B's Ashanti and
Raphael Saadiq.

Should "The Boss" Springsteen
win the Album Grammy, it would fit
the trend of academy voters giving
the nod to some of popular music's
most enduring performers. Eric
Clapton, Tony Bennett, Steely
Dan, Bob Dylan and Carlos
Santana have all won in the past
decade ahead of younger acts.

A public opinion poll Jan. 22-
Feb. 2 by the video music cable TV

PHOTO: REUTERS
Bono, of the group U2, performs after being named Musicares Person of the Year at the Academy of Recording Arts
and Sciences Award dinner in New York on February 21. Bono was honoured for his accomplishments as a musician
and as a humanitarian.

buyers want Springsteen,
Jackson, Ashanti, rapper Eminem
and Dixie Chicks to win Grammys.

"Our poll shows that broad
current appeal, commercial suc-
cess and being topical is of great
importance to the consumer,
whereas the Grammys have often
gone to the sentimental favorite or
the artist with the most history,"
said Rick Krim, VH1's head of
music and talent.

The two post-Sept 11 songs by
Jackson and Springsteen topped
the poll for Song of the Year.
Respondents favored The Dixie
Chicks' "Home" for Album of the
Year and Eminem's "Without Me"
is preferred for Record of the Year.

The TV channel said respon-
dents believe Ashanti should win
Best New Artist, ahead of Jones,
Lavigne, pop and rock teen-age
singer Michelle Branch, and John
Mayer, known for breezy, catchy
songs. The poll of 1,000 people
had a margin of error of plus or
minus 3.1 percent.
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